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For a General Strike Against Mitterrand’s Austerity!

Steel Workers

Rip Up France

Angry Lorraine
steel workers
cut rail lines

between
Luxembourg

and Paris.

Late last month, the government of

France's "socialist" president Francois

Mitterrand announced plans for "re-

structuring" the steel industry which will

produce some 25.000 layoffs in the next

two years. In the steel and coal produc-

ing region of Lorraine, where most of

the layoffs arc concentrated, factory

sirens sounded in protest and workers

took to the streets. In the town of

Longwy, the tax collector's office was
sacked, doors and windows smashed at

the courthouse, and protesters battled

the riot police. In Paris, the Communist
Part) was squirming as many members
asked how long the CP would continue

to remain in the popular-front govern-

ment

—

a coalition of Communists.
Socialists and bourgeois technocrats

—

which is tearing up French industry in

the interests of maintaining French
capitalism.

For over a year there has been a

kaleidoscopic succession of protests

against Mitterrand’s brutal austerity

plans. Many pettv-bourgeois sectors,

from travel agents to truckers, have
been manipulated by ultra-rightist

forces. Worker resistance, such as the

bitterstrike by immigrant workersat the

Talbot auto plant near Paris, has been
isolated and ground down due to the

treachery of the union bureaucracy. But

now the steel workers have taken the

lead and their angry protests are

reverberating through France. On
March 3 1 , steel militants in Metz sacked
the Socialist Party headquarters, then

burned seized documents on the square
in front of the building; in the south at

Marseilles, angry workers smashed bus
stops. Steel workers began ripping up
the rails on the Paris-Luxembourg line,

leading to the derailment of a shipment

of iron ore.

On April 4 a regional general strike

was held in the Lorraine. Tens of
thousands marched, transport was shut

down, priests ordered church bells to

ring throughout the region. That night

steel workers again undertook “coup de
poing" (punch) actions aimed particu-

larly at symbols of state power and the

bourgeoisie. In Longwy. militants as-

saulted the commissariat (now trans-

formed into a police barracks) with a

deluge of bolts, ball bearings. Molotov

cocktails and bottles of acid. A goon
squad of the Communist-led CGT
union federation protected city hall

from an attack, but a chateau belonging

to the Usinor steel company was burned
to the ground. The workers’ anger is also

having political repercussions: already

two Socialist deputies have resigned

from the SP parliamentary delegation

and a CP mayor resigned from the party

in protest against its participation in the

Mitterrand regime (several other CP
mayors in the region have demanded an

end to the coalition).

But to mobilize the big battalions of

French labor to defeat Mitterrand’s

“austerity" requires a political fight

against the reformist misleaders. The
Ligue Trotskyste de France (LTF).
section of the international Spartacist

tendency, last week sent a team to the

Lorraine. The pro-SP Paris newspaper
Le Matin (4 April) quoted our com-
rades' call (at a workers' rally) for a

national steel strike and referred to their

slogan for "a new May '68 that goes all

the way!" This week a steel workers’

march on Paris protesting the govern-

ment’s austerity/"restructuring" plans

has been scheduled for April 13. Class-

struggle unionists at Renault’s Cleon
factory near Rouen have issued a call for

auto workers to join the mobilization

and turn it into the kick-off fora general

strike. The LTF is publishing a special

supplement to its newspaper. Le Bol-

chevik . for the April 13 march, from
which the following article is translated

and adapted.

PARIS, April 12—The Mitterrand

government has declared war on the

working class. Openly. For three years,

this class-collaborationist government
has served as the administrators of
French capitalism, unleashing increas-

ingly brutal attacks against the working
class. Coal, shipyards, steel (and soon.

continued on page 9

Reagan/CIA's Infamous Act of War

Defend Nicaragua—
Sink the Minelayers!
APRIL I I—No wonder they call him
Adolf Reagan down in Havana. Just

what do you suppose would happen if

they (the KGB? the Cubans? the

Sandinistas?) mined New York harbor
and the Potomac? Why. the United
States would declare war in nothing

flat— it would be a worldwide red

alert. Everyone knows it: the U.S.

mining of Nicaragua’s ports is a

deliberate act of war... and a cynical

act of hypocrisy. Even from the point
of view of the American rulingclass. as

today’s New York Times editorial put

it. this was "Illegal. Deceptive and
Dumb.” Very dumb. Already they

have damaged a Soviet tanker (and the

Russians don't take that sort of thing

lightly). The French have offered to

help sweep the mines. And Reagan
continued on page 8



Reinstate Victim of Witchhunt!

CWA Bureaucrats Squirm as

Ranks Back Kathy Ikegami

through the purge of Ikegami begun by

her predecessor, Jim Imerzel. now
kicked upstairs to a staff job. Earlier.

Malliett and Co. walked out of a March
9 special meeting called at membership
initiative to hear Ikegami’s appeal

against her suspension and fine by a

kangaroo court hand-picked by Imerzel

Faced with over 125 angry phone
workers and more on the way in,

Malliett declared the meeting adjourned

for “lack of a quorum." Malliett's

attempt to break up the meeting failed

as the union members elected their own
chairman and proceeded to unanimous-

ly support Ikegami’s appeal.

At the March 20 meeting, militant

phone workers again came ready to stop

the purge. The minutes of the Executive

Board and previous meeting were

defiantly voted down. The Executive

Board minutes contained the bureau-

crats' motion suspending Ikegami, a

blatant violation of the union rules

which mandate her right to appeal

before being suspended. And the min-

utes of the March 9 meeting simply lied,

claiming no meeting had taken place!

Next, the members forced the agenda
to bring to the floor the motion
upholding Ikegami’s March 9 appeal.

Malliett once again resorted to the

quorum rule, claiming no action could

be taken. This quorum rule, requiring

nearly 200 local members to be present

to conduct official business, is invoked

solely when the bureaucrats are deter-

mined to thwart the will of the member-
ship In the last ten years, quorums have

only been attained at the once-everv-

three-year strike vote meetings, yet busi-

ness is regularly conducted at all other

meetings. In lact. the March 9 and 20

meetings were among the largest general

membership meetings held in years.

Despite Malliett's insistence that the

vote would have no effect, the members
voted again to uphold Ikegamt's appeal

and reject her suspension and fine.

Then, in an act of boundless cynicism.

Malliett announced that the “official

business" of nominations for delegates

to the upcoming National Convention
were to be taken even though she had

just ruled a formal quorum lacking!

Angry militants seized the opportunity

and nominated Ikegami for convention

delegate. Outnumbered and outvoted.

SAN FRANCISCO— Bay Area phone

workers have dealt another stinging

rebuke to the attempt by their union

bureaucrats to purge Militant Action

Caucus member Kathy Ikegami. At the

March 20 meeting of the Communica-
tions Workers of America (CWA) Local

9410. over 70 members came out and

voted two-to-one to reject the bureau-

crats' frame-up of Ikegami which also

set up this militant unionist for firing by

suspending her from the union for six

months as well as fining her S300.

Ikegami has been targeted by the

CWA tops, from national president

Glenn Watts—who has vituperated

against MAC's class-struggle policies

from the podium of the CWA national

convention—down to the local union

flunkies who are doing thedirty work of

trying to toss her out of her union. She is

being hounded because MAC exposed

the CWA leadership’s collusion with

Ma Bell's job-slashing offensive and for

her support for the socialist political

program of the Spartacist League. Since

MAC's exposure of the phone compa-
ny's plans, vehemently denied by the

CWA brass, over I8.000jobs have been

lost in California alone, 50,000 national-

ly. But theCW A’s witchhunting bureau-

crats have spent two years, thousands of

Trade Unions and
the Capitalist State

The primary slogan for this struggle is: complete and unconditional independence

of the trade unions m relation to the capitalist state. This means a struggle to turn the

trade unions into the organs of the broad exploited masses and not the organs of a

labor aristocracy.

The second slogan is: trade union democracy. This second slogan flows directly

from the first and presupposes for its realization the complete freedom of the trade

unions from the imperialist or colonial state.

In other words, the trade unions in the present epoch cannot simply be the organs
of democracy as they were in the epoch of free capitalism and they cannot any longer

remain politically neutral, that is, limit themselves to serving the daily needs of the

working class. They cannot any longer be anarchistic, i.e., ignore the decisive

influence of the state on the life of people and classes. They can no longer be

reformist, because the objective conditions leave no room for any serious and lasting

reforms. The trade unions of our time can either serve as secondary instruments of

imperialist capitalism for the subordination and disciplining of workers and for

obstructing the revolution, or, on the contrary, the trade unions can become the

instruments of the revolutionary movement of the proletariat.

— Leon Trotsky, Trade Unions in the Epoch of Imperialist Decay ( 1940)

Kathy Ikegami
(right) marches

through Oakland
during last

summer's bitter

national phone
strike.

union dollars and literally hundreds of

hours to try to purge Ikegami while

doing nothing to fight the layoffs, firings

and grueling forced overtime.

Newly appointed local president

Marie Malliett is determined to carry

TROTSKY

Leon Trotsky foresaw that in both the

"democratic " and fascist imperialist coun-

tries as well as in the former colonial

countries the struggle against the subordi-

nation ofthe trade unions to the bourgeois

state was key to proletarian revolution.

Fragments for a major article on this

question were found after he was assassi-

nated in 1940 by a Stalinist agent. LENIN
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the bureaucrats accepted Ikegami's

nomination despite their contention

that she is suspended. According to

Ikegami. the 9410 misleaders are now
seeking to remove her from the ballot

behind the backs of the membership

MAC’s counteroffensive against the

CWA tops has shaken the local bureau-

crats* already tenuous hold over the

membership A year ago MAC got over

1,000 signatures on a petition to recall

the witchhunters and their Klan-loving

buddy, then-secretary Joe McKenna— a

petition the office-bound bureaucrats

proceeded to ignore. The repeated

demonstrations of membership opposi-

tion to the incumbent officeholders

whetted the careerist appetites of a small

group ol small-time out-bureaucrats

and assorted fake leftists in the local.

Shortly after the recall petition drive,

these elements hatched a grouping

called Members United for Workers
Rights (MUWR). seeking to occupy a

reformist middle ground between the

increasingly detested pro-company bu-

reaucrats and the class-struggle pro-

gram of the MAC.
In the fight against the witchhunt of

Ikegami. MUWR has played a treacher-

ous role clearly revealing its real

character Following the March 9

meeting, lor example, M UWR put out a

leaflet embracing the bureaucrats' “no
quorum, no business" position: “Why
wasn’t Marie [Malliett] willing to stay

and listen to the people present, even

though no action could be taken on the

appeal?" (emphasis added) Advice on
how to appear more “democratic” while

screwing the membership is exactly

what this lash-up is all about. In a

March 9 leaflet titled “Free Speech and
Free Elections," MUWR quoted exten-

sively from the notoriously anti-labor

Landrum-Griffin Act, citing precisely

those sections that are used by countless

aspiring bureaucrats and reformists to

sue the unions. To ask Reagan's “Labor
Department” to enforce democracy in

the unions is not only stupid, but

profoundly treacherous. It is the subor-

dination of the labor movement to the

capitalist state which is the principal

obstacle to working-class struggle.

MUWR's faith in the capitalist state

to enforce “free speech” in the unions is

of a piece with its refusal to call for strike

action last summer when the national

contract expired, when it was clear that

only determined and militant struggle

could beat back Ma Bell’s job-slashing

plans. MUWR’s most recent offering, a

leaflet advertising one Jeff Woo for the

vice president’s slot in Local 9415, is the

baldest kind of lowest common denomi-
nator “do-goodism." completely devoid

of MUWR’s early attempts to lift bits

and pieces of the MAC program. It

vaguely calls for turning “control back

to the membership," “regularly sched-

uled visits to all work locations by Local

Union Officials and Stewards," “sur-

veys" of members to find out “their

knowledge concerning trade unionists

rights" and similar bunk.

