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Full Citizenship Rights for All Immigrants!

American imperialism’s rulers
seized upon the approach of New
Year’s Day, 2000 to launch a con-
certed assault on the immigrant
population and on the rights of
everyone. Conjuring up a shadowy
international “terrorist” conspiracy,
the State Department for months
warned of threatened attacks on
Americans overseas, on millen-
nium celebrations, on computer
systems. U.S. client states from
Pakistan to Jordan detained and
arrested scores of alleged terror-
ists. From New York City to New
Orleans to Los Angeles, armies
of cops were mobilized on New
Year’s Eve, targeting anyone who
“fit the profile,” particularly immi-
grants and travelers from the Near
East and North Africa.

The terrorism-mongering cam-
paign took off following the De-
cember 14 arrest of Ahmed Res-
sam. An Algerian national living in
Canada, Ressam was seized by
U.S. customs agents as he tried to
enter Port Angeles, Washington by
ferry in a car allegedly packed
with explosives and timing devices.
U.S. officials immediately claimed
that he was linked to the Alge-
rian Armed Islamic Group (GIA).
Washington itself helped arm and
train the GIA forces who joined
the CIA-backed mujahedin cut-
throats fighting against the Soviet Army
and the left-nationalist regime in Afghan-
istan in the 1980s.

The capitalist media tried to churn up
anti-terrorist hysteria with screaming
headlines like “Everywhere at Risk”
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The Térrbr Countdown

A capture on the U.S.-Canadian border heightens E
fears of a millennial attack against Americans !

| bag.” One theory is that Noris—who, law-
ment officials say, is actually an

(New York Post, 20 December 1999) and
“The Terror Countdown” (Time, 27
December 1999). In New York City,
Republican mayor Giuliani, fresh from
joining with Democratic state attorney
general Eliot Spitzer in union-busting
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Manufactured “terrorism” hysteria served as pretext last month for witchhunt against Arab
immigrants and massive cop mobilizations in cities around the country, including New
Orleans (above).

court injunctions and police-state meas-
ures against a threatened transit workers
strike last month, imposed a virtual state
of siege in various areas of the city.
Nearly all of the NYPD’s 40,000 cops
were placed on duty for New Year’s Eve,

Stage Set for Whitewash of NYPD Death Squad

Amadou Diallo—
We Will Not Forget!

Sharpton/Democrats Seek to Defuse Anger Over Cop Terror

The death-squad-style cop execution
of young black African Amadou Diallo
in a hail of 41 bullets in the Bronx nearly
a year ago sparked the most sustained
level of social protest New York City
had seen in years. Hundreds, sometimes
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thousands, demonstrated almost daily to
express their fury against the indignity,
humiliation and raw terror that they are
subjected to every day by the cops. Fear-
ful that this anger could ignite a social
explosion, Al Sharpton and other black
Democrats scrambled to get out in front
of the protests in a desperate bid to con-
fine them to electoral pressure politics,
to push illusions in the “justice” of the
capitalist courts and above all to preserve
the “integrity” of the police. Sharpton
has cynically boasted how the protests

were brought to a halt when the four
NYPD Street Crime Unit killers were
indicted for Diallo’s murder.

Now the December 16 court decision
moving the cops’ trial from the largely
black and Hispanic Bronx to 85-percent-
white Albany in order to ensure the killer
cops go free threatens to uncork the
seething outrage the Democrats worked
so hard to contain. Expressing the con-
summate contempt of the racist ruling
class for the victims of its police thugs,
the court cited “a tidal wave of prejudi-

Down With U.S. Rulers’
“Terrorism” Scare!

complete with high-tech bomb dis-
posal trucks and rooftop surveil-
lance equipment. Trucks going into
Manhattan were checked by bomb-
sniffing dogs. As manholes were
welded shut, trashcans removed
and mailboxes sealed, Midtown
was turned into an armed camp.
Workers going to their jobs had to
show special IDs.

Seizing on the Ressam incident
and the arrest of two people sup-
posedly linked to him who were
trying to cross into Vermont, a
U.S. official ranted, “We are see-
ing terrorists using Canada as a
staging area” (Toronto Globe and
Mail, 21 December 1999). In Mon-
treal, home to more than 15,000
Algerians, cops rounded up doz-
ens of Arab residents. In a coordi-
nated sweep on December 30,
dozens more were hauled off by
U.S. and Canadian police in cities
from Vancouver to New York. One
Brooklyn resident victimized in
this racist dragnet said bitterly,
“This is a police state. Why are
they blaming Muslims?”

Alongside the anti-Arab witch-
hunt, the U.S. and Canadian gov-
Ap  ernments carried out mass arrests
of impoverished immigrants from
Asia and the Caribbean. On New
Year’s Day, the U.S. Coast Guard
seized over 400 Haitians and
Dominicans who were packed into a
freighter that ran aground off the Florida
coast, while dozens of Chinese immi-
grants have since been arrested in Los
Angeles and Vancouver after spending

continued on page 8

cial publicity” and ruled that “this case
cannot be tried in Bronx County or any-
where else in the city of New York, with-
out an atmosphere in which jurors would
be under enormous pressure to reach the
verdict demanded by public opinion.”

In his New York Times (27 December)
column, “A Whitewash in Albany,” Bob
Herbert observed: “The reality is this: An
all-white panel of five judges, one of
whom is a crony of the lawyer for one of
the accused cops, took the case out of the

continued on page 9



Letters

On the Origins of Women’s Oppression

13 December 1999
Dear Comrades,

“For Women’s Liberation Through
Socialist Revolution!” (Workers Van-
guard No. 725, 10 December 1999)
addresses the roots of the oppression of
women in the first division of society into
classes. This insight, fundamental to a
materialist worldview, is anathema to
both the feminists, who claim that the
“battle of the sexes” is eternal, and to
anti-woman bigots, who hail the subordi-
nation of women as blessed by god and
tradition. For us Marxists, in contrast, the
oppression of women is a social institu-
tion that rests on private property, a
human invention as subject to change as
any other.

In a hunter-gatherer society, the divi-
sion of labor between men and women
was based not on female dependency but
on the biological reality of childcare in
a subsistence world. Women’s work had
to allow for pregnancy, breast-feeding
(there was no cow’s milk or porridge sub-
stitute for human milk) and the care of

hold was communal and the division of
labor between the sexes reciprocal; the
economy did not involve the dependency
of the wife and children on the husband.
The labor of both sexes was necessary to
livelihood.

This primitive social equality was
overthrown when inventions such as agri-
culture made possible the social surplus
which provoked the division of society
into classes; a ruling, leisured class could
live off the labor of others. With classes
came the development of the institution
of the monogamous family and patrilin-
eal descent. The biological fact of child-
bearing and child rearing was henceforth
tied to the social oppression of women.
Society split into antagonistic classes and
the ruling, or property-owning, class gov-
erned society through the armed state. As
a means of the consolidation of wealth in
the hands of a tiny minority, the patriar-
chal family decreed monogamy for
women to determine inheritance of prop-
erty. In the most backward class societies,
women are literally bought and sold

infants and small children. But the house- in marriage like cattle—the very word

Honor Lenin, Liebknecht,
Luxemburg!

In upholding the revolutionary traditions
of the early Communist International, the
International Communist League commem-
orates the “Three Ls” this month, marking
the death of Bolshevik leader V.I. Lenin
in January 1924 and the murder of German
Spartakusbund and Communist Party found-
ers Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg in
January 1919. Liebknecht and Luxemburg
were assassinated by military reactionaries
amid the counterrevolutionary terror unleashed by the Social Democratic government
against the Spartakist workers uprising. Two months later, at its First Congress, the
Communist International adopted a resolution authored by Lenin saluting these heroic
leaders of the world proletariat and exposing the sham of bourgeois “democracy.”

TROTSKY LENIN

In Germany, the most developed capitalist country of continental Europe, the very
first months of full republican freedom, established as a result of imperialist Germany’s
defeat, have shown the German workers and the whole world the true class substance
of the bourgeois-democratic republic. The murder of Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Lux-
emburg is an event of epoch-making significance not only because of the tragic death
of these finest people and leaders of the truly proletarian, Communist International, but
also because the class nature of an advanced European state—it can be said without exag-
geration, of an advanced state on a world-wide scale—has been conclusively exposed.
If those arrested, i.e., those placed under state protection, could be assassinated by
officers and capitalists with impunity, and this under a government headed by social-
patriots, then the democratic republic where such a thing was possible is a bourgeois
dictatorship. Those who voice their indignation at the murder of Karl Liebknecht and
Rosa Luxemburg but fail to understand this fact are only demonstrating their stupidity,
or hypocrisy. “Freedom” in the German republic, one of the freest and advanced repub-
lics of the world, is freedom to murder arrested leaders of the proletariat with impunity.
Nor can it be otherwise as long as capitalism remains, for the development of democ-
racy sharpens rather than dampens the class struggle which, by virtue of all the results
and influences of the war and of its consequences, has been brought to boiling point....

In these circumstances, proletarian dictatorship is not only an absolutely legitimate
means of overthrowing the exploiters and suppressing their resistance, but also abso-
lutely necessary to the entire mass of working people, being their only defence against
the bourgeois dictatorship which led to the war and is preparing new wars.

—V.1. Lenin, “Theses and Report on Bourgeois Democracy
and the Dictatorship of the Proletariat” (March 1919)
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“family” comes from the Latin for slave,
“familia.”

However, it is not true that “the new
social surplus happened to originate in
the traditionally male sphere of human
activity,” as the article says. This histor-
ical inaccuracy appeared in some of our
earlier articles on the subject in both
Workers Vanguard and Women and Revo-
lution, for example, “Women and the
Permanent Revolution” (WV No. 17,
March 1973). When “Women and the
Permanent Revolution” was reprinted in
W&R No. 40 (Winter 1991-92), we clari-
fied this in the introduction:

“Our knowledge of the development of
early human society has deepened in the
intervening period. We know far more
about these subjects than could Marx
and Engels when they were first formu-
lating the principles of historical materi-
alism in The Holy Family and The Ger-
man Ideology in the 1840s. It was not
until later into the 19th century that the
study of anthropology and archaeology
developed; in particular Lewis Henry
Morgan’s Ancient Society (1877) had an
enormous impact on Marxist thought.
The exciting discoveries of more recent
decades by no means negate the analysis
given in Frederick Engels’ The Origin of
the Family, Private Property, and the
State, the key Marxist text on the sub-
ject. Instead, they amplify and reinforce
the materialist understanding of the ori-
gins of women’s oppression in the insti-
tution of the family.

“It is now generally agreed—even by
those who agree on little else—that
agriculture was a fairly early discovery

in the development of a more advanced
technology. In the early, biologically
based division of labor between men and
women in the hunter-gatherer societies,
women, as the gatherers, were likely to
have been key to the discovery that one
can cultivate plants, as well as to the
invention of other arts like weaving.”

That the husband, rather than the wife,
became the head of the family prob-
ably has more to do with the demands
of childbearing and childcare than the
“male sphere of activity.” In early class
society production was still very much
household-based; primitive agriculture
revolved around the family farm, for
example. While women were socially
subordinate and dependent on their hus-
bands and fathers, their participation in
production was essential. With the
advent of industrial capitalism, produc-
tion moved to the factory, the household
became totally private and women as
household drudges became powerless
and wholly excluded from social produc-
tion. As members of the proletariat, how-
ever, working women, at the side of their
class brothers, now have the social power
necessary to fight for their emancipation.
The overthrow of the capitalist order
through workers revolution will open the
way for the elimination of all oppression
and exploitation based on the abundance
of a worldwide planned economy. It’s
only this that will enable us to replace
the oppressive institution of the family
with socialized domestic services, free-
ing women to fully participate in social
and political life.

Comradely,
Amy Rath

Spartacist/SYC Forum

1989-90—Revolution vs.
Counterrevolution in Germany

Saturday, January 29, 3 p.m.

322 W. 48th Street, 1st Floor
(Take E or C train to 50th St. stop, between 8th and 9th Avenues)

NEW YORK For more information: (212) 267-1025

Friday, January 21, 7 p.m.
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1661 Napier St. (off Commercial Dr.)
For more information: (604) 687-0353
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The Fight for World Socialist Revolution
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Letters

Mobilizing Labor Against
the Fascists—1939, 1999

18 December 1999
To the editor:

Workers Vanguard No. 724 (26 No-
vember 1999) reprinted a 1939 report
from Socialist Appeal, newspaper of the
then-Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party
(SWP), about an anti-Nazi protest organ-
ized by the SWP that year in New York.
That rally had some striking parallels
with the October 23 anti-Klan action ini-
tiated by the Partisan Defense Committee
and heavily built by the revolutionary
Marxist Spartacist League. In both cases,
the demonstrations succeeded because
they escaped the usual mechanism for
social control.

