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Military Terror, Islamic Reaction. IMF Austerity

CivilW;ar BleedIs Algeriia
For a Bolshevik Workers Party-

For Permanent Revolution!

As one grisly massacre follows another

in Algeria, the area south of the capi-

tal. Algiers, has become known as the

"Triangle ot Death." Hundreds of de-

fenseless villagers have been killed and
mutilated and scores of women kid-

napped in recent weeks, bringing to

more than 100,000 the death loll in the

five-year civil war between the military-

backed nationalist regime and Islamic

fundamentalists.

The fundamentalist insurgency began
after the army, fearing an electoral vic-

tory by the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS)

in early 1992, canceled a second round
of balloting and outlawed the FIS. The
regime responded to the revolt with a

murderous state of siege. Commando
units, known as "ninjas,” terrorize the

plebeian quarters of the cities while vil-

lages have been subjected to napalm
bombing, helicopter gunship attacks and
artillery barrages. For their part, the

Islamic fundamentalists have particularly

targeted unveiled women, trade union-

ists, teachers and journalists.

Algeria is today an unlivable hell for

ment Figures range to 30 percent, and
150,000 more workers face layoffs as the

government moves to privatize hundreds

of public enterprises next year. Intent on
achieving a stable "business climate" for

exploitation of Algeria’s vast oil and nat-

ural gas resources, the imperialist powers
are pressuring President Liamine Zeroual

and the military to form a coalition gov-

ernment with the FIS.

On September 24, the Army of Islamic

Salvation (AIS), the military arm of the

FIS, called on its followers to “stop com-
bat operations” for the first time in the

civil war. The unilateral truce was de-

clared two months after Zeroual ordered

the release of imprisoned FIS leader

Abassi Madam and is reportedly part of a

deal to integrate AIS mujahedin (holy

warriors) into Zeroual's armed forces. Yet

the bloodletting has only accelerated

Both the rival fundamentalists of the

Armed Islamic Group (GIA) and hardline
“
eradicateurs” in the army and police are

intent on scuttling any deal between Zer-

oual and the FIS. The latest wave of
massacres, mainly targeting villages in

the mass of the population. Amid the

maelstrom of cruel atrocities on both

sides, urban workers and poor peasants

chafe under austerity measures dictated

by the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and enforced by the military-

backed regime. Wages have plummeted
by more than a third in the past three

years, while necessities which were pre-

viously subsidized by the state have

become virtually inaccessible. Masses of

youth with no hope of a job line the

streets of the cities, providing a ready

audience for the fundamentalists’ dema-
gogic appeals. Even official unemploy-

“Ninjas,”

government
commando units,

terrorize poor
quarters of
Algerian cities.

the FIS stronghold south of Algiers, was
launched by the GIA following Madani's
release. Vowing "no truce and no recon-

ciliation," the GIA declared that it was
"tracking down the tyrants’ supporters
in the villages,” “eradicating them" and
“capturing their women” (Le Monde, 28
September).

There have been widespread reports of
army complicity in the GIA massacres.
Police and soldiers refused to intervene in

a number of attacks, even though their

barracks were within earshot of the

screams of the victims. When rockets

were fired at Blida, a provincial capital

AFP
Survivors of September massacre which left 85 dead in Bentalha, near
Algiers. Death toll has topped 100,000 in five-year civil war between army and
Islamic fundamentalists.

and FIS bastion, the army stood by for

several hours even though the source of
the assault was plainly visible on the sur-

rounding hillsides. And in at least one
massacre, in Rais, villagers accused the

military of direct complicity. Survivors

told reporters that tanks ringed the village

while 300 people were butchered over the

course of several hours and that uni-

formed soldiers fired on villagers who
tried to flee.

In the past couple of months, there

have been numerous accounts in the

Western press charging that the army is

itself behind many of the massacres. On
November 10. thousands demonstrated in

Paris behind the call for a “commission of

inquiry” to investigate these charges.

Endorsed by the French government, this

“Day for Algeria" was in effect aimed
at pressuring for an imperialist-imposed

"peace" in line with France’s current pol-

icy of seeking to bring the FIS into the

Algiers government.

Under conditions of pervasive terror

and repression, with reporters and other

observers barred from massacre sites

except under army escort, there is little

way of knowing the truth behind these

heinous atrocities. Whoever the perpetra-

tors. it is notable that they have steered

clear of any attacks on the vulnerable

oil and gas pipelines which are deemed
sacrosanct by imperialist concerns. One
thing is absolutely clear: Marxists have
no side in this bloodletting between reac-

tionary forces, which are all deadly ene-

mies of the Algerian proletariat, women.

ethnic minorities like the Berbers and all

the oppressed.

Yet the parties of the Algerian left,

historically characterized by servile tail-

ing of the bourgeois-nationalist National

Liberation Front (FLN), have hitched

their wagons to one or the other side in

the bloody civil war. The remnants of
Algerian Stalinism—Ettahaddi (Chal-

lenge) and the PADS (Algerian Party for

Democracy and Socialism)—march in

lockstep behind the hardline eradica-

teurs. The Parti Socialiste des Travail-

leurs (PST—Socialist Workers Party),

linked to the fake-Trotskyist United Sec-
retariat (USec) of Alain Krivine and the

late Ernest Mandel. likewise looks to the

nationalist regime, while the Parti des
Travailleurs (PT—Workers Party), fol-

lowers of French reformist Pierre Lam-
bert. has gone so far as to embrace the

FIS. At bottom, these political tendencies

place their faith in the good offices of
the French bourgeoisie and particular-

ly its current Socialist-led government,
which enforces neocolonial exploitation

in Algeria while presiding over vicious

racist terror against North African and
African minorities in France.

The International Communist League
fights to build Trotskyist parties on both

sides of the Mediterranean to sweep away
French imperialism and its despotic lack-

eys in Algiers. Key to this is irrecon-

cilable opposition to the racist, class-

collaborationist popular front headed by
Socialist prime minister Lionel Jospin

continued on page 8
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Letters

Zionism, Islamic Fundamentalism
and the Arab Bourgeois Regimes

Los Angeles

1 December 1997

Dear Comrades:

In "U.S. Out of the Persian Gulf!" (WV
No. 679, 28 November), we wrote: "The

U.S.-backed Zionist regime in Israel con-

tinues its bloody expansionist campaigns

against the Palestinians, which have

fueled the threat posed to Arab regimes

like Mubarak's by Islamic fundamental-

ists.” The sentence, in and of itself, is cor-

rect. The problem I find with it, however,

is that it lets the Arab bourgeoisies far too

easily off the hook.

While Zionist expansionism (as well

as the PLO’s acceptance of the “peace

accords”) has increased the credibility

of murderous, fundamentalist outfits

like Hamas among the Palestinians, what

Mubarak and the Egyptian bourgeois na-

tionalists face in their land is, for the

most part, their own doing. The massa-

cre of tourists and Egyptians this No-
vember, as well as the terror experienced

by the Christian Coptic minority in Egypt

(especially in the rural areas) on a regu-

lar basis is, in the immediate sense,

the responsibility of the fundamentalists

who pull the trigger. In the historical

sense, however, it is a reaction to the

miserable failure of Arab bourgeois na-

tionalism, identified in Egypt with the

late nationalist leader Gamal Abdel Nas-

ser. Outside the Occupied Territories, the

rise of reactionary Muslim fundamental-

ism is fueled as much, if not more, by

the Arab bourgeoisies as it is by bloody

Zionism.

Red Purges and the

U.S. Labor Bureaucracy

The expulsion of "reds" and other mili-

tants from the trade unions during the anti-

Communist witchhunt of the late 1940s and
'50s Taid the basis for the consolidation

of the staunchly pro-imperialist Cold War
labor bureaucracy in the U.S. In a 1951

article denouncing the purges in the CIO.

written at the height of the McCarthy era.

TROTSKY Trotskyist leader James P. Cannon noted

that the Stalinist Communist Party had pre-

pared its own isolation through its earlier betrayals, from helping to channel working-

class militancy into the Democratic Parly in the 1930s to strikebreaking on behalf of
the imperialist rulers in World War II The fight against capitalist state intervention in

the unions must be part of a political struggle against the pro-capitalist union mis-

leaders andfor a revolutionary workers party.

The patriotic labor skates have all the advantages in an unequal struggle. They enjoy

the solid backing of the government, and are also supported by all the monopolized
agencies for the manufacture of public opinion. The general atmosphere of reaction

favors them. And they have been aided in no small degree by the witch-hunt and the

* brutal persecution of the Communist Party leaders, which the CIO Convention

formally—but only formally—decried. For the moment, at least, the right-wing, pro-

government faction of Murray and Reuther are the victors. Moreover, they continue to

gain, directly or indirectly, from new betrayals and defections which afflict the Stalin-

ists, even in their "independent” unions, like active hemophilia.

If one can contemplate the trade-union troubles of the Stalinist fakers with equa-

nimity it is not because of indifference to the present trend of events. The over-all result

is the consolidation of a conservative, pro-government bureaucracy which smothers the

militancy of the unions created in struggle and harnesses them to the imperialist war
machine. Revolutionary militants are bound to struggle against this course....

Losses and defeats can't be avoided in limes of reaction, when the relationship of

forces is unfavorable. This is true in all stages and phases of the class struggle, from
trade-union activity to revolution. But there are defeats and defeats. Those which come
in battle under honest leadership leave a tradition upon which the movement lives and
later rises to victory. Other defeats which derive from cowardice and treachery bring

demoralization and yield no moral capital for the future. Such is the defeat engineered

by the Stalinists in the present internal struggle in the trade unions....

American labor radicalism has a great future, and its next upsurge very probably

will not be long delayed. We should make no mistake as to where the troops are com-
ing from. The next drive will be spearheaded by the young militants of the new gener-

ation who are soon to enter the arena with all the courage and ardor of the generation of
the Thirties; and very likely in even more imposing numbers. They will avoid the fate

of the preceding generation if those who have learned from the tragic experiences do
their duty.

— James P. Cannon. Notebook of an Agitator (1958)
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Upon taking power in the early 1950s.

Nasser immediately set out as a bona-

paric. repressing leaders of the left and

right. The strikes that erupted in Egypt

following his coup were savagely sup-

pressed, with several leaders of the Egyp-
tian Communist Party (ECP)—which led

many of the strikes—hanged Henri Cu-

riel, the founder and leader of the Com-
munist Party, was deported to France in

1956, Also, the Muslim Brotherhood, the

primary fundamentalist organization of

the time, was banned, and several of

its leaders imprisoned. The logic of the

Egyptian nationalists was to fear first

of all the proletariat and the threat it

could pose at such a tumultuous time.

This was despite the fact that the Stalin-

ist ECP was class-collaborationist to the

core, having fully supported Nasser, and

having earlier formed unprincipled blocs

with the fundamentalists against the

occupying British forces (different var-

iations on the “anti-imperialist united

front").

On the other hand, the nationalists also

realized the threat from the right, in

the form of the Muslim Brotherhood,

against the coherence of Egyptian nation-

alism. Initially, Nasser wanted to court

U.S. imperialism. When he was rebuffed

by the United States, he turned to the

Soviet Union. While Egypt was producing

stamps with pictures of Lenin, the Egypt-

ian ruling class was also persecuting,

imprisoning and hanging trade-union and

Communist leaders in the country.

The banning of the Muslim Brother-

hood was immediately met mostly by

apathy or indifference on the part of

the population, which at that time was
driven more by nationalism than by any

form of fundamentalism As time pro-

gressed and unemployment, the economy
and poverty worsened, the fundamental-

ists came to be viewed by a growing

minority of the population with sympa-

thy. This was also conditioned by the lack

of any proletarian alternative to the eco-

nomic woes ravaging the country When
Anwar Sadat took power following

Nasser's death in 1970, he lifted the ban

on the fundamentalists and put the patri-

arch of the Coptic Orthodox church under

house arrest. This basically gave the

green light for the fundamentalists to

organize and grow.

A considerable right-wing shift has

since taken place in Egypt, as well as in

all the Arab states, in regard to ideology,

religion, culture and social issues. Most

horribly oppressed in these parts of the

world are women. While the veil and

headscarf are not legally forced on Mus-
lim women in Egypt, there is a sort of

economic draft into the garb. Women
who don’t wear the veil or at least the

headscarf are often considered "whores”;

“whores" don't get married, at least not

to "respectable” men. Without marriage

and a family, a woman’s position in soci-

ety leaves much to be desired. While this

may be less acute in urban areas like

Cairo and Alexandria, much of Egypt is

still rural. Also, female genital mutilation,

in the form of removing the clitoris, has

been on the rise, especially in the impov-

erished south.

It should also be kept in mind that

the so-called "secular” Arab nationalists

were never really that secular to begin

with. The idea of separation of church

and state was never seriously proposed,

nor could it be by the bourgeois national-

ists. given the extreme backwardness of

the country economically and culturally

and the fact that the local bourgeoisies

were lied and subordinated in one form or

another to foreign imperialism. This pow-

erfully underlines the importance of Trot-

sky’s theory of permanent revolution. The
masses in this part of the world still yearn

for the democratic gains won in the

continued on page 12

AP

Plebeian support for Islamic fundamentalism, as in this Cairo district, fueled
by government repression, austerity.

SWP Che Forum and the Gusanos
Los Angeles

2 December 1997

Dear Workers Vanguard:

The article “SWP Welcomes Cu-

ban Gusanos" in WV No. 679 (28 Novem-
ber) polemicizes effectively against (he

politics of the Socialist Workers Party

(SWP) on Cuba. But there was a mis-

statement of fact in reporting that the

SWP, after welcoming the gusanos into

their Che commemoration forum on
October 22 in Los Angeles, "politely

translated their anti-communist dia-

tribes." What the SWP actually did was
politely stand by while the gusano
speaker translated for herself, while they

unsuccessfully tried to silence a speaker

from the Spartacus Youth Club when she

presented our internationalist program for

defense of the Cuban deformed workers
state against imperialism and domestic
counterrevolution and for proletarian

political revolution.

The SYC comrade correctly pointed to

the dire results of the cutoff of Soviet aid

to Cuba after the counterrevolutionary

Boris Yeltsin came to power in 1991,

criminally supported by the SWP. But

the “perestroika” (market "reforms") poli-

cies of the Stalinist bureaucracy under

Mikhail Gorbachev, which fueled the

forces of internal capitalist restoration,

had also cut the ground out from under

the Cuban economy. In 1990 Gorbachev

cut back the amount of oil that the USSR
sold to Cuba and drastically raised the

price to world market levels while slash-

ing the price that Moscow paid for Cuban
sugar. This betrayal undercut many dec-

ades of development, leaving Cuba even

more endangered by the U.S. imperial-

ists’ starvation blockade.

Comradely.

Jon Wood

2 WORKERS VANGUARD



From Death Row,
This Is Mumia Abu-Jamal

Bureaucracy of Death
"As a general rule, a man is undone by wailing for cap-
ital punishment well before he dies. Two deaths are
inflicted on him, the first being worse than the second,
whereas he killed but once. Compared to such torture,

the penalty of retaliation seems like a civilized law. It

never claimed that a man who gouged out one of his

brother's eyes should be totally blinded."

— Albert Camus. Resistance, Rebellion

and Death ( 1 969)

Death row, for most Americans, is more than a

reality most do not know. It is a reality that most
don’t want to know.

It is thus an abstraction, a phrase that is used in

speech, but one generally ignored in real life. It is a

place seldom seen, its inhabitants seen as subhuman at

best, and perhaps monsters at worst, whose duty it is

to die, preferably quietly.

To be more precise, their job is not to simply "die,"

but to be killed by state officials who are trained and

paid well to do the killing.

American University scholar Robert Johnson writes

in his newest book. Death Work: A Study of the Mod-
ern Execution Process (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth

[ 1998]), that the American way of death is intentional

and premeditated torture, the purpose of which is to

drive those on death row to a dubious relief in death.

This drive to death, Johnson argues, is the objective of

every facet of the prison system, which seeks to max-

imize isolation of the condemned, from family, from

community, from the prison population, from other

death row prisoners, and finally from his very self.

Citing the length and nature of death row incarcer-

ations, the isolation regimes, and the ever-present

specter of death, Prof. Johnson finds it is torture, and

as such, "inherently wrong":
“The goal of torture is never justice; torture seeks the

destruction of the person, not his punishment ... Con-
demned criminals arc not tortured because this is what
they deserve. They are tortured because the destruction

of their person is useful to their [state] torturers. It is

the goal of destruction of the person that distinguishes

torture from punishment and renders it gratuitous and
hence immoral." (p. 219)

Turning to the area of international law, Professor

Johnson found the U.S. in current and constant viola-

tion of U N. accords and treaties.

More enlightened human rights law is emerging

from places like Jamaica, Zimbabwe and Britain's

Privy Council.

As long ago as 1989, in the Sovering case, the

European Court of Human Rights outlawed extradi-

tion of a person to the U.S. to face a capital prosecu-

tion, as conditions on U.S. death rows, and the wait

for death, constituted "inhuman and degrading pun-

ishment” in violation of Art. 3 of the European Con-

vention on Human Rights.

In the 1993 Pratt (Jamaica) case, and in a May
1993 decision of the Zimbabwe Supreme Court simi-

lar rulings were rendered, finding five years on death

row violative of similar “cruel” articles of interna-

tional law.

