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Repuhllcans Democrats Ratchet Up Threats

Iran’s Bushehr nuclear power plant in photo released in 2004. U.S. aircraft carrier Enterprise in Persian Gulf, August 17.

.S. Hands Off Ira

On October 25, the Bush
administration announced new
unilateral sanctions against
Iran, targeting the regime’s
Revolutionary Guard Corps and
in particular the Quds division, which
Washington accuses of “supporting ter-
rorism.” The sanctions also include four
state banks. The sanctions against the
elite Revolutionary Guard, which has
125,000 active troops and controls key
sectors of the Iranian economy, mark the
first time that the U.S. has taken such
steps against the armed forces of another
government.

As revolutionary opponents of U.S.
imperialism, the Spartacist League op-
poses any economic sanctions against
Iran. The 2003 war against Iraq, which
has led to the death of upwards of a mil-
lion Iraqis while unleashing communalist
slaughter on a mass scale, was prepared
by UN-imposed sanctions that killed 1.5
million people. Sanctions are an act of
war and a step toward a full-fledged con-
flagration. Indeed, nearly half of the U.S.
Navy’s 277 warships, including two air-
craft carrier groups, are in waters near
Iran, with new military exercises already
underway.

We say that in the event of military
attack against Iran by the U.S. or by
Israel—the only nuclear-armed country
in the Near East—operating on behalf of
the U.S. imperialists, it is in the interest
of the international proletariat, not least
the U.S. working class, to stand for the
military defense of Iran without giving
an iota of political support to the reac-
tionary Tehran regime. Every victory for
the imperialists in their military adven-
tures encourages more predatory wars;
every setback serves to assist the work-
ing people and the oppressed the world
over. U.S. hands off Iran! All U.S. troops
out of Iraq and Afghanistan now!

The Democrats as well as the Republi-
cans, with their kept media in tow, are
straining every nerve to foment hysteria
over Iran’s nuclear energy program. The
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Iranian government says that it does not
plan to develop the bomb. In fact, given
the threats by the imperialists, it would be
perfectly reasonable and necessary for
Iran to pursue getting nuclear weapons
and adequate delivery systems to deter
attack. In today’s world, possession of
nukes has become a necessary means of
maintaining national sovereignty. The
counterrevolutionary destruction of the
Soviet degenerated workers state in 1991-
92 removed the primary military and
political counterweight to U.S. imperial-
ism. Since then, the U.S. rulers have ever
more openly wielded their military might,
which dwarfs that of their rival imperial-
ist powers, to maintain their dominance in
the world.

The latest round of sanctions against
Iran comes after two prior rounds im-
posed last December and this spring by
the United Nations Security Council
demanding that Tehran halt its uranium
enrichment program. But this time, while
Britain and France have supported the
U.S., there has been opposition by China,
a bureaucratically deformed workers state
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Young Spartacus
Spartacus Youth Club at Columbia University rally against Iraq occupation,
February 15.

and one of Iran’s main trading partners,
and by Vladimir Putin, the president of
capitalist Russia, who accused the U.S. of
running around “like a madman waving a
knife.”

Imperialist Madmen
on the Loose

In his 2002 State of the Union address,
President Bush labeled Iran, along with
Iraq and North Korea, part of an “axis
of evil” This was accompanied by a
declared policy of “pre-emptive” nuclear
attack against any country the U.S. deems
a “threat,” with Iran, North Korea and
China among the countries listed as poten-
tial first-strike targets. Last year, Bush
delivered an ultimatum to Iran: “Your
desires for a weapon are unacceptable.”

There have been numerous reports of
new plans for U.S. air strikes. In the
New Yorker (8 October), Seymour Hersh
details how the current emphasis “is on
‘surgical’ strikes on Revolutionary Guard
Corps facilities in Tehran and elsewhere,
which, the Administration claims, have
been the source of attacks on Americans
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in Iragq. What had been pre-
sented primarily as a counter-
proliferation mission has been
reconceived as counterterror-
ism.” According to Hersh, this
plan “is gathering support among gener-
als and admirals in the Pentagon.” Israeli
air strikes in September against what the
Israeli rulers claimed was a partly con-
structed nuclear reactor in Syria could be
in line with what the U.S. imperialists
seek to do in Iran. The Bush administra-
tion has announced plans to provide addi-
tional billions in weaponry for Saudi Ara-
bia, Israel and Egypt to beef up regional
bulwarks against Iran.

Speaking for Democratic Party strat-
egists, liberal columnist Frank Rich noted
in a New York Times (4 November)
column:

“The reason so many Democrats believe
war with Iran is inevitable, of course, is
that the administration is so flagrantly
rerunning the sales campaign that gave
us Iraq. The same old scare tactic—a
Middle East Hitler plotting a nuclear
holocaust—has been recycled with a
fresh arsenal of hyped, loosey-goosey
intelligence and outright falsehoods that
are sometimes regurgitated without cor-
roboration by the press.”

The U.S. attacked Iraq precisely
because it knew it had no “weapons
of mass destruction”—i.e., a means to
defend itself. Iran is a larger and far
more populous country that sits on 10
percent of the world’s oil reserves. And,
as Hersh notes, “the crux of the Bush
Administration’s strategic dilemma is
that its decision to back a Shi’ite-led gov-
ernment after the fall of Saddam has
empowered Iran, and made it impossible
to exclude Iran from the Iraqi political
scene.” Any attack on Iran would further
enrage Iraq’s Shi’ite majority. Moreover,
with Iraq in ruins, the threat of a Turkish
invasion to go after Kurdish fighters can
only serve to destabilize Iraq’s Kurdish
north, the one relatively stable region in
the country.