In 1939, as Democratic Party president
Franklin D. Roosevelt prepared the coun-
try for imperialist war, the SWP was able
to mobilize 50,000 workers, heavily draw-
ing in the Communist Party (CP) ranks,
in a militant show of strength against the
German-American Bund and other Nazi
and anti-Semitic outfits. At the time, the
CP was channeling its considerable influ-
ence in the CIO industrial unions into
Roosevelt’s New Deal coalition in the
name of the “People’s Front” against fas-
cism. In New York, the CP had backed
the election of pro-Roosevelt Republican
mayor Fiorello La Guardia—who pro-
tected the February 1939 Nazi rally as he
brutally deployed his cops against the
thousands of protesting workers. Although
the CP was in a position to have mounted

a powerful action against the Nazis, it
was straitjacketed politically. This left an
opening for the SWP, which in the after-
math of the anti-Nazi demonstration con-
tinued to recruit from the ranks of the CP.

In the case of October 23, with Repub-
lican mayor Giuliani trying to deny the
Klan rally a permit, Al Sharpton and the
rest of the liberal Democratic Party
establishment came out in favor of the
Klan’s “rights.” Sharpton filed a friend of
the court brief in defense of the Klan
rally, while the Democrats—with the ref-
ormist left in tow—called for a demon-
stration for “tolerance,” going so far as to
offer to share a sound permit with the
fascist killers. This left an opening for
the PDC, whose call to “Stop the KKK!”
had galvanized a significant layer of
New York City’s working people and
the oppressed, tapping into widespread,
pent-up anger over the escalation of cop
repression and grinding exploitation.

In its October 14 call for the anti-
Klan mobilization, the PDC noted, “The
Klan is making a big mistake by thinking
they can get away with this racist provo-
cation. There is no way that working peo-
ple in this heavily black, Hispanic and
immigrant city are going to allow these
hooded terrorists to organize here for
lynch mob terror.” Likewise, the massive
turnout in 1939 was fueled by outrage
that American Hitlerites would dare rally
in New York City six years after Hitler

P
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Trotskyists mobilized 50,000 workers against 1939 Madison Square Garden
rally by German-American Bund and other Nazis.

came to power in Germany.

One difference should be noted. In the
1930s, the workers who rallied behind the
SWP’s mass anti-fascist rally were over-
whelmingly Jewish workers whose posi-
tion in society was akin to that of Puerto
Rican and other immigrant populations
today. Jewish workers, who were among
the more class-conscious (in the New
York region the CP membership was
largely Jewish), were keenly aware of the
deadly fascist threat. Today, Jews are con-
centrated in the upper middle class.

Both the SWP-initiated 1939 anti-Nazi
rally and the PDC’s October 23 labor/

Letter to New York Times

black mobilization against the KKK gave
a real taste of the social power of the
working class when it is mobilized inde-
pendently of all the parties and agencies
of capitalist class rule. What was seen in
action at these demonstrations was the
nucleus of the kind of workers party that
is needed to genuinely realize the inter-
ests of the working class and oppressed
through the overthrow of capitalist class
rule and the establishment of proletarian
class rule, laying the basis for an egali-
tarian socialist society.

Comradely,

Helene Brosius

Rehabilitating McCarthy, Eliminating Trotsky

The following letter to the New York
Times Magazine, not printed as of this
point, is in response to a Times (28
November 1999) piece on efforts to
vindicate 1950s anti-Communist witch-
hunter Joe McCarthy. Trumpeting the
“tradition of liberal anti-Communism,”’
the Times article joins the chorus of those
aiming to rehabilitate the McCarthyite
witchhunt by trying to give it the gloss
of refinement and erudition as opposed to
the cruder, more primitive methods of the
Senator from Wisconsin. In fact, the lib-
erals played a leading role in the witch-
hunts: as rabid McCarthyites lumped
them together with Communists, they
sought to exonerate themselves by show-
ing they were the best, most determined
anti-Communists.

True to its purpose, the article sym-
pathetically portrays a current crop of
anti-Communist academics, many of

Pathfinder

James P. Cannon

14 JANUARY 2000

them former “radicals,” who have fur-
thered their fortunes in the service of
the bourgeoisie’s “death of communism”
ideological crusade. These are exempli-
fied by Ronald Radosh, who rose from
obscurity by penning various works
reprosecuting the heroic Julius and Ethel
Rosenberg, framed up and executed
as “A-bomb spies” in 1953 in an anti-
Communist, anti-Semitic witchhunt.
One might ask, if communism truly is
“dead,” then why all the fuss? As we
wrote in “Celebrating McCarthyism—
Elia Kazan: Hollywood Salutes a Rat”
(WV No. 709, 19 March 1999): “By issu-
ing a whole spate of books and articles
‘re-examining’ the Cold War and honor-
ing the witchhunters while vilifying the
victims, the imperialist bourgeoisie and
its ideologues seek to ram home the mes-
sage to a new generation of workers and
youth that any interest in communism is
verboten.” The current “death of commu-
nism” barrage is aimed at imposing the
idea that capitalist society is the only
world possible. But communism isn’t
dead—it is the program that expresses
the class interests of the workers and
oppressed, growing out of their aspira-
tions and struggles for a society of genu-
ine equality and social justice. Trot-
skyism remains the embodiment of those
aspirations, which can only be realized
in the fight for new October Revolutions.

* * *

15 December 1999

The article “The Rehabilitation of Joe
McCarthy” by Jacob Weisberg (28 No-
vember) takes present-day proclamations
of the “death of communism” to rewrite
the history and impact of communism
in the United States. To this purpose,
Weisberg’s retrospective on the Cold War
witchhunt has to eliminate and conceal

Leon Trotsky and the American Trotsky-
ists who opposed Stalinism from the per-
spective of advancing the cause of prole-
tarian revolutionary internationalism.

Outside of the Stalinized American
Communist Party, the only organizations
on the American left that are referred
to are in a half-sentence mention of
“the anti-Stalinist splinter groups of the
1930’s and 40’s, the Lovestoneites and
the Schachtmanites” [sic]. In the 1930s,
Shachtman was still a member of the
Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party led by
Jim Cannon. The Trotskyists’ leadership
of the citywide class battles in Minneap-
olis in 1934 that organized the Teamsters
union doesn’t fit Weisberg’s declarations
of the supposed irrelevance of commu-
nism in the United States. His misspelling
of Shachtman’s name is another small but
telling indication of his ignorance.

More a measure of the absence of
knowledge of the most elementary tenets
of Marxism is Weisberg’s assertion that
“Communism as a way of organizing a
nation-state is finished.” More than 150
years ago, in his draft of the Communist
Manifesto titled The Principles of Com-
munism (October 1847), Friedrich Engels
responded to the question, “Will it be
possible for this revolution to take place
in one country?” by stating: “No. Large
scale industry, already by creating the
world market, has so linked up all the
peoples of the earth, and especially the
civilised peoples, that each people is
dependent on what happens to another....
The communist revolution will therefore
be no national one.”

The material abundance necessary for
the construction of a socialist society
can only be achieved through an interna-
tional planned economy. The ignorant
idea of communism as a means of organ-
izing a nation-state derives not from

Marxism but from the very Stalinists that
Weisberg’s article so reviles. “Social-
ism in one country” was proclaimed by
the consolidating Stalinist bureaucracy in

Donald Press

Max
Shachtman

1924, which recommended that the
workers of the world make peace with
their exploiters on behalf of defending
“socialism” in the Soviet Union. The
Trotskyists fought for the unconditional
military defense of the Soviet Union
against the imperialist ruling classes
through fighting to advance the cause of
proletarian international class struggle.

Len Meyers,
Editor, Workers Vanguard

SYC Class Series

CHICAGO

Saturday, January 15, 3 p.m.
Fundamentals of Marxism—
The Working Class
and the Fight for Socialism
328 S. Jefferson St., Suite 904
(corner of Jefferson and Van Buren
near Clinton stop on Blue Line)

Information and readings: (312) 454-4930 or
spartacist@iname.com




We reprint below, in abridged form, a
December 1999 Australasian Spartacist
supplement, issued by our comrades of
the Spartacist League of Australia.

Under the guise of a “humanitarian”
mission, Australian imperialism now
rules over the desperately poor people of
East Timor in all but name, and they plan
to continue for at least the next three
years. In the largest Australian military

SPARTACIST %

operation since its participation in the
dirty, losing war against the Vietnamese
workers and peasants three decades ago,
Australian troops sweep through the
streets as armoured vehicles rip up the
roads and F-111 warplanes scream over-
head. With brutal racist arrogance, the
Australian neocolonial occupiers enforce
misery and squalor—Ilack of food, medi-
cal care and education—for the suffering
people of East Timor while moving to
disarm the independence fighters of
Falintil.

This is what virtually every ostensibly
socialist organisation in Australia called
for as they lined up behind the racist Aus-
tralian rulers. The International Socialist
Organisation (ISO), Socialist Alternative
(SA), Militant, Workers Power (WP) and
especially the Democratic Socialist Party
(DSP) leapt into hailing, attending, and in
some cases leading the September chau-
vinist demonstrations of “national unity”
which were screaming for “Peacekeepers
in!” The fake left wildly cheered the
racist anti-Indonesia actions [union bans
against Indonesian goods] led by the
Laborite union bureaucrats which were
explicitly designed to hurry Australian
military intervention and were promptly
called off as soon as the army went
in. Hostile to any independent mobilisa-
tion of the proletariat in its own class
interest and to the socialist principle of
“not one man, not one penny for the
imperialist military,” these “socialist”
groups unashamedly subordinated them-
selves to the pro-imperialist Labor Party
and trade-union bureaucracy who aggres-
sively campaigned for troops.

Against these drumbeaters for white
Australian imperialism, the Spartacist
League has from the beginning cam-
paigned in both word and deed against
Australian intervention into East Timor,
demanding that the Australian imperial-
ists, the U.S., the UN and all their lack-

Australasian Spartamst
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Down With Fraud of “Human Rights” Imperialism!

Australian/UN Imperialist
Troops Out of East Timor!

Independence Now for East Timor!

eys and camp followers get out of East
Timor and stay out! The demand for
the immediate withdrawal of imperialist
troops is the precondition for the fight
for East Timorese independence. As pro-
letarian internationalists, opposed above
all to our “own” ruling class, we call for
the Australian workers movement to
black ban [boycott] arms and supplies to
the Australian-led military forces. Inde-
pendence now for East Timor!

The idea that military intervention
by Australian and U.S. imperialism can
bring independence and “freedom” for
the East Timorese is a horrible lie. These
same imperialists backed Indonesia’s
annexation in 1975 and for 30 years
supported and armed the bloody Indo-
nesian regime. These are the imperialists
who devastated tiny Serbia and who
slaughtered millions in their losing effort
to defeat the Vietnamese Revolution.
Whether under the fig leaf of the UN
(a den of imperialist thieves and their vic-
tims) or otherwise, the imperialists are
mass murderers who will stop at nothing
to preserve their system of plunder and
robbery.

As to the Australian rulers’ credentials
as opponents of genocide, one need only
look at the barbarity they have meted out
for the last 200 years to the Aboriginal
peoples who were nearly exterminated,
their lands and even children stolen from
them. During World War II, the Libyan
people knew the Australian troops as the
most brutal racist marauders to march
across that country. What the Australian
capitalists have in mind for East Timor
can be seen in Papua New Guinea [PNG]
and Fiji, neocolonies where the racist
imperialist pigs lord it over the people
who they brutally exploit while robbing
the natural resources of these tiny coun-
tries. Australia out of PNG, Bougain-
ville, Irian Jaya, Fiji! The main enemy
is our “own” ruling class—for workers
revolution!

Revolutionary Marxists understand, as
Bolshevik leader V.I. Lenin explained in
Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capi-
talism, that imperialism is not a “policy”
but the inevitable product of the capi-
talist system. The ruling class doesn’t
“choose” whether or not to be imperi-
alist—the pursuit of profit ultimately
compels the capitalists to wage war
against small, dependent countries and
against their imperialist rivals. The impe-
rialist system of brutal exploitation and
degradation cannot be reformed or pres-
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In leadup to military
occupation of East
Timor, Australian ISO
(far left) called for
imperialist economic
sanctions against
Indonesia in guise of
“union bans” and
DSP/Resistance (left)
openly called for
sending in troops.
Spartacist
League/Australia
forthrightly opposed
chauvinist mobilization.