Prof. Johnson does not (surprisingly) address the

June 1996 report of the International Commission of

Jurists, which demonstrates how the U.S. signed but

routinely violates Article 7 of the International Cov-

enant on Civil and Political Rights, which states, in

part:

"No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhu-

man or degrading treatment or punishment.”

It is good enough for the European Community, for

Jamaica, and Zimbabwe, it seems; but in the United

States of America, it means nothing. Nothing at all.

31 July 1997

© 1997 by Muinia Abu-Jamal

To join the fight to free Mumia and for the latest

updates on his case, contact the Partisan Defense

Committee, P.O. Box 99, Canal Street Station,

New York, NY 10013-0099; phone (212) 406-4252.

E-mail: 75057.3201@compuserve.com. Urgently

needed contributions for Mumia’s defense, which

are tax-deductible, should be made payable to the

Bill of Rights Foundation, earmarked “Mumia
Abu-Jamal Legal Defense,” and sent to the Com-
mittee to Save Mumia Abu-Jamal, 163 Amsterdam
Avenue, No. 115, New York, NY 10023-5001. If you
wish to correspond with Jamal, you can write to:

Mumia Abu-Jamal, AM8335, SCI Greene, 1040 E.

Roy Furman Hwy., Waynesburg, PA 15370.

Brutal Cop Attack on

American Indian Protest

Plymouth Rock

For 28 years, Native American Indians

and their supporters have demonstrated

on Thanksgiving Day at a site near Ply-

mouth Rock in Massachusetts. In the

past, these "National Day of Mourning"

actions, protesting the genocide suffered

by this country's indigenous peoples,

have occurred largely without incident.

But this year, the November 27 demon-

stration was met by a vicious cop ram-

page in which police beat and pepper-

gassed protesters and arrested 25 on

bogus charges of disorderly conduct and

assault and battery on a police officer.

Several hundred demonstrators had

been taking part in the protest march.

Some carried a banner in defense of

Leonard Peltier, an American Indian

Movement activist who was framed up

and sent to prison in 1977 as part of the

FBI's bloody COINTELPRO (Counter-

intelligence Program) campaign against

radical leftists and fighters against

racism, particularly targeting the Black

Panther Party. But as the march pro-

gressed, the cops suddenly declared the

streets off-limits to protesters and waded

in with pepper gas and flailing batons,

injuring at least a dozen people.

"We marched out onto the streets of

Plymouth and a police riot happened,"

said one protester. The brutality of the

cop assault was confirmed by several

area residents who offered to testify on

behalf of the demonstrators. Many resi-

dents rushed to help marchers who had

been pepper-gassed. In a December 7

protest letter to Plymouth district attor-

ney Michael Sullivan, the Partisan De-

fense Committee in Boston wrote:

"The Thanksgiving Day police rampage

at the site of the Pilgrims' landing is

a brutal reminder that this country was

founded on the theft of land and geno-

cide. After fulfilling its 'manifest destiny’

over the bones of the native peoples,

America's capitalist rulers have con-

demned what remains of the Indian pop-

ulation to grinding poverty, discrimina-

tion and all-sided abuse. .

"We join with the many bystanders, resi-

dents of Plymouth and decent people
across the state who have condemned
this savage assault. Wc demand that

all charges against the protesters be

dropped"

The police rampage in Plymouth came
against the backdrop of a bipartisan effort

to reinstate the death penalty in Massa-

chusetts. In late October, both the Massa-

chusetts House of Representatives and

Senate voted to restore capital punish-

ment for the first time since the state

Supreme Court struck down the last death

penalty law in 1984. Among the support-

ers of the bill were eight House members
(seven of them Democrats) who had for-

merly opposed the death penalty. After

the initial House vote, both leading Dem-
ocratic contenders for next year’s guber-

natorial election. Attorney General Scott

Harshbarger and Patricia McGovern

—

a member of Massachusetts Citizens

Against the Death Penalty—promised to

enforce the death penalty despite their

avowed personal opposition to it.

The attempt to revive executions in

this bastion of “liberalism" was defeated

only when Representative John Slattery

changed his vote on November 6. Slat-

tery explained that the murder conviction

in Boston of British au pair Louise

Woodward, a prim young white woman
whose cause was widely popular among
local residents, made him realize that

those wrongfully convicted could also be

executed. Following his turnaround, Slat-

tery received numerous death threats,

while the right-wing Boston Herald ran a

slew of articles vilifying him.

Stoking the effort to restore the death

penalty was the case of ten-year-old Jef-

Cops beat,

pepper-gassed
and arrested

dozens of

protesters at

Plymouth Rock
on Thanks-
giving Day.

frey Curley, who was found brutally

murdered in October. According to po-

lice, Curley had been abducted from his

street in Cambridge by two men who
killed and sexually attacked him. The
horrific crime touched off a tidal wave of

calls for broader police powers to "fight

crime," while petition and lobbying cam-
paigns were organized to pressure legis-

lators for the death penalty vote. A
particular focus of the furor was the

North American Man/Boy Love Associa-

tion (NAMBLA), whose literature was
supposedly found in the car of one of

the alleged killers. NAMBLA supporters

have repeatedly faced victimization for

defending the right of consensual sexual

relations with minors. We say: Hands off

NAMBLA!
The capitalist rulers are steadily rein-

forcing their apparatus of repression

—

from the speedup on death rows across

the country to the unleashing of racist

cop terror—as they grind down working

people, minorities and the poor. In Mas-

sachusetts, brutal austerity measures,

including the virtual destruction of state

welfare programs, have been accompa-
nied by legal moves to drastically restrict

bail and parole, widen guidelines for try-

ing juvenile defendants as adults and

establish a “sex-offender registry," echo-

Adaskaveg/Boston Herald

ing similar efforts by state governments

elsewhere in the country (see ‘“Sex

Offender' Dragnet Spawns Police-State

Measures,” page 4).

At the summit of this state terror appa-

ratus is the death penalty. In Massachu-

setts 70 years ago. the execution of mili-

tant anarchist workers Nicola Sacco and

Bartolomeo Vanzetti was a stark demon-
stration of the death penalty as part of

the machinery of repression aimed at

suppressing the struggles of the working

class and oppressed. In the U.S.. with its

legacy of black chattel slavery, this sys-

tem of legal lynching is racist to the core.

As Marxists, we are opposed on princi-

ple to the death penalty as punishment.

We fight for a socialist revolution to

sweep away the whole murderous, racist

apparatus of cops, courts and prisons

that constitutes the capitalist state. Drop
all charges against the Plymouth Rock
protesters/

NOTICE
Workers Vanguard skips

a week in December.

Our next issue will

be dated January 2.
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In an ominous escalation of state

repression, federal and state governments

have enacted a barrage of barbaric meas-

ures targeting supposed '’sex offenders”

in the last few years, ranging from incite-

ments to vigilante terror to mandatory

castration to “preventive detention." Sev-

eral months ago, California began pub-

licly circulating the names of thousands

of people who had ever been convicted

of "sex crimes.” In May 1996. President

Clinton signed a federal version of the

"Megan's laws" which have now been

enacted in all 50 states. Modeled on a

1994 New Jersey law named after seven-

year-old murder victim Megan Kanka,

these draconian bills require ongoing

"registration” of “sex offenders” and. in

most stales, allow for notifying the com-

munities where they settle after release

from prison. The federal legislation dic-

tates that such measures be enforced by

all states as a condition for full federal

“anti-crime" funding.

Seizing on the “family values” moral-

ity which has become the stock in trade

of right-wing bigots and liberal Demo-
crats alike, the capitalist state is setting

the stage for a frightening array of

new attacks on individual privacy and

democratic rights. Measures aimed at

the "mentally aberrant” (defined by the

“morality" code of this racist, anti-

woman. anti-gay bourgeois society) can

easily be used to bolster attacks against

the left, militant workers, immigrants,

minorities—anyone deemed "deviant" by

the capitalist rulers.

The anti-sex witchhunt has taken aim

at everything from homosexual teachers

to abortion rights, from “obscene" rock

lyrics to adolescent sex, from Playboy

and Internet pornography to art exhibits

showing nudity and sexual situations.

Under the new measures, someone con-

victed of "soliciting" in a men’s room, for

example, can be sentenced to lifetime sur-

veillance and harassment and set up for

hounding and attacks by bigoted mobs.

Robert Campos, a former "sex crimes"

prosecutor in Arizona and now a defense

lawyer, notes that these laws make "no

distinctions... between someone accused

of molesting young girls or someone
skinny-dipping in his own swimming
pool who was accidentally seen by two

12-year-olds." The CD-ROM database

issued in California this summer lists

some 64,000 "sex offenders" and is avail-

able for public perusal at police stations

and even such events as the L.A. County

Fair! Alameda County has been widely

distributing maps with triangles marking

the street location of the homes of “sex

offenders.”

While the U S. has been at the fore-

front of fomenting such social reaction,

the anti-sex crusade is not unique to this

country. Lately, panics over “pedophilia”

have swept through Europe. Late last

year, Belgium was swept by huge dem-

onstrations amid a climate of hysteria

over the "Dutroux affair," in which young

girls were kidnapped, raped and mur-

dered, allegedly by a porn ring. In Brit-

ain. Labour Party prime minister Tony

Blair has announced a new “Crime and

Disorder Bill" which bans 1 10,000 for-

mer "sex offenders" from ever going any-

where near schools and playgrounds. In

Socialist prime minister Lionel Jospin's

France, at least six people committed sui-

cide last June after being arrested and

humiliated along with some 800 others

suspected of being customers of a por-

nographic publisher. Raising the call

“Down With the Witchhunt by the Jospin

Government!" (Le Bolchtfvik No. 143,

Summer 1997), the Ligue Trotskyste de

France wrote:

"Using the fear and anxiety created by

ihc campaign 10 ‘save our children,’ the

bourgeoisie criminalizes sex in general

Ii also tries to equate those who watch

'pedophile' videos with serial child kill-

ers like Dutroux. This is like the feminist

campaign several years ago which said

that watching pornographic films led to

rape and other forms of women's oppres-

sion. But watching a pornographic or a

pedophile film is only watching a film."

Assault on Civil Liberties

In the post-Soviet world, "child

abuser" has taken its place alongside "ter-

rorist" as a code phrase to justify all-sided

attacks on civil liberties. Commenting in

particular on how sex is used in American

political life, writer Gore Vidal recently

observed, "When Communism went away,

sex came into its lurid own as the diver-

sionary smear of choice” (New Yorker,

1 December). The murder of Megan

Kanka was a savage crime, but what's

being debated in legislatures throughout

the country has nothing to do with

protecting children. The sweeping meas-

ures being rushed through by politi-

cians—along with ballooning budgets to

fund proposals for arbitrary imprison-

ment and detention, police surveillance

and increased government intrusion into

private life—aim much wider than

alleged “sex offenders."

Several bills currently before Congress

threaten a mammoth increase in state sur-

veillance. A measure designed to clamp
down on “illegal" immigrants, dubbed

“1-800-Big-Broiher" by its opponents,

would require that all job applicants have

their Social Security numbers checked

through a national database. Another vast

new database set up to track “deadbeat

parents," the National Directory of New
Hires, was mandated by the same law

which axed federal welfare programs last

year.

In Massachusetts, one of the few

remaining states without the death pen-

alty, the media and politicians manipu-

lated the hideous murder of ten-year-old

Jeffrey Curley this fall to whip up a furor

which nearly led to the reinstatement

of capital punishment. When the cops

claimed to have found literature of the

North American Man/Boy Love Associa-

tion (NAMBLA) in a car belonging to

one of the alleged killers, this provoked

a renewed witchhunt against the perse-

cuted organization, which defends con-

sensual sex between men and boys. The

Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defa-

mation joined in the rush to denounce

NAMBLA
And in California, there are billboards

everywhere threatening "statutory rape”

charges against anyone having sex with

an underage teenager. We oppose reac-

tionary "age of consent” laws and advo-

cate that the guiding principle in sexual

relations should be effective consent

—

nothing more, or less. Unlike liberals and

reformists, who systematically bow to

bourgeois "respectability." the Spartacist

League has consistently said: "Defend

NAMBLA! Government out of the bed-

rooms!”

The refusal by mainstream gay groups

and other defenders of gay rights to

stand by vulnerable groups like NAM
BLA is both craven and suicidal. It was

not so long ago that all homosexual

behavior was deemed to be pathological,

and a large number of states still have

"anti-sodomy" statutes on the books. In

1952, at the height of the McCarthyite

witchhunt, homosexuality was labeled a

"sociopaihic personality disturbance” by

the American Psychiatric Association

While today it is fashionable for Demo-
cratic Party politicians (and even some
Republicans) to give lip service to gay

rights, brutal attacks on gays continue to

increase, people with AIDS are still stig-

matized and persecuted and you can still

be drummed out of the armed forces for

being gay.

Again in California, one 76-year-old

man found himself on the CD-ROM
list for having had consensual sex with

a sailor 40 years ago. While the state

government now says it will delete

the names of those convicted under

laws which have since been abolished

—

after they have already been publicly

branded—this underlines how the "sex

offender" laws particularly target gays.

In fact, some of the convictions went

back as far as 1944—when all homosex-

ual acts were criminal offenses—and as

many as 60 to 65 percent of names and

addresses on the list were inaccurate.

Less than two weeks after the CD-ROM
was released, a man was attacked by

enraged neighbors in a case of mistaken

identity. Near Los Angeles, a van owned
by a convicted “child molester" was fire-

bombed only days after his name was
publicized.

The preachings of religious fundamen-

talists and sex-hating feminists aside,

sexual relationships are complex—not

least because one person's greatest joy

may be somebody else’s "perversion."

The power to define who is “mentally

abnormal” and what is a “personality dis-

order” is in the hands of cops and judges

—and. often, social workers—who seek

to apply a reactionary, conformist, anti-

sex morality code. In Texas, an infant was
recently removed from his foster mother

simply because she is a lesbian. In Wash-
ington state, a woman teacher was sen-

tenced to six months in prison for having

a love affair with a teenage student; their

newborn child has been ripped away from

her and she has been barred from any

contact with her lover.

Behind the Anti-Sex Witchhunt

Following a brief hiatus conditioned

by the mass struggles of the 1960s for

black rights and against the Vietnam
War, the bourgeoisie again revved up its

Meyer/SF Chronicle

nfllt

—

Bigelow/Washington Posl

New laws impose lifetime surveillance, "preventive de-
tention" and public listing of convicted "sex offenders,"
inviting vigilante terror. L.A. County Fair featured CD-ROM
registry identifying 64,000 people, some convicted over 40
years ago for consensual gay sex.

March for

abortion rights,

San Francisco,
1992. Marxists

oppose govern-
ment attempts

to regulate
consensual

sexual acts and
state persecution

of groups like

NAMBLA.
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drive to regiment all aspects of social

life. Behind this is an agenda of racist

reaction and anti-working-class attacks

at home and a reassertion of U S imperi-

alist domination abroad. The anti-sex

witchhunt in particular is aimed at rein-

forcing the institution of the family, the

main source of the oppression ot women
in capitalist society.

One ot the first offensives in this reac-

tionary drive was the manufactured panic-

over “satanic ritual abuse" in day-care
centers. Hundreds of people were rail-

roaded to prison on the basis of bizarre

charges when, in fact, no crime of any
kind had even been committed. The full

force of the capitalist state's apparatus of
repression was employed in the service

of literally demonizing day-care workers
and working mothers with the aim of
reinforcing the sanctity of hearth and
home.

Soon after the infamous McMartin Pro

school case in California, which started in

1984 and dragged on for six years, a sim-

ilar witchhunt ensnared the Amirault fam-
ily of Massachusetts. In 1987, Violet

Amirault, her son Gerald and daughter

Cheryl were given sentences ranging

from 20 to 40 years on absurd charges of

sexual abuse of children at a day-care

center owned and run by the mother. Ger-

ald Amirault remains in prison to this day.

The convictions of Violet Amirault and

Cheryl were overturned in 1995 hut were

vindictively reinstated this year, shortly

before the death of Violet Amirault While

the “satanic ritual abuse" scare has ebbed

in recent years, dozens of its victims

remain in jail. And some of the very same
"child-abuse experts" whose testimony

led to the convictions of the Amiraults are

still regularly used as “expert witnesses"

by state prosecutors, most recently in the

Boston "nanny case." As one medical

specialist noted in a recent article in the

Wall Street Journal (l 1 November):

"When one designates oneself a ‘child-

abuse specialist’ rather than, for exam-
ple, a pediatric neurosurgeon or an
expert in the biomechanics of head
trauma, that very designation suggests a

predisposition to find abuse even where
none exists. It is rather like the experts in

witchcraft of bygone eras, who reliably

found signs and symptoms of demonic
goings-on in even the most natural of
phenomena,"

The legal grounds for the anti-sex

witchhunt were set out in the 1974 Child

Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act
This Democratic-sponsored legislation,

also known as the Mondale Act, had

the ardent support of bourgeois femi-

nists. Yet it was specifically designed to

appeal to conservatives wanting to rein-

force the authority of the patriarchal

family and the influence of religion, a

key ideological mainstay for the oppres-

sion of women and youth. It set up a

national network of programs aimed at

drawing in teachers, social workers and

mental health professionals as snoops for

rial" spies and saboteurs, solely on the

"evidence” of their Japanese ancestry.