It is up to the Militant Action Caucus
to fight for class-struggle policies in the

CWA. That means a struggle to oust the

pro-imperialist bureaucrats, which the

CWA—with its infamous ties to the

CIA through its “labor" front, the

“American Institute for Free Labor
Development"— is richly populated

with. Leaders w ho won’t stand up to the

anti-Soviet war drive of both the

Democrats and the Republicans won’t
stand up to their anti-labor laws, their

scabs and their union-busting. MAC
has led the fight in the CWA for picket

lines that mean don’t cross; fought
against racist terror, in supporting the

successful Spartacist League-initiated

Labor/Black Mobilization that stopped
the Klan in Washington. D.C. in

November 1982; and pul forward a

program to sweep away the bloodsuck-
ing phone company monopoly and all

the exploiters, for a workers party to

fight for a workers government. Phone
workers: Defend Kathy Ikegami—Win
strikes!
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Bring Bloody Thatcher to Her Knees!

Spread the British Coal Strike!

Flying pickets
from Yorkshire try

to shut down
mines in Notting-
hamshire. Power
workers, dockers,
railwaymen must
refuse to handle

coal.

LONDON, April 9—The miners must
not stand alone! That must be the

rallying cry of every worker in Britain

today. Four weeks of bitter struggle,

ruthless police terror resulting in the

murder of Yorkshire striker David
Jones and insidious sabotage by scab-

herders within their own unions have
not flagged the miners’ fighting determi-

nation. The miners’ Hying pickets have
descended on steel mills, docks and
power stations in an effort to spread

their strike. For three days, 600 strikers

fought pitched battles with battalions of

cops in an unsuccessful attempt to halt

the importation of coal to Port Talbot

steelworks. But the miners cannot do it

alone, and the Labour niisleaders are

doing everything in their power to stab

the NUM [National Union of Miners] in

the back.

It is hardly a secret that Labour Party

chiefs Kinnock and Healey are manoeu-
vering behind the scenes for a national

ballot. Right-wing union leaders like

Bill Sirs of the Steel Workers and Frank

Chappie ol the power workers openly

ordered their members to cross picket

lines. And while seamen, dockers, lorry

[truck] drivers and railway workers
have been officially instructed to black

[refuse to handle] coal, the “left" union

leaders have not made it stick and have

sat on their hands while their members
get victimised.

On April 2 in the Wirral, some 250 rail

workers walked out. shutting down the

Merseyside suburban rail network after

a train driver was disciplined for

refusing to move a coal train from a

siding. This single act of class solidarity

pointed the way forward far more
clearly than all the hot-air rhetoric

coming from the railroad union leaders.

Tens, even hundreds of thousands of

other trade unionists have demonstrat-
ed their willingness to join this fight by
their solidarity actions. Class-conscious

militants must smash the bureaucratic

sabotage and organise for joint strike

action with the miners now! Spread the

strike! Shut down the power stations!

Bring out rail and steel workers! Bring

the Iron Lady to her knees!

The Fleet Street capitalist press

redbaits [NUM president] Arthur Scar-

gill for waging “war on democracy” and
coal boss Ian MacGregor obscenely

attacks strike militants as “Nazis’’ w hile

his thugs in blue turn the coalfields into

police states and drag hundreds off to

jail. The kind of treatment meted out for

years to Catholics in Northern Ireland

and blacks and Asians in Britain’s inner-

city ghettos is now being used against

striking miners. Thatcher wants to

humiliate the miners in order to break

the back of the entire union movement.
Yet the NCB's [National Coal Board’s]

weeks old anti-strike injunction contin-

ues to sit on ice. As the authoritative

lory mouthpiece, the Financial Times
(30 March), puts it. the government “has
accepted the view that to press the order

would unify a union which it is in its

interest to split.” Whoaredesignated for

this splitting operation'.’ The same Cold
War “new realists" who led the anti-

Communist vilification of Arthur Scar-

gill at Blackpool last September, who

are the most open and vocal in their

hatred for the Soviet Union.

Sid Vincent of the Lancashire NUM.
who along with scabherders Chappie
and Sirs sponsored the CIA-backed.
pro-NATO, anti-Communist Labour
Committee for Transatlantic Under-
standing. echoes the Tory-inspired cam-
paign for a national ballot while keep-

ing his men at work behind picket lines.

What’s needed is not a ballot but a

national strike council, composed of

elected strike delegates, to organise the

picketing and spread the strike. The
productivity bonus scheme which has
fuelled regional fracturing within the

NUM must be dumped in favour of a
demand for equal pay for equal work,
pegged at the highest rate. Disciplined

workers defence guards must be formed
to deal with cop/scab violence.

Treachery at the Top

From the beginning of the strike the

NUM has rejected intervention from the

LUC [Trades Union Congress]. And.
given Murray’s General Council majori-
ty, who would seriously believe that the

TUC’s “assistance" would be aimed at

anything but selling the miners out? But
Scargill’s own version of “solidarity"

centred on the so-called Triple Alliance
has proved hardly more effective than
its predecessor in 1919 Aptly termed the

“Cripple Alliance" by one militant, this

bureaucratic lash-up began to crumble
almost the day it was formed when Bill

Sirs and the Steel Workers exec stabbed
the NUM in the back. And the “left"

leaders of the seamen, transport and rail

unions no more want an all-out con-
lrontation with Thatcher than Murray
& Co. Welsh miners report that lorry

drivers arc being victimised for respect-

ing picket lines. John Bell, secretary of
the NUR [National Union of Railway-
men] branch in the critical Notts area,

told Spariacist Britain that two to five

rail workers were being sent home
every day for blacking coal, and said he
had received reports that cops were
riding shotgun on the trains. Yet the

national union leaderships aren't even
talking about strike action to defend
their own members and back the miners.
The treachery of the trade-union leaders

must be combatted. The Wirral rail

workers showed the way: the road to

victory is solid national strike action

alongside the miners.

For International Labour
Solidarity!

Militants must sharply differentiate

between the necessity to stop scab coal

being imported to break the strike and
the protectionist policy of import
controls pushed by “lefts" like Scargill

and Tony Benn. Import controls do not

save jobs but they do reinforce the

nationalism and racialism which the

ruling class uses to fuel anti-union

reaction at home. Just as productivity

deals divide workers in this country,

protectionism undercuts the capacity to

appeal to workers abroad for solidarity.

Posed squarely in this strike is the need

to call on American and Australian

dockers to black the export of coal to

Britain.

Scandalously, coal is still also arriv-

ing from Poland. NUM officials have
called on the Jaruzelski regime to stop

the shipment. As Kent area NUM
secretary Jack Collins put it, the actions

of the Polish government are every bit as

disgraceful as those of the scab Notts
miners. With their refusal to kowtow to

the anti-Communist furor over Solidar-

nosc, the NUM leaders have some real

authority to appeal to the government
of the Polish deformed workers state, on
the basis that Thatcher is the sworn
enemy of both. It speaks volumes to the

anti-working-class nationalism of the

Polish Stalinist regime that it is scab-

bing on the miners’ struggle today as it

did in 1972 and 1974.

The Left and the Miners Strike

The Communist Party (CP), despite

its significant base in the unions, is

indistinguishable from its fellow TUC
“lefts.” Morning Star touted an April 5

conference of 800 shop stewards in

Glasgow as a big step in building

support for the miners. But the confer-
ence organisers didn’t even present their

earlier proposal for a token half-day

general strike in Scotland. Instead.

CPer Mick McGahey and other official

continued on page ti
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Wars and Revolutions
HISTORICAL MATERIALISM IN PRACTICE

From the Great French Revolution to the Paris Commune
World War I and the Russian Revolution

Germany 1919-1933: Revolution and Counterrevolution

New York City
April 14-15

Hotel George
Washington

Lexington & 23rd St.

Sat. 10 a.m.

Sun. 11 a.m.

Bay Area
April 28-29

UC Berkeley

Sat. 10 a.m.
105 North Gate

Sun. 11 a.m.
120 Lattimer

Chicago
May 5-6

Blackstone Hotel
636 S. Michigan

Sat. 10 a.m.
French Room
Sun. 11 a.m.

Embassy Room

Registration tee is $10 ($5 tor students and unemployed).
For more Intormation, call the SL/SYL local nearest you.

13 APRIL 1984
3



Racist. Anti-Semitic Terror: Rebirth of the KKK, 1915

Georgia Racists Lynch Leo Frank Again

Lynching of Jewish
businessman

Leo Frank in 1915
sparked rebirth of

KKK. To this day
this atrocious act

remains a focal

point for Klan
nightriders.

Some 50 years after the end of the

Civil War. Leo Frank, a Northerner and

prominent Jewish resident of Atlanta,

was lynched. As the race-terrorists

screaming "Kill the Jew!" massed by the

thousands outside the courtroom, the

Frank case unleashed a wave of anti-

Semitism and sparked the rebirth of the

Ku Klux Klan. That was the Old South,

vintage 1915.

Last December, 70 years after Frank’s

frame-up conviction in the murder of

13-year-old Mary Phagan, an appeal

“requesting the granting of a full pardon

exonerating Leo M. Frank of guilt of

the offense of murder" was rejected by

the Georgia State Board of Pardons and

Paroles. This is the “New South," circa

1983-84.

As it was back then, the case of Leo

Frank remains a focal point for the Ku
Klux Klan to this day. Last September 3

in the Atlanta suburb of Marietta where

Frank was lynched (today the head-

quarters for church-bomber racist

terrorist J B. Stoner's “National States

Rights Party"), 200 robed, hooded and

armed Klansmen and uniformed Nazis

paraded in opposition to the Frank

pardon request. While the race-hate

rally had originally been called against

efforts to posthumously pardon Frank,

it turned into an orgy of anti-

Communism as a Soviet flag was

burned in “commemoration” of Georgia

arch-reactionary Congressman Larry

McDonald who died aboard the Korean

Air Lines spy plane KAL 007. The

domestic shock troops of Reagan

reaction leapt at the chance to make this

criminal anti-Soviet provocation their

cause celebre.

That even a symbolic gesture like a

“posthumous pardon" was too much for

the State of Georgia is an indication of

how intertwined the state apparatus is

with the Klan and the upholding of the

racist status quo. The liberals have been

pushing the case in order to remove the

"damning blight on the Georgia- of our

fathers and grandfathers" from the face

of the "New South." as the Atlanta

Constitution wrote (20 December 1983).

But in fact there is a hideous resurgence

of racist violence in the present Cold
War climate from the fascist massacre of

"reds,” labor organizers and civil rights

workers in Greensboro in 1979 to the

KKK lynching of a black youth in

Mobile. Alabama last year.

‘‘From Savage Murder to

Klan’s Torch”

The case of Leo Frank has been

widely known in American Jewish

communities for years, particularly

after its popularization by Southern

Jewish journalist Harry Golden in his

1965 book, A Little Girl Is Dead. As the

Atlanta Constitution put it, "The issue

of Frank’s innocence has been virtually

settled for years.” But the case remained

largely dormant until March of 1982

when The Tennessean , a Gannett news-

paper published in Nashville, dug up

critical evidence in the case which had

been withheld for decades. Headlining

"An Innocent Man Was Lynched,” The

Tennessean published a ten-page special

news supplement featuring the testi-

mony of an eyewitness. Alonzo Mann,
now 83 and ailing, who said, “I want the

public to understand that Leo Frank did

not kill Mary Phagan."

Frank, after graduating Brooklyn’s

Pratt Institute, had come south to

Atlanta where he was supervisor and
part-owner of a pencil lactory, and had

been elected president of the Atlanta

chapter of the B’nai B’rith. Saturday, 26

April 1913 was “Confederate Memorial

Day" and Frank was working on the

books when 13-year-old Mary Phagan

came by the factory to collect her

paycheck—$1.20 which represented ten

hours of work fitting metal tips to

pencils. Mary Phagan was never seen

alive again; her bludgeoned, strangled

body was dumped in the basement of the

factory. Two years earlier the police had

failed to solve any of the 18 murders of

black women. But Mary Phagan was

white, the cops were getting a lot of heat

and they needed a scapegoat.