UN imperialist
“peacekeepers”:
Australian occupation
forces impose reign of
terror in East Timorese
capital of Dili.

sured into serving the interests of the op-
pressed—it must be swept away through
international proletarian revolution.

Despite the best efforts of the Labor-
ite traitors and their left tails, the pro-
imperialist rallies were overwhelmingly
petty-bourgeois and white, and working-
class support to the Australian imperial-
ists’ occupation of East Timor is shallow.
Workers seething under union-busting
attacks, minorities subjected to racist
abuse, Aborigines denied even the most
basic necessities of life, all have good
reason to be distrustful of the Australian
ruling class. So now the fake lefts are des-
perately attempting to disappear their
treacherous cheerleading for Australian
imperialism. The ISO, for example, is
running articles about “Anger at UN arro-
gance” and “Labor and Militarism,” while
WP says, if you look hard enough, “Aus-
tralian and UN troops out now.”

The fake lefts’ current attempts to paint
themselves in “anti-imperialist” colours
is just whitewash. Every one of them
howled with the imperialist wolves,
cheering capitalist counterrevolution in
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.
This historic defeat for the international
proletariat has meant horrific destitu-
tion for the working people, especially
women, unleashed murderous commu-
nalist bloodletting and intensified inter-
imperialist rivalries. While the fake left
rallied behind “democratic” imperialism,
we Trotskyists, revolutionary Marxists,
fought for the unconditional military
defence of the bureaucratically degener-
ated and deformed workers states in the
USSR and East Europe against imperial-
ist attack and internal counterrevolution.
We fought for proletarian political revolu-
tion to oust the conservative, nationalist
Stalinist usurpers who undermined and
ultimately strangled the gains of the Rus-
sian Revolution of 1917, the first and to
date only successful workers revolution
in history.
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Having supported the anti-Soviet Cold
War drive of the imperialists and their
social-democratic front men, the fake-
left traitors in short order were openly
embracing the war aims of the NATO
imperialists in the Balkans. Fuelled by
and in turn fuelling murderous national-
ism, capitalist counterrevolution ripped
apart the deformed workers state of
Yugoslavia, leading to all-sided reaction-
ary “ethnic cleansing.” As the imperialist
powers manoeuvred to extend their influ-
ence, self-proclaimed “socialists” consis-
tently lined up behind whoever “their”
imperialist rulers were backing. In 1999,
most of the “left” took up the imperial-
ists’ war cry over ‘“poor little Kosovo.”
Workers Power, for a grotesque example,
marched in London alongside those call-
ing for NATO bombing of Serbia.

We in the SL along with our com-
rades throughout the International Com-
munist League fought against the NATO
imperialist attack, declaring: Defeat U.S./
Australian imperialism through workers
revolution! Defend Serbia! We gave not
a shred of support to Milosevic & Co., a
gang of capitalist, nationalist murder-
ers. While the left hailed NATO’s pawns
in the Kosovo Liberation Army (UCK),
we said that there was a just cause for
self-determination for Kosovo, but it
had become subordinated to the NATO
imperialists. Today, the imperialists and
the UCK are now reversing the terms
of oppression, beating, torturing and
driving out Serbs and Roma (Gyp-
sies). Against all the bloody nationalist
regimes, we fight for the proletarian
internationalist perspective of a social-
ist federation of the Balkans. We say:

U.S./UN/all imperialists out of the
Balkans!
The Fraud of “Human Rights”

Imperialism
As we stated in our 1 October 1999
leaflet, “East Timor Independence Now!
All Indonesian and All UN Imperialist
Troops Out Now!”:
“The UN intervention has nothing to do
with defending the East Timorese people
and everything to do with defending
the interests of the imperialist powers,
chiefly the U.S. and its Australian jun-
ior partner. The UN mission’s name—
‘Operation Stabilise’—captures its true
intent: to enforce neocolonial stability in
Australia’s ‘backyard’ and prop up the
Indonesian police-state regime in the
face of massive social unrest.”

We say that the real and only allies of the
desperately poor people of East Timor
are the international working class, from
the multi-millioned proletariat of Indone-
sia to the workers of the imperialist
countries in the region, Australia and
Japan.

In Indonesia, the road to overthrow the
blood-drenched regime requires that the
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proletariat struggle to transcend the dom-
inant Javanese chauvinism fostered by the
bourgeoisie, championing the right of
self-determination for all the oppressed
peoples in the archipelago. This means a
struggle against bourgeois forces like
Megawati Sukarnoputri, a vicious chau-
vinist who supported the annexation of
East Timor and to whom much of the
fake left has given backhanded support.
As the new government of Abdurrahman
Wahid, Megawati and Amien Rais dem-
onstrates, all wings of the bourgeoisie in
countries of belated capitalist develop-
ment are so tied to imperialism and fear-
ful of the proletariat that they are inca-
pable of fulfilling the tasks historically
associated with the bourgeois-democratic
revolution. Achieving these tasks and put-
ting an end to the brutal exploitation of
the masses requires the proletarian sei-
zure of power—the Trotskyist program of
permanent revolution. To this end, the
working class must forge a revolutionary
leadership—a Leninist-Trotskyist party.
If it is not to be strangled by economic
and social backwardness and imperialist
intervention, the struggle for proletarian
revolution in Indonesia must be linked to
the fight for workers rule in the advanced
capitalist countries, not least Australia,
Japan and the U.S.

The imperialist occupation of East Ti-
mor is also a dagger aimed at the bureau-
cratically deformed workers state in
China, where the Stalinist bureaucracy is
driving headlong toward capitalist resto-
ration. Their seeking to join the World
Trade Organisation is their latest move
in a series of attacks which threaten
the gains of the 1949 overthrow of capi-
talist barbarism. For the imperialists,
the “magic of the market” means driv-
ing fully one-third of all workers in
China’s state industries out into the
streets. We stand for the unconditional
military defence of China—as well as of
North Korea, Vietnam and Cuba—against
imperialist attack and internal counterrev-
olution. We fight to mobilise the proletar-
iat of China and the other deformed
workers states to prevent capitalist coun-
terrevolution through a political revolu-
tion which ousts the nationalist Stalinist
bureaucracies.

The Australian-led occupation of East
Timor underscores that Southeast Asia
is a hotbed of interimperialist rivalries.
As our comrades in the Spartacist Group
Japan wrote on 20 October 1999, “The
Japanese ruling class is bankrolling
this imperialist military operation while
simultaneously using it as a pretext to fur-
ther expand and strengthen its imperialist
military.” There are 200 Japanese soldiers
now in [the Indonesian city of] Surabaya
and West Timor. Meanwhile, the Austra-
lian imperialists’ armed forces are now
much closer to resource-rich Aceh, where
agitation for independence from Indone-
sia is growing. Reportedly, Indonesian
radar has detected Australian military
aircraft “intrusions” around Aceh—most
likely from the Butterworth airbase in
Malaysia. Aceh sits directly astride the
Straits of Malacca, a strategic waterway
through which most of Japan’s oil passes,
including its major operations in Aceh
itself. While having their own particular
interests in the region, the Australian
jackal imperialists very much act as

Washington’s “deputy sheriff” in Asia.
Anti-Asian racism is the bedrock of
Australian capitalist imperialism. Even
as the Australian rulers posture as
“defenders” of the East Timorese, they
have launched a campaign of racist hys-
teria against refugees from Asia and
Irag—victims of continued bombing
and a starvation blockade by “human
rights” imperialism. Screeching about “a
national emergency,” immigration minis-
ter Philip Ruddock has tried to outdo the
fascistic One Nation party of Pauline
Hanson in targeting nonwhite people. The
government, fully supported by Kim Bea-
zley’s ALP [Australian Labor Party] has
all but abolished the right of asylum
while mandating Australian interception
of foreign ships in international waters!
Recently arrived East Timorese refugees
are being pressured to return—with only
a blanket and a sack of rice. Against this
bipartisan war on immigrants we say:
Down with the racist immigration laws!
No deportations! Immigrant workers, a
bridge to the toilers throughout Asia, are
a vital component of the forces capable of
destroying this racist capitalist system.
The multiracial working class, suffering
under the profit-gouging bosses, has a
special duty to take up the struggle to
defend refugees and to fight for full citi-
zenship rights for all immigrants!
Meanwhile, ALP/Liberal unity extends
to [right-wing prime minister] Howard’s
new tax—an increase in the Medicare
levy for those earning more than $50,000

Sydney Morning Herald

Asian immigrants

imprisoned in Port
Hedland, Western

Australia, 1995.

of the proletariat but the material privi-
leges of an “aristocracy of labour,” bribed
by crumbs from the profits the imperial-
ists reap from exploiting and oppressing
millions of people around the world.
Fully imbibing the “values” of the
capitalist rulers of this white imperialist
enclave in Asia, the ALP has been in the
forefront of racist anti-immigrant, anti-
Asian hysteria, from the founding “prin-
ciple” of “White Australia” to today tar-
geting desperate refugees. Ruling for the
bosses, the federal ALP in power oversaw
a hideous escalation of the murder of

AMPO

Aborigines chained and treated as slaves by colonial settlers. White Australia
racism meant genocidal oppression of Aboriginal people.

to fund the imperialist occupation of
East Timor and increase the size of the
armed forces. Raising money for imperi-
alist murder in the name of ‘“health”
is truly Orwellian. But even this is not
enough for Beazley: he wants the
bosses to grant leave for workers to join
the Army Reserve and stand alongside
the gun-toting Australian army thugs in
oppressing the East Timorese! Down
with Howard/Beazley’s war tax!

From its very origins, the ALP has
been even more aggressive than the out-
right bourgeois Liberals in pushing Aus-
tralian imperialist military interventions
in the name of the “national interest.”
Preaching the lie that there is a “partner-
ship” between the working class, forced to
sell its labour power as its sole means of
existence, and the tiny minority of capi-
talist exploiters, the social democrats are
defenders of the capitalist order. Thor-
oughly bourgeois in its program, outlook
and leadership while based on the trade
unions, the ALP is a bourgeois workers
party, representing not the class interests
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Aboriginal people and laid the basis for
the Howard government’s vicious union-
busting and slashing of social services.
Opposing and demobilising any con-
certed fight against the capitalists’ one-
sided class war, the social-democratic
traitors found energy, purpose and drive
in whipping up support for the Australian
imperialist occupation of East Timor. And
right behind them came the pseudo-left.

Little Drummer People
for Imperialism

In the vanguard of the reactionary
chauvinist mobilisations demanding Aus-
tralian imperialist troops “liberate” East
Timor were the Democratic Socialist
Party and its youth group, Resistance. A
hallmark of the DSP and its predecessors
has been to appeal to the racist Austra-
lian imperialists to adopt “a progressive
foreign policy” while welcoming Austra-

lian military adventures under the guise
of providing “humanitarian” assistance
from Somalia to Cambodia to Irian Jaya.
Sneering that opposition to their gro-
tesque support to Australian imperialism
was “‘left-wing’ dogmatism,” the DSP
bragged that they “forced” the imperial-
ists to act, declaring the occupation of
Timor a “victory.”

The International Socialist Organisa-
tion repeatedly joined the “Send in the
Troops” crowds, describing one such
rally as “fantastic,” and endorsed two
“Peacekeepers In” demonstrations in
Melbourne on 8 and 10 September. Now
they want to cover their tracks over East
Timor. So Socialist Worker has had
numerous articles warning against any
“reliance” on the UN, detailing the
bloody nature of UN interventions over
the years, and even a few criticisms of
the ALP’s “gung-ho support for Austra-
lian militarism” (22 October 1999).

It was the union bans against Indonesia
carried out by the pro-imperialist Labor-
ite union bureaucracy which the ISO
cheered most of all, as they marched in
the chauvinist rallies with “trade union
bans now” banners. To this day, the ISO
wants the bans not only reinstated but
increased. The very grotesqueness of the
“union bans” was shown by the fact that
the MUA [Maritime Union of Australia]
banned wheat shipments to Indonesia,
where workers are facing starvation due
to the Asian capitalist economic crisis.