Meanwhile Pakistan, a key U.S. ally in
the “war on terror” and in supporting the
occupation of Afghanistan, is in a major
political crisis, with military strongman
General Pervez Musharraf having declared
a state of emergency on November 3 and
arresting up to 2,000 political opponents.

continued on page 5



Letter

On Iraq and the Democrats

6 October 2007
Cleveland, Ohio

Dear Comrades:

I enjoyed the well-deserved skewering
the reformists got in the latest WV (“Ref-
ormist Left: Tail of the Democratic Don-
key. U.S. Out of Irag Now!,” WV No. 899,
28 September 2007.) But I was also con-
cerned that our characterization of the
Democrats’ views on Iraq could be mis-
understood to blur the distinction between
communist and reformist opposition to the
imperialist war and occupation. We write:

“Democrats seek election to the White
House based not simply on popular
opposition to the Iraq occupation, but
centrally because they see that particular
war and occupation as running counter
to the interests of U.S. imperialism. In
this they speak for more rational and far-
sighted wings of the ruling class....” (My
emphasis.)
We follow this statement, one paragraph
later, with the comment:
“Meanwhile, not one major Democratic

presidential contender calls for an imme-
diate withdrawal from Iraq. Such a with-
drawal would be correctly seen as a
defeat for U.S. imperialism, and in the
squalid world of American electoral poli-
tics, the Democrats do not want to be
saddled with ‘losing’ this filthy war and
occupation.”

These statements are indisputably true,
but taken together they can be misread to
argue that the Dems recognize the occu-
pation of Iraq is not in the best interests
of imperialism, but they are simply too
cowardly to openly advocate that posi-
tion. That conclusion is why the refor-
mists argue that mass protest will give the
spineless Dems the necessary backbone
to do the right thing.

I certainly won’t dispute that the Dem-
ocratic presidential contenders are a pack
of weasels (my apologies to actual mus-
telids), but they absolutely do not oppose
the continued occupation of Iraq, and nei-
ther do the more far-sighted wings of the
ruling class. To the contrary, there appears

The Internationalism of the
Bolshevik Revolution

In an article marking the second anni-
versary of the 1917 October Revolution,
Bolshevik leader V.1. Lenin noted that the
Soviet workers state provided a beacon for
proletarian revolutions internationally. Today,
following the counterrevolutionary destruc-
tion of the Soviet Union after decades of
Stalinist betrayal and unrelenting imperial-

ist pressure, the capitalist rulers proclaim

TROTSKY

the “death of communism” as they step up

LENIN

attacks on workers and the oppressed at home
and on the neocolonial countries. Meanwhile, they target the remaining deformed
workers states for counterrevolution. The International Communist League is commit-
ted to forging Bolshevik workers parties to lead new October Revolutions around the
world, the only way to eradicate exploitation, oppression and imperialist war.

Why is Soviet power so firm and stable, despite the incredible ordeals, the terrible
famine and the difficulties created by war and economic dislocation?
Because it is the power of the working people themselves, of the millions of workers

and peasants.

The workers hold state power. The workers help the millions of labouring peasants.

The Soviet government has overthrown the landowners and capitalists and is stead-
fastly defending the people against attempts to restore their rule....

Tens and hundreds of millions of workers and peasants all over the world are suffer-
ing oppression, humiliation and plunder at the hands of landowners and capitalists.
The old state apparatus, whether of a monarchy or a “democratic” (pseudo-democratic)
republic, helps the exploiters and oppresses the workers.

Tens and hundreds of millions of workers and peasants in all lands know this; they

see it and experience it in their everyday life.

The imperialist war lasted over four years; tens of millions were killed and crippled.
What for? For the division of the capitalists’ spoils, for markets, profits, colonies and

the power of the banks.

The Anglo-French imperialist predators defeated the German imperialist predators.
With every passing day they are exposing themselves for what they are—robbers and
plunderers, oppressors of the working folk who batten on the misery of the people and

tyrannise weak nations.

That is why support for Soviet power is growing among the workers and peasants of

the world.

The severe and arduous struggle against capital was victoriously begun in Russia. It

is now spreading in all countries.

It will end in the victory of the World Soviet Republic.
—V.1. Lenin, “Two Years of Soviet Power” (November 1919)
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to be a bourgeois consensus that Bush and
his wack-job cronies blew what should
have been a successful overthrow of Sad-
dam Hussein, but nevertheless the US
must now remain in Iraq until some loyal
pro-imperialist henchmen can be estab-
lished atop stable pro-capitalist statelets,
even if that requires the genocidal transfer
and slaughter of whole ethnic populations.
This bloody “consensus” was set forth to
near universal capitalist acclaim in the
Iraq Study Report, and the Dems are now
campaigning on its implementation.
Ted Koppel, no radical journalist he,
has the Democrats’ number:
“...[Clongressional Republicans and Dem-
ocrats have reached, if not a deal, an
accommodation. They understand that
there is, effectively speaking, no way of
getting all the troops out soon.... I think
what we’re looking at...is a significant
number of U.S. forces in Iraq for some
years to come.”

“...[W]hat the Iraqis are not capable of
doing right now is protecting their own
borders. It is not in the U.S. interest
that Iran, which is now becoming the
regional superpower in the Persian Gulf
...has free access to Iraq. I think you’re
just going to see anywhere from 75 to
100,000 U.S. troops there for years to

[A]ll the emphasis [has been] on the
British withdrawal from Basra... They
withdrew about 15 to 20 miles outside of
Basra. They’re still there.”

(NPR Interview on Morning
Edition, 7 September 2007.)

The Democrats agree that U.S. soldiers
should be pulled back from the cities,
where they make far too convenient tar-
gets, to their massive, near-impenetrable
military bases. They just argue that pres-
ence shouldn’t be construed as “perma-
nent occupation,” you understand. They
are afraid to openly say that those troops
will remain for years, decades, if that is
what it takes to insure that unreliable war-
lords and unreliable fundamentalists do
not get their hands on one of the world’s
largest proven oil reserves. But that is why
the Democrats want the troops to remain,
and will not advocate their withdrawal.