Despite hypocritical apologies by politi-

cians today, this disgusting episode was

no "aberration"—plans for similar deten-

tion camps, for other groups of "undesir-

ables." have been mooted many limes

since.

The intensified repressive measures

being pushed through today will do noth-

ing to stop the sort of heinous murders
which are used to justify their imple-

mentation. The capitalist rulers cynically

seize on individual crimes which are a

reflection of the social pathology of this

decaying system of exploitation and

oppression in order to strengthen the

state powers which defend that system.

The massive extension of police powers,

the rise in cop terror, the growth of

prison construction, the speedup on

death row—all these are aimed at pro-

tecting this truly criminal system by

intimidating the mass of the population,

particularly working people and minor-

ities, as the bourgeoisie drives up the

rate of exploitation while slashing so-

cial benefits. In a court system con-

structed from top to bottom to serve the

interests of the capitalist class, "justice”

is a myth.

Further, the slate has no business legis-

lating people’s personal lives, however

Washington teacher Mary Kay Le-
Tourneau, sentenced to six months
in prison for love affair with a teen-

age student.

messy they may be. As we wrote in "The
'Date Rape’ Issue: Feminist Hysteria,

Anti-Sex Witchhunt":

"While Marxists cannot decree either a

just or a pleasurable solution to the

ambiguities that arise out of the intersec-

tion of sex, race and class in this capital-

ist society, we can and do oppose all

attempts to fit human sexuality into legis-

lated and decreed 'norms.’...

‘To create genuinely free and equal re-

lations between people in all spheres,

including sex, requires nothing less

than the destruction of this class sys-

tem and the creation of a commun-
ist world In a classless society social

and economic constraints over sexual

relations will be nonexistent, and in

the words of Frederick Engels, 'there

is no other motive left except mutual
inclination'."— Women and Revolution No 43,

Winter 1993-Spnng 1994

K. B Khelifa

After heinous murders of young girls in Belgium, “law and order" hysteria
fueled huge marches demanding return of barbaric death penalty in 1996.

the capitalist state. While a vast number
of critically needed social programs have

been gutted or entirely eliminated, fund-

ing and resources for the programs set up

by the Mondale Act and laws modeled
on it have been repeatedly and massively

increased.

As a result, today there is a bloated

bureaucracy in place to pursue “sex

criminals." As we wrote in “Satan, the

State and Anti-Sex Hysteria" (Women
and Revolution No. 45. Winter-Spring

1996):

"The witchhunt’s nationwide apparatus
of sex cops, prying social workers and
quacks, bolstered with millions of dol-

lars. prestige and power, remains firmly

in place. .. Strengthened by increased

resources and an atmosphere of mass
panic, the state apparatus has tightened

its grip on society and thus reinforced its

ability to quash any challenge to its

exploitative and oppressive rule
”

Preventive Detention and
Racist Repression

Last year, by a vote of 51 to 8, Cali-

fornia became the first state to enact a

law mandating castration for twice-

convicted “sex offenders," either through

chemical or surgical means. The same
reactionary Women’s Coalition that lob-

bied for the barbaric castration law is

now pushing legislation to have "sex

crime" parolees permanently handcuffed.

The California version of “Megan’s
Law"—and those in a number of other

states—gives state officials the power to

continue confining "sex offenders" who
have already served their sentences. The
only condition specified for this ongoing
and arbitrary incarceration in state mental

hospitals is that the former inmates are

deemed “mentally ill." with no evidence

of recent violent acts necessary. Such

ghastly measures are a throwback to the

barbarous times when criminals were lit-

erally branded so that they could be pun-

ished for life.

The Arizona law is explicitly based

on the premise that "sex offenders" can-

not be "rehabilitated,” specifying life-

time probation after release from prison.

This means constant surveillance, court-

ordered “therapy" sessions, and lie-

detector, drug and alcohol tests. Among
the tortures imposed by this law is

a “test" by plethysmograph—attaching

probes to the man's penis to measure

his erection while tapes describing illicit

sex acts are played. One has to seri-

ously question who is mentally disor-

dered here: the parolees or the program

administrators.

Such blatant trampling on civil rights

recalls the complete disenfranchisement

of black people under the Jim Crow laws

of the South, when the lynch rope was
the only “justice" blacks were deemed to

deserve. In fact, a significant proportion

of black men are disenfranchised today

because they have served time for felony

convictions By whatever name, “indefi-

nite involuntary confinement" or "pre-

ventive detention” is in stark violation of

the U S. Constitution, in particular the

provisions of the Fifth and Fourteenth

Amendments regarding due process and

double jeopardy.

It is a measure of the ferocity of this

bigoted crusade that it is employing

means normally used by capitalist gov-

ernments in times of war or "counterin-

surgency" operations. The most notori-

ous instance of preventive detention in

the United States was the racist incarcer-

ation of Japanese Americans in remote

concentration camps during World War
II. Under Executive Order 9066 signed

by Democrat Franklin D Roosevelt, over

120,000 people—mostly women and

children and two-thirds of whom were

U.S. citizens—were torn from their

homes, which were stolen from them,

and imprisoned without trial as "poten-
No. 45
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Left: 84-day strike in 1947 by over 130,000 East Coast shipyard workers during largest strike wave in U.S. history. Right: 1947 labor rally in

New York’s Madison Square Garden against strikebreaking Taft-Hartley Act passed under Democrat Harry Truman.

Parts One. Two ami Three were pub-

lished in WV Nos. 676. 677 and 679. 17

and 31 October, and 28 November.

During the 1960s, a middle-aged white

industrial worker typically believed in

the "American Dream.” His economic

circumstances were much better and the

prospects for his children far greater than

when he grew up during the Great

Depression of the 1930s. He drove a

late-model car and lived in a suburban

home with an affordable, government-

subsidized mortgage. His children attend-

ed a state university or city college with

low tuition and easily available, govern-

ment-guaranteed student loans. He was

likely a veteran of the Second World War
“for democracy." in which the U.S. was

victorious, and had perhaps himself bene-

fited from the educational grants that the

"GI Bill” extended to returning soldiers.

Today, the picture is very different and

much bleaker Real wages for blue-collar

workers peaked in the early 1970s and

have since fallen about 20 percent Male

high-school graduates just entering the

job market are being paid almost 30 per-

cent less and female high-school gradu-

ates almost 20 percent less than a genera-

tion ago. The State of Working America

1996-97. a detailed statistical study by

the Economic Policy Institute—a left-

liberal think tank partly funded by the

trade unions— summed it up:

"American families are beset by a long-

term erosion in wages, deteriorating job

quality, and greater economic insecurity

"Our review of indicators suggests that

the changes in the economy have been 'all

pain, no gain,’ that the factors causing the

pain of greater dislocation, economic vul-

nerability. and falling wages do not seem
to be making a better economy or gener-

ating a 'payoff that could potentially be

redistributed to help the losers. Rather,

there seems to be a large-scale redistribu-

tion of power, wealth, and income that has

failed to lead to or be associated with

improved economic efficiency, capital

accumulation or competitiveness.”

The authors of this study, mirroring

the views of the AFL-CIO bureaucracy,

blame this deterioration on “general de-

regulatory, laissez-faire shifts in the

economy and forces that have weakened

the bargaining power of workers." How-

ever, many of the key factors behind the

current immiseration of the working

class and the gutting of the labor move-

ment were present even during the very

period—the decade following World War
II—when the “American Dream" looked

most real.

The anti-communist witchhunt of the

late 1940s and early '50s drove “reds"

and other militants out of the trade

unions and consolidated a labor bureauc-

racy that was openly pro-capitalist and

identified with the aims of U S. imperial-

ism in the international arena. The AFL
and CIO leaderships acquiesced to Taft-

Hartley and other anti-union laws which

crippled the labor movement, especially

in organizing campaigns. The militant

tactics which built the CIO industrial

unions in the 1930s—plant occupations

(sitdowns). mass picketing, secondary

strikes—could now be used only by defy-

ing the country’s harsh anti-labor laws

and challenging the union tops’ ties to

the Democratic Party.

One of the chief victims of the bureauc-

racy’s fealty to the New Deal coalition,

which tied the unions to Northern liberals

and Southern Dixiecrats, was a drive to

organize workers in the South in the late

1940s. Grotesquely named “Operation

Dixie," it was abandoned after two years

during which the anti-Communist CIO
tops did more to destroy what interracial

union organizations already existed, by

by driving out leftist militants, than to

build anything new. The toll of this defeat

is felt to this day by the labor movement,

as many manufacturers began shifting

their operations from (he industrial Mid-

west in the 1970s to take advantage of

non-union, low-wage labor in the South.

In general, blacks were excluded from

the prosperity of the first two postwar

decades A large proportion still lived in

the racist police states of the South. But

even in the North, black workers were

proverbially "the last hired and the first

fired.” In the mid-1960s, the average

income of a black family was 60 percent

that of a white family. Even a unionized

black industrial worker in the Midwest
or Northeast was more likely to live in

an inner-city ghetto than in a tree-lined

suburb. And he was far more likely to

have a son in prison or a daughter on

welfare than on a college campus.

The civil rights movement, the mass

struggles for black democratic rights and

social equality, peaked at a time when
American capitalism could no longer

afford significant improvements in the

economic condition of its working class.

The industrial economies of Germany

and Japan had recovered from the devas-

tation of World War II and were making

deep inroads in world markets, including

the American market. The competitive

position and overall strength of the U.S.

economy were further eroded by the

long, losing colonial war in Vietnam. By

the late 1960s, wages were stagnating

and good jobs were soon to become

scarce, especially for young workers. The

"American Dream”—which was never

intended to include blacks—was begin-

ning to fade even for white workers.

With these changing conditions, racist

demagogues like former Alabama gov-

ernor George “Segregation Forever” Wal-

lace appealed to the insecurities of white

workers, blaming social welfare pro-

grams which supposedly benefited only

the black poor for the country’s in-

creasing economic ills. The pro-capitalist

AFL-CIO bureaucracy made common
cause with right-wing politicians like

Wallace and Richard Nixon in attacking

black radicalism, for example, support-

ing the bloody suppression of the Black

Panther Party by the FBI and local police

forces. At the same time, radical black

nationalists and most white leftist stu-

dents wrote off the mass of the white

workers as “bought off’ by U S. imperi-

alism and incorrigibly racist.

The net result was the crushing of all

militant struggle for black rights and the

weakening of the trade-union movement,

setting the political preconditions for the

past two decades of union-busting, give-

back contracts, two-tier wage systems,

mass homelessness and the axing of

almost every social program for the poor

There can and will be no effective resis-

tance to the immiseration of American

working people without the unity in

struggle between the trade unions and the

black and Hispanic poor. This requires a

revolutionary workers party forged in

counterposition to the capitalist Demo-
crats and committed to the struggle for a

workers government, which alone can

bring about racial equality by providing a

decent life for all through a planned,

socialist economy.

Labor and the Cold War
The prelude to the postwar assault on

the unions was the deal worked out at the

beginning of World War II between the

Roosevelt White House and the AFL and

CIO leaderships. The federal government

accepted the unionization of the boom-

Liberal Democrat
Robert F. Kennedy
(left) spearheaded
Senate attacks on
Teamsters leader
Jimmy Hoffa, 1957.

Part 4: Liberal Union-Busting

in the “American Century”
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ing war industries; in turn, the labor tops
—foremost among them supporters of
the Stalinist Communist Party (CP)

—

vowed to enforce a ban on strikes and
abide by government wage controls.

By the time the war ended in 1945.
tully one-third of the country’s nonagri-
cultural labor force was unionized. At
the same time, the labor bureaucracy’s
pact with the Democratic administration
was coming undone. As the greatest

strike wave in U.S. history swept the

country, the ruling class responded with
a carrot-and-stiek approach. The carrot
was a substantial improvement in the

material conditions of the working class,

made possible by the international domi-
nance of American capitalism achieved
through the devastation of its main impe-
rialist rivals, Germany and Japan. The
slick was political repression and the

legal shackling of union power.

The 1947 Taft-Hartley Act barred any-
one professing to be a communist from
holding union office and outlawed a

host of militant strike tactics, such as

the secondary strikes which were key
to organizing efforts. Although the AFL
and CIO tops ritually denounced Taft-

Hartley as a “slave labor” act, they none-
theless adhered to it. In 1949, the CIO
bureaucracy expelled eleven "Commu-
nist" unions, almost 20 percent of its

membership. Communist-led unions such
as the United Electrical Workers (UE)
were subjected to membership raids and
reduced to a marginal existence, while a

number of CP-linked officials in other

unions, like Mike Quill of the Transport

Workers Union and Joe Curran of the

National Maritime Union, became rabid

anti-Communists to secure their posi-

tions. Personified by Wisconsin Republi-

can Senator Joseph McCarthy, the anti-

Communist witchhunt was expanded to

strike at all layers of American society,

notably including the universities and the

Hollywood film industry.

The rapid destruction of the CP's in-

dustrial base cannot be explained simply

in terms of government repression or the

embrace of Cold War hostility to the

Soviet Union by the mass of American
workers (which played on widespread

repugnance toward Stalin’s bloody des-

potism), particularly with the outbreak of

the 1950-53 U.S. -led imperialist war in

Korea. The American Stalinists' staunch

support for government strikebreaking

during World War II had discredited

them with a significant layer of militant

unionists. The red purge extended to all

leftists, including the Trotskyists, many
of whom had played leading roles in the

wartime wildcat strikes and earlier mili-

tant labor struggles, like the campaigns

which built the Teamsters into a power-

ful industrial union representing all over-

the-road truckers.

Though this was obviously not the

intent of the workers who were drawn in

behind it, the red purge strengthened the

hand of the capitalists against the unions.

Shortsightedly, these workers only saw

their wages, benefits and overall living

conditions improving, while the unions

appeared stronger than ever before.

Behind this view was the fact that the U.S.

had emerged from the war with by far the

largest and most technologically advanced

industrial capacity in the world. A recent

history of America’s premier financial

dynasty describes the 1950s as the “high

noon of industrial power, before the Euro-

pean economies rebounded or the Pacific-

rim threatened," when "the United States

dominated automobiles, steel, oil, alumi-

num, and other heavy industries” (Ron
Chernow, The House of Morgan [1990]).

The men who ran Wall Street and the For-

tune 500 corporations could thus buy class

peace on terms inconceivable to their pre-

decessors or successors.

The pattern of labor-capital relations in

the early Cold War period was exempli-

fied by the 1950 agreement between the

United Auto Workers (UAW) and General

Motors, which provided for an annual

3 percent "productivity" increase in wages
and a cost-of-living adjustment to offset

inflation. As leftist labor historian Mike
Davis commented in Prisoners of the

American Dream (1986): “In tandem with

the seniority system and internal promo-

tion within the plant, the wage system
thus established for the core economy,
and for the core only, became relatively

immune to cyclical layoffs and the tides

of the labor reserve army." The division

between older unionized workers in the

large manufacturing corporations and the

“reserve army" of the unemployed took

on an increasingly racial complexion
with the massive emigration of Southern
blacks to Northern cities during and after

World War II.

Beginning in the late 1940s. the social

and racial geography of the United States

underwent a significant shift. A key fac-

tor was the substantial increase in home
ownership among better-off working-
class families, which was deliberately

encouraged by government policy. Agen-
cies like the Federal Housing Administra-

tion and Veterans Administration insured

or guaranteed home mortgages against

default and foreclosure, while interest

payments on residential mortgages, un-

like rent, were made a tax-deductible

expense. The proportion of white families

who owned their own homes increased by
half between 1940 and 1970. As whites

moved out to the suburbs, the inner cities

became increasingly black and in some
cases Hispanic.

This development would have major
effects on the future course of American
politics. Racist opposition to residen-

tial integration was reinforced by fear-

mongering over declining "property val-

ues.” The civil rights movement was
defeated when it moved North in the mid-

Margaret Bourke-White

1 960s and sought to overcome not simply
the formal legal restrictions on black

rights imposed by Southern Jim Crow but

also the entrenched social segregation of
the black masses. A mob of racist bigots

stopped Martin Luther King Jr. from
marching in 1967 against segregation in

the lily-white Chicago suburb of Cicero.

A decade later, the “tax revolt”—a reac-

tionary movement centered on white sub-

urban homeowners—helped to catapult

right-wing Republican Ronald Reagan
into the White House a few years later.

What conditioned the political ascen-

dancy of the right over the past two
decades was the bankruptcy of liberalism

when confronted by the decay of Ameri-
can capitalism.

Kennedy, Galbraith and
Anti-Labor Liberalism

In the early postwar period, the AFL
and CIO provided the organized mass
base for the Northern liberal wing of the

Democratic Party and was key to Harry
Truman’s upset victory over Republican

Thomas Dewey in 1948. This did not, of

course, prevent Truman, like Roosevelt

before him, from calling out the National

Guard and army to break strikes “in the

national interest.” Nonetheless, in the

late 1940s and early ’50s, liberal politi-

cians usually posed as "friends of labor"

and voiced opposition to Taft-Hartley.

However, in the late 1950s an impor-
tant current emerged in the Northern lib-

eral wing of the Democratic Party which
maintained that trade unions had become
too powerful and were using that power
in ways harmful to the majority of the

American people. That current was repre-

sented at the political level by John F.

Kennedy and at the ideological level by
John Kenneth Galbraith, who would later

become a key economic adviser to the

Kennedy White House.