In fact, not only does the ISO refuse to
call for the Australian/UN troops to get
out of East Timor, their actual position
was that there weren’t enough troops!
Under the headline “Troops no answer to
Timor’s agony” (Socialist Worker, 24
September), the ISO laments:

“The 7000 troops of the ‘peace-keeping’
force are not a serious attempt to deal
with the East Timor’s [sic] crisis.
“According to the government’s own
military analysts, it would take 4000 just
to monitor the border between East and
West Timor.”
Just days earlier, a Socialist Workers
Party speaker (the ISO’s British parent
group) at a “Freedom for East Timor”
meeting in London criticised Tony Blair’s
continued on page 10
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Australian troops set fire to peasant village in South Vietham during U.S.-led
counterrevolutionary war against Indochinese workers and peasants in 1960s

and ’70s.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES OF MARXISM

Break with the Democrats!
Build a Workers Party!

The capitulation of the Transport
Workers Union Local 100 bureaucracy
to the court injunctions leveled by Repub-
lican New York City mayor Rudolph
Giuliani and Democratic state attorney
general Eliot Spitzer against the transit
workers on the eve of a potential walkout
last month, criminalizing not only the
right to strike but even advocacy of strike
action, was a stark demonstration of
how the class collaboration of the labor
misleaders is counterposed to a defense
of workers’ interests. As we wrote in a
December 14 leaflet in response to the
bipartisan union-busting assault, “Labor’s
power has been shackled by the union
misleaders who tie the unions to the cap-
italist class enemy, its government and
political parties, particularly the Demo-
crats” (“Defend Labor’s Right to Strike!
Bust the Union-Busters! Break with the
Democrats—For a Workers Party!” re-
printed in WV No. 726, 31 December
1999).

Indeed, the chief political expression of
the labor bureaucracy’s all-sided program
of class collaboration is its support to the
capitalist Democratic Party, going back to
the “New Deal” coalition under President
Franklin D. Roosevelt in the 1930s.
Elected president in 1932, Roosevelt, him-
self a millionaire scion of the moneyed
aristocracy, promised American working
people a “New Deal”—a return to full
employment and a future of permanent
and general prosperity, enacting limited
social welfare measures like the Works
Progress Administration (WPA). To this
day, the AFL-CIO bureaucracy and its left
tails continue to peddle the myth that
Roosevelt’s New Deal marked the heyday
of “progressive” politics in the U.S.

In fact, the aim of the New Deal coali-
tion was to co-opt the new industrial
unions through a series of government
laws and regulatory agencies and, more
broadly, to buy “class peace.” The impact
of the Great Depression, combined with
the victory of fascism in Germany, led to
a leftward radicalization of the American
working class. In 1934, there were three
citywide general strikes—in San Fran-
cisco, Minneapolis and Toledo, Ohio—all
led by “reds,” respectively the Commu-
nist Party (CP), the Trotskyists and A.J.
Muste’s American Workers Party, which
soon thereafter fused with the Trotskyists.

The next few years saw the formation
of the mass industrial unions, again in
many cases under the leadership of self-
described communists and socialists. The
strikes in this period, especially in the
auto industry, were virtual wars involving
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Roosevelt’s
“New Deal” Coalition and
the “People’s Front”

“DEMOCRATIC 8
CAPITALISM

Veterans of Future Wars

SOGIALIST APPEAL

1937 cartoon in
Trotskyist newspaper
exposed “People’s
Front Against
Fascism” as prop

for U.S. imperialism.
At bottom, CP head
Earl Browder crawls
behind pacifists

and liberals.

mass pickets, plant occupations and sec-
ondary labor boycotts of scab goods. The
CIO organizing drives broke down the
racist barriers which characterized the old
AFL craft unions, as hundreds of thou-
sands of black workers took their place as
a powerful new strategic component of
the industrial proletariat.

The burgeoning labor militancy ex-
pressed a broader political groundswell
that could have led for the first time to a
workers party independent of the two
capitalist parties. But this surge toward
independent political action was instead
channeled by the leaders of the new
industrial union movement into Roo-
sevelt’s Democratic Party, not only by old-
line labor bureaucrats like John L. Lewis
and social democrats like Walter Reuther
but also by the Stalinist CP, by far the
strongest force on the American left.

The CP’s support to Roosevelt was part
of an international policy—dubbed “the
people’s front against fascism”—promul-
gated in 1935 by the Stalinized Commu-
nist International. The Soviet bureauc-
racy under Stalin was then seeking an
alliance with the Western “democratic”

WV Photo
October 23 labor/black mobilization that drove KKK out of NYC was a
microcosm of a workers party in action. Democrats colluded with Republican
mayor Giuliani and capitalist courts in failed attempt to give Klan a free ride.

imperialist states (Britain, France and the
U.S.) against Nazi Germany. To this end,
Communist parties were instructed to
support a supposedly “progressive” and
“anti-fascist” section of their own bour-
geoisie. Where Stalinist parties had a
mass base as in France, the popular front
meant a coalition with bourgeois parties
like the Radicals. As was seen most
clearly in the case of the Spanish Civil
War in the late 1930s, the role of the pop-
ular front in power was to suppress prole-
tarian revolution.

We publish below excerpts from the
1937 pamphlet The Peoples’ Front: The
New Betrayal by James Burnham, then
a leading Trotskyist publicist, expos-
ing the Stalinist program of class collab-
oration, particularly as applied in the
United States. Since the American CP
was relatively small, its popular-front
policy was manifested through elec-
toral support to the Democrats, begin-
ning with Roosevelt’s 1936 re-election
bid against Republican opponent Alf
Landon. A few years after writing this
pamphlet, Burnham broke with the then-
Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party, join-
ing with Max Shachtman in leading a
petty-bourgeois opposition which repudi-
ated the Marxist position of uncondi-
tional military defense of the Soviet
Union against imperialism and internal
counterrevolution. Burnham soon became
an anti-communist renegade and eventu-
ally an extreme rightist. However, this
1937 pamphlet remains an excellent
polemic, from a revolutionary standpoint,
against reformism and class collaboration
on the American terrain.

Three generations have now passed
since the newly formed industrial unions
came under the political sway of the
Democratic Party. What is the result?
Today, “new” Democrat Bill Clinton and
the Republican-dominated Congress are
moving to dismantle the limited social
reforms of the 1930s made as conces-
sions to labor militancy. Welfare has been
abolished, Social Security is under attack.
The level of unionization has steadily
declined in recent decades. A major rea-

son for this is the AFL-CIO’s servile obe-
dience to harsh anti-labor laws such as
Taft-Hartley, enforced by Republicans
and Democrats alike.

The allegiance of the labor bureauc-
racy, as well as the majority of the work-
ing class and also the oppressed black
and Latino minorities, to the Democratic
Party is the main obstacle to successful
class struggle in the U.S. It is necessary
to break with the Democratic Party and to
forge a workers party, one modelled on
the Bolshevik Party of Lenin and Trotsky,
which led the workers of Russia to power
in the October Revolution of 1917, creat-
ing the first workers state in history. We
strive for new October Revolutions—for
the overthrow of the capitalist system and
its replacement by an egalitarian socialist
society internationally.

“The Peoples’ Front: The New
Betrayal” by James Burnham

It would be a great mistake to imagine
that the Peoples’ Front is a new policy. It
is, it is true, a new slogan; but, in actual
content, it is simply an old policy in a new
disguise, an old strategy dressed up for
the new occasion.

The words of its defenders make
entirely clear what the real content of the
policy of the Peoples’ Front is; and it
is, therefore, not necessary to give elab-
orate external proof. The Peoples’ Front
is merely a re-wording of the theories
and practises of class collaboration and
coalition government, as these have been
advocated by reformists since the begin-
ning of the modern labor movement.
Class collaboration is what the Peoples’
Front specifically proposes: the union of
organizations and parties representing
various classes and sections of classes on
the basis of a common program to defend
bourgeois democracy....

The united front, however, has nothing
at all in common with the Peoples’ Front.

Almeida/NY Times
Al Gore embraced by John Sweeney

as October AFL-CIO convention
endorsed his presidential bid. Class-
collaborationist labor bureaucrats
shackle workers to capitalist Demo-
cratic Party.

The united front consists in an agreement
reached between two or more parties and
organizations, which have different pro-
grams, for joint action on specific issues.
In this agreement there is absolutely no
question of a common political program.
Each organization retains intact its entire
program; retains the right to put it for-
ward; retains the right to criticize the
other organizations in the united front
agreement, either in general, or for fail-
ure to carry out properly the united front
agreement. Thus, in the united front each
organization guards its full independence;
while at the same time the widest pos-
sible unity can be achieved for carry-
ing through some action accepted as
desirable by all of the constituent organi-
zations of the united front....
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Revolutionary socialists do not merely
accept the united front passively. They are
the most active and the only consistent
advocates of the united front; whereas
reformists always resist the united front
and must be forced into it—just as the
Stalinists now, in basing their policy on
the reformist Peoples’ Front, resist and
fight against the genuine united front of
action. How could it be otherwise? The
ideas and principles of the revolution-
ary Marxists represent the historical inter-
ests of the proletariat. Consequently, any
joint struggle by specific actions to the
advantage of the proletariat will be wel-
comed by the Marxists; and the broader
the basis, the better. At the same time
the Marxists are anxious to have an ever
broader mass arena for the presentation of
their own ideas and a demonstration of
their own methods, confident that a true
understanding of them will turn the
masses away from the reformists toward
the revolutionists.

The Peoples’ Front, on the other hand,
is not merely, not even primarily,
an agreement for joint action on spe-
cific issues. It first and foremost involves
the acceptance by all members of the
Peoples’ Front of a common program.
This difference is the key to the gulf
which separates the Peoples’ Front from
the united front.

What program? We have already seen
the answer. The program of the Peoples’
Front is a program for the defense of
bourgeois democracy: that is, for the
defense of one form of capitalism.

Whose program is this? It is obviously
not the program of the proletariat. The
program of the proletariat, accepted by
revolutionists since the publication of the
Communist Manifesto, can be summed up
in two slogans: for workers’ power and

for socialism. Naturally the immediate
tactic of the proletariat is not on all occa-
sions the struggle for state power: that is
possible only in a revolutionary crisis.
But at all times and on all occasions the
fundamental program remains the same
—for the overthrow of capitalism, for
workers’ power and for socialism. This
program expresses the basic class conflict
in modern society; records the Marxist
understanding that the problems of soci-
ety can be solved only by socialism, and
that socialism can be achieved only
through the conquest of power by the pro-
letariat. The duty of the revolutionary
party, the conscious vanguard of the pro-
letariat, is to keep this full and fundamen-
tal program always to the fore and always
uncompromised. In its program, the rev-
olutionary party thus sums up the inde-
pendence of the proletariat as a class, and
asserts its independent historical destiny.

For the proletariat, through its parties,
to give up its own independent pro-
gram means to give up its independent
functioning as a class. And this is pre-
cisely the meaning of the Peoples’ Front.
In the Peoples’ Front the proletariat
renounces its class independence, gives
up its class aims—the only aims, as
Marxism teaches, which can serve its
interests. By accepting the program of
the Peoples’ Front, it thereby accepts the
aims of another section of society; it
accepts the aim of the defense of capital-
ism when all history demonstrates that
the interests of the proletariat can be
served only by the overthrow of capital-
ism. It subordinates itself to a middle-
class version of how best and most com-
fortably to preserve the capitalist order.
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The Peoples’ Front is thus thoroughly
and irrevocably non-proletarian, anti-
proletarian....

Marxism always approaches every
social, political, and historical question
from the point of view of the class strug-
gle. The basic conflict in modern soci-
ety—capitalist society—is, according
to Marxism, the conflict and struggle
between the bourgeoisie and the proletar-
iat. This conflict must continue, and pro-
gressively deepen, until capitalism, on a
world scale, is overthrown, and the bour-
geoisie defeated, and liquidated as a
class. Only the two basic classes of mod-
ern society—the bourgeoisie and the pro-
letariat—are capable of independent his-
torical action, and thus of formulating
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MINNEAPOLIS SHOWS THE WAY

Learn From Minneapolis!