At bottom, the Democrats are loyal,
pro-imperialist politicians. They argue
they are best able to “secure Iraq’s bor-
ders.” They will support whatever they
think are the most acceptable tactics of
occupation. They will not withdraw U.S.
troops until they can trust the oppressors

they leave behind. All the reformists’ ali-
bis, and mass demonstrations to apply
pressure, won’t cause the Democrats to
act otherwise, because that would be a
betrayal of the class they serve.
cgs,
Matt G.

WYV replies:

Matt G. raises interesting considera-
tions. It is true that no leading Demo-
cratic presidential contender calls for
immediate withdrawal from Iraq. How-
ever, this does not mean that the ruling
class as a whole is committed to main-
taining a costly military occupation of
Iraq, which in any case is not the only
means at the imperialists’ disposal for
maintaining domination of the oil-rich
Near East.

There is no questioning the strategic
importance of this region to U.S. imperi-
alism. But despite the bipartisan support
for the murderous war and occupation of
Iraq, there has been significant opposi-
tion to the occupation among those in
the ruling class who see the seemingly
intractable quagmire as gravely harmful
to their world interests, including in
the Near East. These concerns were
expressed in a Foreign Affairs (Novem-
ber/December 2007) article by Hillary
Clinton titled “Security and Opportunity
for the Twenty-First Century.” Writing as
Bush’s presumptive successor, Clinton
declares that the U.S. will face “a resur-
gent Russia,” a “rapidly growing China”
and “an unpredictable and dangerous
situation in the Middle East.” “To meet
these challenges,” she continues, “we will
have to replenish American power by get-
ting out of Iraq, rebuilding our military,
and developing a much broader arsenal of
tools in the fight against terrorism.”

The Bush administration is leaving its
replacement with a lose-lose situation in
Iraq. We were not the only ones to predict
that toppling Saddam Hussein’s regime
would be easy, but that the subsequent
occupation would not. Such difficulties
and setbacks for imperialism should pro-
vide an opening for the pursuit of class
struggle at home against the capitalist rul-
ers, which we have fought for as part
of our program to defeat U.S. imperi-
alism through proletarian revolution.
With its support—either backhanded or
overt—to the Democratic Party “lesser
evil,” the reformist left has once again
served as a roadblock to this revolution-
ary perspective.ll

CHICAGO

Tuesday, November 27, 7 p.m.

The Russian Revolution of 1917:
When the Workers Took Power
University of Chicago
Harper Room 141
1116 E. 59th St.

Information and readings: (312) 563-0441
or e-mail: chicagospartacist@sbcglobal.net

NEW YORK CITY

Thursday, November 29, 7 p.m.

Defend China, Cuba,

North Korea and Vietnam
Against Imperialism and
Capitalist Counterrevolution!
For Proletarian Political Revolution
to Oust the Stalinist Bureaucracies!

Spartacist Public Office
299 Broadway, Suite 318
(take any train to Chambers Street)

Information and readings: (212) 267-1025
or e-mail: nysl@tiac.net

Visit the ICL Web Site:
www.icl-fi.org

Spartacus Youth Club Classes

LOS ANGELES

Thursday, November 15, 6 p.m.
The State and Revolution

UCLA, Haines Hall A78
Information and readings: (213) 380-8239
or e-mail: slsycla@sbcglobal.net

TORONTO

Wednesday, November 21
6:30 p.m.
Trotskyism vs. the Stalinist Sellout of
the Russian Revolution

University of Toronto
Sidney Smith Building, Room 1080
100 St. George Street
Information and readings: (416) 593-4138
or e-mail: spartcan@on.aibn.com

VANCOUVER

Wednesday, November 21, 6 p.m.

Anglo Chauvinism Is
Poison to Class Struggle—
Independence for Québec!

University of British Columbia
Student Union Building, Room 213
Information and readings: (604) 687-0353

or e-mail:
trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com
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- Genarlow Wilson

Finally Freed

Following a Georgia Supreme Court
ruling, Genarlow Wilson, a 21-year-old
black man, walked out of prison a free
man on October 26 after two years behind
bars. Wilson never should have spent
a day in prison! A high school honor
student, all-conference football player
and track star, Wilson was convicted of
engaging in consensual oral sex with a
15-year-old girl on New Year’s Eve in
2003, when he was 17. Under Georgia
law, where the “age of consent” is 16, the
girl could not be considered to be “legally
consenting.” Wilson was sentenced to a
mandatory ten years in prison and life-
time registration as a “sex offender.”

In 2006, a year after Wilson’s convic-
tion, the Georgia legislature passed a
new law making such teenage sexual
activity a misdemeanor punishable by no
more than a year in prison. But the legis-
lature refused to apply it retroactively
and subsequently blocked bills allowing
Wilson to reopen his case. Taking note of
the new law, the Georgia Supreme Court
ruled that Wilson’s sentence violated the
Constitution’s prohibition of cruel and
unusual punishment, stating that it was
“grossly disproportionate to his crime.”

From the standpoint of any rational
society, Genarlow Wilson committed no

crime. We oppose reactionary ‘“age of
consent” laws, which deny the fact that
young people are, and have always been,
sexually active. Our guiding principle
is simply that of mutual effective con-
sent. Government out of the bedrooms!
This case exemplifies racist and anti-sex
bigotry in the U.S. Reactionary “child
molestation” laws are aimed at both in-
creasing the repressive reach of the capi-
talist state and bolstering the institution
of the family. According to the Georgia
Public Defender Standards Council, black
teens are five times as likely as whites to
be sentenced under the law that sent Wil-
son to prison. Similar laws across the
country were adopted throughout the 1980s
and ’90s as the racist capitalist rulers
deemed a generation of black youth to
be innate criminals who must be ware-
housed in prisons, mainly through the
“war on drugs.”