The case touched off a wave of anti-

Semitism across the South. At Frank's

trial a mob of 4,000-5,000 shrieking

"Kill the Jew!" was barely held at bay by

the National Guard. Both Leo Frank

and his lawyer were advised not even to

show up in court for the jury’s verdict

for fear they would by lynched on the

spot. Frank was declared guilty and

appeals to the State and U.S. Supreme
Court were denied. When in June of

1915 then-governor Slaton commuted
Frank’s sentence to life imprisonment,

this so enraged the racists that Slaton

was forced to flee Georgia as mobs
stormed his estate. On 12 August
1915, racist demagogue Tom Watson
screamed in his Jeffersonian (circula-

tion 87,000); "The next Leo Frank case

in Georgia will never reach the court-

house. THE NEXT JEW WHO DOES
WHAT FRANK DID. IS GOING TO
GET EXACTLY THE SAME THING
WE GIVE TO NEGRO RAPISTS"
(C. Vann Woodward. Tom Watson—
Agrarian Rebel).

After the death sentence was com-
muted. a crazed inmate had plunged a

butcher knife into Frank’s jugular.

Amazingly he survived and continued

his struggle to vindicate himself. But on
August 17, a mob of screaming vigi-

lantes stormed the prison farm at

Milledgeville, Georgia where Frank was
being held, dragged him out and
lynched him. While always portrayed as

"rednecks," a term of derision for poor

white Southerners, in fact the racist mob
was led by Marietta's most prominent

citizens, calling themselves the"Knights

of Mary Phagan." They completed their

heinous work with cool, surgical preci-

sion and left the body swaying in the

wind.

Word spread quickly as a horde

gathered to tear pieces of cloth from the

sleeves of Frank’s nightshirt and cut

strands from the noose around his neck

for souvenirs. Pictures were taken for

tourist postcards which were available

for purchase in Marietta. Sheriffs did

not bury Frank until a mob in Atlanta

passed his open coffin to revile him.

Even in death Frank was hounded like

an animal Armed racists roamed the

streets of Atlanta for days as Jewish

store owners closed their businesses and

hid behind boarded-up doors and

windows. In the months following the

lynching, half the 3.000 Jews in Georgia

left the state. It was to counter this

pogrom-like hysteria that the B’nai

B'rith Anti-Defamation League (ADL)
was formed

As The Tennessean reported in the

article, "From Savage Murder to Klan's

Torch.” it was three months later, on 25

November 1915 when "William Sim-

mons and 1 5 members of the Knights of

Mary Phagan form the new Invisible

Empire of the Ku Klux Klan and burna
cross atop Stone Mountain in Georgia."

This was reportedly the first Klan cross-

burning in history. The KKK repeats

this obscene “tribute" to racist terror

yearly, and last September after their

anti-Soviet rally for Larry McDonald,
they trooped from Marietta to burn a

cross at the base of Stone Mountain.

The main targets of the Southern

racist terrorists were the literally thou-

sands of black people lynched in defense

of "white womanhood" and Jim Crow.

In the month preceding Frank’s murder,

four blacks were lynched in Georgia

alone; the period 1 889 to 1 928 saw more

lynching* in Georgia than any other

state in the union. And yet the very

choice of Leo Frank as the scapegoat

over a number of black "suspects" itself

reflected this pervasive racism Mary
Phagan's minister and a member of the

“Knights of Mary Phagan” had re-

marked that "An old Negro would be

poor atonement” for her death. He
added. "When the police arrested a Jew.

and a Yankee at that, here was a victim

worthy to pay for the crime.”

“Convicted by Lies,

Heaped on Lies”

In 1913 Alonzo Mann was the office

boy for Leo Frank at the National

Pencil Company. In a lengthy affidavit

Mann described how black janitor Jim

Conley had approached the teen-age

boy on his way into work that morning

for “a dime to buy beer.” He told how
that afternoon, "I enountered Conley

with the body of Mary Phagan." Conley

threatened Mann. “If you ever mention

this I’ll kill you.” Years later Mann did

reveal his secret to family members, to

army buddies and reporters, but was

always advised to let the matter lie. Until

1982 when Tennessean reporters Jerry

Thompson and Bob Sherborne heard

his story and began digging into the

case It was Mann’s testimony which led

the B’nai B’rith Anti-Defamation

League, the American Jewish Commit-
tee and the Atlanta Jewish Federation

to mount their campaign for a

“pardon."

The Georgia Parole Board acted as

the genteel front men for the Klan. They

concluded "that the only grounds upon

which the board would grant a full

pardon exonerating Leo Frank of the

murder for which he was convicted

would be conclusive evidence proving

beyond any doubt that Frank was

innocent." These dyed-in-the-wool rac-

ists. like their grandfathers 70 years

ago, still demand a scapegoat because

“somebody's got to swing" for the

murder of Mary Phagan! A member of

the board complained they were “sub-

jected to some of the same outside

influences—though not sinister—that

...influenced the jury in 19 13" (Atlanta

continued on page 10
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American Chemical Society Exposes

Reagan’s Yellow Rain Lie
In another cynical and provocative

move against the Soviet Union. Reagan
announced at his April 4 press confer-

ence a proposed treaty to "ban" chemi-
cal weapons. (There already is a treaty,

which the Soviets signed in 1928 and the

U.S. refused to sign until 1975, after the

Vietnam War was over. And in anycase
the United States has accumulated the

largest stockpile in the world of chemi-
cal and biological weapons, an estimat-

ed 150.000 tons.) The "treaty" ploy is

just a cover, as Reagan is pushing for a

massive $1.1 billion appropriation to

build up America's own deadly arsenal

of chemical weapons, including binary
nerve gas. One reporter asked Reagan at

the press conference how the U.S. would
answer charges that it was "talking

peace but preparing for war " And the

next day TASS, the official Soviet press

agency, rightly denounced Reagan's
sinister plans, noting “his Administra-

tion in fact intended to block any
agreement in this sphere by proposing

methods of ‘control’ and ‘verification’

designed to be unacceptable.”

Reagan also repeated the U.S. Big Lie

that the Soviets have used chemical
weapons in Afghanistan and Southeast
Asia. Yet the State Department is now
acting like it wished it had never heard

of "yellow rain": a February 21 State

Department report to the United Na-
tions blandly stated, according to the

New York Times (22 February), "there

was no confirmed use of chemical
weapons in Afghanistan last year and
that the deadlincss of chemical warfare

attacks in Laos and Cambodia had
diminished substantially.”

What's diminished substantially in

fact is any remaining shreds of credibili-

ty to the war-crazy Reagan administra-

tion’s “yellow rain" charges, first

launched by General Haig three years

ago. Thus Harvard biochemist and
chemical warfare expert Dr. Matthew
Meselson recently returned Irom a field

trip to Thailand with further evidence

that "yellow rain" is really bee
excrement—even sustaining a “direct

hit" by defecating bees, yellow splotches

which he called “indistinguishable"

Irom the samples and descriptions of

"yellow rain" Laotian refugees gave the

U.S. government (New York Times . 29

March).

"The damned thing is ridiculous."

says Saul Hormats, former director of

the U.S. Army's chemical weapons
program, with 37 years experience in the

field, about Reagan's charges. In a

devastating attack from the strictly

military viewpoint. Hormats ridiculed

the bi/arre “yellow rain" stories (see

excerpts from Hormats’ 26 February

Washington Rost article printed below).

And the American Chemical Society’s

journal Chemical & Engineering News
(9 January) also carried a detailed front-

page refutation of the Reaganauts’

claims, in anarticle by Lois Ember titled

"Yellow Rain." C&EN made the basic

point that the government hasn’t got

any real evidence:

“Sample pedigrees cither are not known
or suspect. Except lor the Afghan gas
mask, and some autopsy material, all

positive samples have been analv/cd by
one private laboratory and have not
been confirmed independently. The
Army laboratory analyzing environ-
mental samples has never detected
toxins in the numerous specimens from
Southeast Asia it has tested—never In

lact. the one environmental sample that

contained the highest level of T-2 toxin

reported was reanalyzed by this Army
laboratory and found to contain no
toxin. There arc no environmental and
biomedical samples from a single

alleged attack. And the U.S. has no
physical evidence that trichotheccnes
have been used in a weapons system.
Not one piece of military hardware

—

not a shell, grenade, rocket, canister,

or weapon fragment

—

has tested posi-

tive for toxins
"

Further. C&EN noted, the verbal

reports the State Department used come
from a pretty tainted source: "the

majority of the 150 to 200 reports of

yellow rain compiled by the State

Department in two compendia come
from the Hmong of Laos... from the

highly politicized Ban Vinai refugee

camp to the southeast [of Thailand],

The leadership of Ban Vinai is com-
posed of former members of the old

CIA-backed secret army in Laos. And
the more military-oriented stories come
from these former U.S. allies, not from
Hmong male farmers, and not from
Hmong women." says the article,

quoting Australian sociologist Grant
Evans and also Roger Rumpf and
Jacqui Chagnon who actually went to

I hailand to interview Hmong refugees

and f ound gigantic discrepancies in their

stories—particularly in one “star wit-

ness" who was interv iewed by dozens of
people and told them all different

stories.

There is some basis for the stories of

deadly chemicals dropping out of the

sky. however: Chemical Engineering
News notes, “the government must

Neue ZOrcher Zeiluog

Former members of old CIA-run secret army in Laos, now in Thai refugee
camp, are the source for "yellow rain" fabrications.

U.S. Army on NATO maneuvers in West Germany trains for chemical warfare.

explain why Hmong reported deaths

from the herbicides sprayed by the U.S.

in Laos in the early 1970s, and why the

Cambodians accused the U.S. and
South Vietnam of spraying a lethal

yellow powder on some of its villages in

1964." As we said in "Yellow Rain: Bee
Shit!” ( Young Spartacus No. 1 10.

Summer 1983):

“What’s behind the U.S.' bizarre hoax is

deadly serious business: ‘yellow rain’

was a shameless justification for ex-

panding America's already huge arsenal

ol poisonous binary nerve gases and
other horrible agents of chemical
warfare. All the Pentagon’s screaming
about supposed Soviet ‘violations’

of international conventions against

chemical warfare are cynical, crude lies.

designed in part to divert attention from
the Pentagon’s own ten-year bombard-
ment of Vietnam with deadly dioxins.

Agent Orange. Agent White. Agent
Blue—and napalm. Dow Chem’s flam-
ing gasoline jelly that sinks into its

victims' skin burning flesh away down
to the charred bone. Not to mention all

the bombs dropped over Indochina

—

more than in all of World War II—by
the war criminals of U.S. imperialism.
"So now we know the truth about
‘yellow rain.’ But that’s not going to
slop the U.S government’s mad drive
toward nuclear holocaust against the
USSR There’s so much blood on the
hands of the American ruling class that

we doubt a little bee shit is going to
bother them The point is to slop them
through socialist revolution before they
kill again."

U.S. Military Expert

Debunks Yellow Rain
We print below an abridged version

of an article b \ Saul Hormats. former
director of the U.S. Army's chemical
weapons program, which was published
in the 26 February IVN4 Washington
Post.

Thus far. the debate over yellow rain

has focused less on whether the Soviets

are using chemical weapons than on
how they are doing it. Unfortunately,
most of the testimony in the controversy
has come Irom diplomats, politicians,

analytical chemists and scientists with

academic backgrounds. Almost com-
pletely lacking has been an assessment

based - on a military appreciation of

chemical warfare agents, the munitions
used to deliver such agents, and the

logistics involved.

Such a military assessment raises

grave questions about whether the

Soviets have, in fact, engaged in the

chemical warfare activities with which
they have been charged.

In its report to Congress, the

administration declared flatly that the

Soviets had broken international agree-
ments. It charged Moscow with "repeat-
ed violations" of the 1925 Geneva
Protocol and ol the 1972 Biological and
Toxin Weapons Convention. Chemical
weapons were reported to have been
used against the anti-Soviet guerrillas in

Afghanistan, but primarily against

Hmong villages in Laos. The chemical
warfare agent is said to be a mold.

fusanum (popularly called “yellow
rain"), found naturally in infected crops
and poorly stored grain.