Militant Mass Picket Line Routs Scabs,(ops,
Special Deputies and Thugs and Stops
il Commcr;i;l Transport

Building Trades in Sympathy,Stike; Womens Ausilisry Active in Fight;
General Strike Sentement Growing; Workers' Spirit Soars

“Battle of Deputies Run,” May 1934.
Trotskyists led victorious
Minneapolis strikes which laid
basis for explosive growth of the
Teamsters and helped inspire the
militant struggles which formed CIO
industrial unions.

olutionary crisis, as is France, nor is it
in the midst of a Civil War, as is Spain.
Though the historical issue for the United
States, as is the case for every nation at
the present time, is socialism vs. capital-
ism, though only the workers’ revolution
and socialism can solve even a single
one of the major problems facing United
States economy; nevertheless the issue is
not yet posed in terms of the immediate
struggle for state power. The American
proletariat is still faced primarily with
the more elementary immediate demands:
the struggle for the right to organize, for
industrial unionism, for the exercise of
democratic rights generally, for a power-
ful trade union and unemployed move-
ment, for relief and union conditions, for
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independent social and political pro-
grams. Reduced to simplest terms, the
program of the bourgeoisie is the defense
of the capitalist order; the program of the
proletariat, its overthrow. The intermedi-
ary classes, however they may try to
escape it, always in actuality support one
side or another in the basic conflict.

In the light of these elementary first
principles of Marxism, the Comintern
division of the world into “war makers”
and “peace lovers,” its statement that the
two great hostile camps are “democracy”
and “fascism,” its contention that the
issue is “between democracy and fas-
cism,” are seen to have nothing in com-
mon with Marxism. Its propagation of
a program for the defense of capitalist
democracy represents merely the exten-
sion of one type of bourgeois ideology
into the ranks of the working class....

Bourgeois democracy, Marxism teach-
es further, is a form of capitalism, one
of the political forms through which the
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie over the
proletariat is exercised. It is, in a sense,
the “normal” form of bourgeois dictator-
ship during the progressive phase of cap-
italism. But Marxism is as unalterably
opposed to bourgeois democracy as to any
other form of capitalist rule; it is opposed
because it is opposed in general to capi-
talism and to bourgeois rule, and aims at
the overthrow of capitalism and the defeat
of the bourgeoisie....

The Peoples’ Front has not, of course,
advanced as far in the United States as
in France or Spain. In the formal sense,
there is not yet in the United States an
established “Peoples’ Front.” The United
States is not faced with a developing rev-
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a conscious mass revolutionary party of
struggle.

But just as the issue of state power can
be settled in favor of the proletariat only
by the independent revolutionary class
struggle of the workers, and is lost for
the proletariat through the reformist strat-
egy of the Peoples’ Front; in the same
way, at the more elementary stages, the
interests of the proletariat can be served
only by the appropriate methods of class
struggle, and are fatally undermined by
the class collaborationist methods of the
Peoples’ Front. The Peoples’ Front in this
country, seeping into the labor movement
under the sponsorship of the Communist
Party, has made considerable headway;
and already its disastrous effects are

becoming apparent in a dozen fields.

Up to the present, the best known and
most conspicuous result of the Peoples’
Front strategy emerged during the 1936
election campaign. From the point of
view both of the social composition of his
support and likewise of the political con-
tent of his program, Roosevelt was in
effect a Peoples’ Front candidate. No one
could doubt that he was a staunch and
outstanding defender of capitalist democ-
racy, nor that the bulk of the proletariat,
the farmers, and the lower strata of the
rest of the middle classes, were solidly
behind him. Thus the upholders of the
Peoples’ Front ideology found them-
selves, willingly or unwillingly, driven
into the Roosevelt camp: either openly,
as was the case with many, or, like the
Communist Party itself, through a back-
handed and ambiguous formula.

The Communist Party was compelled
to define the issue of the campaign
as ‘“Progress vs. Reaction,” “Democ-
racy vs. Fascism.” It had to discover the
forces of fascism in the “Landon-Hearst-
Liberty League” combination. It was then
required to raise as the central slogan,
“Defeat Landon at all costs!” And the
only realistic interpretation of this slo-
gan—the interpretation which the major-
ity of even its own sympathizers made—
was to vote for Roosevelt. Browder
admits quite openly that this was the cen-
tral direction of the Stalinist campaign.
In his post-election analysis of the elec-
tions, delivered to the Central Committee
of the party, he boasts as follows: “The
first objective was the defeat of Landon.
This was accomplished to a degree far
surpassing all expectations...this aim we
shared with the largest number of peo-
ple.... Without exaggerating our role in
bringing about this result, we can safely
say that the weight of each individual
Communist in the struggle was far higher,
many fold, than that of the members
of any other political group in America.”
He apologizes at length for the nominally
independent Communist Party ticket
that was in the field. If only “a national
Farmer-Labor party...” had “decided to

continued on page 11
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“Terrorism”...

(continued from page 1)

weeks aboard cargo ships literally packed
into shipping containers.

The campaign against “terrorism” and
the broader assault on immigrant rights
are part and parcel of the drive by both
the Democratic and Republican parties
to regiment the population and beef up
the repressive powers of the capitalist
state. This drive is a reflection of sharp
shifts in the profile of the American cap-
italist system, whose massive redistribu-
tion of wealth over the past two decades
has impoverished whole layers of the
population and made the filthy rich far
richer. Today the U.S. has the greatest
disparity of income and wealth of any
major industrial country, and correspond-
ingly the largest number of people—
overwhelmingly black and Hispanic—
behind bars anywhere.

Fearing explosions of discontent, the
capitalist rulers bring the iron heel of
repression down ever harder. That is
what’s behind the “war on drugs” which
targets ghetto and barrio youth and the

“war on terrorism” which is particularly
aimed at immigrants. The rulers calculate
that they can get away with going after
the most vulnerable layers of society, who
have little or no social power and often
few formal rights. But the intensifying
repression is ultimately aimed at the
workers movement, as seen not only in
the massive growth of professional strike-
breaking outfits but also in the draconian
measures wielded against NYC transit
workers last month.

Historically, the American ruling class
has exploited racial, national, ethnic and
religious differences to divide the work-
ing class, pitting one section against
another. Today, anti-black racism and
anti-immigrant chauvinism are used to
hold down the most oppressed, impover-
ished and exploited sections of the prole-
tariat. Immigrants, mainly from Latin
America, the Caribbean and East Asia,
make up a large pool of low-wage labor
whose intense exploitation depresses the
living standards of working people as a
whole. Thus it is vitally necessary for the
labor movement to take up the struggle
for immigrant rights. This in turn requires
a fight within the trade unions against
the racist and chauvinist policies of the
AFL-CIO bureaucracy. Moreover, immi-
grant workers are not simply powerless
victims of capitalist exploitation. They
often bring with them a tradition of class-
struggle militancy as well as far fewer
illusions in the “benevolence” of the cap-
italist state. No deportations! Full citizen-
ship rights for all immigrants!

Bipartisan War on Immigrants

Especially following the 1995 Okla-
homa City bombing—when the Feds
carried out a racist dragnet against Arab
Americans before two white, right-wing
“militia” types were finally arrested—the
Clinton White House used the spectre of
“international terrorism” to push through
laws vastly expanding the state’s repres-
sive powers against immigrants and
the rest of the populace. The passage in
1996 of the “Anti-Terrorism and Effec-
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tive Death Penalty Act” and the “Illegal
Immigration Reform and Immigrant Re-
sponsibility Act” in particular have led to
an enormous increase in deportations,
reaching nearly 180,000 last year. In
addition, the bipartisan axing of welfare
deprived hundreds of thousands of im-
poverished immigrants—both “legal” and
“illegal”—of even the most meager social
benefits.

The immigration “reform” act created
the “expedited removal” process by
which asylum-seekers and others enter-
ing the country can be instantly expelled
without any legal recourse. A little-
known provision of that law, brought to
light by the December arrests, mandates
the “tracking of every foreigner entering
the United States” as of next year (Wash-
ington Post, 26 December 1999).

More than 62,000 people, many of
whom had lived in the U.S. since child-
hood, were deported in the year ending
June 1999 for having been convicted
sometime in the past on charges as petty
as shoplifting or turnstile-jumping.
Among the 14,500 who are currently
imprisoned without bail is 37-year-old
Maria Wigent of Rochester, New York,

who, after several shoplifting convictions,
faces deportation to Italy, a country she
left when she was five. Another of the
numerous cases publicized by liberal New
York Times columnist Anthony Lewis is
that of Mary Anne Gehris of Georgia,
who has lived in the U.S. for 33 of her 34
years and is the mother of a child with
cerebral palsy. Gehris faces deportation
to Germany because she pleaded guilty in
1988 to pulling someone’s hair in a spat
over a boyfriend!

The 1996 “anti-terrorism” law, in addi-
tion to vastly expanding the use of the
death penalty, sets up immigrants for
prosecution in special courts on charges
and “evidence” kept secret even from
their lawyers. The new law expands the
provisions of a witchhunting law adopted
during the 1950s Cold War. An example
of how such measures are used is the case
of the Los Angeles Eight—seven Pales-
tinians and a Kenyan woman who have
been threatened with deportation since
1987 simply for their alleged political
sympathies for the nationalist Popular
Front for the Liberation of Palestine.
Under the new law, the L.A. Eight would
have been thrown onto a plane in 1987
without ever even knowing the charges
against them. We demand: No deporta-
tion of the L.A. Eight!

A document leaked during one pro-
ceeding in this case revealed government
plans to herd Arab residents into concen-
tration camps in the event of a “national
emergency.” Under the Reagan adminis-
tration, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, originally charged with
disaster relief, was transformed into an
apparatus to put down urban insurrec-
tion, with the power to set up concentra-
tion camps for those the ruling class
deems “undesirable.”

In addition, as seen in the Operation
“Urban Warrior” exercises carried out by
the Marines last year in Oakland and
other cities, there is growing evidence of
plans to deploy the armed forces for
domestic use. Noting that “this would be
a significant step since the U.S. bourgeoi-

sie has long upheld the formal (and myth-
ical) separation of the military from
domestic repressive duties as a benefit of
bourgeois democracy,” we warned that
the Oakland exercise represented ‘“‘an
ominous display of the state forces to be
mobilized against the working class,
blacks and all of the oppressed in the
event of any perceived challenge to the
rule of racist American capitalism”
(“Marines Invade Oakland,” WV No. 710,
2 April 1999).

Recently, the head of the Senate Y2K
committee asked Deputy Defense Secre-
tary John Hamre if the armed forces
would be ready “in the event of a Y2K-
induced breakdown of community serv-
ices that might call for martial law” (Sol-
dier of Fortune, January 2000). Now the
New York Times (9 January) reports the
creation of a “sensitive new military
operation” to be deployed domestically
in response to a “terrorist” attack.

Unions Must Organize
Immigrant Workers

The fight against anti-immigrant
racism is critical to the defense of the
interests of the entire working class
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In 1994 protest
against California
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Prop. 187, Latino
truckers’ sign reads,
“Long Live the
Immigrant Workers’
Struggle—United
Against Racism and
Discrimination.”
Teamsters tops’
anti-Mexican
protectionism is
poison to class
solidarity and
undermines union
power.

against the capitalist exploiters. The cap-
italists manipulate the flow of immigra-
tion as economic need demands, allow-
ing large-scale immigration when they
require new sources of low-wage work-
ers, who have few rights and are deemed
more disposable in times of economic
contraction. At the same time, the exploit-
ers foster anti-immigrant chauvinism to
pit native-born workers—black as well
as white—against immigrants. In racist
America, where black oppression is the
cornerstone of the capitalist system, such
chauvinist bigotry redounds heavily
against black workers and the ghetto
masses.

With low-paid immigrant workers
from Latin America and elsewhere mak-
ing up a growing sector of the unorgan-
ized workforce, any serious union organ-
izing drive immediately poses the need
to fight against deportations and for
full citizenship rights for all immigrants.
And that means taking on the chauvin-
ist policies of the pro-capitalist labor
bureaucracy, which has often been in the
forefront of promoting anti-immigrant
legislation.

A recent article in the Washington Post
(6 December 1999) reported on a union
organizing drive among miserably ex-
ploited maids in a Minneapolis hotel last
year. After the union won recognition,
the employer, invoking a 1986 law re-
quiring employers to verify the immigra-
tion status of their workforce or face
penalties, called in the Immigration and
Naturalization Service which arrested
half the workers involved. The article
went on to note: “In 1986, the AFL-CIO
pushed Congress to pass the employer
sanctions law on the grounds that undoc-
umented workers steal jobs from Ameri-
can workers and undermine labor stan-
dards. But this summer, a series of local
labor councils passed resolutions calling
for a repeal of employer sanctions and an
amnesty for the nation’s estimated 5 mil-
lion illegal immigrants. In response, at
the AFL-CIO’s annual convention in Los
Angeles in October, federation leaders

for the first time debated the issue.”