As a Senator from Massachusetts,

Kennedy along with his brother Robert

first gained national prominence as lead-

ers of a new government offensive

against organized labor. The immediate
target was the Teamsters union and its

colorful president, Jimmy Hoffa. This
union was singled out because it was
simultaneously economically powerful

and politically vulnerable. Outside of

and hostile to the AFL-CIO federation,

Hoffa’s Teamsters, with their well-

known connections to "the Mob,” were
popularly viewed as the “bad boys" of

the labor movement. At the same time,

benefiting from the shift in transport eco-

nomics from rail to over-the-road truck-

ing, the Teamsters had become the largest

and fastest-growing union in the country.

Furthermore, Hoffa was pushing for a

single master contract for all over-the-

road drivers in the U.S. In his 1960 anti-

Teamsters tract. The Enemy Within
, Rob-

ert F. Kennedy railed:

"The Teamster Union is the most power-
ful institution in this country—aside
from the United Stales Government
itself....

"Quite literally your life—the life of
every person in the United States— is in

the hands of Hoffa and his Teamsters.
“But, though the great majority of Team-
ster officers and Teamster members are
honest, the Teamster union under Hoffa
is not run as a bona fide union. As
Mr. Hoffa operates it. this is a conspiracy
of evil.”

The attack on the Teamsters was spear-

headed by 1957 Senate committee hear-

ings chaired by Arkansas Democrat John
McClellan. John Kennedy served as

McClellan’s right-hand man and his

brother as the committee’s chief counsel.

The AFL-CIO tops tried to dissociate

themselves from the Teamsters, with lib-

eral UAW chief Walter Reuther even tes-

tifying as a friendly witness. Nonetheless,

the Senate hearings had their intended

effect of discrediting organized labor in

general. Opinion polls showed public

approval of trade unions dropping from

75 percent before the hearings to 68 per-

cent afterward, remaining at about that

level through the 1 960s. The public vilifi-

cation of the Teamsters was key to the

passage of the 1959 Landrum -Griffin Act.

which gave the federal government vastly

enhanced powers over internal union

affairs while strengthening the Taft-

Hartley ban on secondary strikes and
"hot-cargoing” (refusing to handle scab

goods).

While attacking the labor movement by
criminalizing the Teamsters, the Ken-
nedys continued to seek electoral backing

from the mainstream AFL-CIO unions.

For his part, Galbraith, as an academic,
was free to launch a theoretical broadside

against organized labor at a more general

level. Whereas the right-wing Republi-

can enemies of union power called for

continued on page 12
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Bodies of among the 300 killed in Rais, August 29, one of many massacres at-

tributed to Armed Islamic Group. Survivors accused government of complicity.

Algeria...
(continuedfrom page I

)

The multiethnic proletariat of France

must be mobilized in defense of the

rights of minority workers, whose strate-

gic position in auto and other industries

can serve as a bridgehead for socialist

revolution between France and North

Africa. Warning of the possibility of a

deal between the Algiers regime and

the Islamic fundamentalists, the Ligue

Trotskyste de France (LTF). section of

the ICL, wrote early on in the face-off

between the FIS and the military:

"The army, or a section of it. could very

well apply all or part of the I IS's rcac

tionary program The forces of repres-

sion could very well not limit themselves

to imprisoning leaders and activists of

the FIS and. in particular, turn on the

working class itself....

Hie Algerian working class must enter

into struggle under its own banner and

—

drawing behind it women, landless peas-

ants. agricultural workers, the mass of

unemployed youth—must overthrow the

army/FLN regime and sweep away the

reactionary FIS."

— Lc llolchevik No. I 12.

July- August 1991

Algerian Workers and
Permanent Revolution

Comparing the brutality of the current

conflict in Algeria with that seen in

the 1954-62 War of Independence, ideo-

logues for French imperialism seek to

equate the squalid civil war between mil-

itary despots and Islamic reactionaries

with the heroic struggle of the Algerian

people against French colonialism. This

reeks of the arrogance of an imperialist

power still slinging from a humiliating

defeat at the hands of its former colonial

slaves. From the first FLN military oper-

ation in November 1954, it took more

than seven years, at a cost of over one

million dead, for the Algerian masses to

drive the colonial rulers out of their coun-

try. Yet when independence was finally

achieved in 1962, it placed in power the

bourgeois-nationalist FLN. which was

committed to maintaining capitalism and

aspired to be a new ruling class lording it

over their "own" people.

Once in power, the FLN acted as ser-

vants of imperialist interests, preaching

"Third World socialism" while imposing

iron-fisted military rule over Algeria’s

workers and peasants. By the end of the

1980s, the FLN had lost the authority it

had accrued from leading the struggle

against French imperialism. In the fall of

1988. a strike by industrial workers out-

side Algiers triggered youth revolts in the

capital and other cities. Army troops

gunned down hundreds of protesters. The

fundamentalists seized on the desperation

of the plebeian masses to put themselves

forward as a "radical" alternative to the

brutal and corrupt "Doula" (Power). When
the FIS swept the first round of legislative

elections in December 1991, the army

moved in to establish open military rule,

sweeping aside the FLN. which is today

a shadow of its former self In response

to imperialist pressure to "legitimize" the

regime, the military has reconstituted a

“civilian" government over the past few

years through a series of sham elections

and plebiscites.

The one social force with the power to

lead the impoverished peasants, unem-

ployed youth, women and all oppressed

in a revolutionary assault on the capitalist

order is the proletariat. In the wake of

independence, the country built up a

rather sizable modern industrial sector,

using oil revenues to import entire facto-

ries. This has created an industrial prole-

tariat in light and heavy manufacturing

and transportation, which—along with

oil and gas workers—has social power

well beyond its numerical size. The
organized working class has been a

prime target of fundamentalist assassins

While the bourgeois press has high-

lighted the murders of scores of journal-

ists and other prominent figures, nearly

400 trade unionists have been assassi-

nated. as have dozens of leftist militants.

Since independence. Algerian work-

ers have been shackled by the corporat-

ist leadership of the UGTA trade-union

federation, which is directly tied to the

regime and w-as the main force in or-

ganizing Zeroual’s National Democratic

Rally party early this year. The UGTA
was formed by pro-FLN trade-union

leaders in Algeria in a February 1956

split from the Stalinist-dominated CGT
federation, whose leadership rejected the

fight for national independence. Together

with the FLN. the UGTA called a num-

ber of powerful strikes, including a mas-

sive general strike in July 1956. Crushed

during the savage repression of the 1957

Battle of Algiers, the union federation

was not reconstituted until the end of the

war. When the FLN came to power in

1962. it purged the UGTA leadership,

banned strikes by public sector workers

and imposed an iron grip over the organ-

ized working class.

The Algerian Stalinists directly con-

tributed to this, serving in the FLN
machine after independence as propagan-

dists. administrators and UGTA bureau-

crats, even though their own organization.

the BAGS (Party of the Socialist Van-

guard), was semi-clandestine. The PAGS
succeeded the Algerian Communist Party

which, having liquidated into the FLN in

1956. was outlawed as soon as the FLN
came to power The PAGS dissolved in

January 1993, following the collapse of

the Soviet Union, leaving as remnants

Ettahaddi and the PADS, both of which

support the iradicateurs. These groups

justify their despicable bloc with the

army torturers by appealing to the Stalin-

isl/Menshevik myth of "revolution by

stages." labeling the hardline anti-FIS

elements in the regime as the "progres-

sive" wing of the Algerian bourgeoisie.

Despite their corporatisl leadership.

Algerian workers have repeatedly demon-

strated their combativity, even under the

conditions of the current civil war. In

February 1996, public sector workers

completely shut down the country for two

days in opposition to what they termed

Plan Juppe Bis (Jupp6 Plan No. 2). This

reference to the French conservative gov-

ernment’s proposed austerity measures,

which had provoked a massive upsurge

by public sector workers there only two

months earlier, underscored the links

between class struggle on both shores of

the Mediterranean. Algerian public sector

workers have since continued to wage a

series of strikes against threatened pri-

vatizations and layoffs. This past May.

30.000 workers at the Skikda oil tanker

port struck for three days. This was fol-

lowed by a two-day strike in July at the

SNVI truck factory, which touched off a

series of other strikes in the massive

Rouiba industrial zone just outside (he

capital.

The attacks by the Zeroual regime and

its imperialist backers cannot be deci-

sively defeated by economist trade-union

struggle, no matter how militant Algeria

is a capitalist semicolony, formally inde-

pendent but crushed under the boot of

the imperialist powers, which usurp its

resources and squeeze the lifeblood out

of its working population. To do away

with exploitation by the imperialists and

the domestic comprador bourgeoisie, the

Algerian working class must sweep away

the system of capitalist oppression by

taking power through socialist revolu-

tion. The fact that workers of North Afri-

can origin occupy a strategic position in

French heavy industry underscores that

this fight must be international.

The French Communist Party (PCF)

has been active of late in organizing dem-

onstrations of "solidarity with the Alge-

rian people" and enrolling undocumented

immigrant workers in the Communist-led

CGT trade-union federation. However,

the PCF’s rallies are actually in “solidar-

ity" with French imperialism’s support

for the bloody Zeroual regime, just as it

lined up behind its "own" bourgeoisie in

the 1 950s in refusing to fight for Algerian

independence (see "Papon, Vichy and

Algeria,” page 10). And its concern for

immigrant workers is belied by its partic-

ipation—alongside the ultra-chauvinist

Jean-Pierre Chev^nement— in the Jospin

government. As throughout West Europe.

France—both under the former right-

wing Jupp£ government and now un-

der the “Socialist" Jospin—has tightened

racist barriers to immigration and de-

ported immigrants and asylum-seekers,

making North African workers the scape-

goats for growing unemployment.

The PCF reformists do not oppose the

scapegoating and repression of immi-

grants, but simply want it carried out

more “humanely " While mouthing so-

cialist rhetoric, the PCF waves the tri-

color of French imperialism, issuing

protectionist calls to “produce French"

and demanding the borders be closed to

immigration During the December 1995

strike wave, the PCF and CGT tops

helped ensure that the strikes did not

spread to the private sector, with its heav-

ily North African workforce, but re-

mained limited to public sector workers

who. by law, must be French citizens. In

the name of “secularism." the PCF

—

joined by the fake Trotskyists of Lutte

Ouvri£re

—

has supported the govern-

ment’s racist exclusion of Muslim girls

from high schools for wearing the hijab,

the Islamic headscarf. Far from "fight-

ing fundamentalism.” such measures but-

tress the fascists’ diatribes against “for-

eign influence" and drive North Africans

(
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deeper into the fundamentalists' ghetto.

The struggle against Islamic fundamen-

talism and capitalist oppression in Algeria

is intimately linked with the fight against

racist terror in Europe. The rise of Islamic

fundamentalism in Algeria is being used

as a pretext to intensify racist repression

against the huge North African minority

in France. As part of the tight to forge a

multiethnic vanguard party to expropriate

the racist French bourgeoisie, the I.TF

demands: "Stop the deportations! Full cit-

izenship rights for all immigrants!” The

LTF has called on rail and airline workers

in particular to use their power to stop the

expulsions ot immigrants from France.

Algeria is a classic demonstration— in

the negative—of the correctness of Leon

Trotsky’s theory of permanent revolution,

which was vindicated by the experience of

the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. Trotsky

explained that in economically backward

countries the weak national bourgeoisie—
tied by a thousand strings to imperialism

and fearful ot its “own" working class

—

is incapable of realizing the goals of

classic bourgeois revolutions like the

French Revolution of 1789 He wrote that

"the complete and genuine solution of

their tasks of achieving democracy and
national emancipation is conceivable only

through the dictatorship of the proletariat

as the leader of the subjugated nation,

above all of its peasant masses" (The Per-

manent Revolution |I930|). The genuine

liberation of colonial and semicolonial

countries can only be achieved through

the overthrow of capitalism by socialist

revolution. If it is not to be strangled by

Pi*

FLN leaders Ahmed Ben Bella (left)

and Houari Boumediene. After gain-

ing power, bourgeois nationalists

moved to suppress workers, peas-
ants, women and ethnic minorities.

backwardness, poverty and imperialist

intervention, this struggle must necessar-

ily be linked to the fight for proletarian

revolution in the imperialist heartlands.

Imperialism, Nationalism and
Islamic Fundamentalism

With the counterrevolutionary destruc-

tion of the Soviet Union, semicolonial

countries like Algeria, which before were

often able to maneuver for breathing

space between Washington and Moscow,

are now mercilessly squeezed in the vise

of imperialist exploitation. In the last few

years, southern Algeria has been trans-

formed into a virtual protectorate of in-

ternational oil and gas conglomerates

—

especially American and British—which

have poured billions of dollars into the

Algerian Sahara, a region previously dom-

inated by French companies. The entire

area has been decreed an “exclusion zone"

barred to Algerian citizens without special

passes. Military patrols, roadblocks and

helicopters are everywhere, while an

international airport and compounds sur-

rounded by barbed wire are reserved for

foreign oilmen. The creation of this zone

harks back to the attempt by French pres-

ident Charles de Gaulle to split off the oil-

rich pays utile (useful country) during the

Algerian War to avoid conceding full sov-

ereignty to the Algerian people. After

being thwarted by the heroic struggle for

independence, that colonialist scheme is

now becoming a reality.

As the bourgeois nationalism of the rul-

ing elite is revealed as patently bankrupt,

the FIS reactionaries feed off despair and

frustration fueled by the profound cco

nomic crisis ravaging the country, a phe

nomenon evident throughout much of

North Africa and the Near East. As we

have noted elsewhere ("ISO and the Veil:

‘Third Camp’ Social Democrats Pander to

Islamic Fundamentalism,” WV No. 613.

30 December 1994):

"Though looking to the past, the Islam-

ic fundamentalist wave is a response

lo the oppressive conditions of the late

20th century. Its present rise as a mass
movement is the reactionary reflection

of both the absence of a communist
alternative and the manifest dead end of

nationalism."

While the American bourgeoisie hypo

critically screams about Islamic “terror-

ists" to justify foreign intervention and

domestic repression, it sponsored numer-

ous fundamentalist movements in its cru-

sade to destroy the Soviet Union. At the

height of the 1950s Cold War, then secre-

tary of state John Foster Dulles pro-

claimed: "The religions of (he East are

deeply rooted and have many precious

values. Their spiritual beliefs cannot be

reconciled w ith Communist atheism and

materialism. That creates a common bond

between us, and our task is to find it and

develop it" (quoted in Paul Baran, The

Political Economy of Growth (1957]).

After encouraging an anti-Communist

bloodbath in Indonesia in 1965 in which

Islamic fundamentalists played a promi-

nent role, the U.S. subsequently devel-

oped that "bond" most closely in its drive

to kill Soviet soldiers in Afghanistan fol-

lowing the USSR’s military intervention

in late 1979. The Algerian GIA, like a

host of fundamentalist organizations in

other countries, was formed by veterans

of the CIA’s “holy war" in Afghanistan,

where mujahedin cutthroats butchered

teachers for the “crime" of teaching

young girls to read.

The U.S. has also maintained close

contacts with the Algerian fundamental-

ists themselves. In 1994, the FIS gave the

CIA written assurances that oil and gas

contracts would be respected if it came to

power. Last year, a Rand Corporation

report commissioned by the U.S. Army—
entitled “Algeria: The Next Fundamental-

ist State"—assured America’s rulers that

if the FIS came to power it was “likely to

welcome US private-sector investments

in Algeria and to undertake close com-

mercial relations with the United States"

(CounterPunch, I November). More re-

cently, the well-connected Middle East

Economic Digest (19 September) ran a

cover story headlined "Hope: Amid the

Misery. Investors Return to Algeria." re-

porting on the many investment projects

mooted by imperialist firms—pending a

“resolution" of the civil war.

Echoing the imperialists in pushing for

a deal with the FIS are the abject social

democrats of the Lambertist PT. whose
cadre in France are today an integral com-
ponent of the pro-Socialist trade-union

bureaucracy. The Algerian PT has angled

for a bloc with the Islamic fundamentalists

since 1991. when it criminally supported

a “general strike" call by the FIS, its first

major confrontation with the regime. In

January 1995, the PT signed a common
platform with the FIS and a number of

bourgeois and “moderate" fundamentalist

panics, calling for "reconciliation" and

"free and pluralistic elections.” These pro-

Islamic "socialists” were rewarded for

their services in last June's electoral farce,

as PT leader Louisa Hanoune and three of

her followers won parliamentary seats

with backhanded support from the FIS,

which called for a vote "for candidates

who are in favor of peace and who are not

accomplices of the putschists” (Le Monde,

1 1 May).

Mobilize the Proletariat to

Defend Women, Berbers!

Chief among the victims of a funda-

mentalist victory would be Algeria’s

women Many schoolgirls who refuse to

wear the veil have already been shot

down in the streets or dragged out of

school and had their throats slashed.

Henissart

Huge pro-independence protest in Algiers, December 1960. Protesters waved
outlawed FLN flags in defiance of French colonialism.

Algerian women have repeatedly takers

to the streets in opposition to the fun-

damentalist threat. Fully two-thirds of

the 100,000 people who participated in

anti-FIS protests in March 1994 were

women. Unfortunately, the banners they

marched behind were those of bourgeois

feminists, ex-Stalinists and other polit-

ical forces which support the military

regime. The fight for women's rights re-

quires an uncompromising struggle not

only against the theocratic reactionar-

ies but against the bourgeois-nationalist

regime.