Wilson’s freedom can be attributed not
to the fairness of the state Supreme
Court, which had twice turned him
down, but to the widespread publicity
and outcry against what a New York
Times (30 April) editorial called “Geor-
gia’s Shame.” Public figures like former
president Jimmy Carter and even mem-
bers of Wilson’s jury called for his
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October 26:
Genarlow Wilson
greeted by
mother and
sister shortly
after his release
from Georgia
prison.

release. Much of the attention flowed
from the equally grotesque persecution
of Marcus Dixon, an 18-year-old black
Georgia high school athlete and A stu-
dent who was thrown into prison in 2003
under the same law for having consen-
sual sex with a white girl just shy of 16.
Amid a wave of publicity, the Georgia
Supreme Court reduced his conviction to
statutory rape, cutting his sentence to the
15 months he had already served.

After Wilson’s release, Jesse Jackson
Sr. stated, “Genarlow Wilson has been set
free, but thousands are still imprisoned”
(Amsterdam News, 1 November). Many

of those are there thanks to the “war on

drugs” pushed by Jackson, Al Sharpton

and other black Democrats. As a Young

Spartacus article titled “Free Genarlow

Wilson!” (WV No. 887, 2 March) states:
“The desperate conditions facing black
youth—police terrorizing the ghettos,
mass unemployment and incarceration,
the rollback of affirmative action and re-
segregation of urban schools—can be
eliminated only through the overturn of
capitalist class rule by the multiracial
working class. We fight to build the revo-
lutionary workers party that is essen-
tial to lead the proletariat in this strug-
gle. Black liberation through socialist
revolution!”m

BT’s “Correction”
Where German Imperialism
Goes Wrong on World Peace

It seems that we stung the International
Bolshevik Tendency (BT) by publishing
an article written by our comrades of the
Spartakist Workers Party of Germany
scandalizing the BT’s German affiliate
for propagating “anti-Communist nostal-
gia about the Bundeswehr [German
army]” (“BT’s Anti-Soviet Embellish-
ment of German Imperialism,” WV No.
900, 12 October). The German BT,
Gruppe Spartakus, had written in Bol-
schewik (January 2006): “After the end of
the Cold War, there was a change in the
duties of the German Bundeswehr, which
was supposed to function as a defensive
army during the bloc confrontation.” The
January 2007 Bolschewik continued in

the same vein, arguing that “the army was
made smaller, in order to change it from
a defensive army into an offensive army
of attack.”

This was indeed a scandal. From World
War I through Hitler’s blitzkriegs against
the Soviet Union to the heavy tank forma-
tions lined up against East Germany and
the USSR during the Cold War, it is not
news to students of history or pretty much
anybody who reads and thinks that the
German military is relentlessly aggres-
sive in pursuit of the imperialist interests
of the German bourgeoisie. As our Ger-
man comrades noted, “The impulse to
describe the functions of the army of Ger-
man imperialism as ‘defensive’ during

-
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the ‘bloc confrontation” with the Soviet
Union and its Warsaw Pact allies flows
straight from the Cold War mythology
that the ‘democratic’ West was threatened
by ‘Soviet expansionism’.”

Caught out by our criticism, the BT
issued a non-denial denial in a Web post-
ing, “Reply to WV No. 900,” dated Octo-
ber 23. The BT whines that it had already
supposedly “repudiated the ‘defensive
army’ formulation in a posting on the
German section of our website” and
appends a translation of this “correction,”
titled “‘Defensive Army’—A Mistaken
Formulation” and dated July 14. The Ger-
man BT’s “correction” simply further
confirms our point. It states:

“We do not consider that West German
imperialism had a purely defensive strat-

egy exclusively concerned with territo-
rial defense. Our misleading formulation

was intended to describe how the orienta-
tion of the Bundeswehr changed after the
counterrevolutionary destruction of the
Warsaw Pact.”
Not “purely defensive”? Not “exclusively
concerned with territorial defense”? It’s
no accident that the BT’s “correction” is
accompanied by an appendix attacking
the International Communist League for
our unconditional military defense of the
deformed and degenerated workers states,
including our support to the suppression
of imperialist-backed, counterrevolution-
ary Solidarnosé. And it was our Soviet
defensism that led the individuals who
would later make up the BT, in Germany
as elsewhere, to quit our party.

In addition to being caught out, again,
for its Stalinophobic hostility to the
Trotskyist program, the BT is no doubt
reeling from our further exposure of its
leader, one Bill Logan. Logan was ex-
pelled from our organization for crimes
against communist morality and ele-
mentary human decency; the documen-
tary record has been published in the
ICL’s two-volume Logan Dossier. We
fully intend to continue our exposure of
the BT’s combination of retrograde poli-
tics and sinister pathology as an elemen-
tary act of hygiene within the workers
movement. B

Documentary Evidence and
Testimony in the August 1979
Trial and Expulsion of Bill Logan
from the international Spartacist
tendency for Crimes Against
Communist Morality and
Elementary Human Decency

Two volumes, $5 each
August 2007 (189 pages total)

Order from/pay to:
Spartacist Publishing Co.

Toronto ............ Box 7198, Station A, Toronto, ON M5W 1X8, (416) 593-4138 Box 1377 GPO - o
spartcan@on.aibn.com New York, NY 10116
....... ox 2717, Main P.O., Vancouver, V6B 3X2, (604) 687-0353
Vancouver B Main PO., V. BC (604)
\_ trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com Y,

The Logan Dossier

International Communist League %
(Fourth Internationalist)

THE LOGAN DOSSIER
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CLASS-STRUGGLE DEFENSE NOTES

Protest “War on Terror” Arrests
of Maori Activists, Leftists!

New Zealand

The following was issued as a leaf-
let on October 24 by the Partisan Defence
Committee, a legal and social defense
organization associated with the Sparta-
cist League/Australia, section of the Inter-
national Communist League.