The evidence supporting these

allegations consists of a large number of
interviews by State Department officials

with Hmong relugees. and "solid evi-

dence" in the form of blood samples,

twigs and leaves, rock scrapings and a

contaminated Soviet gas mask pur-
chased in Kabul, Afghanistan

But the evidence seems less than solid

to one who has worked in the chemical
weapons field for 37 years.

To begin with, why should the Soviets

or their allies have chosen chemical
attack? Hmong villages are very small:

15 to 20 houses cover the equivalent of a
city block. There are many conventional
munitions (such as the antipersonnel
shells used in Vietnam and Beirut) easily

capable of destroying all the villagers.

White phosphorus shells of the kind
used in Beirut would not only destroy
the villagers but the village itself The
Soviets must certainly have large quan-
tities of these in their arsenal. Why.
then, would they risk world condemna-
tion by using chemical weapons'’

Let us assume that the Soviets wanted
to escape responsibility lor attacking a

village. They might then use a weapon
that would not leave ev idence of its use.

This would rule out nerve agents and
similar devices that leave unmistakable
effects. As a result, they might choose a

continued on page It)
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Lankan Weekend Mouthpiece for Bloody Repression

Sri Lanka: Deadly Lies

Target Spartacists

TO THE TIGER DEVELOPS A
HEADACHE' IN TAMILNADU

“2+ : ssjvarir{rsj sass-srr - ~

THE SHADOW OF TERROR STALKS
BENEATH ROUNDTABLE OF PEACE
BY PON MfTMUNA

— HELPING HAND

Besides sundry sympathisers
and ••contacts" <n the Int r-

national Terrorists Network
there are other foreign orga
nisations which render a
helping hand to the propa
gandists. Most of it is how
ever done for a fee. For ins-
tance the Snnrtuist Ltagu
of USA is believed to be
a very active outfit in this
regard.

The Sparticist League which
has branches in many parts
of the world has claimed that
It has organised anti-Lankan
demos in various parts of
USA. Britain. West Germany,
France, Canada, Australia and
India.

Their anti-Lankan publicity
campaigns are several years
old and did hardly coincide
with the July ’83 Incidents.
In Oct when **e t.apl'an

Prime Minister visited USA
it was the Sparticists who
organised the demos in New
York and Washington. Most
of the demonstrators are
•hired 1

for a fee. And the
volunteers are dime a dozen
coralled in from ghettos of
Bronx or among the lay-

abouts on 42nd Street in
New York.

But Sparticists are not a
bunch of quacks. They have
links with international ter-

rorists. Admittedly 'their
main obiective is supporting
the northern terrorists to
ensure ‘a struggle for a So-
cialist federation of South
F^st Asia' which ran liberate
all ’oppressed’ people in the
region. According to a docu-
ment issued bv the Sri Lanka
Union of USA, the Spa*!-
cists are resurrecting the do-
ino theory.

J^f| iiStl
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As mouthpiece for reactionary J.R.
regime, Weekend (4 March 1984) seeks
to incite and justify state terror against
Tamils and leftists, singles out the
international Spartacist tendency which
waged a worldwide protest compaign
against anti-Tamil pogroms.

Tiie international Spartacist tendency
has been targeted in a scurrilous and
deadly smear attack by the Weekend.
published by one of the two major
bourgeois English-language papers in

Sri Lanka. The article, an apology for

the genocidal violence directed against

the Tamil minority on the island, no
doubt reflects the views ol the security

police, whose murderous threats against

our comrades of the Spartacist League/
Lanka are aimed at silencing their

courageous defense of Tamil rights (see

"Hands Off Lanka Spartacists!" WV
No. 351. 30 March). The international

Spartacist tendency is branded as part

of "the International Terrorists Net-
work.” while the Weekend alibis the real

terrorists, the rightist government of

J.R. Jayewardene and his American
imperialist sponsors. We reprint on the

facing page, with minor changes to the

English, a reply by our Lankan com-
rades to the Weekend lies.

The terror against the Tamils in

Lanka continues. To justify draconian
measures of repression and a massive

influx of troops to the North, rumors
have been circulated of thousands of

Tamil guerrillas armed with AK-47s
preparing to invade from India. In

recent weeks the Air Force rampaged in

the North, murdering some 30 Tamils—
among the victims were said to be
children and pregnant women (London
Times, 31 March). At least nine more
were killed by Sinhalese troops in a new
wave of state-sponsored violence which
began on April 10. As we go to press, a
UPI dispatch reports that Tamil separa-
tists seized control of sections of Jaffna
and burned down government build-

ings. Jaffna isagain under martial law. a
military curfew has been imposed, and
phone links to the city have reportedly

been cut. The systematic organized state

terror against the Tamil people poses
more than ever the question of Tamil
self-determination, as J.R 's commu-
nalist massacres and the flight of terror-

ized Tamils forcibly separates the

island's peoples. Stop killing Lankan
Tamils! For the right of Tamil self-

determination in the North and East!

On April 2 a strike of 600.000 Tamil
plantation workers, demanding equal
pay with other government workers.

Spartacist League/Lanka’s publi-
cations in Sinhaia and Tamil defend
right of Tamils to national self-
determination.

crippled the government-owned tea and
rubber estates, main source of Lanka’s
foreign earnings (London Guardian. 4
April). The massive strike pits this key
proletarian sector against the reaction-
ary J.R, regime, demonstrating the
power that could topple the rule of
capitalism and Sinhaia chauvinism—of
both the J.R. and Mrs. B (Bandara-
naike) variety—and bring emancipation
to the oppressed Lankan Tamils and
Sinhaia workers alike. Victory to the
plantation workers strike!

The Weekend asserts that the

international protests we have built to

denounce the massacres of Tamils were
fake, using hired picketers. They figure
no one outside the island really cares if

thousands ol Jamils are slaughtered,
that we would be silent unless we were
being paid off. In this they reveal only
their own corrupt and servile values. We
observe that the Reagan administration
gave J.R. S7I million in economic and
military aid last June—shortly before
the massacres of Tamils began last

summer in the vicinity of Trincomalee—
and has begun sending helicopter
gunships for the Lankan armed forces to
use against the Tamils. We also note the
odd misspelling of our name in the
Weekend article as "Spart/cist." a
misspelling which crops up often in

documents of U.S. intelligence agencies

and planted press stories falsely portray-
ing our Marxist tendency as "terrorist."

We wonder if this is altogether

unrelated to the visits to Sri Lanka in

late 1983 of U.S. Defense Secretary

Weinberger and former Deputy CIA
Director Vernon Walters to meet with
J R. and discuss the possibility of U.S.
naval forces using Trincomalee harbor,
pivotal to military control of the Indian

Ocean, and key to the Reagan adminis-

tration’s rabid drive toward nuclear war
with the Soviet Union ( CounterSpy .

March-May). The London-based Tamil
Times (January) reports that a recent

agreement allowing the U.S. to set up a

"Voice of America" relay station near

Colombo includes a secret clause to

permit use of the station as a communi-
cation center linking U.S. naval forces

and military bases in the region, and the

stationing of U.S. troops in I anka.
We have seen the Weekend slanders

before: in a pamphlet published by the

I ankan Ministry of State last Septem-
ber. we are attacked for protests

"simultaneously supporting separatism

in Sri Lanka and condemning ‘Ameri-
can capitalism'." A Spartacist protest

last August in Los Angeles is singled

out, and this is no accident: in L A. we
received numerous threats of violence

and our demonstration was physically

attacked by rightist Sinhalese thugs.

Libelous violence-baiting propaganda
has as its function to justify real-life

murderous violence, against Tamils,
against strikers, against Marxists. As
the last vestiges of parliamentary de-
mocracy are stripped away under J.R.’s

bonapartist rule, the epithet "terrorist”

has become tantamount to a death
warrant.

J.R and his press agents would like to

pretend that Trotskyism has not existed

for over 50 years as an established

political current on the island Yet our
international movement has a long and
proud history of cqmmitment to the

Ceylonese revolutionary struggle From
!97 1 the iSt had fraternal relations with
the tendency of Edmund Samarakkody,
Meryl Fernando and Tulsiri Andradi.
which while gravely flawed had repre-
sented the best of the old Trotskyist
tradition. As internationalists, for many
years we have championed the rights of
Ceylonese unionists, insurgent Sinhaia
youth. Tamil nationalists and Marxist
militants. The Weekend's vicious libels,

intended to justify murderous state

repression against our tendency interna-

tionally, will not go unchallenged.
Down with Weekend's deadly libel!

Hands off Lanka Spartacists! Stop anti-

Tamil terror! Forward to a socialist

federation of Eelam and Lanka!

T,_i| .. i.«.i m , .
(London) Guardian

# SSEI.?! /
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St P°9">m, July 1983. Weekend s “terrorist" smear

Jayewardene regime
8 mS <0 USti,y ,he mass murder orchestrated by J.R.
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Telegram of support from Forward Seaman’s Union in India in response to

our call to Australian dock workers and Indian seamen to boycott all Sri

Lankan cargo in protest against anti-Tamil massacres last July.

Lankan Trotskyists Blast

“Terrorist” Smear
Spartacist League/Lanka
15th March. 1984

The Editor

Weekend
Independent Newspapers Ltd

Gunasena Mawatha
Colombo

Dear Editor,

We refer to the article "The Shadow
of Terror Stalks Beneath Roundtable of

Peace" by Don Mithuna published in

your paper on Sunday, March 4, 1984.

We take the reference made to the

Spartacist League/USA, under the sub-

title "Helping Hand," to be maliciously

written with the intention of attacking

this organization; the article’s contents

are deformed and filled with wrong
details.

Referring to the Spartacists in this

section the writer mainly attempts to

create in the mind of the reader the

impression that this organization has

links with “terrorists" and many who
join the Spartacists in their various

projects do so for payment, or on hire.

We challenge the writer's facile

statement that the international Sparta-

cist tendency is an organization with

“terrorist" links. On what basis does he

say so? From which source did he gather

this information? We believe that in

developed society no journalist would
be permitted to provide wrong informa-

tion to his readers, created in the mind
of the journalist. It should also be the

duty of a responsible newspaper not to

mislead its readers by providing false

information. Therefore we request that

you publish this letter and safeguard the

right of the reader.

There were others who had the

backbone to directly accuse the interna-

tional Spartacist tendency of being a

terrorist organization. It was the secret

police of the leader of the imperialist

war machine, the powerful American
Federal Bureau of Investigation and the

Department of Justice of the State of

California that declared in 1981 what

the writer in Weekend was blustering to

say. However, after it was proved that

labour parties which firmly believe in

socialism, or communist parties for that

matter, are not terrorist parties, they too

were compelled to withdraw the

charges. We are sending you a photo-

copy of the letter by the Attorney

General to all police stations in Califor-

nia stating that an “error" was made in

this regard. On another occasion, when
President Carter attended a Trade
Union meeting, a Spartacist member
was dragged out of the hall by the Secret

Service agents. After a lawsuit and

campaign against this action the secret

police apologised and paid up a sum of

$3,500 as compensation. This member
contributed the total sum towards the

Union fund. A photocopy of a docu-

ment relating to this incident is also sent

herewith. All this, in powerful America.

It looks as if the Lankan friends of the

imperialists have joined together to

suppress and destroy the true revolu-

tionary mass organizations that amplify

the cry of the proletariat. Such accusa-

tions are still made only by people like

Don Mithuna. who are afraid to see the

difference between communism and
terrorism. Here it is best to quote Leon
Trotsky in Terrorism and Communism
(1920):'

"What we are concerned with is not ai

all the defence of ‘terrorism’ as such

5,000 predominantly black workers and youth answer Spartacist call to stop
KKK racist terrorists from marching In Washington, D.C., 27 November 1982.
These militant blacks are not for hire, as Weekend claims.