While AFL-CIO chief John Sweeney
and others now occasionally talk about
defending the rights of immigrant work-
ers, the union tops’ support for the 1986
law was no aberration but rather an
expression of the labor bureaucracy’s pro-
gram of class collaboration. The labor
bureaucracy is the top layer of the unions
which long ago separated itself from its
working-class base, and which sees the
world through the same lens as the capi-
talists and their government. This layer is
beholden to the capitalist system because
it derives its privileged position from the
superprofits reaped by the U.S. imperial-
ists through their exploitation of workers
around the globe. The purpose of these
top union officials is to ensure the subor-
dination of the workers to the “national
interests” of the enemy class. This collab-
oration with the capitalist rulers is cod-
ified in the labor bureaucrats’ fealty to the
Democratic Party.

Exemplifying the AFL-CIO tops’ alle-
giance to corporate America are their
ongoing appeals for protectionist meas-
ures which pit workers in the U.S.
against their class brothers and sisters in
other countries. The flag-waving protec-
tionism expressed in calls for import
quotas and chauvinist tirades against
“foreign workers stealing American
jobs” is aimed at bolstering the interests
of U.S. imperialism against its rivals.
Such poison is directly counterposed to
the need for international class-struggle
solidarity.

Carrying on where his predecessor Ron
Carey left off, James Hoffa Jr.’s most con-
certed effort as Teamsters president has
been to demand that Washington keep
U.S. borders closed to Mexican truckers.
On January 1, Hoffa issued a grotesque
statement hailing Clinton’s ban on “un-
safe” Mexican trucks from U.S. highways
as a “bold step” to “protect American
families.” Last week, to the cheers of the
Hoffa bureaucracy, Clinton extended the
ban on Mexican trucks in a move to curry
support for Al Gore’s candidacy.

The pro-imperialist chauvinism of the
trade-union bureaucracy was on full
display in the Seattle protests against
the World Trade Organization (WTO).
Encompassing everything from the CIA-
sponsored “Free Tibet” crowd to ecology
types and phony “socialists,” these pro-
tests were politically dominated by the
AFL-CIO tops, who mobilized thousands
of union members to promote “America
first” protectionism shot through with
anti-Communism directed against the
Chinese bureaucratically deformed work-
ers state, including dumping Chinese-
made steel into the harbor (see “Seattle:
National Guard, Cops Attack WTO
Protesters—AFL-CIO Tops Push Anti-
Communism, Protectionist Poison,” WV
No. 725, 10 December 1999).

The Spartacist League had nothing to
do with this chauvinist mobilization,
which served to renew the labor tops’
ties to Clinton’s Democratic Party while
fomenting counterrevolutionary agitation
against China. We call for the uncondi-
tional military defense of China against
imperialism and internal counterrevolu-
tion. The working class in China and
internationally must rally to the defense
of the gains, however attenuated, of the
1949 Chinese Revolution which swept
away capitalist exploitation. As Trotsky-
ists, we fight for proletarian political rev-
olution to oust the Stalinist bureaucracy
in Beijing, which pushes entry into the
WTO to further its drive for the restora-
tion of capitalism in China.

We seek to mobilize the American pro-
letariat against its “own” bourgeoisie.
What is needed is a new leadership of the
unions committed to the class independ-
ence of the proletariat from the bosses’
government and from the capitalist Dem-
ocratic and Republican parties. We fight
to forge a workers party which would
combat every manifestation of racist dis-
crimination and chauvinist bigotry in the
course of mobilizing the multiracial pro-
letariat for socialist revolution. Those
who labor must rule! Workers of the
world, unite!m
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(continued from page 1)

Bronx (and out of the hands of a black
judge) and sent it to a place where all
the judges and nearly all of the potential
jurors are white.” The court ruling is a
replay of what happened following the
brutal videotaped beating of black Los
Angeles motorist Rodney King, when
the trial of his cop tormentors got moved
to lily-white Simi Valley. When those
cops were acquitted in 1992, L.A. was
rocked by a huge, multiracial explosion
of anger, and cities across the country
were hit by massive protests.

Serving the interests of the racist rul-
ers, Sharpton and the other black Demo-
crats are working precisely to prevent
such an upheaval in the center of world
finance capitalism. Joined by Harlem
Congressman Charles Rangel, Sharpton
is pushing for Janet Reno’s Justice
Department to take over jurisdiction of
the case. Meanwhile, the Amsterdam
News (23 December) reports that New
York State NAACP spokesman Hazel
Dukes argued “that if the public is to
give full faith to legal proceedings and
their outcome, the trial must be held in
Bronx County.” While there would in
fact be no more fitting place to pick a
jury for this case than the Bronx, where
the vast majority have daily, firsthand
experience with the racist NYPD, the
capitalist courts exist not to mete out jus-
tice to the killer cops but to protect them.
It was a Bronx judge who last summer
acquitted off-duty cop Michael Meyer,
tried for pumping a bullet into the chest
of defenseless “squeegee man” Antoine
Reed when he tried to wash Meyer’s
windshield.

Democratic Senate hopeful Hillary
Clinton has also chimed in, saying it was
“unfortunate that the trial, apparently for
legal reasons, had to be moved.” But the

main instrument through which they
chain labor to the capitalist class enemy.

During the Diallo protests last spring,
SEIU Local 1199 hospital workers union
head Dennis Rivera, himself a former co-
chairman of the state Democratic Party,
said baldly, “The terror that some of us
have is that if we don’t channel this into
a solution, this will fizzle, and there will
be a sense of frustration and an increased
polarization.” A polarization between the
working masses and the racist rulers is
the last thing the pro-capitalist labor tops
want. Their job is to preserve the capital-
ist status quo, and thus their “solution” is
to try to channel the outrage against the
cops into support for the Democrats and
the preservation of police-enforced “law
and order.”

Cops: Enforcers of Racist
Capitalist Rule

To this end, Rivera joined with Sharp-
ton last spring in pushing a ten-point pro-
gram for police “reform” which included

WV Photo

NYC, April 1999: Local 1199 head Dennis Rivera (far left) joined with black
Democrats Al Sharpton and ex-mayor David Dinkins (at right) in pushing
whitewash schemes to “clean up” racist cops, seeking to quell outrage over

Diallo killing.

“more important issue,” Clinton stressed,
is “making sure we have good rela-
tions...with our police and law enforce-
ment” (New York Post, 22 December
1999). Indeed, what these capitalist poli-
ticians are concerned about is any chal-
lenge to the institutions of racist “law
and order” which the Democrats, under
Bill Clinton’s White House, have done
more to augment and reinforce than even
their Republican predecessors. It is the
role of black Democratic politicos like
Sharpton to quell the anger of the ghetto
masses, while the labor bureaucrats act
as the capitalists’ political police within
the trade unions. The union misleaders’
allegiance to the Democratic Party is the
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calls for more black and other minority
cops, for a stronger civilian review board
and for federal oversight of the NYPD.
But the whole purpose of this ten-point
program—as was clear from its demand
for a pay raise for the cops—was to pre-
serve the authority of the strikebreaking,
racist “law and order” system by making
it appear as if it is simply a matter of a
few “bad apples” in an otherwise fine
police force. Tailing the Democrats and
their labor lackeys, the International
Socialist Organization (ISO), operating
through the instrumentality of a “City-
wide Network Against Police Violence,”
put forward a virtually identical ten-point
program for reforming the police, minus
only the call for a pay raise.

Black or white, the cops are the armed
enforcers of racist capitalist rule; they
cannot be “reformed.” From the federal
government on down, whether under
Democratic or Republican administra-
tion, the capitalist state—whose core is
the cops, courts, military and prison
system—is an instrument for organized
violence against the working class and
minorities. As we wrote at the time of
the Diallo protests last year, “There will
be no end to police brutality short of
the destruction of the system of capital-
ist exploitation and racist oppression
which the cops serve as armed guard
dogs” (“As New York Seethes Over
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Sign at October 23
NYC anti-Klan
mobilization. In wake
of Diallo killing,

SL fought for mass
labor-centered
protest against racist
cop terror.

Diallo Killing: Beware Democratic Party
Hustlers—Enemies of Labor, Blacks,”
WV No. 710, 2 April 1999).

At the same time, we noted: “But a
massive mobilization of labor would give
the cops some pause.” Against the Demo-
crats and their reformist hangers-on, we
fought for mass labor protests against
racist cop terror:

“The mass outrage against the cops does
need an organized political expression.
Not one aimed at strengthening the hand
of the Democrats, the political tool of the
very capitalist rulers whose interests the
cops ‘serve and protect,” but one which
provides a proletarian class axis that can
weld the social power of the multiracial
working class to the anger of the inner
city through mass labor-centered protest
against cop terror.

“The ranks of powerful unions like the
Transport Workers Union in New York
include thousands of black workers who
know that it could just as easily have
been them as Amadou Diallo. Our call
for labor protest has found deep reso-
nance among the transit union member-
ship. They have the power to stop the
world center of finance capital dead in
its tracks.”

That kind of organized political expres-
sion was seen a few months later in the
mass labor/black mobilization initiated
by the Partisan Defense Committee—
endorsed by dozens of unions and union
officials and built by hundreds of work-
ers and others throughout the city—
which rode the KKK out of New York
City on October 23. The PDC’s call to
stop the KKK galvanized wide layers of
NYC working people and minorities, who
know they are all in the gunsights of
the nightriding racist terrorists. It tapped
into the accumulated anger, particularly
among blacks and Hispanics, against the
marauding, racist cops and more gener-
ally among working people who are fed
up with being pushed around for years in
the one-sided war against workers and
the poor.

Working feverishly to try to prevent
this mobilization of the social power of
the working class against the KKK were
the very Democratic Party politicians—
joined by labor bureaucrats like Rivera—
who tried to quell the outrage over the
Diallo killing. Sharpton and the publish-
ers of the Amsterdam News filed a
“friend of the court” brief on behalf of
the Klan’s “right” to rally for genocide.
Eagerly assisted by the social-democratic

ISO, Sharpton joined hitherto-unknown
state assemblyman Scott Stringer and the
rest of the state Democratic Party estab-
lishment in organizing an obscene dem-
onstration of “tolerance” for the nightrid-
ing KKK in a failed bid to deflect the
more than 8,000 people who turned out
with the aim of stopping the KKK. And
today, the man who served as lawyer
for the KKK, New York Civil Liber-
ties Union executive director Norman
Siegel, worries that moving the trial of
Diallo’s executioners to Albany under-
mines the authority of the capitalist “jus-
tice” system, warning that the move
“gives material to people who don’t
believe in the legal system or want to
undermine the legal system.”

Fight for a Workers Party!

The Democrats’ role as the main force
against the anti-Klan mobilization was
simply an expression of the class interests
that they represent, those of the racist
capitalist rulers against the working class.
But they did not succeed, and what was
seen on the streets of New York that day
was the microcosm of the kind of work-
ers party needed to lead the struggles of
the working class and the oppressed
against the whole system of capitalist
exploitation and racist injustice. The forg-
ing of such a workers party will go hand
in hand with the fight for a class-struggle
leadership of the unions, one built in
opposition to the class-collaborationism
of the pro-capitalist union tops. Break
with the Democrats—Build a workers
party!

The bitter fruits of the union mis-
leaders’ class collaboration was seen
recently in the betrayal of the Transport
Workers Union (TWU) Local 100 mem-
bership in the face of union-busting court
injunctions brought by Giuliani and Dem-
ocratic state attorney general Eliot Spit-
zer. Both the TWU Local 100 leadership
under Willie James and the New Direc-
tions “opposition” caved in to the injunc-
tions, instructing transit workers not to
even utter the word “strike.” Both of these
wings of the TWU bureaucracy support
the presence of Transit Authority security
cops in the union. And while James
invited NYPD “union” spokesmen to
speak from the platform at transit work-
ers rallies before the contract expiration,
New Directions’ whole strategy has been
to drag the union into the bosses’ courts
to further its own bureaucratic aspira-
tions. The cops are not workers but racist,
strikebreaking thugs for the bosses. They
have no place in the labor movement.
Cops, courts out of the unions!

The union-busting court orders and the
army of cops unleashed against the TWU
expose what the capitalist state really is:
a machinery of repression for the defense
of capitalist profits and power. That state
cannot be pressured or reformed to serve
the interests of workers and the oppressed
but rather must be smashed through a
socialist revolution which sweeps away
the racist capitalist system and erects in
its place a workers government where
those who labor rule. Under a govern-
ment of workers councils, people’s courts
in the Bronx will surely be in the fore-
front of dispensing proletarian justice to
those who had served as hired killers for
the capitalist exploiters. m
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East Timor...