Numerous protests were held across
New Zealand following the racist and
deeply repressive 15 October “anti-terror”
raids on Maori, peace and environmental
activists. On 19 October up to 1,000 peo-
ple in the township of Whakatane marched
on the local police station in outrage at
police actions, which included house raids
and reportedly the boarding of a school bus
by a gun-toting cop. Protesters carried plac-

ards saying, “He taonga te mokopuna [our
children are treasures],” “We are not terror-
ists, we’ve been terrorised” and “Don’t
point the gun at me! I’'m under 5 (New
Zealand Weekend Herald, 20 October).
The following statement, produced on
18 October by the Partisan Defence Com-
mittee (PDC) in Australia, was distributed
in Auckland at a protest outside the Dis-
trict Court on Friday, 19 October, at a
protest rally in the city the following day
as well as at Auckland University. The
city rally, which included leftists, Maori
activists and civil rights campaigners,
marched from Aotea Square to the Auck-
land Central Police Station. While there
some protesters attempted to pull down
the New Zealand flag with police emblem
and replace it with the Maori sovereignty
flag. This attempt resulted in a brief scuf-

fle between police and activists with the
activists escaping.

The PDC protest statement was well
received, particularly by Maori activists.
It was announced at Saturday’s rally that
international protests against the outra-
geous raids were being planned for the
following week.

* * *

We protest the arrest and detention of 17
Maori, anarchist and environmental activ-
ists in raids carried out across New Zea-
land in the early hours of 15 October by
hundreds of heavily armed police of the
Clark Labour-led government. One of
those arrested was veteran Maori sover-
eignty campaigner, Tame Iti. Mr Iti, Jamie
Lockett and others whose names have not
been released have been denied bail. While

one Wellington judge described the infor-
mation backing charges against four of
these who appeared in her court as “scant,”
police have threatened further arrests
amidst a hysterical media campaign.

Using the criminal attacks on the
World Trade Center in 2001 and the sub-
sequent Bali and London bombings as a
pretext, capitalist rulers from London
to Washington to Canberra and now Well-
ington have seized the opportunity to jack
up state repression, accompanied by rac-
ist hysteria in the service of suppressing
Maori, trade unionists and leftists and
youth opposed to bloody colonial occu-
pations from Iraq to the Pacific.

Augmented police powers are being
wielded to accustom people to the restric-
tion of democratic rights and create a cli-
mate of fear aimed at quashing in advance
any social struggle against the bloated
capitalist profit system that consigns the
working class and oppressed to increased
exploitation and misery.

The 2002 Terrorism Suppression Act
was used to justify the warrants for the
arrests. While targeting Maori activists
today, these measures ultimately threaten
all opponents of New Zealand imperialism,
the entire workers movement and the left.
They are really about political suppression.
We call on the workers movement in New
Zealand and internationally to rally against
this outrageous witchhunt. Free all the
arrested activists! Drop the charges!n

Nebraska Court Ruling Against Imprisoned Black Militant

Free Ed Poindexter and Mondo we Langa'

Class-war prisoner Ed Poindexter
suffered a further blow to his fight for
freedom on September 10 when Douglas
County, Nebraska, District Judge Russell
Bowie rejected his request for a new
trial. This ruling flew in the face of new
evidence proving that key witnesses per-
jured themselves at the 1971 trial in
which Poindexter and his co-defendant
Wopashitwe Mondo Eyen we Langa,
then known as David Rice, were con-
victed of murder and sentenced to
life. Black Panther Party supporters and
former leaders of the Omaha National
Committee to Combat Fascism, Poindex-
ter and Mondo were framed up as part of
the Feds’ notorious Counter-Intelligence
Program (COINTELPRO).

After a cop was killed by a bomb explo-
sion in a vacant house in August 1970,
Omaha police rounded up dozens of black
people in a racist dragnet. Duane Peak,
a scared 15-year-old, confessed to plac-
ing the bomb. After initially stating he
acted alone, Peak was threatened with
the death sentence and offered a deal in
which he would be sentenced as a juve-
nile in exchange for helping to frame up
Mondo and Poindexter. Although Peak
named four others as well, the prosecut-
ing attorney, Art O’Leary, said he was
only interested in Mondo and Poindexter.

At trial, Peak testified that it was he
who made the 911 call to lure cops to
the abandoned building. But in the hear-
ing before Judge Bowie held this May,

22nd Annual Holiday Appeal
for Class-War Prisoners

Free Mumia
Abu-Jamal!

Abolish the Racist Death Penalty!

Bay Area
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vocal analyst Tom Owen testified that
after studying a taped copy of the long-
suppressed emergency call, he confirmed
that Peak could not have made that phone
call. The suppression of this tape is no
accident. A 1970 FBI memorandum made
available through the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act records a warning by the
Omaha Assistant Chief of Police that use
of the tapes “might be prejudicial” to the
trial of Poindexter and Rice.

Ed Poindexter
(left), Mondo we

Nat Weinstein

Though Peak’s clearly coerced testi-
mony was shown to be bogus, Judge
Bowie ruled that the 911 call constituted
“but one part of the evidence against the
defendant.” The other “evidence,” cop
testimony that dynamite was recovered
from Mondo’s basement, was equally
specious. Jack Swanson, the Omaha PD
Intelligence Division liaison with the
FBI, testified at trial that he found the

continued on page 9

After months of harassment and
provocations, Jamal Hart, son of death
row political prisoner Mumia Abu-
Jamal, has been transferred to the fed-
eral prison in Loretto, Pennsylvania, a
low-security facility. Hart was sen-
tenced in 1998 to 1512 years on bogus
firearms possession charges. A recipi-
ent of the Partisan Defense Commit-
tee program of monthly stipends to
class-war prisoners, Hart was framed
up for his prominent activism in the
campaign to free his father.