WV Photo

Clockwise from top left: New York
City, 8 June 1981; West Berlin,

7 August 1983; London, 30 July 1983.

International Spartacist tendency
has protested and exposed J.R.’s

bonapartism and attacks on workers
and oppressed Tamil minority.

Spartakist

IH LANKAi*
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Spartacist Britain

Methods of compulsion and terrorisa-

tion down to the physical extirpation of

its opponents have up to now advan-

taged. and continue to advantage in an
infinitely higher degree the cause of
reaction, as represented by the outworn
exploiting classes, than they do the

cause of historical progress, as repre-

sented by the proletariat. The jury of

moralists who condemn ‘terrorism’ of

whatever kind have their gaze fixed

really on the revolutionary deeds of the

persecuted who are seeking to set

themselves free

“To-day the pious enemy of terrorism is

keeping up by the help of organized
violence a ‘peaceful’ system of unem-
ployment, colonial oppression, armed
forces and preparation for fresh wars.

“The present work, therefore, is far

away from any thought of defending
terrorism in general. It champions the

historical justification of the proletarian

revolution. The root idea of the book is

this: that history down to now has not

thought out any other way of carrying

mankind forward than that of setting up
always the revolutionary violence of the

progressive class against the conserva-

tive violence of the outworn classes."

The international Spartacist tendency

is not nameless, faceless or defenceless.

It has a proud labour history. It is a

propagandist organization devoted to

organizing the international working

class into power. Terrorism does not

arise from a working class movement.
On the other hand, why do Spartacists

hail the Red Army in Afghanistan and

call for victory to the leftist rebels in El

Salvador and the militants in Nicaragua
and Cuba? Because they are essential in

expanding the labour victories of the

October Revolution. The international

Spartacist tendency is an organization

with newspapers, magazines, periodi-

cals—published in various languages in

various parts of the world and sold

openly.

In this letter we do not intend to write

about Don Mithuna’s article. However
we should write about the slanderous

statement he makes about the partici-

pants at Spartacist demonstrations.

According to him the Spartacists have
organized only anti-Lankan rallies

regarding the Tamil people's problems.

Moreover he states that demonstrators

are hired, and volunteers are found from
ghettos. Here Don Mithuna exhibits his

racist policies!

The international Spartacist tendency

has demonstrated not only on behalf of

the Lankan Tamil people, but also on
behalf of the Lankan working class and
the other oppressed masses. When the

UNP government suppressed the July

1980 strikers, the international Sparta-

cist tendency organized international

protest rallies. We wish to state here that

front page news reports covering these

demonstrations were published in your
daily newspapers Davasa and Sun on
September 16, 1980 along with photo-

graphs. If. as Don Mithuna says,

thousands of people join these demon-
strations for a fee, then how much
would this organization have had to pay
to that estimated crowd of over 5000
that participated in the November 27

Labour/Black Mobilization in 1982?

This demonstration stopped the Ku
Klux Klan from marching in Washing-
ton, D.C. The fact is that in a period

when capitalist states day by day
diminish the right of the working class

to organize, to demonstrate, and with-

draw the right of expression, people in

hundreds and in thousands form them-
selves behind a fearless proletarian

organization like the international

Spartacist tendency which moves for-

ward. to picket and organize labour

demonstrations. For example, look at

the appended names of various political,

labour and social organizations that

supported the November 27 Labour/
Black Mobilization. Many black people

in America participate in these rallies

because they are also subject to oppres-

sion just as the Lankan Tamil people.

“For hire" is a very old capitalist

accusation. Long before Don Mithuna.
capitalist agents used this to attack

working class organizations. Why do
Blacks from New York or any other city

in America now begin to line up behind
Spartacists? It is because gradually they

have begun to understand that the

American Revolution needs black

continued on page 8
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Nicaragua...
(continued from page I

)

even pissed off Barry Goldwater, who is

just about the best friend the CIA had

on Capitol Hill.

Reagan’s Central American policy is

losing on the battlefield, and it's not

doing very well on the home front either

CIA-directed
“contra" terror raids and

harbor sabotage against Sandinista

Nicaragua are a resounding political

failure as well as a military failure. Ever

since Carter/Mondalestarted Cold War
II, the rulers of this country have been

unable to mobilize the mass of Ameri-

cans for their anti-Soviet crusade. Yet

the Sunday New York Times (8 April)

reports that "Senior officials in the

Reagan Administration say that con-

tingency plans are being drawn for the

possible use of United States combat

troops in Central America.. ." This is

supposed to be justified under that

latter-day Monroe Doctrine, the 1947

Rio Treaty, used for the 1965 Santo

Domingo invasion and conveniently

forgotten during last fall’s Grenada
adventure.

Reagan’s war-crazy frustration over

Central America makes him especially

dangerous, like a wounded animal. For

him the decline of U.S. imperialism

represented by the defeat in Vietnam

must be met by escalating military

intervention and an increasing thrust

toward bonapartism at home. Reagan

ended his April 4 press conference by

eulogizing General Douglas MacArthur
and wishing the Vietnam War had been

a declared war so domestic opponents

could have been locked up for "lending

comfort and aid to the enemy.” But the

U.S. public remains disinclined to

sacrifice its sons for dictators who
massacre thousands of their own people

(as well as U.S. nuns) for the global war

against Communism.
The Democrats in Congress and on

the election campaign trail are trying to

take advantage of this growing senti-

ment by presenting a more sophisticated

war policy for U.S. imperialism in

Central America The Democrats are

haunted by their defeat in Vietnam and

they want a war they can win. Even as

Congress coos like doves they vote like

hawks for Reagan’s huge military

appropriations and the open-secret war

on Nicaragua. The bloodbath that all

wings of the American bourgeoisie are

preparing for the worker and peasant

fighters south of the border can be

repulsed only with a struggle for a

military victory for the leftist insurgents,

to obliterate the death squads and sweep

away the bloodsucking oligarchy, open-

ing the road to workers revolution

throughout the region. While the

reformists cry, “No more Vietnams in

Central America," revolutionaries re-

ply: Vietnam was a victory! Two. three,

many defeats for U.S. imperialism! No
negotiated sellout of the Central Ameri-

can revolution!

Right now while the lights arc

flashing in the Pentagon war room,

while the Yankee rulers try to "buy a

little respect" by parading their aircraft

carriers from Grenada to Beirut, and

ramming Soviet subs from the Bermuda
Triangle to the Sea of Japan, one thing

stands out: antiwar protests at home
have disappeared. Why? Because the

rad-libs are caught up in Democratic

Party electoral politics, getting sucked

into Gary Hart's appeal to the"Vietnam

generation" and Jesse Jackson’s talk of

"changing priorities.” What’s needed is

some rip-roaring class-struggle "in the

belly of the beast." For labor action to

stop the imperialist slaughter in Central

America: the unions must hot-cargo all

shipments of military materiel to Rea-

gan’s butchers!

While Congress may fear that Reagan
will stumble into a nuclear Arma-
geddon. and the White House wants to

pm the blame on the Democrats for

“losing” Central America (as well as

Lebanon), their differences are ulti-

mately tactical. It’s all part of the anti-

Soviet war drive uniting liberals and

conservatives, “doves” and "hawks."

Senate Democrats havejust given more-

than-sufficient proof of a “bipartisan"

foreign policy in voting S60 million in

"economic" aid to the Salvadoran

dictatorship and another $21 million to

the Nicaraguan contras. Reagan knows

well that their "sense of Congress"

resolutions are so much hot air, As

Russell Baker put it. “In this way.

Congressmen can keep financing a war

while making speeches about the dread-

lul peril of going to war. and self-

righteousness meets hypocrisy coming

around the barn, to the political

advantage of everyone concerned
”

Sinking ships is dangerous business.

Something blew up the Maine back in

1898, and when Teddy Roosevelt

tumbled to the fact that there was some
kind of insurgency afoot in the Caribbe-

an he quickly whooped it up for the

Spanish-American War. (Years later it

was discovered that there was some kind

of internal explosion aboard the Maine.

but this didn’t stop the war.) So the

Soviet oil tanker Lugansk hit a mine

planted bv a team of CIA saboteurs

operating out of a mother ship 12 miles

off the Nicaraguan coast; as a result five

crewmen were critically injured and the

ship badly damaged. Do the Bonzos in

the White House want a war against the

Soviets who will be justifiably and

honorably fighting to "Remember the

Lugansk'." As communists—revolu-

tionary. proletarian and internation-

alist—we say: Defend Nicaragua!

Kill the ClA/contra invaders! Sink the

minelayers!

Lankan
Trotskyists...
(continuedfrom page 7)

leadership! True labour organizations

do not have money to throw about

because they are not a part in the

management of the economy. However
for people in this country it will not be

necessary at all to explain which

organizations hire people for a ten rupee

note, or a packet of lunch or a bottle of

arrack, a buriyani or free musical shows.

People in this country know quite well

which class attacked the peasants, the

workers, the students using money and
thuggery, who destroyed their picket

lines, crushed their strikes and even

murdered those people who gathered to

use their rights.

How comforting it would be if peace

to bleeding Lebanon, wounded by
religious, sectarian, racialist, commu-
nalist conflicts, or peace to the whole of

Europe, armed to the teeth with Ameri-
can imperialists' Pershing and cruise

missiles and yet trembling in fear of war.

could be brought after stabilizing these

countries by ending terrorism. How nice

il these things could be achieved at Don
Mithuna’s roundtable conference But

the working class understands that it

cannot happen so. They understand that

liberation for oppressed masses in

various parts of the world rests upon the

true socialist slates that will be consti-

tuted in those various countries Only
thereby will the suppression of the

Tamils from Sinhala communalists he

halted, and the fear within the Sinhala

people over the 40 million Tamils in

India and the hatred towards the Tamils

in the North for attempting to divide the

country be eased. How can one stop the

countries in this region joining with

imperialists to crush the first workers

state on Earth—the USSR? That is only

by making the socialist revolution

possible in Lanka, India and in the

whole of South Asia. To this the

international Spartacist tendency and

all its other sections are devoted; and it

is no secret for Don Mithuna. Intention-

ally he hides this from the masses The
international Spartacist tendency is an

organization with a perspective for a

world Socialist Federation.

Finally, one thing should be said

Don Mithuna has dutifully served the

purpose as an agent for the entire

capitalist class to viciously attack,

slander and destroy working class

movements.

Patrick Fernando
Spartacist l eague/ Lanka

Copies to:

All lelt organizations

Human rights organizations

All newspaper publishers in Sri Lanka
and abroad

Britain...
(continued from page Jj

speakers droned on about moral and
financial support lor the strike. But one
NUR militant Irom London Transport,

a supporter ol the Spartacist League,

intervened to demand, "shut down rail

and power now"—and was greeted with

applause.

Against the right's open scabbing and

the do-nothing talk of the “lefts,” our

supporters in the unions have fought to

mobilise strike action. A week after the

strike began two NUR branches in

London Transport adopted motions put

by Spartacist supporters demanding the

blacking of all coal and a national rail

strike (including London Transport) in

the event of any victimisation. At BL’s

[British Leylands] Rover Solihull facto-

ry, the shop stewards' committee en-

dorsed the resolution initiated by a

Spartacist supporter calling not only for

financial and picket support, but for

shutting down open-cast mines.

We of the Spartacist League/Britain

and our supporters in the trade unions

have thrown our full resources into

fighting to win the strike. More than

15.000 copies of our special strike

supplement, as well as thousands more
leaflets have been distributed up and

down the country, from Scotland to

Yorkshire. South Wales and Kent. Our
banner on the March 29 "Democracy
Day" demonstration in London stood

out with its call to “Smash Tory
Assault— Miners Must Not Stand

Alone!” We have organised public

meetings to get out the truth about the

strike. In Dunscroft, South Yorks,

striking miners turned out March 29 to

see the film Harlan County. U.S. A. and

hear speakers including Gene Herson.

a seaman from the U.S. and organiser

of a class-struggle opposition in the

National Maritime Union

The following night a London SL
public meeting featured as guest speak-

ers Kent NUM president Malcolm Pitt,

and a militant from the NUR. A
Spartacist spokesman laid out the

central issues of this strike: "From a

simply trade-union standpoint it should

be obvious that if the miners are out on
strike, the railwaymen don’t handle scab
coal, and the steel workers don’t handle
coal, and the lorry drivers don't handle
coal, and the power workers don’t

handle coal The problem is that il these

simple tactics ol trade-union solidarity

are carried out then this country doesn’t

run And the reason why these kinds of
elementary solidarity actions which arc

being addressed in words, have not been
implemented, is because the trade-union
leadership and the leadership ol the

Labotu Party are quite well aware that it

they precipitate a general strike around
the question of the miners, then they
pose the question ol power—and they
do not want to get rid ol capitalism.