Once in power, the FLN immediately

demobilized the thousands of w'omen

who had courageously fought against

French colonialism, sneering: “Our so-

cialism rests on the pillars of Islam and

not on the emancipation of women with

their make-up. hairdressers and cosmet-

ics, from which arise unchained pas-

sions harmful to humanity.” For years,

the FLN included within its ranks current

FIS leader Abassi Madani. even when he

was a leader in the late 1960s of the fun-

damentalist El Quyam (Values) group,

whose members threw lye in the faces of

women wearing short skins. In 1984, the

FLN regime imposed a "Family Code"
enshrining the anti-woman dictates of

sharia (Islamic law), prohibiting mar-

riage to non-Muslim men. sanctioning

polygamy, making divorce almost impos-

sible for women and relegating them to

the status of permanent minors who owe
"obedience" to their husbands.

In fact, the nationalist regime helped

the fundamentalists to establish a base in

Algerian universities in the 1970s by

importing scores of Muslim Brotherhood

members from Egypt and elsewhere to

replace French-speaking teachers with

Arabic speakers. This was part of a

"forced Arabization” drive directed par-

ticularly against the country's Berber

minority, concentrated mainly in the Ka-

bylia region east of Algiers and derived

from indigenous peoples who predated

the Arab occupation of the area. Berbers

played an exceptionally prominent role in

the Algerian independence movement,

constituting a major portion of the FLN’s
leading cadres until the late 1950s. But

the potential for Berber-Arab unity was

undermined by the FLN’s nationalist pro-

gram. which necessarily promoted the

dominant Arab people. In 1963, the re-

gime crushed a regional revolt in Kaby-

lia, killing hundreds. In 1980, the regime

again came down on Kabylia after the

region exploded in a virtual insurrec-

tion—the "Berber springtime"—follow-

ing a police assault on university students

who were protesting a government ban on

leaching Berber language and culture.

More recently. Kabylia witnessed the

largest of the anti-FIS demonstrations

that swept Algeria several years ago.

including a series of one-day strikes and

mass protests in 1994 against Islamic ter-

ror and for official recognition of Tama-
zight, the Berber language. However, the

main Kabyle-based parties, the bourgeois

Socialist Forces Front (FFS) and the

Rally for Culture and Democracy (RCD),

play the role of "loyal opposition” to the

continued on page 10
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Women were at the forefront of massive anti-fundamentalist protests in

Algiers and other cities in March 1994.

Algeria...
(continuedfrom page 9)

regime. The RCD is closely tied to the

iradicateurs at the head of the army,

while the FFS favors “conciliation" with

the FIS.

Tailing right behind these bourgeois

forces is the United Secretariat’s Algerian

supporters, the PST. Like the RCD and

FFS. the PST limits itself to pressuring

the regime to make Berber an official lan-

guage. Trotskyists call for the full equal-

ity of all languages used in Algeria—Ara-

bic. Berber and French—but we also

uncompromisingly defend the Berbers’

right to regional autonomy. At this point,

the various Berber-speaking regions have

not consolidated a nation, although this

could happen in the crucible of fierce

repression should the virulently Arab-

chauvinist fundamentalists come to pow-

er. That national/ethnic antagonisms have

not dissipated but have rather deepened in

some ways under FLN rule, despite the

nationalists’ pretensions of building a

modern industrial society, underlines the

necessity for overthrowing capitalism as

the precondition for national equality and

economic development.

The Pabloite PST/USec have been

loyal followers of the Algerian national-

ists for decades. This tendency’s founder

and then-leader, Michel Pablo, actually

accepted a post in the first FLN govern-

ment under Ahmed Ben Bella. Pablo

helped draft the 1963 “self-management’’

decrees that brought to heel the mass

occupations of factories and landed es-

tates which swept post-independence

Algeria, by integrating the workers com-
mittees into the state apparatus. In recent

years, the PST has focused on pressuring

the blood-drenched military to accord

parliamentary “democracy,’’ centering its

program on the call for “elections with

proportional representation." The utter

vacuousness of such parliamentary cre-

tinism in war-ravaged Algeria can be seen

in the fact that such elections could well

lead to a fundamentalist victory.

The PST’s line is a repudiation in prac-

tice of the Trotskyist program of perma-

nent revolution. Not surprisingly, these

tailists oppose any perspective for mobi-

lizing the proletariat in struggle for the

defense of the rights of Berbers and

women, instead liquidating into various

^pro-government feminist formations. Re-

jecting the PST’s anti-revolutionary poli-

tics, in 1992 a group of PST cadre formed
the Tendance Plateforme Trotskyste (TPT)
to fight for the perspective of permanent

revolution against the Pabloites’ class col-

laboration. After further study and pro-

grammatic debate, the TPT declared its

solidarity with the International Com-
munist League. Placing the question of

women's oppression front and center, the

TPT declared in its March 1992 founding

document:

“The fight for the liberation of women,
which will be accomplished by the revo-

lution. will have as its basis the fight

against all forms of sexual discrimina-

tion! Against the veil! Equal pay for

equal work! Free and accessible abortion

for all women, including minors! For 24-

hour childcare centers!"

The woman question in Algeria is stra-

tegic and explosive. Yet much of the

Algerian left—wedded to nationalism—
does not even raise the elementary de-

mand for repeal of the reactionary Family

Code. The ex-Stalinist Ettahaddi and
PADS call only for "reforming” this law.

as does the group around El Massira

(The March), a recent split from the PST
Meanwhile, the Lambertist PT. which

grotesquely tails the FIS. did not utter a

word about abrogation of the Family

Code in its platform for the June elec-

tions. The fight for sexual and ethnic/

national equality poses the necessity of

an attack against the very basis of the

capitalist order. Under the leadership of

a Bolshevik party which acts as a tribune

of the people, the revolutionary proletar-

iat must inscribe on its banner the fight

against all forms of sexual discrimina-

tion. for the abolition of the Family

Code, and for the separation of mosque

and state. For women’s liberation through

socialist revolution!

For the Independent
Mobilization of the Proletariat

Evincing the Pabloites’ suicidal faith in

the military-backed regime. PST leader

Salhi Chawki dismisses any idea of a

"machiavelian [sic] plan” involving army
complicity in the recent massacres and

gives the Zeroual government a clean bill

of health: "It does seem that the army was

not responsible for these latest massacres,

as many people suspected” (International

Viewpoint, October 1997). Meanwhile in

France, the PST’s co-thinkers, Alain

Krivine’s Ligue Communiste RSvolution-

naire, tail behind the French bourgeoisie,

joining in the call for a “commission of

inquiry” as “the beginning of the end for

the killers" (Rouge, 13 November).

As a left fig leaf for its support to the

military, the PST promotes the various

"self-defense groups" which are toler-

ated—or directly set up—by the regime

and serve as a vehicle for pro-government

political groups to rally to the side of the

generals. Thus Chawki claims that “the

growing structures of popular self-

defense are the only act of civil dignity

which can respond adequately to the hor-

ror facing Algeria." Rendering the PST's

line more explicit, El Massira (January

1997) openly calls on “officers and

policemen to place themselves at the ser-

vice of the people, not to oppress them."

While expressing the felt needs of rural

villagers to defend themselves against

French Stalinists Betrayed Algerian Independence Struggle

Papon, Vichy and Algeria

L'Humaml6

17 October 1961: Paris police terrorize Algerian immigrants as over 300 pro-
independence protesters were slaughtered.

In covering the current trial of former

French official Maurice Papon for organ-

izing the deportation of Jews to Ausch-
witz under the pro-Nazi Vichy regime in

World War II. the bourgeois press has

brought into the open one of the dirtiest

episodes in France’s dirty colonial war
against the Algerian people. Although he

faces no charges for it, in October 1961

Papon, as Paris police commissioner,

organized the massacre of over 300
Algerian protesters in the streets of Paris.

For more than three decades, that massa-

cre was covered in a shroud of official

secrecy, only in the past several years

has the bourgeois media begun to refer to

it. "The French bourgeoisie would very

much like to wipe out the memory of this

abject crime," wrote the Ligue Trotskyste

de France in a 1983 article. "But the

working class will not forget its martyrs"

(Le Bolchivik No. 42. October 1983).

On 17 October 1961, French author-

ities systematically organized and carried

out an anti-Algerian pogrom in the heart

of Paris, slaughtering hundreds of men,
women and children participating in a

peaceful protest Many were shot on the

spot; others were beaten unconscious

and drowned in the Seine, coldbloodedly

executed in police stations or lynched

from trees in the Bois de Vincennes park.

Days after the massacre, corpses were
still being pulled from the river. The
"official" version was that only three

people (including two Algerians) were
killed, but leaked national police docu-

ments put the number of dead at 140.

The Algerian National Liberation Front

(FLN). after extensive investigations to

identify the victims, put the total number
of those who died or disappeared at 327.

Amid a series of articles touting the

Stalinists’ supposed fight against the

colonialist war in Algeria, an article on
the October 1961 massacre recently

appeared in L'Humaniti, newspaper of

the French Communist Party (PCF),

implying that the PCF actively protested

the bloodbath. This is a lie. and the PCF
knows it. Indeed, when Algerian protest-

ers fleeing the police attack sought ref-

uge in the L’Humaniti building, the gate

was shut in their faces.

Following the pogrom, no demonstra-

tions were called by the PCF or the Com-
munist-led CGT trade-union federation.

The Stalinist leaders did not visit the

wounded Algerian victims in the hospi-

tals or the suffering families of those

killed; they mobilized no workers to

honor the victims’ burials. The only

protest strikes were scattered half-hour

stoppages in a few plants. The day after

the massacre, the Socialists rushed to

defend Papon, declaring: "No one can

blame him" (quoted in Terntoires Con-
temporains: Cahiers de I IHC No. 2,

1995). For their part, PCF representatives

sat alongside Papon at a meeting of the

Paris Municipal Council one week after

the massacre, lamely calling only for

“sanctions against those responsible”

(Michel Levine, Les ratonnades d’oeto-

bre ( 1 985)). Years later, despite the scores

of union members who disappeared that

night, the CGT was still rehashing the

cops' lie that only two Algerians had been

killed (Jean Bruhat and Marc Piolot,

Esquissc d'une histoire de la C.G.T.

(1895-1965) |CGT publication. 1966))!

The massacre was preceded by months
of atrocities against Algerian workers by

the Paris police. Papon had been trans-

ferred from Algeria with orders to repro-

duce in Paris the mass torture and sum-
mary executions that were employed in

the colony. According to official figures,

more than 50 Algerians were killed by
cops in France every month, and many
more were brutalized in police torture

chambers. There was a crying need for a

demonstration of united action by French

and Algerian workers against the racist

terror. But the Stalinist leaders did noth-

ing. Emboldened, Papon ordered a cur-

few selectively targeting Algerians, in

words virtually identical to a decree

against Jews during World War II Still,

there was no protest by the leaders of the

French working class. Assured of the

docility of the reformist misleaders. the

regime of President Charles de Gaulle
organized a carefully prepared bloodbath
when the FLN called a demonstration
against the racist curfew and for Algerian

independence.

For years, the Stalinists helped the

bourgeoisie blot out the memory of the

October 1961 massacre by building up a
myth around a subsequent PCF-led dem-
onstration in which nine French people
were killed in a police charge at the Cha-
ronne metro (subway) station in February
1962. While not a single French high-
school history textbook deals with the

1961 pogrom, the Charonne demonstra-
tion is universally known—and proudly
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Signs carried by LTF contingent at 1993 Paris protest against deportations
raised call for “Full Citizenship Rights for Immigrants!”

fundamentalist attacks, even where these

irregular militias were not initially cre-

ated in collaboration with the army and
police, they were soon placed under total

government control. This has been cod-

ified in the past two years in a series of

laws putting them under the command of

the interior ministry. One type of militia,

the “communal guards," is directly set up

by the army, which trains and pays the

members and provides them with light

arms. The other type, the "self-defense

groups" initiated by villagers, requires

the authorization of the local prefect and

the approval of the security services.

These irregular militias, each comprising

about 100,000 men, have more than dou-

bled the size of the military forces avail-

able to the regime.

Like the PST/USec, the centrist Pou-

voir Ouvrier in France, which is linked to

Workers Power in Britain, tries to give a

left cover to its capitulation before the

Algerian military. Thus, Pouvoir Ouvrier

(September-October 1997) pretends that

it is possible to “take the leadership of

the self-defense committees against the

Islamist violence and the army special

forces." But how, dear centrists, can you

“take the leadership" when the leaders are

named by the minister of the interior?

Moreover, reflecting the backwardness of

rural society, a number of these militias

have simply become instruments for pur-

suing bloody vendettas among rival vil-

lages, clans and local emirs (potentates).

Even Chawki delicately admits that the

communal guards "seem to have been

responsible for some other collective

murders earlier this year.”

Armed self-defense is a vital question

in Algeria, But this must be predicated on

and integrally linked to the mobilization

of the proletariat independently from

—

and in opposition to—the bourgeois state.

An example of this came in the summer
of 1993, when dockers shut down the port

of Algiers for more than a week, cutting

off distribution of food supplies. We
pointed out that the trade union should

have organized the distribution of food

—

mobilizing women's support committees

to help in this—showing in practice how
the working class can carry out the nec-

essary tasks of organizing society. Noting

that the fundamentalists would have

viewed such union-based action as a

threat to their hold over the plebeian

masses, the LTF wrote (Le Bolchgvik No.

125, November-December 1993):

“It would therefore be necessary to set

up workers self-defense militias to give

the reactionaries of the FIS a taste of

what working-class power is. But such a

mobilization would require ousting the

traitors who lead the working class and
keep the proletariat subordinated to the

bourgeoisie.”

The complete and unconditional inde-

pendence of the proletariat, embodied in

the leadership of a Leninist-Troiskyist

vanguard party, is key to finding any way
out of the terror and turmoil currently

strangling Algeria. A victory for the fun-

damentalists would not only sound the

death knell for unveiled women, ethnic

minorities, militant workers and leftists

in Algeria. It would also be an enor-

mous impetus to the spread of Islamic

reaction throughout North Africa, bolster-

ing the Tunisian Al-Nahda movement
and the five-year war of terror waged by

the Egyptian Djamaa Islamiya (Islamic

Group), which has targeted the Coptic

Christian minority and foreign tourists

(most recently, in the horrific massacre

which left 62 dead in Luxor). As in Alge-

ria. the imperialist-backed bourgeois re-

gimes in Tunisia and Egypt have imposed

draconian repression on the population

while ramming through policies of aus-

terity and immiseration.

On the other hand, a victorious social-

ist revolution in Algeria would not only

usher in the emancipation of the op-

pressed of that country, but bring closer

the day when all the despotic regimes

of the region—whether Islamic, Arab

nationalist or Zionist—are swept away by

the working class. Key to this outcome is

the formation of Bolshevik workers par-

ties throughout the region as pan of a

reforged Trotskyist Founh International.

This is what the International Communist
League fights for.

Sygma

1983 strike at Talbot auto plant highlighted role of combative North African
workers in strategic French industries.

promoted by the Stalinist leaders as the

epitome of their supposed “combat"

against French colonialism during the

Algerian War. But the Charonne demon-
stration did not even call for Algerian

independence! It was called to protest ter-

rorist attacks by the OAS (Secret Army
Organization), a fascist group led by for-

mer army officers who sought to head off

de Gaulle’s negotiations with the FLN.
When a million people turned out for the

burial of the Charonne protesters, PCF
speakers did not so much as mention the

massacre of Algerians which had taken

place only four months earlier.

As far back as the 1930s, when it

embarked on its class-collaborationist

“people's front” policy, the PCF had

opposed Algerian independence, calling

instead for a more “democratic” French

colonial empire in the form of a “free

union" between “the colonial peoples

and our people” (Jakob Moneta, Le PCF
et la question coloniale (1971 )). In May
1945, PCF ministers in the first postwar

government stayed at their posts as the

French bourgeoisie drowned in blood an

incipient Algerian nationalist revolt in

Sdtif, killing tens of thousands. During

the Algerian War, PCF leaders occasion-

ally uttered the word “independence."

but their real policy was to pressure suc-

cessive bourgeois governments to “nego-

tiate" a settlement which would preserve

the French bourgeoisie’s "vital interests.”

This was simply a call for a neocolonial

regime in Algeria under the boot of

French imperialism.

From the fall of 1955 to late spring

1956, France was swept by a wave of

mutinies by soldiers refusing to be sent

to Algeria. These revolts were often

backed up by strikes, as thousands of

French workers—joined by their Alge-

rian class brothers—battled riot police in

defense of protesting soldiers. In the

midst of this unprecedented upsurge.

Socialist leader Guy Mollet was elected

prime minister at the head of a popular-

front coalition including the PCF and the

Radicals and other bourgeois parties.

Mollet proceeded to pour hundreds of

thousands of troops into Algeria. Though
not formally part of tjie government, the

PCF provided his firmest support, going

so far as to vote for granting the regime

“special powers" in Algeria.

The worker-soldier revolt in France

came amid a series of strikes in Algeria

—

several of which shut the country down—

centered on the highly combative dock

workers. Far from seeking to mobilize

solidarity in struggle among workers in

France, the PCF fomented anti-immigrant

chauvinism, pushing its line of closing the

borders. In May 1956, at the height of the

proletarian upsurge, the PCF denounced a

government proposal to admit a thousand

additional Algerian workers into France.