Hart’s transfer from the FCI Schuyl-
kill prison was held up for many
months because his security level had
been manipulated. This was the work
of Case Manager Walter Whalen, who
made his motivation clear by promi-
nently displaying inside the prison a

Jamal Hart Wins
Prison Transfer

Fraternal Order of Police poster con-
demning Mumia. The harassment was
stepped up when Hart filed an appeal
after the February denial of his habeas
corpus petition which, if granted,
would have freed him. In April, Hart
was thrown into solitary for a month.
After his release from solitary, he con-
tinued to be denied all non-legal per-
sonal visits and phone calls. Hart’s
habeas appeal was denied by the same
Third Circuit Court of Appeals that is
currently considering Mumia’s appeal.
Free Jamal Hart! Free Mumia!

* * *

You can write to Jamal Hart at:
Jamal Hart #50597-066, FCI Loretto,
Federal Correctional Institution, P.O.
Box 1000, Loretto, PA 15940.
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For Warkers Revolution In Iran!

Down with the Shah!
Don't Bow to Khomeini!

AL

15 December 1978 i

Resistance

Pk s
Jahangir Razmi

As labor upsurge threatened the Shah’s regime in 1978, Spartacists called for workers revolution, warned against Khomeini’s theocratic forces. Left: Iranian oil
workers on strike in October 1978. Right: Iranian firing squad slaughters Kurdish rebels in August 1979, only months after mullahs came to power.

Iran...

(continued from page 1)

On November 5, Pakistani police blood-
ily attacked thousands of demonstra-
tors who had gathered in Lahore and
other cities to protest the imposition of
martial law. The Bush administration,
while expressing “concern” over the sit-
uation, has made clear that billions in
aid will continue to flow to the Mushar-
raf regime, particularly funds slated for
“counterterrorism.”

While the Democrats (and some
Republicans) criticize the Bush adminis-
tration for its handling of the Iraq occu-
pation, there is bipartisan consensus to
go after Iran, though with some falling
out over the details. Senator Hillary
Clinton, the leading Democratic presi-
dential candidate, voted in September to
declare Iran’s Revolutionary Guard a for-
eign terrorist organization, for which she
was condemned by rivals John Edwards
and Barack Obama, who accused her of
giving Bush a “blank check” against
Iran. Obama, interviewed by the New
York Times (2 November), declared that
if elected president he “would offer eco-
nomic inducements and a possible pro-
mise not to seek ‘regime change’ if Iran
stopped meddling in Iraq and cooperated
on terrorism and nuclear issues.” It takes
some chutzpah for U.S. politicians to
complain about Iranian “meddling” in
Irag when U.S. troops have devastated
that country in enforcing a vicious oc-
cupation. Meanwhile, both Obama and
Edwards have emphasized that they
would keep “all options,” including the
threat of military attack, “on the table” in
dealing with Iran.

Widespread sentiment against the Iraq
occupation in the American populace
redounded to the benefit of the Demo-
cratic Party during last year’s midterm
elections, in part thanks to the services
of the reformist left, which tried mightily
to build an “antiwar movement” prem-
ised on pro-Democratic Party “Any-
body but Bush” politics. Now, how-
ever, even mainstream Democratic voters
are bitterly complaining that electing
Democrats has not made a dent. The
Democratic Party is the other party of
blood—drenched U.S. imperialism. Dur-
ing his presidency, Bill Clinton over-
saw the murderous sanctions against Iraq
and bombed Serbia into submission in
1999 while conducting the same type of
bloody “surgical strikes” in Afghanistan,
Sudan, Iraq and the Balkans that the
Bush gang is planning against Iran.

In no small part, the Democrats and
other opponents of Bush’s policies worry
that the Iraq debacle has damaged U.S.
imperialism’s interests in the Near East
and beyond, including by overstretching
the military, which continues to have
trouble finding new recruits. The Iraq
occupation has diverted the U.S. rulers’
attention from more strategically impor-
tant areas, in particular China, the largest
and most powerful of the remaining
bureaucratically deformed workers states
and the imperialists’ key target for capi-
talist counterrevolution. We stand for the
unconditional military defense of the
Chinese, North Korean, Cuban and Viet-
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namese deformed workers states against
imperialism and domestic counterrevolu-
tion. We support North Korea’s testing
and development of nukes as a deterrent
against imperialist blackmail.

Defeat Imperialism Through
Workers Revolution!

Democrats and Republicans both por-
tray Iran’s Islamic regime as a bunch of
demented fanatics, and Bush has even
ludicrously accused the Shi’ite govern-
ment in Iran of arming Sunni fighters in
Iraq. According to Frank Rich’s New
York Times column, some 52 percent of
the U.S. population now supports a “pre-
emptive” strike on Iran. But the real
nuclear crazies are the U.S. imperialists,
who have not only acquired the means to

question of the rights of women played a
central role. While most of the interna-
tional left howled along with the imperi-
alists against the Soviets, we said, “Hail
Red Army in Afghanistan! Extend social
gains of October Revolution to Afghan
peoples!”

U.S. policy has been to back the
forces of Islamic reaction, except when
these forces have been arrayed against
America’s client regimes, like the Shah
of Iran, who was overthrown in 1979.
What culminated with an “Islamic Revo-
lution” in fact began with a major prole-
tarian upsurge that in particular involved
Iran’s heavily Arab and strategic oil
workers. But the prospect of workers
revolution, which would have radically
changed the political terrain in the Near

Tehran: Iranian students march with banner reading, “Nuclear Energy Is Our

Obvious Right,” April 9.

destroy the world many times over but
have actually carried out nuclear terror,
incinerating some 200,000 Japanese peo-
ple in the atomic bombing of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki in 1945. The true enemy
of working people, minorities and the
oppressed in the U.S. is the U.S. bour-
geoisie. The ruling class that is today
threatening Iran is the same capitalist
class that has slashed the pensions,
health care and jobs of America’s work-
ing people while shredding democratic
rights through the reactionary “war on
terror.”