"And the fundamental issue that I

want to address myself to is the question

of the attitude towards the Russian

Revolution and the Soviet Union. It’s

quite obvious if one looks at this

particular strike, that those elements in

the workers movement who hate the

Soviet Union the most are the ones that

most violently talk about urging work-
ers to cross the picket line. A classic

example of this is Frank Chappie—but

there are more than he. And that is why
Blackpool was so important When
Scargill made that point [about Solidar-

nosc] and not one single delegate at the

TUC congress got up to defend him
when he was being redbaited, then

Margaret Thatcher knew she had a good
chance of isolating this union. And
that’s why she provoked this."

Today the Labour Party leadership is

openly trying to sell out the miners,

while the "left" like Tony Benn. so keen
to maintain unity behind Kinnock,
refuses even to oppose a strikebreaking

ballot The British working class is

today in the throes of its most decisive

struggle for many decades against the

raw naked power of the capitalist state

This battle must be won! The workers of
this country desperately need a fighting

revolutionary vanguard party forged
through splitting the Labour Party,

winning the working-class base away
Irom the pro-capitalist leaders around
the program of revolutionary class

struggle. This is what the Spartacist

League seeks to build, and w hy we sav
today: V ictory to the miners! Spread the

strike! Shut down rail, steel, and the

power stations! Smash Tory attacks!

Bring down Thatcher!*
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French Steel

Workers...
(continued from page I

)

automobile)—entire layers of the pro-

ductive apparatus—are condemned,

and entire regions, like Lorraine, along

with them. Mitterrand is trampling on

even those pale reforms promised by the

Union of the Left to hoist himself above

and independent of his own electoral

majority. He is presenting himself as a

candidate for the bonapartist strong-

man a la deGaulle. Thus his debate with

the bourgeois opposition only concerns

the best methods for smashing the

workers. This government is attacking

its own base. But key sectors of the

workers are fighting back.

Lorraine is a particularly flagrant

cane, since in a certain sense Mitterrand

owes his presidential armchair to the

battles of the steel workers in 1979,

which were the beginning of the end for

the right-wing bourgeois Giscard re-

gime. It’s not surprising that Mitterrand

is increasingly hated in this region, as

witnessed by the appearance of banners

like “Mitterrand: bought by capital," or

by the burning down of the Socialist

Party headquarters at Metz (which was

quitedearly carried out by the workers).

These “minority” actions are greeted

with approval by thousands of workers.

Fresh from his visit to the United

States. Mitterrand seems starry-eyed

over Reagan's “free enterprise”: bloody

smashing of strikes, hunger and misery

for millions of unemployed. But in all

the capitalist countries, the bourgeoisie

attacks the workers—slashing of wages,

massive layoffs, closing of factories and

the chauvinist witchhunt against immi-

grant workers— in order to save their

profits and accelerate their preparations

for war against the Soviet Union. In

Britain, it’s the miners strike against

Thatcher's austerity; in Germany
massive layoffs provoked the occupa-

tion of the shipyards; in Italy, the

“socialist" government of Craxi is trying

to eliminate cost-of-living indexesand is

encountering a massive revolt based on

the factory councils.

Today, Mitterrand has made the

liquidation of the steel industry in

Lorraine his personal business. Even

earlier he sent his CRS riot police

against factory occupations, giving the

green light to a campaign of police

terror against our immigrant class

brothers. Sticking with Mitterrand is

suicide!

In 1981 the Ligue Trotskyste said.

“Giscard. never; No to Mitterrand!"

Elected with the implicit support of the

Gaullist nationalists, on the basis of a

flamboyant anti-Soviet campaign. Mit-

terrand never promised anything other

than the restructuring of French capital-

ism. His policy of “revival” fell to pieces

like a house of cards, leaving a mountain
of international debts. Thus, to demand
that Mitterrand “keep his promises” is

grotesque; he never promised anything
to the steel workers except a phony
“reconversion.”

This government has created an
economic mess and has brought down
everybody’s wrath on its head: the

peasants, small shopkeepers, truckers

—

and important sectors of the working
class. In face of the mobilizations by the

enraged petty bourgeoisie, which have

been led by reactionaries of all stripes,

the solution is not to stick with Mitter-

rand. If the working class shows its

power in struggle it will be possible to

split the middle classes and rally broad
layers to the side of the working class.

On 4 April at Longwy. the entire

population was behind the steel work-
ers, down to the last shopkeeper. Now is

the time to unify those industrial sectors

which are under the gun—coal, ship-

yards. steel, automobile—and to muster
them around the only measure which
can make this brutally anti-working-

class government bend—a general strike

against Mitterrand's austerity policies.

“Normal” trade-union struggle is not

sufficient in the face of such far-reaching

government attacks. To try to fight

workplace by workplace like the bu-

reaucrats tell us to do is a real recipe for

defeat. All the more so since in many
cases strikes would not do much to

threaten bosses who are in any case

seeking to reduce production. A general

strike should be combined with the

militant tactic of factory occupations.

The dismantling ol the steel industry in

France and throughout West Europe

has been ordered by the capitalist

Common Market. The entire European

bourgeoisie will support Mitterrand

against the workers' resistance. There-

fore it will be indispensable for dockers

and the railway workers to boycott all

attempts to import coal, ore, steel, etc.

This is how the British miners have

sought to extend their strike.

April 13 must become a jumping-off

point, not for a protest action that

merely blows off steam, but a general

strike to smash Mitterrand’s austerity, a

real general strike which stops the

factories, ports, airports and transport

throughout France. This general strike

which directly challenges the popular-

front government cannot rely on the

reformist misleaders and must over-

come the bureaucratic divisions in the

union movement, reaching beyond
organized labor to the unorganized

worker: For strike committees and

committees of action—embryos of

working-class political power. Such a

strike will pose inevitably the question

of power and the necessity to finish with

the economic chaos of capitalism by

installing a real workers government.

And this perspective not only goes

beyond regional and sectoral limits, but

also beyond national borders.

Karl Marx Was Right

Nearly 1 50 years ago, the Communis

i

Manifesto explained: “The conditions

of bourgeois society are too narrow to

comprise the wealth created by them.”

The results: cyclical crises which period-

ically destroy the productive forces.

“Modernize or perish.” they tell us.

Every year for the last ten years the rate

of productive investment in France has

gone down by 2 percent. It is the

bourgeoisie, and it alone, which is

responsible for the dilapidation of its

own productive apparatus. This is the

result of the system of production for

profit.

In earlier times, doctors “cured”

people with leeches, by repeated bleed-

ings. Their patients often died. Our
“socialist" witch doctors of sick capital-

ism will not obtain better results. Their

austerity program bleeds the working

class, pillaging or eliminating social

welfare programs. However, this

massive transfer of resources will not re-

start capitalist investment, which is still

blocked by the fall in the rate of profit.

Soon we will have 3 million unem-
ployed at a rate of 86,000 jobs eliminat-

ed a year; zero growth. And all they give

us is blah-blah about reconversion. Last

year at Longwy. of the 280 new jobs

created, seven went to ex-steel workers.

Years of experience and high level skills

are threatened with extinction.

The disastrous situation of the steel

industry today is the result of years ol

capitalist anarchy. There is massive

overproduction and overcapacity of

steel on the world market. To maintain

the steel mills of France would mean
ferocious protectionism and/or one hell

of an armaments program producing a

vast number of tanks. To get out of the

impasse we need a real planned econo-

my. Millions of workers know today

that nationalizations by the bourgeois

state change nothing. Nationalized

enterprises are still run according to the

profit criteria, and they speed up and lay

off tens of thousands of workers.

As long as capitalism lasts, it is

impossible to talk about the steel

industry producing for the needs of

society. All the “counterplans" offered

by the reformists are utopian (as

utopian as Mitterrand’s plan to trans-

form France into one gigantic “Silicon

Valley”); they run up against the

insurmountable barrier of the rate of

profit.

“Produce French" is a deadly trap for

the workers. We lose on all sides:

protectionist measures provoke a reply

in kind and what is gained on the

domestic market is lost in exports. This

is to choose “solidarity" with the

employers association, our class en-

emies, against our class brothers in

other countries, who face the exact same
problems as we do. It is to turn one’s

back on the only real solution—
rational, socialist planning on the

European level. Reactionary and utopi-

an, economic nationalism kindles the

fires of chauvinism, cutting French

workers off from those who have been in

the vanguard of struggle for the last two

years: the immigrant workers, in partic-

ular those in auto. Defending them

against deportations and racist terror is

a defense of the spearhead of the

struggle against Mitterrand’s austerity

For a New Revolutionary
Leadership

Ever since 1979 the steel workers of

Lorraine have demonstrated an un-

equaled combativity. Where is the

leadership worthy of their struggles?

For the three years of Mitterrand’s

government, the Communist Party and

the CP-led CGT labor federation have

smothered working-class discontent,

thus rendering an incalculable service to

the "Republic." that is to big capital.

Today, they may well find themselves

kicked out the door, and precisely for

having done these favors for the

bourgeoisie! Mitterrand is attacking the

working-class base of the CP (what
good are parliamentary posts if their

bastions in heavy industry are liquidat-

ed), because the reformist bureaucrats

have taken so many kicks in the teeth

and have gone so far as to break strikes

themselves, like at Talbot this year, to

cling to their ministerial back seats.

Dumping the whole responsibility for

the crisis of the steel industry on

German capitalism, the CP has objec-

tively blocked with the Gaullists on the

basis of "anti-K rautism." The reformists

have set the steel workers of Usinor-

Dunkerquc. of Longwy. of Fos against

each other Even worse, their disgusting

chauvinism prevented a common
struggle with the Belgian and German
workers (who have been fighting for a

35-hour workweek).

What we need is a leadership which

takes decisions based on the fact that

this government is a sworn enemy of the

workers and which, armed with a class-

struggle program, can lead to victory.

We must fight like hell to take back the

unions on the basis of a revolutionary

program, and create through this

struggle strike committees and factory

committees, which will regroup broader

layers of workers. The key is a new
revolutionary leadership—a Leninist

party, a Trotskyist vanguard party. We
Trotskyists base ourselves on the lessons

of the past—the bankruptcy of the Blum
Popular Front which ordered the

shooting down of anti-fascist demon-
strators at Clichy in 1937. We warned

the workers against the popular front of

Mitterrand. CP leader Marchais pros-

trated himself before Mitterrand, while

the “far left” transformed itself into

cheerleaders for the popular front.

Today there is no recognized revolu-

tionary leadership capable of giving

resolute leadership in this class war. Yet

as Mitterrand dismantles French indus-

try, throwing tens of thousands of

workers on the slag heap, the proletariat

is pushed toward a general strike against

the capitalist austerity program in order

to ensure its very survival To para-

phrase Leon Trotsky on the 1 926 British

general strike, the working class cannot

permit the bankruptcy of French capi-

talism to mean the bankruptcy of the

French people. And the more far-

reachmgand militant the struggle, to the

degree the stranglehold of the tradition-

al. reformist misleaders of the proletari-

at is broken, the revolutionary energies

of the workers can be unleashed for the

decisive battles ahead.

The question of economic recovery is

posed as the necessity for the conquest

of power by the proletariat. The organs

of dual power—strike committees,

factory committees, mass pickets which

will become workers self-defense de-

tachments and ultimately workers

militias—will be the bases for a real

workers government.