In the face of such treachery, the wave
of mutinies and strikes against the war

dissipated.

France continued to witness militant

strikes around economic demands—and

Algerian workers there participated virtu-

ally to a man. In 1958, with the economy
in shambles and the country swept by

one of the most powerful strike move-
ments in decades, the bourgeoisie turned

to World War II “Resistance" idol Gen-

eral de Gaulle to resolve the crisis. The

PCF’s response was to pathetically

embrace the discredited governing parties

which were carrying out the Algerian

War; the Stalinists campaigned in "de-

fense of the republic” and even voted to

renew the notorious Special Powers Act.

As soon as the parliament voted him pres-

ident, de Gaulle immediately cracked

down on the working class and intensi-

fied the military terror in Algeria. Short-

ly thereafter, he proclaimed the semi-

bonapartist Fifth Republic.

Three years later, in April 1961, the

social tensions tearing at the fabric of

French capitalist society again exploded,

as French troops in Algeria revolted

against an attempted putsch by officers

opposed to de Gaulle’s negotiations with

the FLN. Rank-and-file soldiers seized

military bases, arrested their officers and

sabotaged vehicles and communications.

Instead of seizing the opportunity to

mobilize the workers in struggle against

the imperialist war. the PCF sought to

unite with de Gaulle against the reaction-

ary officers. When Gaullist prime minis-

ter Michel Debr6 issued a ludicrous call

for the population to rush to the airports

to prevent an (impossible) assault by the

putschists, the Stalinists embraced the

“national unity” fraud; they dispatched

hundreds of workers to patrol the airports

around Paris and cynically “called on the

government to immediately arm the

working class" (L'Humamti, 25 April

1961). Fully 12 million workers took to

ihe streets at the call of the PCF. but the

Stalinists kept the demonstrations di-

rected solely against the putschist offi-

cers. so that even the Gaullisis supported

the protests.

The Algerian War provoked wave after

wave of explosive working-class struggle

by French and Algerian workers, which
could have placed the perspective of

socialist revolution on the order of

the day. Yet the PCF repeatedly derailed

this powerful working-class offensive

through its treacherous class collabora-

tion with the bourgeoisie. Throughout

the war, the PCF leaders sought above

all to avoid a humiliating defeat for

French imperialism. Today, the PCF con-

tinues to serve as a loyal handmaiden to

the imperialist bourgeoisie as part of the

racist, anti-working-class popular-front

government

J.-P Marais

Workers and soldiers defy cops to stop troop transport train during Algerian

War, 1956.
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Letters
(continuedfrom page 2)

“West" through the early bourgeois revo-

lutions. The current rise in reaction, in the

form of a more powerful and better-

armed Muslim fundamentalism, is pri-

marily fueled by the bankruptcy of Arab

nationalism.

The murderous role of the Zionist

rulers in the Occupied Territories has

merely strengthened the resolve of the

reactionaries, as the one thing Near East

Muslim fundamentalists have in common
is anti-Semitism. The primary blame,

however, has to rest with the Arab bour-

geoisies. I realize this was not the issue

being dealt with in the article. Nonethe-

less, I think the way the sentence stands

removes much of the responsibility from

the hands of the Arab bourgeoisies.

As we’ve written before, what is

absolutely essential is the building of

Leninist Trotskyist parties in the Near

East that are conscious of the historical

role of the proletariat in that part of the

globe. The political independence of the

working class and its mobilization for

itself and all the oppressed under the

banner of permanent revolution must be

the hallmark of these parties. This will

be the only way to defeat the reactionary

fundamentalist danger, sweep away both

the bloody Zionist rulers and the miser-

able (and bloody) Arab bourgeoisies and

build a rational, socialist society. The
real question is how to do that and over-

come the many religious divisions en-

trenched in these countries.

Comradely,

Alan Wilde

On Interpenetrated Peoples
New York City

21 November 1997

Dear Editor.

An article headlined "Israel Out of All

Occupied Territories!" (WV No. 674, 19

September) states: “Like Cyprus. North-

ern Ireland, Sri Lanka and the former

Yugoslavia, among other places, Israel/

Palestine is a case of interpenetrated peo-

ples, of two or more peoples claiming

the same territory. In such situations,

under capitalism—in which the state

power is necessarily dominated by a sin-

gle nation—the democratic right of

national self-determination cannot be

achieved for one people without violat-

ing the national rights of the other.”

While this statement is true as a gen-

eral historical observation, it ignores the

particularities of the regions cited and

the impact of events in recent years.

Firstly, in some of these cases, relatively

homogenous populations have coexisted

alongside areas of interpenetration. In

Israel/Palestine, with the exception of

militarized Zionist “settlements," the Oc-
cupied Territories are inhabited by Pales-

tinian Arabs. In Sri Lanka, where many
Tamils were historically concentrated in

the northern part of the island, we upheld

the right of the minority Tamils to form

their own state.

More importantly, these situations are

inherently unstable; bloody, historic ca-

tastrophes can and do forcibly separate

interpenetrated peoples, as has happened

in several of the countries cited above. In

the former Yugoslavia, nationalism was

the motor force for the restoration of cap-

italism in the early 1990s. This counter-

revolution was precipitated by and in turn

fueled bloody communalist slaughters

which have ripped apart the Serb, Croat

and Bosnian Muslim populations, once

intermingled in various areas including

the old Croatian military frontier and

Bosnia-Hercegovina, into distinct regions

under the rule of mutually hostile and

viciously anti-working-class nationalist

forces.

The interpenetration of the Greek and

Turkish populations of Cyprus was
also “resolved" in a reactionary, anti-

democratic manner in the wake of the

1974 Turkish army occupation. We wrote

at the lime that the compacting of dis-

tinct Greek and Turkish areas in Cyprus
"would involve destructive forced mass
population transfers and would contain

within them the seeds of further bloody

communal and national wars” (WV No.

50, 2 August 1974). This warning has

been vindicated by subsequent events, as

some 200,000 Greeks were driven from

their homes in the Turkish-occupied

northern area and the two communities

effectively separated. This has set the

stage for continuing bloody confronta-

tions between Greek and Turkish na-

tionalists. most recently in the summer
of 1996.

Sri Lanka offers a particularly corn-

1987 protest
In Melbourne,

Australia in

defense of

Tamil people
against Sri

Lankan army
terror.

pelting example of the impact of nation-

alist bloodletting. After decades of “Sin-

hala only" chauvinist agitation pushed

particularly by the "left" -nationalist Sri

Lanka Freedom Party, in the early 1980s

the rightist government of President J. R.

Jayewardene unleashed an army of oc-

cupation in the overwhelmingly Tamil

North centered on the Jaffna peninsula.

In 1983, Jayewardene’s United Nation-

al Party instigated a wave of pogroms
against the Tamil minority in the South,

dispossessing much of the sizable Tamil

merchant layer. We wrote at the time

(Spartacist No. 35. Autumn 1983):

"The massive atrocity taking place in Sri

Lanka marks a watershed in that island's

history. The bloodletting and the mass
population transfers have set the econ-

omy back at least a decade and arc forc-

ing the separation of the peoples. J.R.

has ripped the country apart, massacring
many thousands and forcing the sur-

vivors into a virtual 'bantustan' in the

barren North."

Noting that the bloodbath had "cata-

strophically altered for the foreseeable

future the prospects for common class

struggle between the Sinhalese working

class and the oppressed Tamil minority,"

we raised the call for the right of Tamil

Eelam—i.e.. a separate Tamil state in the

North—and for a federated socialist re-

public of Eelam and Lanka as part of a

socialist federation of South Asia.

Now, even as war continues to rage

in the North between Tamil nationalists

and the occupying Sinhalese army, in

the Eastern Province Tamil Muslims and

some Sinhalese continue to live along-

side the predominant Tamil Hindus. And
the uplands plantation areas continue

to be populated by hideously exploited

Tamil tea pickers, descendants of low-

caste Indians imported by the British

imperialists before independence, whose

labor accounts for a significant portion

of the country's export earnings. Neither

the ostensibly Marxist organizations on

the island nor the Tamil nationalists have

ever bestirred themselves to fight on

behalf of these Tamil workers.

As we wrote about Lanka in 1983: "As

Marxists, we are not in the business of re-

venge of one people (the prior oppressed)

over another (the prior oppressor). Rather

we believe the eradication of national

oppression and true social progress will

require a socialist revolution" (WV No.

336, 12 August 1983).

Communist greetings.

Helene Brosius

Wall Street...
(continuedfrom page 7)

a return to the anti-labor “tree market"

environment of the 1920s. Galbraith

advocated what in Europe and Latin

America is termed a corporate state:

a strong government exercising a high

degree of direct control over the economy.
In his influential books of the 1950s

—

American Capitalism: The Concept of
Countervailing Power and The Affluent

Society—Galbraith set out the theme that

big business and "big labor" were exploit-

ing their monopoly position at the ex-

pense of the rest of American society.

Under the expansionary conditions of the

postwar period, he argued, strong indus-

trial unions like the UAW could demand
and extract ever-greater wages and bene-

fits. U S. Steel, General Motors el al. then

passed along these higher costs, adding a

bit extra to widen their profit margins, in

the form of higher prices to consumers:
“The wage, price and profit spiral origi-

nates in the part of (he economy where
firms with a strong (or oligopolistic)

market position bargain with strong

unions. These price movements work
themselves through the economy with a

highly diverse effect on different groups.
Where firms are strong in their markets

and unions are effective, no one is much
hurt, if at all, by inflation....

"At the other extreme are those who
experience the rising costs but whose
own prices remain largely unaffected
because they are fixed by law or custom
or. at a minimum, by someone else This
is the position, during inflation, of the

teacher, preacher, public servant, of (in

general) the salaried professional and
white collar community and of those
who. in effect, are reaping the reward of
past services to society in the form of
pensions or other such payments."

— The Affluent Society (1958)

In other words, if a high-school teacher

couldn't afford the new car he wanted,

he should blame not only GM manage-

ment but Walter Reuther’s UAW as well.

Indeed, in Galbraith’s view there was

little difference between the two. In

American Capitalism . he wrote of “the

full coalition between management and

labor” which is "partly disguised by the

conventional expressions of animosity."

Galbraith opposed the traditional

right-wing program for combating infla-

tion by depressing the economy through

tight money policy, higher taxes and cuts

in government spending, arguing: "Even
though the unemployment necessary for

price stability is not, as a national total,

very great, it will never be uniformly dis-

tributed. Black and unskilled workers,

often the same, lose their jobs first ." Gal-

braith’s alternative was "to combine fis-

cal policy with control over prices and

wages." This prescription was followed

in the early 1960s by Kennedy and
his successor Lyndon B. Johnson, who
sought to impose wage "guidelines” on
the major labor unions, a policy finally

broken by a strike of airline machinists

in 1966.

Even more importantly, Galbraith was
the first prominent liberal intellectual to

maintain that the interests of unionized
workers in the strategic core of the econ-

omy were counterposed to those of the

black poor This position would be devel-

oped in a more leftist form during the

1960s by young radicals who embraced
the then-fashionable doctrines of Maoism
and Guevarism. In the New Left view,

white workers were seen as “junior part-

ners" of American imperialism, benefit-

ing from the exploitation and degradation
ot the impoverished toilers of Asia. Africa
and Latin America as well as of the black

ghetto poor at home. In this way the rad-

ical left helped produce a political vac-
uum which allowed racist demagogues
like George Wallace to appeal to while
workers who fell neither affluent nor eco-
nomically secure.

[TO BE CONTINUED!
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Subject Index...
(continued from page 16)

CHICAGO—And see Fascism: Chicago Anti-
Klan Three; Police. See also Civil Liberties:

Cases; Partisan Defense Committee: Class-
Struggle Defense Notes.

Racist Atrocity in Bridgeport: Mobilize
Integrated Union Power Against Lynch Mob
Terror! (LBSL leaflet), #665, 4 Apr. (12, 11)

Chicago Cops Dust Off Red Squad, #669,
30 May (12, 10, 11)

Chicago Anti-Klan Three—See Fascism: Chicago
Anti-Klan Three.

CHINA—And see also Asia; Quote of the
Week.

Deng's Death and the Crisis of Stalinism: What
Next for China?, #663, 7 Mar. (1 ,

1 0, 1 1
)

Beijing Stalinists Embrace Hong Kong
Financiers— British Colonialist Rulers Leave,
Finally, #671, 11 July (1,6, 7)

China on the Brink, #675, 3 Oct. (1, 8, 9)

City University of New York (CUNY)—See
Campus Repression.

CIVIL LIBERTIES
• General—And see Black Question; Campus
Repression; Philadelphia; Police; Woman
Question. See also Affirmative Action; Cuba.

Texas Prison Gauntlet of Terror, #673,
5 Sept. (3)

Brutal Cop Attack on American Indian Protest,

#680, 12 Dec. (3)

• Cases—And see Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign; Fascism; Partisan Defense
Committee: Class-Struggle Defense Notes.
See also Britain.

Protesters Arrested at Democratic National

Convention Face Prison, #662, 21 Feb. (3)

Arrested for Defending Abortion Rights: Defend
Jeff Lyons!, #668, 16 May (8)

Down With Feds' Vendetta Against L.A. Eight!,

#670, 13 June (3, 5)

• ji Jaga (Pratt), Geronimo—And see Abu-
Jamal: Message from Death Row; Partisan

Defense Committee: Class-Struggle Defense
Notes.

FBI/LAPD Fink Julius Butler Exposed on Stand,

#659, 10 Jan. (12, 11)

L.A. Rally: “Free Geronimo Now!”, #659,
10 Jan. (11)

Prison Officials Place Former Black Panther in

Deadly Danger—Court Hearing Airs Dramatic
Proof of Frame-Up, #662, 21 Feb. (16, 13)

Geronimo Out After 27 Years in Prison Hell,

#670, 13 June (1,8, 9)

Civil Rights

—

See Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign; Black Question; Chicago; Civil

Liberties: ji Jaga (Pratt); Immigration; New
York City; Police. See also U.S.: General.

Civil Rights Movement—See Black Question.

Cleveland, Ohio—See Fascism: General.

Cliffites—See Britain; International Socialist

Organization; Poland; Teamsters. See also

Labor.

Colonialism—See China; France. See also

Economics; Italy.

Columbia University—See Campus Workers.

Communist Party USA (CPUSA)—See Fascism:
General; U.S.: General.

Congo—See Workers Power; Zaire.

CUBA—And see Peru; Socialist Workers Party.

Rescind the Cuba Travel Ban! (SYC letter)

(YSp), #672, 8 Aug. (2)

Eyewitness Report from Havana Youth Festival

(YSp), #674, 19 Sept. (5, 8, 9)

Cyprus—See National Question.

Day Care

—

See Woman Question.

Death Penalty—See Abu-Jamal; Black Question;
Partisan Defense Committee: Class-Struggle
Defense Notes. See also Philadelphia.

Defense Cases—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Detroit Newspaper Strike—See Labor.

Drug Witchhunt—See Mexico; United States.

Duke, David—See Fascism: General.

Ebonics—See Black Question.

ECONOMICS—And see Asia; Quote of the

Week; U.S.: General.

How David North Embraces Karl Kautsky: The
“Global Economy" and Labor Reformism (S)

Part 1, #660, 24 Jan. (6, 7. 11)

Part 2, #661, 7 Feb. (4, 5, 10)

Part 3. #662, 21 Feb. (4, 5, 14)

Part 4, #664, 21 Mar. (4, 5, 9, 10)

On the “Global Economy" (L), #671, 11 July

(2, 3)

Black Monday II on Wall Street: “Death of

Communism" Myth Goes Splat, #677,
31 Oct. (1,5)

Education

—

See Affirmative Action; Black
Question; Campus Repression.

Elections—See New York City. See also Britain;

Canada; France; Indonesia.

Engels, Friedrich—See History of the Marxist
Movement; Religion. See also Quote of the
Week.

Enlightenment—See History of the Marxist
Movement. See also Quote of the Week.

Farm Workers—See Labor.

FASCISM
• General—And see U.S.: General. See also

Australia; Germany; Ireland.

Ominous KKK Rally in Pittsburgh, #666,
18 Apr. (5)

Thomas Robb: Two-Bit Fuhrer of Racist

Provocation, #667, 2 May (10, 11)

Drop the Charges Against the Cleveland Anti-

Duke Four!, #669, 30 May (11)

CP Joins Witchhunt Against Arrested Anti-

Fascists: Defend the Cleveland Anti-Duke
Four!, #670, 13 June (2)

Defend Anti-Duke Protesters! (PDC letter),

#677, 31 Oct. (2)

• Chicago Anti-Klan Three—And see Black
Question; Partisan Defense Committee:
Class-Struggle Defense Notes. See also

Chicago; Police.

Illinois Cop Frame-Up Machine Revealed,

#659, 10 Jan. (12, 10)

City Overruled in Chicago Anti-Klan Three
Case, #660, 24 Jan. (2)

Support the Anti-Klan Three!, #661, 7 Feb. (2)

Chicago SYC Speakout (YSp), #662, 21 Feb.