As for Islamic reaction, the U.S. rulers
fostered its growth for decades as a
bulwark against “godless” Communism
and even secular nationalism. In 1950,
John Foster Dulles, who was later Secre-
tary of State during the Eisenhower
presidency, wrote: “The religions of the
East are deeply rooted and have many
precious values. Their spiritual beliefs
cannot be reconciled with Communist
atheism and materialism. That creates a
common bond between us, and our task
is to find it and develop it.” This policy
found its highest expression in the fun-
neling of vast quantities of arms and
money to the Islamic fundamentalist ter-
rorists fighting Soviet troops in Afghani-
stan in the 1980s.

At the request of a modernizing nation-
alist regime in Afghanistan besieged by
fundamentalist forces, the USSR inter-
vened in 1979 to defend its southern
border. The Soviets intervened on the side
of social progress in Afghanistan in the
only civil war in history in which the

East and beyond, was betrayed as most
of the left in Iran and internationally
lined up behind the reactionary Islamic
forces of Ayatollah Khomeini in the
name of “anti-imperialism.”

In contrast, the International Commu-
nist League (then the international Spar-
tacist tendency) gave no political support
to Ayatollah Khomeini’s forces. We said:
“Down with the Shah! Don’t bow to
Khomeini! For workers revolution in
Iran!” We warned that absent a decisive
break by the working class with the
Islamic forces, the 1978-79 upheaval
would have a disastrous outcome. And
indeed, after taking power, the mullahs

enslaved women in the veil, slaughtered
thousands of leftists and trade unionists
and intensified repression against Kurds
and other minorities.

Today, Iran is a cauldron of discon-
tent. The regime of reactionary president
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is increasingly
unpopular. Fanatical decrees against
“Western haircuts,” music and culture
continue to stifle social life, especially
for the country’s women and youth,
while repression against opponents of
the regime and trade unionists intensi-
fies. The New York Times, cognizant of
the restlessness in Iran, warned in an
October 29 editorial that an American
bombing campaign would more likely
result in the mullahs and Ahmadinejad
being “turned into national heroes than
hung from lampposts.” Students, women,
trade unionists and national minorities
in Iran must have no illusions that their
liberation will come from a “regime
change” engineered by the imperialists.
The multinational Iranian working class,
leading all the oppressed behind it,
must overthrow the Persian-chauvinist,
clericalist regime. Key to this perspec-
tive is the forging of a Leninist workers
party. Such parties must be built through-
out the Near East—forged in struggle
against all forms of fundamentalism and
nationalism—to unite the proletariat in
struggle against the imperialists as well
as the region’s capitalist rulers. For a
socialist federation of the Near East!

In the U.S. and other advanced capital-
ist countries, the rapacious imperialist
rulers must be swept away through work-
ers revolutions. Imperialist war is not an
issue of narrow policy concerns of one
capitalist politician or another, but rather
the function of the capitalist system in its
decay. The struggle against imperialist
war must be part and parcel of a struggle
against the entire system of exploitation
and oppression. This requires a fight to
build a multiracial workers party by
breaking the political chains tying the
working class to its capitalist class
enemy, particularly through the labor
bureaucracy’s support to the Democrats.
The Spartacist League is committed to
forging the revolutionary workers party
needed to lead the struggle for workers
power to victory in the heartland of world
imperialism. ®

Q $10/22 issues of Workers Vanguard

international rates: $25/22 issues—Airmail

Q | would like to contribute $

(includes English-language Spartacist and Black History and the Class Struggle)
$10/22 issues—Seamail

Q $2/6 introductory issues of Workers Vanguard (includes English-language Spartacist)
Q $2/4 issues of Espartaco (en espanol) (includes Spanish-language Spartacist)
to the production of Workers Vanguard.

WORKERS VANGUARD

Marxist Working-Class Biweekly of the Spartacist League

O New 3 Renewal

Name
Address

Apt. #
City State Zip
Phone ( ) E-mail

Make checks payable/mail to: Spartacist Publishing Co., Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116

902




The Development and Extension of

Leon Trotsky’s Theory

of Permanent Revolution

Part One of this article appeared in
WYV No. 901 (26 October).

PART TWO

Mensheviks and Stalinists have long
portrayed the February Revolution, which
overthrew the Russian tsar, as the opening
of a necessary “first stage” of the Russian
Revolution. In fact, the February Rev-
olution resolved none of the radical-
democratic tasks of the “democratic dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and the
peasantry” outlined by V. I. Lenin in 1905.

In a 9 January 1917 “Lecture on the
1905 Revolution,” Lenin had already
dropped any mention of his 1905 for-
mula. His speech reflected the develop-
ment of the class struggle in Russia on the
eve of World War I, an interimperialist
war. After the 1907-10 years of reaction,
the proletariat had raised its head again.
By the first half of 1914, the level of strike
activity had reached heights not seen since
1905. And this time, some 80 percent of
the politically active workers were behind
the Bolsheviks.

In his speech, Lenin spoke of 1905 in
the terms of Trotsky’s permanent revolu-
tion: “In reality, the inexorable trend of the
Russian revolution was towards an armed,
decisive battle between the tsarist gov-
ernment and the vanguard of the class-
conscious proletariat.” Like Trotsky, he
now argued that the coming revolution
“can only be a proletarian revolution, and
in an even more profound sense of the
word: a proletarian, socialist revolution
also in its content.... Only class-conscious
proletarians can and will give leadership
to the vast majority of the exploited.”