(continued from page 5)

Labour government for doing too little
too late in East Timor and complained
that Britain had contributed only “a few
Gurkhas”!

Posturing to the left are the quirky ref-
ormists of the Communist League (CL),
affiliated with the U.S. Socialist Workers
Party (SWP) of Jack Barnes. They con-
demned the pro-war mobilisations and
union bans and demand, “Australian, U.S.
troops out of East Timor now!” (Militant,
4 October). But the CL is hardly a politi-
cal opponent of the pro-imperialist trade-
union bureaucracy. Only a year ago they,
with the rest of the left, hailed the sell-
out of the waterfront struggle as a victory,
alibiing the very same Maritime Union
leaders who organised the chauvinist
anti-Indonesian bans.

Long ago, the SWP/CL explicitly repu-
diated the Trotskyist program of perma-
nent revolution in order better to tail all
manner of “progressive” forces (among
which they include the reactionary Ira-
nian ayatollahs!). Under headlines such
as “Deepening Struggles by Working
People Mark Discussion on Indonesian
Elections” (2 August), the Militant is full
of reportage uncritically featuring people
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assert “It was imperialism which lost the
Cold War” (6 December 1999). That
must certainly come as news to the peo-
ple of the former Soviet Union, where
capitalist counterrevolution brought mass
unemployment, hideous impoverishment
and plummeting life expectancy. One
does have to ask, what planet does the
SWP/CL live on? The SWP/CL’s support
to capitalist counterrevolution and their
bizarre contortions ought to repel anyone
looking for a revolutionary Marxist pro-
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Workers at Indonesian Nike plant. Women workers will be in forefront of fight
against capitalist exploitation and semifeudal enslavement.

lauding “reformasi,” i.e., reforming Indo-
nesian capitalism. Opposed to the fight
for proletarian revolution, their be all and
end all is extolling the virtues of opening
up “political space.” It was under the ban-
ner of widening “political space” that
the Barnesites sided with imperialism in
cheering the capitalist counterrevolution
in the USSR and Eastern Europe. While
proclaiming themselves “Fidelistas,” they
supported and pushed the very forces
intent on strangling the Cuban Revolu-
tion. Hailing Boris Yeltsin’s American-
backed power grab, their front-page head-
line said, “Soviet Workers Win Giant
Victory by Defeating Coup” (6 Septem-
ber 1991).

Incredibly, the SWP/CL blandly de-
clared, “World capitalism has suffered an
historic defeat in Eastern Europe and the
Soviet Union.” Even today in a world of
heightening interimperialist rivalries and
increased imperialist military attacks on
the peoples of the world, the Barnesites

gram of struggle to overthrow capitalism.

And then there is the Socialist Equality
Party (SEP) of David North and Nick
Beams. Sometimes capable of putting
some orthodox-sounding lines on paper,
the SEP are, to use Lenin’s term, “politi-
cal bandits”—that is, political pirates
who will say and do anything to serve
their grotesque opportunist appetites.
Their “World Socialist Web Site” (into
which they have liquidated all their
newspapers) carried an item dated 17
September which states “its opposition
to a military intervention in East Timor.”
They even write that “the Australian
political and military elite owe a major
debt of gratitude to the protest leaders”
of the “troops in”” demonstrations. At the
same time, they deliberately cover up the
anti-Indonesian racism that was the hall-
mark of the chauvinist mobilisations and
portray the participants as people who
merely wanted “to express outrage at the
Indonesian military-organised carnage in
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Boris Yeltsin’s August 1991 counterrevolutionary coup,
supported by fake left internationally, ushered in misery
and hunger for working people of former Soviet Union.

East Timor.” The SEP knows full well
otherwise because they were there, hand-
ing out leaflets from tables to people
yelling, “Peacekeepers in now”!

Meanwhile, the SEP hid the fact
that they oppose independence for East
Timor. When the demand for national self-
determination served as a “democratic”
fig leaf for imperialist attacks on the
Soviet degenerated workers state, North/
Beams were unswerving in their support
to “national rights.” But now that the
USSR is no more, they reject the right
of self-determination for nations. The
SEP denies the rights of East Timorese,
Tamils, Québécois, Chechens and other
oppressed nationalities. Thus they cover
for the chauvinism of the oppressor
nations.

Having for years demanded the trade-
union bureaucracy and “left” wing of
the ALP kick out the “right” and form a
“workers government,” today the SEP
preaches that the unions are totally bour-
geois institutions and that union struggles
against the bosses’ attacks are useless.
The “politics” of these sewer “socialists”
are based on opposition to almost all
struggles of the oppressed.

For a Workers Republic of
Australia, Part of a Socialist Asia!

However much they would like to dis-
guise the fact, the Australian “left” today
openly embraces the “national interest”
of their “own” capitalist exploiters. Their
backing of the “human rights” creden-
tials of the Australian imperialist state
has directly assisted the attempts of the
bourgeoisie to overcome Australia’s own
“Vietnam syndrome”: the bourgeoisie’s
humiliating memory of Australia and the
U.S.’ defeat at the hands of the heroic
Vietnamese workers and peasants. The
result is increased racist reaction and

militarist buildup.

Yet the same capitalist class, whether
represented by the Liberals or ALP, that
yearns to enslave the East Timorese is
attacking the unions, women’s rights,
Aboriginal peoples, immigrant workers
and youth. Many people want to fight
back, and there have been a series of
popular, defensive strikes. But under the
leadership of the Laborite, pro-imperialist
trade-union bureaucrats, these struggles
have been demobilised, channelled into
parliamentarist lobbying, electoral cam-
paigns for the ALP and the bosses’ arbi-
tration courts.

Our aim is to build a proletarian,
revolutionary internationalist party, a
tribune of the people, that seeks to trans-
form the consciousness of the working
class—to understand its social power and
unique historical interest—in order to
lead a socialist revolution to destroy the
entire system of capitalist imperialism.
This requires a fight to split the working-
class base of the ALP away from its pro-
capitalist tops, not least through forging a
class-struggle leadership in the unions
that opposes the ruling class all down
the line.

In this country, solidarity with the
Indonesian and East Timorese masses
means above all the struggle to overthrow
the Australian ruling class through work-
ers revolution. The complete social and
national liberation of the East Timorese
and myriad other oppressed peoples of
the region requires the smashing of impe-
rialism and the construction of a socialist
Asia, from Indonesia to Korea, from Aus-
tralia to Japan. It is to this task that the
International Communist League is dedi-
cated. Independence now for East Timor!
Australian imperialists get out! For a
workers republic of Australia, part of a
socialist Asia!m
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South Africa...

(continued from page 12)

by the state, harking back to apartheid-
era campaigns like Operation Khanyisa
(“light up”) and Vulamanzi (“open the
tap”). There is also a call for the resigna-
tion of current township councillors who
preside over the rate increases. But noth-
ing will really change if these council-
lors are simply replaced by others less
compromised in the eyes of the masses.

Nor can the Pan African Congress
(PAC), which has been a component of
the leadership in the Ivory Park protests,
provide a programme of struggle against
the brutal attacks of the capitalist gov-
ernment. This is an anti-woman, anti-
immigrant, anti-working-class and anti-
communist nationalist formation seeking
to refurbish its badly tarnished creden-
tials in light of its dismal showing in last
year’s parliamentary elections. Politi-
cally, the PAC is substantially similar to
the ANC, from which it split in the
1950s. The main difference is that it
has relatively little popular support and
authority. Hence these petty-bourgeois
nationalists find it opportune to posture
as a “radical” opposition to the ANC’s
neo-apartheid regime. But if the PAC
leaders were offered a few government
ministries, they, too, would quickly be-
come murderous agents of the white cap-
italist exploiters.

As communists, we defend the strug-
gles of township residents and squatters
against the capitalists and their state.
However, such struggles in themselves
offer no solution to the desperate need for
housing for the black populace. What is
needed is to nationalise all urban land
while launching a massive construction
programme for racially and ethnically
integrated, quality housing. The bourgeois-
nationalist ANC is not merely incapable
of carrying out such a programme but is
fundamentally hostile to it.

But there does exist a force which has
both the social power and vital interest to
bring about the socialist reconstruction of
South Africa: the predominantly black

proletariat. Significantly, in a November
protest against privatisations, the munic-
ipal workers union SAMWU mobilised
10,000-strong alongside more plebeian
layers under attack, such as the Gauteng
hawkers. In the aftermath of last year’s
public workers strike, there is heightened
sentiment within COSATU to break with
the tripartite alliance. But what then? It is
certainly necessary for the unions to mob-
ilise their social power in strike action
against the attacks of the capitalists and
their government. But especially under
conditions in which 40 percent of the
black labour force is unemployed, the
working class cannot improve or even
defend its economic conditions simply at
the level of trade-union struggle. Class-
conscious workers must fight to oust
the pro-capitalist COSATU bureaucracy
which preaches the lie of a partnership of
capital and labour. It is necessary for the
workers movement to fight against all
forms of social oppression, such as the
murderous attacks on squatters. This is
key to the perspective of building a revo-
lutionary workers party in South Africa.

Defend the Rights of Immigrants!

Parallel to the brutal repression of the
squatters near Ivory Park was a vicious
clampdown in the same area, where the
cops rounded up “illegal” immigrants in
pickup trucks. Ivory Park is a township
with a significant proportion of immi-
grants from Mozambique and Zimbabwe,
similar to squatter camps like Madela-
kufa, Phomolong and one named after
Winnie Mandela. Ivory Park is where

Immigrants from
neighboring
African states
await deportation
after being
imprisoned by
ANC government.
Spartacist South
Africa fights for
labor to defend
immigrant rights.
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four immigrants were lynched last year
by vigilante scum! And ominously, this
year vigilante murders have been on the
increase with the recent arrival in Gau-
teng of the previously rural, 35,000-
strong Mapogo a Mathamaga, a vigilante
army led by black businessmen with ties
to hardline white racists.

To defend the interests of workers and
the dispossessed masses, it is necessary
to challenge and politically defeat the
anti-immigrant poison which has sur-
faced in the squatters’ protest. Some
residents have reportedly complained
that the Gauteng government has allo-
cated land to “outsiders” who they
claim are neither homeless nor without
money. These “outsiders” are from the
neighbouring, predominantly “coloured”
(mixed-race) township of Rabbie Riche
and nearby Ebony Park, which includes
immigrants from Mozambique and
Zimbabwe.

In 1994, Tokyo Sexwale, then ANC
premier of Gauteng, denounced the
coloured protesters’ request to wipe out
unpaid back rent, saying he wanted to
“vomit.” In 1997, the ANC government
unleashed police and troops against pro-
testers in the predominantly coloured
townships of El Dorado Park, Westbury
and Newclare in southern and west-
ern Johannesburg, killing four and injur-
ing several others. At the same time, the
anti-government protests, whose basic
demand was entirely justified, were also
marked by general hostility to blacks.

Like capitalist regimes everywhere,
the ANC consciously plays off different

sections of the oppressed against each
other—pitting blacks against coloureds
and Indians, South Africans against
immigrant workers—in order to divert
attention from the main enemy: neo-
apartheid capitalism, under which the
overwhelming majority of the population
is kept in desperate poverty and blacks
remain on the bottom. As Trotskyists, we
fight for the forging of a Leninist party
that acts as a tribune of the people,
defending all sectors of the oppressed as
part of the struggle for proletarian state
power. Only such a revolutionary party
can cut through the rising ethnic hatreds
born of the horrendous poverty produced
by capitalist superexploitation and the
divide-and-rule policies of the capitalist
class and its political front men. Under a
black-centred workers government, there
will be an important role and full demo-
cratic rights for coloureds, Indians and
other Asians, and those whites who
accept a government centrally based on
the black working people.

The SACP justifies its support to neo-
apartheid capitalism with the claim that
the ANC is carrying out a “national dem-
ocratic revolution” which is supposedly
the first stage of a reformist “two-stage”
schema for socialism. This stagist pro-
gramme undermines and paralyses the
struggles of the proletariat and has his-
torically led to bloody defeats.

South Africa, both under the former
white-supremacist government and now
under the bourgeois-nationalist ANC,
offers a clear example of Trotsky’s con-
cept of permanent revolution: that in
backward countries, economic and social
modernization and genuine national lib-
eration can be achieved only through
proletarian revolution and its extension
to the advanced capitalist (i.e., imperial-
ist) countries of North America, West
Europe and Japan. This underscores that
the fight to build a revolutionary workers
party must be waged as part of the strug-
gle to reforge the Fourth International as
a world party of socialist revolution. This
is the purpose of Spartacist South Africa,
section of the International Communist
League.m

Archives...