(16, 15)

Defend the Chicago Anti-Klan Three!, #663,
7 Mar. (12, 11)

Defend the Chicago Anti-Klan Three!, #664,
21 Mar. (10)

Defend the Anti-Klan Three!, #665, 4 Apr. (11)

Drop All Charges Against the Anti-Klan Three!,

#666, 18 Apr. (12, 11)

Anti-Klan Three Sue City of Chicago, Cops,
#666, 18 Apr. (11)

Drop All Charges Against the Anti-Klan Three!,

#667, 2 May (11)

Chicago Jury Repudiates Cop Frame-Up.
#668, 16 May (12, 8)

Chicago Rally Protests Frame-Up of Anti-Klan

Three, #668, 16 May (6, 7, 8)

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)—See Civil

Liberties: ji Jaga (Pratt).

Flynt, Larry—See Woman Question.

FRANCE—And see Algeria; West Europe. See
also Zaire.

Against "Tricolor" Fake Left, French Trotskyists

Say: Our Flag Is Red! (YSp), #666,
1 8 Apr. (2)

Down With Colonial Repression in French
Guiana!, #668, 16 May (11 )

Austerity Elections in France, #669, 30 May
(1.8, 9)

Workers Confront "Socialist" Government
Strikebreakers, #678, 14 Nov. (12, 11

)

Papon, Vichy and Algeria: French Stalinists

Betrayed Independence Struggle, #680,
12 Dec. (10, 11)

French Guiana—See France.

GERMANY—And see Turkey; West Europe.
See also Internationalist Group.

Berlin: Militant Protest Spikes Nazi Rally, #662,
21 Feb. (1, 12, 13)

Cops Mobilize to Protect Nazi March in Munich,
Leftist Shot in Berlin, #663, 7 Mar. (12, 9)

Social Democrats Torpedo Miners Strike, #665,
4 Apr. (3, 4, 9)

Guerrillaism—See Peru.

Hart, Jamal—See Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign; Partisan Defense Committee:
Class-Struggle Defense Notes.

Hispamcs—See Affirmative Action; Armed
Forces; Immigration; Labor; Teamsters.

HISTORY OF THE MARXIST MOVEMENT—
And see Quote of the Week.

150 Years of the Communist Manifesto (YSp),

#672, 8 Aug. (8, 9, 10, 11, 12)

Lenin and the Vanguard Party, #673,
5 Sept. (12)

Enlightenment Rationalism and the Origins of

Marxism (YSp)(S)

Part 1, #673, 5 Sept. (8, 9, 10. 11)

Part 2, #674, 19 Sept. (6, 7, 9)*

Part 2 (C), #679, 28 Nov. (8)

Part 3, #675, 3 Oct. (4, 5)

Hong Kong—See China.

IMMIGRATION—And see Civil Liberties:

Cases. See also Armed Forces; Australia;

Britain; Germany; Police; West Europe.

Racist INS Roundup at San Leandro Factory,

#660, 24 Jan. (4)

Imperialism—See China; Economics; France;
Italy; Quote of the Week; U.S.: International

Relations; Zaire.

INDONESIA—And see Asia.

Leftists Imprisoned on Eve of Sham Elections:

For Workers Revolution Against Suharto
Dictatorship!, #668, 1 6 May (1 ,

10, 11)

Free Dita Sari and All Victims of Suharto’s
Repression, #669, 30 May (2)

International Brotherhood of Teamsters (IBT)

—

See Teamsters.

International Committee of the Fourth
International (1C)—See Economics.

International Communist League (ICL)—See
Australia; Britain; France; Germany;
Internationalist Group; Iran; Peru; South
Africa; Spartacist League/U.S.; West Europe.
See also Phillips, Martha; South Korea.

INTERNATIONALIST GROUP (IG)—And see
also Brazil; Mexico; Partido Bolchevique por
la Cuarta Internacional.

Potemkin Village Idiocy, #663, 7 Mar.

(4, 5, 6, 7)

IG's Brazil Fraud Exposed, #669, 30 May
(6, 7. 9)

IG's Brazil Cover-Up: Dirty Hands, Cynical Lies,

#671, 11 July (12, 13)

IG Lawyers for Brazil Betrayal: Caught in a Web
of Lies, #672, 8 Aug. (14)

IG. LQB—Forever “Fraternal," Never to Wed?
Consummation or “Brides of Christ", #678,
1 4 Nov. (9)

INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST
ORGANIZATION (ISO)—And see Britain;

Poland; Teamsters. See also Labor; Students.

ISO: Looking for a Few Good Cops (YSp).

#664, 21 Mar. (8)

Interpenetrated Peoples—See National
Question.

IRAN—And see U.S.: International Relations.

Exchange on Workers Communist Party of Iran:

Permanent Revolution vs. "Stagism", #663,
7 Mar. (3, 8)

International Rallies Demand: Support Iranian

Oil Workers’ Struggle!, #663, 7 Mar. (8)

IRAQ—And see Turkey; U.S.: International

Relations.

Protest Saddam Hussein's Execution of Iraqi

Leftists!, #670, 13 June (6)

IRELAND
Anti-Abortion Thugs Repulsed: For United-Front

Defense Against Fascist Terror!, #676,
17 Oct. (9)

Israel—See Near East.
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ITALY—And see Quote of the Week; West
Europe.

Rifondazione Comunista in Turmoil—Proposta:
Left Tail of Italian Popular Front, #659,
10 Jan. (6, 7, 8, 9, 10)

Imperialist Troops Out of Albania!, #666,
18 Apr. (1,8, 9)

Italian Army Atrocities in Somalia Exposed,
#672, 8 Aug. (4)

Anti-Worker Popular Front in Turmoil, #676,
17 Oct. (12, 10, 11)

Jamal—See Abu-Jamal.

Japan—See Asia; Economics; U.S.:

International Relations.

Jewish Question—See U.S.: General.

ji Jaga (Pratt), Geronimo—See Civil Liberties:

ji Jaga (Pratt).

Kautsky, Karl—See Economics. See also Quote
of the Week.

Ku Klux Klan—See Fascism.

Kurdish Question—See Iran; Turkey.

LABOR—And see Teamsters; U.S.: General.

See also Quote of the Week; specific

occupations.

Trotskyists at UCLA Labor Seminar (YSp),

#668, 16 May (5)

"New" AFL-CIO Tops Killed Detroit Press

Strike

—

Watsonville: For Class Struggle to

Organize Farm Workers, #670, 13 June
(16. 14, 15)

Labor Black Leagues—See Chicago; Partisan

Defense Committee: Class-Struggle Defense
Notes.

Language—See Black Question.

Latin America—See France; Partido
Bolchevique por la Cuarta Internacional;

U.S.: International Relations; specific

countries.

Latinos—See Affirmative Action; Armed Forces;
Immigration; Labor; Teamsters.

League for a Revolutionary Communist
International (LRCI)—See Workers Power.

LEAGUE FOR THE REVOLUTIONARY
PARTY (LRP)

LRP's South Africa Lash-Up, #667, 2 May (4, 5)

Left Organizations—See Britain; Canada;
Economics; France; Iran; Italy; Mexico;
Poland; South Africa; Teamsters; specific

organizations.

Lenin, V I.—See Economics; History of the
Marxist Movement. See also Quote of the
Week.

Liga Bolchevique Internacional (LBI)—See Brazil;

Partido Bolchevique por la Cuarta
Internacional. See also Internationalist

Group.

Liga Quarta-lnternacionalista do Brazil (LQB)—
See Brazil; Internationalist Group. See also

Partido Bolchevique por la Cuarta
Internacional.

Longshoremen—See Britain; U.S.: International
Relations.

Los Angeles—See U.S.: General. See also

ji Jaga (Pratt).

Lowe, Jerry Dale—See Partisan Defense
Committee: Class-Struggle Defense Notes.

Maastricht Treaty—See West Europe.

Marx, Karl—See Economics; History of the
Marxist Movement. See also Quote of the
Week; U.S.: General.

Marxism—See Economics; History of the
Marxist Movement; Quote of the Week;
Religion.

MEXICO—And see Economics; U.S.:

International Relations.

Military Reign of Terror in Southern Mexico,
#670, 13 June (1,9)

"Left" Builds Illusions in Bourgeois-Nationalist
PRD, #672, 8 Aug. (1, 5. 6, 7)

Michalak. Karl—See Obituaries.

Miners—See Partisan Defense Committee:
Class-Struggle Defense Notes. See also

Germany.

MOVE Massacre—See Black Question.

Mumia Abu-Jamal—See Abu-Jamal.

NAACP (National Association for the

Advancement of Colored People)—See Black
Question; Teamsters.

NATIONAL QUESTION—And see Canada;
Near East; South Africa. See also Partido

Bolchevique por la Cuarta Internacional;

Partisan Defense Committee: Class-Struggle

Defense Notes.

On Interpenetrated Peoples (L), #680, 12 Dec. (12)

Native Americans—See Civil Liberties: General.

NEAR EAST—And see National Question;

Turkey. See also Students; U.S.: International

Relations.

Israel Out of All Occupied Territories!, #674,
19 Sept. (1,4)

Zionism, Islamic Fundamentalism and the Arab
Bourgeois Regimes (L), #680, 12 Dec. (2, 12)

NEW YORK CITY—And see Police. See also

Campus Repression.

NYC “Workfare" Murder. #672, 8 Aug. (16. 14)

NYC Elections and Racist Cop Terror, #675,
3 Oct. (12, 9)

Nicaragua—See Peru.

Norden Group—See Internationalist Group.

North Korea—See South Korea.

Northern Ireland—See Britain; National
Question.

Oakland—See Black Question.

OBITUARIES
Cesar Armendariz, 1951-1996, #659,

10 Jan. (3)

Memorial Meeting Honors Our Comrade Cesar
Armendariz, #662, 21 Feb. (8, 9, 10, 11)

Karl Michalak, 1958-1997, #671, 11 July (3)

Myra Tanner Weiss. 1917-1997, #676, 17 Oct.

(4, 5)

Oil Workers—See Iran.

Palestinians—See Near East.

PARTIDO BOLCHEVIQUE POR LA
CUARTA INTERNACIONAL (PBCI)

Spartacist League Debates Argentine PBCI:
Trotskyism vs. Nationalism in Latin America,

#678, 14 Nov. (4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9)*

Spartacist League Debates (C). #679,
28 Nov. (8)

PARTISAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE (PDC)

• General—See Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign; Civil Liberties; Fascism. See also

Australia; Woman Question.

• Class-Struggle Defense Notes

Court Grants New Evidentiary Hearing for

Mumia Abu-Jamal, #670, 13 June (2)

Chicago Five Win Acquittal!, #670, 13 June (2)

UMWA Militant Files New Appeal: Free Jerry

Dale Lowe Now!, #676, 17 Oct. (2)

Mumia’s Jailers Ban Left Press, #676,
17 Oct. (2)

Chicago Anti-Klan Three Win Wrongful Arrest

Settlement. #677, 31 Oct. (2)

Mumia's Son Convicted in Frame-Up: Free

Jamal Hart!, #677. 31 Oct. (2)

Build PDC Holiday Appeal for Class-War
Prisoners!, #678, 14 Nov. (3)

Protest Repression of Basques by Spanish
Government, #679, 28 Nov. (2)

Illinois Death Row Speedup, #679, 28 Nov (2)

Party Question—See History of the Marxist
Movement.

Permanent Revolution—See Economics;
Indonesia; Iran; Mexico; Peru; South Africa.

See also Algeria; Internationalist Group.

Persian Gulf—See U.S.: International Relations;
specific countries.

PERU
For Workers Revolution to Smash Fujimori

Dictatorship!, #659, 10 Jan. (1,3, 4)

Tupac Amaru Guerrillas: Reformists with Guns,

#661, 7 Feb. (1,6, 7, 8)

ICL Statement. Protest Massacre of Peruvian

Tupac Amaru Leftists, #667, 2 May (1, 3)

ICL Protests Massacre of MRTA Fighters, #667.

2 May (3)

Boston University Protest: “IFujimori Asesinol",

#669, 30 May (3)

PHILADELPHIA—And see Abu-Jamal:
Defense Campaign.

Frame-Up City—D A. Admits Racist Jury

Rigging, #666, 18 Apr. (3, 9)

Philippines—See Asia.

PHILLIPS, MARTHA
Martha Phillips, 10 March 1948—9 February

1992, #661, 7 Feb. (2)

Pilots—See Airline Workers; Teamsters.

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania—See Fascism:
General.

POLAND
Polish Cliffites Whitewash Anti-Semitic

Solidarnosd Priest: The Pope’s Leftists,

#679, 28 Nov. (5)

POLICE—And see Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign; Brazil; Chicago; Civil Liberties:

General, ji Jaga (Pratt); International

Socialist Organization; New York City.

Chicago Cops Shoot Up Cabrmi-Green, #664,
21 Mar. (12, 10)

S.F. Police Commission Whitewashes Killing of

Aaron Williams, #665, 4 Apr. (12. 11)

NYPD Reign of Racist Terror, #666, 18 Apr.

(4, 5)

Northern California Cops Shoot Down Chinese
American, #672. 8 Aug. (15)

Outrage Over Sadistic Attack on Haitian

Immigrant—NYPD: Racist Torturers!, #673,
5 Sept. (16. 15)

Racist Cops: “Guard Dogs of the Capitalist

System", #673, 5 Sept. (15)

Political Revolution—See China; Cuba.

Popular Front—See France; Italy.

Pornography—See Woman Question.

Pratt. Geronimo—See Civil Liberties: ji Jaga
(Pratt).

Press Workers—See Labor.

Prisons—See Abu-Jamal; Civil Liberties:

General, ji Jaga (Pratt). See also Britain.

PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY (PL)

PL in Promise Keeper Land, #678. 14 Nov. (2)

Promise Keepers—See Progressive Labor Party.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
Italy 1920: Class Struggle and Revolutionary

Leadership (Comintern, Dec. 1922), #659,
10 Jan. (2)

Lenin on Imperialism, #660, 24 Jan. (2)

Complete the Unfinished Tasks of the Civil War!
(Frederick Douglass), #661. 7 Feb (2)

The Labor Bureaucracy: Defenders of Racist
Capitalism (James P. Cannon), #662,
21 Feb. (2)

For Women's Liberation Through Socialist
Revolution! (Nadezhda Krupskaya), #663,
7 Mar. (2)

“Ultra-Imperialism" and Pacifist Reformism
(V.l. Lenin), #664, 21 Mar. (2)

Scientific Socialism vs. Religious

Backwardness (V.l. Lenin), #665, 4 Apr. (2)

Lessons of the April 1927 Shanghai Massacre
(Leon Trotsky), #666. 18 Apr. (2)

The Capitalist State: An Instrument of Class
Oppression (Friedrich Engels), #667,
2 May (2)

Only Socialist Revolution Can End Imperialist
Barbarism (Leon Trotsky), #668, 16 May (2)

Gracchus Babeuf, Egalitarian Communist,
#669, 30 May (2)
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For a Socialist United States of Europe! (Leon
Trotsky), #670, 13 June (2)

On Trotsky’s Red Army (Nikolai Bukharin and
Evgeny Preobrazhensky), #671, 11 July (2)

Trotsky on the Communist Manifesto, #672,
8 Aug. (2)

The Trade Unions and the Fight Against Wage
Slavery (Karl Marx), #673, 5 Sept. (2)

Marxism and Historical Progress (V.l. Lenin),

#674, 19 Sept. (2)

British Labourism, Monarchy and Revolution

(Leon Trotsky), #675, 3 Oct. (2)

The Profit System, Barrier to Economic
Productivity (Karl Marx), #676, 17 Oct. (2)

Lessons of the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution

(James P. Cannon), #677, 31 Oct. (2)

The Anarchy of Capitalist Production (Karl Marx
and Friedrich Engels), #678, 14 Nov. (2)

Capitalist Crisis and Socialist Revolution (V.l.

Lenin), #679, 28 Nov. (2)

Red Purges and the U.S. Labor Bureaucracy
(James P Cannon), #680, 12 Dec. (2)

RAIL WORKERS
Smash Union-Busting Against Rail Workers!,

#677, 31 Oct. (12, 11)

Rainbow Coalition—See Affirmative Action.

RELIGION—And see History of the Marxist
Movement; Quote of the Week. See also Abu-
Jamal: Defense Campaign; Poland;
Progressive Labor Party.

Capitalism and Anti-Science, #665, 4 Apr. (9)

Marxism and Religion (YSp), #675, 3 Oct. (6, 7)

Revolutionary Workers League (RWL)—See
Affirmative Action; Fascism: General.

RUSSIA
Strike Wave Provoked by Capitalist Misery,

#661, 7 Feb. (9, 10)

Russian Question—See Britain; Partido

Bolchevique por la Cuarta Internacional.

San Francisco Bay Area—See Affirmative

Action; Black Question; Immigration; Police;

Students; Transit Workers.

San Francisco State University—See Campus
Repression; Students.

Schools—See Affirmative Action; Black
Question; Campus Repression; Campus
Workers; Students.

Science—See Religion.

Sex Witchhunt—See Campus Repression;
Woman Question.

Social Security—See U.S.: General.

Socialist Action (SA)—See Canada. See also

Abu-Jamal: Defense Campaign; Teamsters.

Socialist Equality Party (SEP)—See Economics.

SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (SWP)—And
see Obituaries.

SWP Welcomes Cuban Gusanos (YSp), #679,
28 Nov. (3)

SWP Che Forum and the Gusanos (L), #680,
12 Dec. (2)

Somalia—See Italy.