Mitterrand's savage attacks upon the

French working class cannot be separat-

ed from his aggressive support to

Western imperialism’s war drive against

the Soviet Union. This French social

democrat has served as Reagan’s

sergeant-major in NATO Europe. More
rabidly than any other West European
regime, Mitterrand sought to whip up
anti-Communist hysteria over Polish

Solidarnosc, that “free trade union" for

the CIA, world bankers and Vatican.

The struggle of the French workingclass

against Mitterrand’s austerity is insepa-

rable from the unconditional military

defense of the Soviet Union.

A progressive solution to the

economic crisis of Common Market
Europe, most acute in Mitterrand’s

France, cannot be separated from the

"other" Europe: the degenerated/

deformed workers states of the Soviet

bloc. We need a communist revolution

against capitalist exploitation and
anarchy in West Europe and a proletari-

an political revolution against Stalinist

bureaucratic oppression and economic
mismanagement in East Europe. This is

the road to a Socialist United States of

Europe. Neither a popular front nor
overt rightists nor reformist workers
parties, but only a workers government
can make the adjustments and rationali-

zations of industry without willfully

and grievously injuring the working
people.

AP
Socialist Party headquarters in Longwy sacked and documents torched by
enraged steel workers.
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Yellow Rain...
(continued from page 5)

device whose effect could be construed

as resulting from naturally occurring

food poisoning. Yellow rain would be

one choice—but not a very probable

one. Whether evading responsibility

was the attacker's intent—or whether

the intent was overt terror—there are

cheaper and more effective techniques

at hand.

There are many substances, well-

known and available to weapons design-

ers, that fill this bill. For example, an

aerosol container the size of the smallest

found on a supermarket shelf, slightly

strengthened and modified and contain-

ing a solution of botulinal toxin type A.

would kill everyone in a village if the

poison was released in or near it. Deaths

would appear to have been caused by

botulism food poisoning. The weight of

such a munition might be less than half a

pound.

Should the Soviets decide to engage

in biological warfare, the agent might

well be the microorganism coxiella

Burnetii, which causes Q-fever and is

found in most parts of the world. The
agent is easy to produce. Chills, fever,

fatigue and weight loss can last for a

month or longer and would be attribut-

ed to inadequate pasiurization of milk

or milk products. Domesticated live-

stock and poultry would also be

infected. The munition to do all this

might weigh as little as two ounces.

Compared to these agents, yellow ram
presents tremendous logistical prob-

lems. Yellow rain itself has been re-

ported by the State Department to con-

tain only very small percentages of the

supposed toxic ingredient, called T-2.

Since one part yellow rain is reported

to contain only one ten-thousandth part

or less of T-2. and T-2 is only one-fiftieth

as toxic as our present lethal chemical

agents, it would take some 500.000 times

as much fusarium mold to attack a given

target than if a standard lethal chemical

agent were used. At a minimum, about

3.000 tons of yellow rain would be

required to attack a village. To place this

quantity on the target would require

20.000 to 30,000 shells—some two hours
of fire from a full Soviet artillery

division—ora minimum of 8.000 tons ol

bombs dropped from the air

It- is true the Soviets believe in massive
air attack and artillery fire, but would
they adopt this tactic in a remote
mountain village of 15 to 20 families'? A
six-gun. 122mm howitzer battery of the

kind attached to a Soviet infantry

regiment, firing one salvo of conven-
tional shells weighing in all about 1.000

pounds, would leave little of the village.

Since none of the State Department

reports of yellow rain incidents give any

indication of such physical destruction,

one might assume that the agent was

delivered as a cloud from large transport

or cargo planes. However, fusarium is a

solid and not a gas or volatile liquid. To
be effective, it would have to be dropped

from an aircraft as very finely divided

particles and then inhaled by the people

in the village. But if the necessary 3,000

tons was dropped in this way over a

village, very little of the light, fluffy

material would reach the target. Most of

it would be carried away by the wind.

Evidence of chemical or biological

attack is unmistakable to an experi-

enced observer. Indeed, an experienced

observer can come close to describing

the munition and probably the agent

used just from a description of the

attack However, the descriptions pro-

vided by State Department interroga-

tors give no patterns whatsoever fitting

any known type of chemical or biologi-

cal attack.

Agents giving very different symp-
toms and effects are described The
colors of the toxins are not just yellow,

but almost thcentire spectrum. Delivery

is by a variety of means, including

plastic bags opened above the target,

spray tanks, shells, bombs, grenades

and rockets. The clouds of agents are

composed ol large granules, liquid

drops and very fine clouds.

Faking the State Department evi-

dence at face value, several hundred
combinations of agents and delivery

systems seem to have been used But it is

unlikely that the Soviet Union has such

a large number. Judging by U.S.

experience, it takes 10 years or longer to

search for a new agent, research its

toxicity and methods of dissemination,

and develop, lest and produce it. Given

the number of munitions and agents

that the Soviets are said to have

employed, they must have devoted

several thousand years to the develop-

ment and production of them!

A very important part of a weapons
development program is assuring relia-

bility in combat Judging from the very

large number of incidents that have been

reported, there should be a very large

number of duds and malfunctions that

could serve as indisputable proof of

Soviet chemical weapons activities. Yet

the best evidence put forward for the use

of these weapons are moldy twigs, leaves

and rock scrapings

There arc grave doubts, to say the

least, about the validity of the allega-

tions on which the administration’s

report and the Senate resolution rests.

Certainly, individuals at the Defense

Department and CIA also must have

expressed their doubts. So it is difficult

to understand why the secretary of

defense and the director of the CIA
persist in their positions given the

absence of acceptable evidence suggest-

ing the Soviets have been or are engaged

in chemical warfare. The Slate Depart-

ment’s allegations appear to be based on

imaginative responses to naive and
gullible interrogators.

Our country would be better served if

the Senate reconsidered its resolution

condemning the Soviets and turned its

attention to another question: Has
Congress been misled, and if so. by
whom?*

Leo Frank...
(continuedfrom page 4)

Constitution . 3 January). Thus the

Parole Board obscenely lumps together

those seeking to exonerate the lynched

victim with the racist mob who was his

killer!

It has been clear for 70 years that Leo
Frank was innocent. Governor Slaton

was convinced of Frank's innocence at

the time, but feared to free him We
don’t know who killed Mary Phagan
and at this point it is immaterial. No
black or Jew could get a “fair trial" in

the murder case of a young white

woman in Marietta. Georgia in 1913—
indeed, across the South few- blacks ever

saw the inside of a courtroom at all, as

the racist mobs with their whips and
lynch ropes rode high. And today the

K K K/ Nazis shoot dow n black ladies on
the street in Chattanooga to “celebrate”

Hitler’s birthday, while in Montgomery
the Taylor family is arrested, beat up
and hauled into court for resisting a

KKK nightriding armed attack by white

thugs (who turned out to be the cops). In

what is at best willful blindness, ADI
national director Nathan Perlmutter

remarked that the pardon had been

defeated “not by Klansmen, but by

bureaucratic insensitivity” (Atlanta

Journal. 23 December 1983). Yet when
the pardon was rejected, naturally the

fascist filth sheet Thunderbolt crowed.

“Thank God the power of the Jews in

this country is not absolute."

A lot of bourgeois hypocrisy

surrounds the efforts to exonerate Leo
Trank. For the Atlanta Constitution (20

December 1983) a pardon for Frank
means “Laying the burden down"! But

deadly racist terror is on the rise, and no
symbolic gesture is going to wipe the

slate clean of the complicity of the

capitalist state. From the night patrols

which went after Negro freedmen as

Black Reconstruction was waning to the

lynchings of blacks in the 1920s to the

present, the KKK killers have always
lived in symbiosis with the bourgeois

state. To put an end to the lynchings

once and for all time, it is necessary to

mobilize militant labor/black action to

crush the fascist slime; and to draw the

masses of workers and oppressed
minorities into political struggle against

all the capitalist politicians—from the

liberal Northern Democrats who killed

busing to the Dixiecrats and “New
South" Republicans.

It is the bipartisan anti-Soviet war
drive which brings out the anti-

Communist fascist killers and turns
their patrons like Larry McDonald into
"responsible” American politicians.

Today everyone from Mondale to Jesse
Jackson courts Alabama governor
“Segregation Forever" Wallace as they
echo the slogan of the defeated Confed-
erate plantation owners, that “The
South shall rise again.” Socialists and all

those who light lor black freedom must
fight to "Finish the Civil War!” Only a
third American Revolution will avenge
all the victims of the lvjjfhers. Only a
workers state will achieve genuine racial

integration which the liberal-led civil

rights movement could not. by bringing
down the racist capitalist system which
gives rise to the murderous race-hate
terrorists.

Lauren & Ray...
(continued from page 12)

town Oakland to demand “Freedom
and Jobs Back for Lauren and Ray!”

Initiated by the PSDC. the demonstra-

tion gathered wide-ranging support

among labor, black and civil rights

organizations and prominent individu-

als. The case of Lauren and Ray was

becoming known throughout black

Oakland—a symbol and rallying point

against racist attack. The mobilization

for October 29 forced the D A to drop

the “great bodily injury’’ clause against

Ray and Lauren, which shaved three

years off their potential sentence. On
March I. some 100 supporters of Ray
and Lauren demonstrated at the Hay-

ward Municipal Court todemand a stop

to the frame-up. At one court appear-

ance after another, defense backers

packed the courtroom to show that Ray
and Lauren did not stand alone On
April 2. phone workers held a lunchtime

rally at Pacific Tel’s downtown San
Francisco headquarters to expose Ma
Bell's role in the frame-up.

While the phone company early on

had tried to distance itsell from the

prosecution, claiming it was “not the

party filing charges" (Oakland Post. 26

October 1983). when the pre-trial

hearing began. Pacific Tel lawyers were

at the D.A.'s side in court and PT& I

security officials attended court ses-

sions. Company management de-

scended on Ray and Lauren’s former

work locations in the altermath of the

strike. Forced transfers, harassment and
intensive overtime were directed at

breaking up pockets of militancy among
the workforce and intimidating phone
workers. But these same workers were

among the most active supporters of

Ray and Lauren’s defense. Not only did

they come to rallies and court appear-

ances. but they also made real personal

and financial sacrifices to aid the

defense, as well as helping to raise much-
needed funds and spread the word
throughout the labor movement
Over 200 labor leaders endorsed the

defense of Ray and Lauren. The
Alameda County and San Francisco

Central Labor Councils—representing

over 100.000 AFL-CIO workers—
passed motions demanding the drop-
ping ol charges against Ray and Lauren
as well as the three other Bay Area
phone workers arrested during the

strike and facing misdemeanor charges.

Many prominent individuals and politi-

cal figures gave their support, including

Congressman Ron Dellums, Muham-
mad Ah. Stokely Carmichael. Angela
Davis, and Dorothy Healey and Man-
ning Marable. vice-chairs of the Demo-
cratic Socialists of America. Numerous
labor and civil rights attorney s, as well

as black. Hispanic and student organi-

zations endorsed the defense. Over two

WV Photo
Ray and Lauren on the picket line
last summer.

Sponsor: Partisan Defense Committee

HOUSTON PERSON & ETTA JONES
SMALL’S PARADISE

2294 Seventh Avenue
(Adam Clayton Powell Blvd

Near 135th St.)

SUNDAY, APRIL 29
6 p.m. to Midnight

Tickets: $5 advance $8 at the door $10 contributing

• Celebrate the victory against the Moonies' Washington Times libel of
the November 27, 1982 Labor/Black Mobilization that stopped the
KKK!

• Celebrate! Lauren Mozee and Ray Palmiero—victims of racist, union-
busting frame-up—will not go to jail! Picket lines mean don't cross!

• Support the Spartacist League lawsuit against the sinister, McCarthy-
ite FBI Domestic Security/Terrorism Guidelines!