(continued from page 7)

place Roosevelt at the head of the ticket
nationally.... Would we have refrained
from putting forward our own inde-
pendent tickets and supported the Farmer-
Labor party ticket even with Roosevelt at
the head? I venture to say that under such
circumstances we would almost surely
have done so.”

In point of fact, this was done in many
localities either by the Communist Party
officially, or by individual party mem-
bers. In Minnesota, Washington, Califor-
nia, the Stalinists supported Farmer-
Labor and “progressive” coalitions with
no criticism of the fact that Roosevelt
headed their tickets. In New York, the
Stalinists gave full support to the Ameri-
can Labor Party, which entered the elec-
tion campaign—as its leaders openly
declared—only to gather labor votes for
Roosevelt. Individual Communist Party
members joined the American Labor
Party, and spoke from its platforms in
support of Roosevelt.

The Peoples’ Front policy dictates a
wholly anti-Marxist analysis of Roose-
velt. He can no longer be treated as
the chief executive for the dominant class.
Criticism of him can only suggest that he
is not responsive enough in carrying out
the “peoples’ mandate,” that he cannot be
relied on to take progressive steps unless
a certain amount of pressure against him
is generated. Even when, after the elec-
tions were safely under his belt, Roose-
velt, at the bidding of his masters, ruth-
lessly cut the WPA rolls, even in the light
of Roosevelt’s attitude toward the auto
strikes, the Stalinist criticism must
remain mild and “loyal.” The Communist
Party, having abandoned the revolution-
ary aim of the overthrow of capitalist
society, becomes the “party of Twentieth
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Century Americanism”; its purpose as
defined by the Peoples’ Front, is to func-
tion within the framework of demo-
cratic capitalism, as a reformist “pressure
group.” It must strive to become “respect-
able,” to ingratiate itself with the class
enemy; to show that in return for vague
promises of friendship for the Soviet
Union and polite words against fascism, it
is willing to do its part in smothering the
class struggle and guaranteeing the pro-
tection of bourgeois democracy against
the threat of proletarian revolution....

The basis of the Peoples’ Front is class
collaboration; and we know from past
experience of reformism what this means
on the trade union field.

Are the reactionary trade union bureau-
crats agents of the class enemy within the
working class? Do their policies act as the
major brake to militant class conscious-
ness within the unions? This is what
Marxism has always taught, but no one
could possibly learn this from the most
detailed study of recent Stalinist litera-
ture. Nowhere is there any explanation of,
or even reference to, the social function
of the trade union bureaucracy. At the
most, there is occasional personal criti-
cism of some action too gross to ignore;
but even this is kept to a minimum, in the
interests of currying favor with the maxi-
mum number of the bureaucrats.

The policy of class collaboration
forces the Stalinists to abandon more and
more the fighting struggle for economic
demands, and through that struggle the
raising of the level of class conscious-
ness for the attempt to come to agree-
ments with the bureaucrats, to settle dis-
putes through deals behind the scenes, to
rely on governmental arbitration boards
and mediators. The Stalinist work in
the unions must be subordinated to the
great aim of achieving in this country a
mass, classless Peoples’ Front. To secure
the adherence of a union to a Negro Con-

gress, or an American League Confer-
ence, or a Farmer-Labor-Progressive
what-not, or a Social Security Assembly
is far more important than to get it to
prepare and win a militant strike....

In other fields of Peoples’ Front activ-
ities, the same general trend is observ-
able. For example, in youth work. Fol-
lowing the Seventh Congress of the
Comintern, and the subsequent Congress
of the Young Communist International,
proposals were made in this country
as elsewhere—for the liquidation of
the proletarian political youth organiza-
tions into broad, classless, “non-political”
(i.e., Peoples’ Frontist) youth movements.
When the position of the Young Peoples’
Socialist League made this impossible,
the Y.C.L. tried to gain the same end by
the creation of the American Youth Con-
gress on the same Peoples’ Front basis.
The Y.C.L. now devotes a major part of
its efforts to conciliating Y.M.C.A. and
religious youth groups so as to maintain
a bloc with them against revolutionary
socialists. In the student field, the Y.C.L.
consistently attempts to manipulate the
American Student Union into a straight
Peoples’ Front program and organiza-
tional form.

Most significant of all is the applica-
tion of the Peoples’ Front policy to “anti-
war work.” Through a multitude of paci-
fist organizations, and especially through
the directly controlled American League
against War and Fascism, the Stalinists
aim at the creation of a “broad, classless,
Peoples’ Front of all those opposed to
war.” The class collaborationist character
of the Peoples’ Front policy is strikingly
revealed through the Stalinist attitude in
these organizations. They rule out in
advance the Marxist analysis of war as
necessarily resulting from the inner con-
flicts of capitalism and therefore genu-
inely opposed only by revolutionary class
struggle against the capitalist order; and,

in contrast, maintain that all persons,
from whatever social class or group,
whether or not opposed to capitalism, can
“unite” to stop war.

What this “anti-war work” means in
actuality is suggested by the fact that the
Stalinists have abandoned attacks on the
armament program of American imperi-
alism; greet the Buenos Aires Conference
(a mighty step forward in this country’s
preparations for the coming war) as a great
advance toward “world peace”; and criti-
cize revolutionary socialists as planning
to sell this country out to Japan, when
they call for non-support of the govern-
ment in the war. The truth is, of course,
that through the Peoples’ Front, the Sta-
linists are making ready to support the
government, and to recruit the masses for
such support, in the new imperialist war. B

On the

United Front
%

A SPARTACIST PAMPHLET

\

ﬁpufnffisn Publishing Compan,
X 1577 61O, N vogy ey

S

A Spartacist pamphlet
originally printed in 1976 as
Young Communist Bulletin No. 3

$1 (16 pages)
Make checks payable/mail to:

Spartacist Pub. Co., Box 1377 GPO,
New York, NY 10116

11



WORKERS VANGUARD

ANC R

JOHANNESBURG—Following the
throttling of the public workers strike
last year—the largest strike since the
African National Congress (ANC)
replaced the white-supremacist apart-
heid regime in 1994—state repres-
sion is intensifying at an alarming
pace against all sections of the work-
ing class and nonwhite oppressed.
The war on labour waged by the gov-
ernment of Thabo Mbeki, Nelson
Mandela’s hand-picked successor as
South Africa’s president, is com-
bined with all manner of attacks on
the black plebeian masses. Electricity
and water are cut off for non-
payment of rent or utility bills.
Squatters are set upon by police and
private security guards.

In early November, the ANC pro-
vincial government of Gauteng prov-
ince unleashed vicious state terror
against a group of squatters near
Ivory Park, a settlement adjacent to
the Tembisa township near Johannes-
burg. A veteran black militant and
supporter of Spartacist South Africa
reported:

“Scores of people were seriously
wounded following the shooting by
police and security guards and an
estimated 120 were arrested after ignor-
ing cops’ orders to stop erecting shacks
on the land. When the first order was
made earlier that day, community leaders
heading the squatter ‘invasion’ requested
an extension of time to allow them to
address the people in order to persuade
them to leave. When it was time for them
to leave following a meeting of the com-
munity leaders and the cops, people
refused to leave. Cops and security
guards responded with brute force.”

Why is this happening? The answer
was given by Thabo Mbeki in a recent
speech at a black management forum
in Johannesburg, where he underscored
the commitment of his government to
the expansion of a layer of black capital-
ists and their enrichment at the expense
of the toiling masses. The bourgeois-
nationalist ANC represents the junior
partners and black front men for the white
capitalist class. They are abetted in this
by the reformist South African Commu-

12

. v

-

nist Party (SACP). Long a part of the
core leadership of the ANC, the SACP
today encompasses everything from lead-
ing elements of the capitalist state appa-

South Africa

egime Cracks Down on

Township Poor
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tionary Marxists, we seek to break
the black working-class base of the
SACP from its reformist misleaders. We
say: Break with the tripartite alliance!

Down With Neo-Apartheid Capitalism!
For a Black-Centered Workers Government!

ratus and outright bourgeois nationalists
to labour bureaucrats to militant workers
at the base looking for a revolutionary
perspective.

The “tripartite alliance” of the ANC,
SACP and Congress of South African
Trade Unions (COSATU)—a nationalist
popular front—binds the black working
class and toiling masses to the sys-
tem of neo-apartheid exploitation and
oppression, from strikebreaking to the
shooting down of squatters. As revolu-
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Thousands of public
workers took to the
streets of
Johannesburg in
October to protest
government plans
for privatizations
and layoffs.

Build a Leninist-Trotskyist vanguard
party to fight for a black-centred workers
government!

ANC’s War on Squatters

The economic basis of the apartheid
system was the superexploitation of black
labour (including from neighbouring
African states) by the white owners of the
country’s factories, mines and agricultu-
ral land. While the white neighbourhoods
of Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban
resembled the most affluent suburbs
of North America and West Europe,
blacks were condemned to “Third World”
squalor. One out of every four blacks
lived in so-called “informal housing”—
backyard shacks, garages and shanty-
towns constructed of cardboard and plas-
tic. The figure was much higher in the
main urban areas: almost 70 percent in
Durban and almost half in the region
around Johannesburg.

During the 1980s, white-supremacist
rule was severely shaken by mass black
struggle. A powerful and combative trade-
union movement developed, exemplified
by the 1987 gold miners strike, which
was the biggest in South African history.
The residents in the black townships
refused to pay rent, property taxes,
electricity bills, garbage fees, etc. The
black revolt, organised through the South
African National Civic Organisation, ef-
fectively took control of the townships.

In the early 1990s, the South African
ruling class and its senior partners moved
to restore political stability by co-opting
the leaders of the ANC and SACP into

~ Debbie Yazbek
As murderous repression against squatters escalates, security cops demolish
“informal housing” settlement in Lawley, south of Johannesburg.

the government. Hence Mandela’s
election in 1994 as the country’s first
black president. The new government
promised as part of its much-touted
Reconstruction and Development
Plan to build a million housing units
in five years. But this was cynical
demagogy. A mere 11,000 new
houses were built with government
funds in the first years of the ANC-
led regime. Moreover, these houses
were so shoddily built that they fall
apart in the heavy summer rain. Con-
sisting of only one room, often with-
out electricity, they are derisively
called “Uno” houses after the tiny
Fiat car which is popular in South
Africa.

Mandela, Mbeki & Co., however,
did keep their promise to defend the
property rights of the white capital-
ists. Denouncing the “culture of non-
payment,” ANC/SACP cadre who
previously led the black township
revolt now became the chief rent col-
lectors for the Jo’burg banks. The
squatter camps have also been a
source of hard confrontation between
the new government and the impov-
erished black toilers. Believing that
Mandela’s election opened a new era of
freedom, blacks began constructing
“informal housing” at a furious pace,
extending far beyond the segregated
townships.

Significantly, the hot seat of housing
minister in the new government was
given to the principal leader of the Com-
munist Party, Joe Slovo (since deceased),
for it was expected that here, along with
the labour front, the sharpest conflicts
between the ANC leaders and their mass
base would take place. Using language
identical to his white-supremacist prede-
cessors, Slovo declared that the govern-
ment was “committed to respect constitu-
tional rights in land against any unlawful
infringement and unlawful occupation.
Squatting cannot be condoned.”

The recent period has seen increas-
ingly violent repression against squatters.
In squatter settlements such as Khayelit-
sha near Cape Town, the city has set up
a “land invasion” unit which patrols the
township on a daily basis, painting yel-
low numbers on shacks and tearing down
those that spring up overnight. In one
neighbourhood in Springs on the East
Rand, the government deployed not only
police but army units to quell protests
over the cutoff of electricity in October.
That month, the housing department in
Gauteng ordered the destruction of 400
shacks in Lawley, south of Johannesburg.
At a protest against the demolition of
these shacks, an 18-year-old youth, Mak-
hetla Maphika, was shot and killed by a
member of a private security outfit. In a
related action, the cops beat hawkers and
seized their goods in the city centre of
Braamfontein, Johannesburg, carrying
out government orders to remove poor
people to make downtown “attractive” for
businessmen.

Reacting to the heightened social mis-
ery and government repression, many
black township residents are engaged in
campaigns to reconnect services cut off

continued on page 11
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