SOUTH AFRICA—And see League for the
Revolutionary Party.

Neo-Apartheid Regime: Enemy of South African

Masses, #662, 21 Feb. (1.6, 7)

Polemics on the South African Left, #666,
18 Apr. (6, 7)

Eyewitness Report: South Africa and
Permanent Revolution, #671, 11 July

(8,9, 10. 11)

SOUTH KOREA—And see Asia.

General Strike Rocks South Korea, #659,
10 Jan. (1,5)

Defend South Korean Trade Unions!, #660,
24 Jan. (1, 5)

Spain—See Partisan Defense Committee:
Class-Struggle Defense Notes.

SPARTACIST LEAGUE/U.S.—And see

Obituaries; Partido Bolchevique por la

Cuarta Internacional; Workers Vanguard.

See also Affirmative Action; Fascism:
Chicago Anti-Klan Three.

On Agitation and Propaganda, #672,
8 Aug. (13)

Spartacus Youth Clubs—See Cuba; Fascism:
Chicago Anti-Klan Three; Labor; Students.
See also Religion.

Sri Lanka—See National Question.

Stalinism—See China; Cuba. See also

France; Peru.

STEEL WORKERS
Steel Union Tops Beg Bankers, Let Strikers

Hang, #672, 8 Aug. (3, 14)

STUDENTS—And see Campus Repression.
See also Campus Workers.

Anti-Racist Sit-In at UMass Amherst, #664,
21 Mar. (3)

S.F. State University: Bosnia by the Bay (YSp),

#669, 30 May (3, 5)

SYC Builds Campus Support for BART Strike

(YSp), #674, 19 Sept. (5, 9)

Supreme Court—See Woman Question.

Teachers—See Canada.

TEAMSTERS—And see also France.

Mobilize Teamster Power to Smash Racism at

UPS!, #660, 21 Jan. (3)

Feds vs. Hacks in Teamsters Election, #661,
7 Feb. (3, 10)

ISO: Flunkies for Carey and the Capitalist

State—Union Must Fight Racism at UPS!,

#668, 16 May (3, 5)

New Jersey: Defend Farmland Teamster
Strikers!, #670, 13 June (13)

Victory to UPS Teamsters Strike!, #672, 8 Aug.

(16, 15)

Teamsters Face Down UPS Bosses: Unchain
Labor's Power!, 27 Aug. Supplement
(1,2, 3, 4) and #673, 5 Sept. (1, 5, 6, 7)*

Teamsters (C), #679, 28 Nov. (8)

Feds Void Carey Re-Election, Ban UPS Pilots

Strike: Government Hands Off the

Teamsters!, #673, 5 Sept. (4. 15)

The Left and the UPS Strike: Government Steps
Up Anti-Labor Attack, #675, 3 Oct. (12, 11)

Feds Out of the Teamsters!, #679, 28 Nov.

(
1

.
10)

Thailand—See Asia.

TRANSIT WORKERS—And see Students.

Bay Area Transit Strike: Union Tops Scuttle

Fight for Equal Pay for Equal Work, #674,
19 Sept. (12, 11)

Trotsky, Leon—See History of the Marxist
Movement. See also Quote of the Week.

Trotskyism—See Partido Bolchevique por la

Cuarta Internacional; Quote of the Week.

TURKEY
Turkish Regime Invades Iraq, Slaughters Kurds,

#670, 13 June (6, 7)

Union Summer—See Labor.

UNITED STATES
• General—And see Economics; Religion. See
also Abortion; Abu-Jamal: Message from
Death Row; New York City.

Black Democrats Line Up Behind Racist “War
on Drugs": The CIA Crack Scandal, #661,
7 Feb. (12, 11)

Labor Must Fight Racist, Union-Busting
“Workfare”!, #666, 18 Apr. (1, 10, 11)

April 19: Commemorating Warsaw Ghetto,
Waco Massacre—We Will Not Forget!, #667,
2 May (2)

Feds Loot Social Security, #669, 30 May
(1.4,5)

Wall Street and the War Against Labor (S)

Part 1, #676, 17 Oct. (1,6, 7, 8)

Part 2: American Populism in the 19th

Century, #677, 31 Oct. (6, 7, 9)

Part 3: The 1930s New Deal and Labor
Reformism, #679, 28 Nov. (6, 7, 8, 9)

Part 4: Liberal Union-Busting in the

"American Century", #680, 12 Dec.

(6, 7, 12)

• International Relations—And see Economics;
Mexico; Zaire. See also Cuba; Italy; Turkey.

U.S. “Drug War" Means Imperialist Terror,

#664, 21 Mar. (1 , 3)

U.S. War Criminals Shake Down Vietnam,

#665, 4 Apr. (2)

Clarification on the Slogan “U.S. Bases Out of

Japan!"—Imperialist Rivalry in the “New
World Order", #667, 2 May (6, 7)

U.S. Gunboat Diplomacy in Persian Gulf, #677,
31 Oct. (1, 4, 5)

Washington Threatens Embargo of Japanese
Cargo Ships, #677, 31 Oct. (4)

U.S. Out of the Persian Gulf!, #679, 28 Nov.

(1 .
11

)

United Auto Workers (UAW)—See Campus
Workers.

United Mine Workers (UMW)—See Partisan

Defense Committee: Class-Struggle Defense
Notes.

United Steelworkers of America (USWA)—See
Steel Workers.

University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA)—
See Labor; Socialist Workers Party.

University of Massachusetts at Amherst—See
Students.

UPS Strike—See Teamsters.

Vietnam—See U.S.: International Relations.

Waco Massacre—See U.S.: General.

Wall Street—See Economics; U.S.: General.

Weiss, Myra Tanner—See Obituaries.

Welfare—See Abu-Jamal: Message from Death
Row; New York City; U.S.: General.

WEST EUROPE—And see Economics; U.S.:

International Relations; specific countries.

See also Quote of the Week.

ICL Statement for Amsterdam "Euromarch": For

a Workers Europe—For Socialist Revolution!,

#670, 13 June (16. 10, 11, 12, 13)

Wheeling-Pitt Strike—See Steel Workers.

WOMAN QUESTION—And see Abortion;

Armed Forces. See also Campus Repression;

Quote of the Week.

The People vs. Larry Flynt (by Helen Cantor) (R),

#665, 4 Apr. (6. 7)

Massachusetts Day Care Witchhunt: Drop All

Charges Against the Amiraults! (PDC letter),

#668, 16 May (2)

Iraqis in U.S. Jailed. ..for Marrying, #676,
1 7 Oct. (2, 9)

“Sex Offender" Dragnet Spawns Police-State

Measures, #680, 12 Dec. (4, 5)

Workers International to Rebuild the Fourth

International (WIRFI)—See League for the

Revolutionary Party.

Workers League (Socialist Equality Party)—See
Economics.

WORKERS POWER
Centrists Backed Kabila Forces in Congo—
Workers Power: Heart of Dimness, #670,
13 June (4)

WORKERS VANGUARD—And see also

Partisan Defense Committee: Class-Struggle

Defense Notes.

Workers Vanguard Subscription Drive

1997 Quotas, #673, 5 Sept. (7)

Week Two Totals, #674, 19 Sept. (3)

Week Four Totals, #675, 3 Oct. (7)

Final Totals, #676, 17 Oct. (7)

Statement of Ownership, Management, and
Circulation, #676, 17 Oct. (6)

World Politics—See Asia; Economics; U.S.:

International Relations; specific countries.

ZAIRE—And see Workers Power.

Imperialists Out of Central Africa!, #665, 4 Apr.

( 1 .
10)

Zionism—See Near East; Students.
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WORKERS VANGUARD
1997 SUBJECT INDEX Issue No. 659 (10 January) through No. 680 (12 December)

GUIDE TO THE SUBJECT INDEX
• This subject index covers issues of Workers Vanguard
published during 1997, from issue No 659 (10 January)

through the end-of-the-year issue No 680 (12 Decem-
ber) During this time, WV was published biweekly,

except skipping three alternate issues in June, July and
August This index includes a supplement to WV pub-
lished on 27 August immediately following the Team-
sters strike against UPS.

• The fullest listing is by SUBJECT Subject headings are

arranged alphabetically. Entries are listed chronologi-

cally with two exceptions all entries constituting a

series are listed together immediately following the first

entry of the series, corrections immediately follow the

relevant entry An asterisk (*) after the page location of

an entry indicates that a correction follows.

• Entries are listed under subject heads. In some cases,

subject heads are broken down into subcategories

These subcategories are listed immediately after the ini-

tial subject head and preceded by a dot (•) The num-
bers following each entry headline give the issue num-
ber, date and page number(s) for the article. Thus:

NYC Workfare' Murder. #672, 8 Aug. (16, 14)

means the headline of fhe article, issue No. 672 dated 8

August 1997, beginning on page 16 and continuing on
page 14

• No entry is listed twice, refer to cross references for

guidance in locating the subject head for particular arti-

cles Cross references are of two types: those following

the word "see" deal centrally with the subject head;

those following the words "see also" are related articles

Subject heads in cross references are separated by a
semicolon while subcategories of subject heads are

separated by a comma Thus:

Prisons—See Abu-Jamal; Civil Liberties: General, jl

Jaga (Pratt). See also Britain.

means that articles about prisons can be found by
going to the subject head ABU-JAMAL and by going to

the subject head CIVIL LIBERTIES and looking under
the subcategories General and jl Jaga (Pratt). Related

articles on prisons will also be found by going to the

subject head BRITAIN.

• Individuals mentioned in articles are usually not listed

separately unless the article is primarily about the given

person Foreign political organizations are generally
listed under appropriate countries, while U S political

organizations are listed under their organizational

names. This year, articles on Partido Bolchevique por la

Cuarla Internacional (PBCI) and Workers Power are

listed under their organizational names.

•Articles relating to foreign countries are listed under
geographical headings and not necessarily under any
other subject heading Articles which deal centrally with

U S. foreign policy and threats or acts of war involving

the U S will be found under U.S.: International Rela-
tions.

•The periodic columns by death-row political prisoner
Mumia Abu-Jamal are listed under the subject heading
ABU-JAMAL in the subcategory Message from Death
Row; articles on his case and the campaign to free him
are in the subcategory Defense Campaign.

• Abbreviations used in entries are

C: Correction S: Series

L. Letter YSp: Young Spartacus article

R: Review

ABORTION—And see also Civil Liberties:

Cases; Ireland.

Heinous Abortion Clinic Bombing in Atlanta,

#660, 24 Jan. (1, 9)

Defend Abortion Rights! #665, 4 Apr. (1, 8)

Liberals Team Up with Anti-Abortion Bigots,

#669, 30 May (12, 9)

ABU-JAMAL, MUMIA
• Defense Campaign—And see Black
Question; Partisan Defense Committee:
Class-Struggle Defense Notes. See also
Philadelphia.

New Legal Papers Demand Freedom for Mumia
Abu-Jamal, #659, 10 Jan. (2)

Ominous Court Ruling Against Jamal, #662,
21 Feb. (2)

Temple University Cancels Mumia's Radio
Commentaries: Let Mumia Abu-Jamal Be
Heard!, #663, 7 Mar. (2)

Witness Reveals New Link in Jamal Frame-Up,
#664, 21 Mar. (12, 11)

New Legal Papers Show: Racist Jury Rigging in

Jamal Frame-Up, #667, 2 May (2)

Hatchet Job on the Bruderhof: Sinister Smear
Against Jamal Supporters (PDC letter), #667,
2 May (2)

Hearing Airs New Evidence of Cop Frame-Up,
#671, 11 July (16, 14)

Free Mumia Abu-Jamal! Abolish the Racist
Death Penalty!, 27 Aug. Supplement (3)

Court Upholds NPR Censorship of Jamal.
#674, 19 Sept. (2. 11)*

Court Upholds (C), #679, 28 Nov. (8)

State Vendetta Against Mumia Ensnares Son.
#675, 3 Oct. (2)

For Non-Sectarian, Class-Struggle Defense!,
#679, 28 Nov. (12, 9)

• Message from Death Row
Summitry & Cynicism, #670. 13 June (3)

The System vs. Geronimo: Why?, #671,
11 July (15)

Class War Against Youth, #672, 8 Aug (3)

Bureaucracy of Death, #680, 12 Dec. (3)

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION—And see also

Fascism: General.

Rainbow Coalition Censors Anti-Racist

Protesters: Down With Park Service Gag
Rules!, #673, 5 Sept. (2)

California: Protests Against Racist Prop 209
(YSp), #677, 31 Oct. (12, 8. 9)

Afghanistan—See Iran; Partido Bolchevique por
la Cuarta Internacional.

AFL-CIO—See Labor; Quote of the Week;
Teamsters; U.S.: General.

Africa—See Italy; South Africa; Workers Power;
Zaire.

Agricultural and Farm Workers—See Labor.

AIRLINE WORKERS
Clinton Orders American Airlines Pilots Back to

Work, #662, 21 Feb. (7)

Albania—See Italy.

ALGERIA—And see France.

Civil War Bleeds Algeria. #680, 12 Dec. (1 . 8, 9,

10
,
11 )

Allied Pilots Association—See Airline Workers.

Amtrak—See Rail Workers.

Anti-Semitism—See Poland; Students.

Archives of the Marxist Movement—See History
of the Marxist Movement; Quote of the
Week.

Argentina—See Partido Bolchevique por la

Cuarta Internacional.

ARMED FORCES—And see U.S.:

International Relations. See also Italy; Quote
of the Week.

Marines Gun Down Hispanic Youth in Texas,

#671, 11 July (2)

Sex, Race and the Military, #671, 11 July

(4, 5, 7)

Armendariz, Cesar—See Obituaries.

ASIA—And see Australia; China; Indonesia;
South Korea. See also Economics.

Crisis Rocks Southeast Asia, #678, 14 Nov.

( 1 .
10

.
11 )

Asian Americans—See Police.

AUSTRALIA
Australian PDC Protests Arrest of Black

Panther, #672, 8 Aug (2)

Australian Politician Rides Wave of Racist

Reaction, #674, 19 Sept (3, 10)

Babeuf, Gracchus—See Quote of the Week.

BART Strike—See Students; Transit Workers.

Basques—See Partisan Defense Committee:
Class-Struggle Defense Notes.

Black Panther Party—See Abu-Jamal: Defense
Campaign; Australia; Civil Liberties: ji Jaga
(Pratt).

BLACK QUESTION—And see Abu-Jamal;
Affirmative Action; Armed Forces; Chicago;
Civil Liberties; Fascism; Philadelphia; Quote
of the Week; Teamsters. See also League for

the Revolutionary Party; Students; U.S.:

General.

Desperation, Segregation and the "Ebonics”
Controversy, #660, 24 Jan. (12, 8, 9. 10)

Ghosts of Mississippi: How Hollywood
Disappears the Civil Rights Movement (by

Jacob Zorn) (YSp) (R), #664, 21 Mar. (6, 7, 8)

For a Class-Struggle Fight Against Racist

Repression!, #667, 2 May (12, 8, 9)

Remember MOVE Massacre, #668, 16 May (2)

Boston Spartacist Leaflet: All Honor to Black
Civil War Regiment!, #670, 13 June (5)

40 Years After Little Rock: Still Separate, Still

Unequal (YSp), #676, 17 Oct. (3, 11)

Bolshevik Current for the Fourth International

(CBCI)—See Brazil; Partido Bolchevique por
la Cuarta Internacional.

Boston—See Black Question; Peru.

BRAZIL—And see Internationalist Group;
Partido Bolchevique por la Cuarta
Internacional.

The LBI and Police “Strikes", #673, 5 Sept.

(13, 14, 15)

BRITAIN—And see West Europe. See also
China; Quote of the Week.

International Day of Action for Liverpool
Dockers. #659, 10 Jan. (4)

West Coast Ports Shut Down in Solidarity with

Liverpool Dockers, #660, 24 Jan. (12, 10)

Desperate Hunger Strike in Prison Hellhole,

#661, 7 Feb. (12, 11)

Blair's “New Labour" Anti-Worker Government,
#668, 16 May (1.9)

Northern Ireland. Blair's Labour Government
Has Blood on Its Hands, #671, 11 July

(16, 15)

Blair’s Labour Fashions Facelift for British

Monarchy, #675, 3 Oct. (3. 10)

Labour Party Turns the Screw on Working
Class, #677, 31 Oct. (3. 10, 11)

Cliff's SWP: What Kind of "Socialists” Support
Counterrevolution?, #679, 28 Nov. (4, 11)

Bruderhof—See Abu-Jamal: Defense Campaign.

CAMPUS REPRESSION
CUNY: Cops Off Campus! (YSp). #662,

21 Feb. (3)

S.F. State Witchhunts Woman for Self-Defense
(YSp), #665, 4 Apr. (5)

Student Art Censored (YSp), #668, 16 May (4)

CAMPUS WORKERS
Columbia University: Victory to Campus
Workers Strike! (YSp), #677, 31 Oct. (8)

CANADA
The Scab Speaks (L), #664, 21 Mar. (2)

Anglo-Chauvinism Dominates Canadian
Elections. #670, 13 June (7)

Union Tops Pull Plug on Ontario Teachers
Strike, #678. 14 Nov. (12, 9)

Cannon, James P—See Quote of the Week.

Capital Punishment—See Death Penalty.

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)—See U.S.:
General.

Ceylon—See National Question

continued on page 13
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