NEW YORK CITY
For tickets and information: (212) 732-7860
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Marchers at

Ray and Lauren
protest in

Oakland carry
pictures ot five-

year-old Patrick
Mason and trade
unionist Charles
Briscoe, victims
of racist killer

cops.

dozen local unions endorsed the case,

including unions from Canada and
Australia, with many making financial

contributions. Dozens of union meet-

ings. work sites, neighborhoods and
shopping centers were canvassed. Jazz

and blues benefits were held to raise

lunds lor the case. These defense efforts

received widespread coverage in the

bourgeois media and particularly in the

black press, including the national

circulation magazine. Jet.

The Spartacist League and the

Partisan Defense Committee were
determined that Ray and Lauren would
not go to jail. We made their defense a

national priority. Issue after issue.

Workers Vanguard hammered home
the importance of this case. Not only
were the efforts of SL supporters critical

to the defense effort, but the SL's

reputation for integrity was critical in

many cases for winning support and
endorsement of the case. Working
relationships with a number of impor-
tant labor organizations and black

militants were gained particularly

through our labor/black mobilizations
against lascist terror, most notably the

27 November 1982 SL-imtiated mobili-
zation of 5.000 uniomstsand blacks that

stopped the Klan from marching in

Washington. DC In the Bay Area,
many ol those active in the defense of

Lauren and Ray came to understand the

link between this frame-up and the

racist, capitalist system and joined the

now year-old Labor Black League for

Social Defense. The LBL, initiated by
the Spartacist League to fight in the
interests of black and working people on
an integrated, class-struggle basis, took
part in every aspect of Ray and Lauren’s
defense, including holding several “rent
parties" which contributed to the efforts

to raise funds to help Ray and Lauren
and the three children dependent on
them to survive.

Following today’s victory. Lauren
told WV, “I would like to thank the
Spartacist League, the Partisan Defense
t ommittee. the Phone Strikers Defense
Committee. If it hadn't been for these

people, in particular the Spartacist

League, I don't think I would have come
through this in one piece. I’d probably
be doing time, because they were

instrumental in letting people know how
we were being framed."

I he D.A.’s office, acting in collusion

with the phone company, tried to jail

Lauren and Ray to intimidate not only

phone workers but all trade unionists

who seek to defend their strikes on the

picket lines. The union-busting corpora-

tions and their government have target-

ed the picket line, because without

picket lines you’ve got no unions. But

met with a broad-based, militant and
determined defense of Lauren and Ray,

this frame-up conspiracy was smashed.
And through this victory, a message was
sent out to phone company managers
and other like-minded scabs: Picket

Lines Mean Don't Cross!

To discipline the U.S. working class

for the anti-Soviet war drive, the

capitalists are employing union-busting,

racist terror and rampant social reac-

tion. Beating the attempt to frame up
Ray and I.auren and put them behind
bars is not only an important victory but

a concrete demonstration of the necessi-

ty of a class-struggle program to defeat

capitalist reaction From stopping the

Klan in Washington. D C. tospikingthe
frame-up of Lauren and Ray. the key to

victory is no confidence in the capitalist

state— its cops, courts and politicians—
and reliance on the mobilization of the

workers and the oppressed. For those of

you that want to put an end to this whole
system of racist, frame-up injustice and
exploitation, join us! As Ray Palmicro
told WV: "So. while we’ve won a victory

by keeping Lauren and myself out of
jail, the final victory will come when the

workers take power in their own hands,
take state power. I want to thank all

those people who defended us in this

case, but we still have a lot of work to

do—we still have a world to win!’’

Victories like this cost money! Send
your donation to: Phone Strikers

Defense ( ommittee. P.O. Box 24152.
Oakland. ( alifornia 94623.

Supporters
tilled courtroom
against racist,

anti-labor frame-
up of Ray and
Lauren. This
support was key
to victory.

Australian Unions
in Solidarity

With Lauren and Ray
Telephone Workers

February 22. 1984

S.L./A.N.Z.

SYDNEY. NSW. 2001.

Dear Sir.

The following telegram has been sent

to Alameda County District Attorney

and President. Pacific Telephone and
Telecommunications.

"The Australian Telecommunica-
tions Employees’ Association. (Techni-

cian’s Union), stands in solidarity with

the campaign to defend Lauren Mozee
and Ray Palmiero against the racist

union-busting actions of Pacific Tele-

phone Company. We demand all

charges be dropped and racist anti-

labour frame-up be stopped. Freedom
and jobs back for Lauren and Ray. No
victimisation of any of the strikers.

Injury to one is injury to all. Down with

South Africa style justice."

Yours fraternally.

A. DOUGLAS.
Acting Secretary. ATEA.

Plumbers and Gasfitters

1st March. 1984

Plumbers and Gasfitters Employees

Union of Australia declares support for

demands of phone strikers defence

committee.

Urge immediate reinstatement of

Lauren Mozee and Ray Palmiero with-

out loss of any entitlements and that

amnesty be granted to all victimised

phone strikers.

International image of United States

is not good in relation to South African

type anti-labour and black frame-up

cases.

The Plumbers and Gasfitters Em-
ployees Union of Australia expresses

international solidarity with workers on
picket line subjected to employers and
their agency attacks.

Demand all charges against Lauren
Mozee, Rav Palmiero and all phone
strikers be dropped immediately.

George Crawford
General Secretary

Plumbers and Gasfitters

Employees Union
of Australia

Building Workers

23 February 1984

To: JJ. Meehan. Alameda
County District Attorney
Oakland, CA

& P.T. & T. Saenger, President

San Francisco. CA
Building Workers Industrial Union of

Australia, Victorian Branch declares
support for demands of phone strikers

defence committee.

Urge immediate reinstatement Laur-
en Mozee & Ray Palmiero.

Call for amnesty for all victimised

strikers and dropping of all charges.

A.N. Zeeno
State Secretary

BWIU

Aboriginal Legal Service

CHIPPENDALE. N S W
The Aboriginal Legal Service of New

South Wales Australia records its

solidarity with Lauren Mozee and Ray
Palmiero.

We have seen 200 years of racist

violence and oppression. We know too
well what it is to be victimised in the

struggle for freedom and justice. We
stand together with our American
brothers and sisters in their defence

against the Alameda County D A. and
the Pacific Telephone Company.
We note that in persecuting black

union members your system indicts

itself. We add our voice to the call for all

charges to be dropped and for an end to

the racist frameup.

LYALL MUNRO JNR .

CHAIRMAN. ABORIGINAI
LEGAL SERVICE

Sent telegrams to:

John J Meehan.
Alameda County District Attorney

Ted Saenger.

President Pacific Telephone and
Telecommunications

Telegram copies to:

Phone Strikers Defence Committee.
SL/ANZ

Miners’ Federation

27th February. 1984

The Secretary,

SL/ANZ.
SYDNEY. NSW 2001

Dear Sir,

Please find enclosed a copy of the

telegram sent by this organisation. A
similar telegram was forwarded to the

President of PT & T.

Yours truly.

BARRY SWAN.
GENERAL SECRETARY

24 February 84

John J. Meehan
Alameda County District Attorney
Oakland. CA

The Miners Federation Australia
stands in solidarity with the campaign to

dclend Lauren Mozee and Ray Pal-

miero against the racist union busting

actions of Pacific Telephone Company.
We demand all charges be dropped and
racist antilabour frameup be stopped.
Freedom and jobs back for Lauren and
Ray. No victimisation. Injury to one is

injury to all.

B. Swan.
General Secretary.

Miners Federation
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no credit

the phone company that might affect the

D.A.’s office." The judge ruled. "I just

don’t think that it rises to a felony."

Hunter reduced the felony charges

against Lauren to misdemeanors, to

which she pled "no contest" and was
sentenced to eight vveekends“communi-
ty serv ice.” This is a clear admission that

the D.A. had no case, that this was a

grotesque frame-up from the start!

Following today's hearing, a lawyer
representing Ray and three other Bay
Area phone workers still lacing mis-

demeanor charges from the strike

congratulated Lauren’s defense attor-

ney on a “tremendous victory.” Drop all

the charges now!
They intended to put Lauren and Ray

in the state pen for years and years. And
il Lauren and Ray’s supporters had
relied on the courts they would have
gone to jail. But these supporters knew
that in this deeply racist, capitalist

society, being innocent is never enough
lor minorities and other working peo-

ple. Further, they knew they couldn’t

rely on the passive CWA bureaucracy to

light this case. Instead, a mass defense
campaign sought to insure them the best

possible legal defense while mobilizing
broad support among labor and minori-
ties to protest and expose this racist,

anti-labor frame-up
The power and appeal of this case was

shown on 29 October 19X3, when over
400 Bay Area unionists, blacks. Latinos
and socialists demonstrated in down-

continned on page 10

tance and. as a result, both were fired

Irom their jobs, denied unemployment
compensation and threatened with sev-

en and a half years each in jail on stiff

felony assault and battery charges.

The D.A.’s office and Pacific Tel

singled out Ray and Lauren for persecu-

tion for reasons of calculated political

racism. An interracial couple. Ray and

OAKLAND. April 6— Lauren and Ray

will not go to jail! fheeight-month long

vindictive conspiracy by the Alameda

County District Attorney and Pacific

Telephone to railroad Lauren Mo/ce

and her companion and fellow unionist

Ray Palnuero into jail has been stopped

cold. Today, a presidingjudge threw out

the felony charges against Lauren, two

weeks ago the felonies against Ray were

dropped for “insufficient evidence
”

Confronted by the successful campaign

initialed by the Phone Strikers Defense

Committee (PSDC). the government's

racist Irame-up was blown to pieces.

Here was a case that beat the big boys

At a time when the bosses take the

picket line as an occasion for open

season on striking workers, and in-

creasing racist attack from the highest

circles treat black lives as though they

weren't worth a damn, the Lauren and

Ray case took on the phone company
and the D.A.’s office and won! The

Lauren and Ray defense generated

broad public exposure. It mobilized

massive local labor-centered support as

well as national and international

support from as far away as Australia.

I his is a hard-won victory not only for

I auren and Ray and their many
supporters and co-workers, but for

every unionist who walks a picket line,

for every black person resisting a racist

attack, for every militant seeking to

mobilize the working class and minori-

ties for class struggle

The frame-up of Lauren and Ray
began during last summer's national

strike against the phone company.
While on picket duty in the Klan-

infested suburb of San Leandro. Lauren
was called a “black nigger bitch” and
struck in the face by racist scab manager
Michelle Rose Hansen. Lauren de-

fended herself, Ray came to her assis-

l.auren are both members ol the

Militant Action Caucus, the class-

struggle opposition group in the Com-
munications Workers of America, and

were well known as union militants

advocating mass picketing to shut the

phone company down during the strike.

In addition. Lauren was a former 10-

year member of the Black Panther

Party. The Alameda County D.A.’s

office was at the center of the govern-

ment's murderous war on the Panthers:

both U S Deputy Attorney General

Lowell Jensen and Reagan's Attorney

General nominee Ed Meesc were powers
in the Alameda County D.A ’s office

and up to their eyeballs in the FBI's

COINTELPRO murders and frame-ups
of Panther militants. A years-old mug
shot of l .auren was flashed on Bay Area
TV in an attempt to depict Lauren as a

dangerous criminal and to intimidate

other phone strikers. J he D.A.’s office

from the outset stated that they intended

to sec I auren and Ray in state prison.

Lauren told M I . “This all stems back to

when I was in the Panthers. They
decided, well, they couldn't get me then,

so they'd try to get me now."
But the D.A./phone company ven-

detta against Ray and Lauren was
defeated by a labor-centered defense
campaign which exposed the frame-up
Despite eight months of prosecutorial

scheming, even Judge David Hunter
noted to the dismay of the D.A.’s office

that the case had "publicity value”
because it arose out of "a strike against

|
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Ray Palmiero and Lauren Mozee with her two children.

WV Photo

Oakland, 29 October 1983—Bay Area labor/black rally chants: "Freedom
and jobs back for Lauren and Ray!”

Labor/Black Defense

Defeats Racist Frame-Up of Phone Strikers
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