World War I had a profound impact on
Lenin’s thinking. The Second Internation-
al had collapsed into social-chauvinism,
with most of its sections supporting their
own national bourgeoisies in the war. This
led Lenin to generalize the split course
with the Russian Mensheviks, which he
had made definitive in 1912. He conclud-
ed that opportunism was not a vestigial
or localized phenomenon; rather, as he
laid out in his monumental study, Impe-
rialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism
(1916), the superprofits derived from the
imperialists’ exploitation of the colonies
provided a material basis for an oppor-
tunist, pro-capitalist layer in the workers
movement. Lenin fought for a complete
break internationally from all reformist
and centrist currents and raised the call for
a Third International. Against the social-
chauvinists and social-pacifists, he called
for a policy of revolutionary defeatism
against all the warring bourgeoisies and
raised the slogan: Turn the imperialist war
into a civil war!
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Petrograd, February 1917. Above: International Women’s Day protest
touched off February Revolution; banner demands increased rations
for soldiers’ families. Below: Revolutionaries take aim at Petrograd
police headquarters.

The war had cut across the upsurge in
class struggle in Russia, as an initial burst
of patriotism inundated the proletariat.
But the reactionary mood did not last
too long. The horrors of the war spoke
louder than all the priests and patriots.
Russia was to see five and a half million
soldiers killed, wounded or captured.
Women slaved in munitions plants for
pitiful wages while a “shower of gold”
rained on war profiteers.

The February Revolution was triggered
by a strike of mostly women textile
workers in Petrograd (as St. Petersburg
was renamed after Russia went to war
with Germany) on International Women’s
Day, demanding increased war rations.
Street clashes with the forces of “order”
resulted in numerous casualties. But in
the end, the tsar could find no loyal
troops and was forced to abdicate. Sovi-
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ets (councils) were immediately elected
in the factories and army garrisons and at
the front. In the provinces, police and
state officials were arrested or sent pack-
ing. In the capital, the autocracy had been
overthrown by the workers, but the gov-
ernment that emerged was a bourgeois
government.

Trotsky remarked in his History of the
Russian Revolution (1932) that the Febru-
ary Revolution represented the awakening
of the peasant-based army. The first wave
of army delegates elected to the soviets
consisted heavily of literate petty bour-
geois who largely supported the peasant-
based Socialist-Revolutionaries (SRs). The
war thus gave the SRs as well as the
reformist Mensheviks, who represented
urban petty-bourgeois layers as well as a
section of the workers, a massive but his-
torically accidental initial preponderance
in the workers and soldiers soviets.

Even as street fighting was still raging
in Petrograd in February, the Provisional
Government was formed with the aim of
erecting a constitutional monarchy. Mean-
while, within the soviets, the SR and
Menshevik delegates, loyal to bourgeois
republicanism, held the insurgent work-
ers and peasants in check and desper-
ately appealed to the bourgeoisie to take
political power. But the masses were
hostile to the bourgeoisie and looked to
the soviets. That made these organs,
despite their treacherous leadership, the
de facto power in the country. Thus the
paradox of the February Revolution: the
workers, many of them inspired by the
Bolsheviks, carried out the revolution,
yet the government that came out of it
was bourgeois.

The February Revolution resulted in
a situation of dual power. As Lenin
described in “The Dual Power” (April
1917), “Alongside the Provisional Gov-
ernment, the government of the bour-
geoisie, another government has arisen,
so far weak and incipient, but undoubt-
edly a government that actually exists
and is growing—the Soviets of Workers’
and Soldiers’ Deputies.” This situation
could not persist—one class or the other
would have to rule.

Lenin Rearms the Bolsheviks

Meanwhile, the Bolshevik Party, with
Lenin still in exile in Switzerland, was
being steered on a conciliationist course
under J. V. Stalin and Lev Kamenev, who
were veteran Bolsheviks. Taking over the
Bolsheviks’ central organ, Pravda, upon
their return from Siberian exile in March
1917, Stalin and Kamenev used Lenin’s
old formula of the “democratic dictator-
ship” to trample on Lenin’s uncompro-
mising opposition to the liberal bour-
geoisie. The 15 March issue of Pravda,
the first to list Stalin and Kamenev as
editors, came out for support to the bour-
geois Provisional Government “in so far
as it struggles against reaction and coun-
terrevolution.” Turning sharply against
the Bolsheviks’ revolutionary defeatism,
Pravda declared to Russian soldiers that
“every man must remain at his fighting
post” and that “all ‘defeatism,” or rather
what an undiscriminating press protected
by the tsarist censorship has branded
with that name, died at the moment when
the first revolutionary regiment appeared
on the streets of Petrograd.” Pravda also
called for the merger of the Menshevik
and Bolshevik parties.

In his report to a March 1917 Bolshe-
vik party conference, Stalin sounded
like the Menshevik Georgi Plekhanov
denouncing the December 1905 Moscow
insurrection for antagonizing the bour-
geoisie. Stalin stated: “It is not to our ad-
vantage at present to force events, hasten-
ing the process of repelling the bourgeois
layers, who will in the future inevitably
withdraw from us. It is necessary for us
to gain time by putting a brake on the
splitting away of the middle-bourgeois
layers” (“Draft Protocol of the March
1917 All-Russian Conference of Party
Workers”). He also declared, “Insofar as
the Provisional Government fortifies the
steps of the revolution, to that extent we
must support it; but insofar as it is coun-
terrevolutionary, support to the Provi-
sional Government is not permissible.”

To the Mensheviks’ offer of fusion
raised at this conference, Stalin respond-
ed, “We must do it. It is necessary to
define our proposal for a basis of union.”
The Menshevik and SR leaders were jubi-
lant, but there were numerous protests
from Bolshevik cadres. As the worker-
Bolshevik Alexander Shlyapnikov, a Cen-
tral Committee member, put it: “The
indignation in the party locals was enor-
mous, and when the proletarians found
out that Pravda had been seized by three
former editors arriving from Siberia they
demanded their expulsion from the party”
(quoted in Trotsky, The History of the Rus-
sian Revolution).

Lenin was reading Pravda with alarm.
Even before he returned from exile on
April 3, he warned in his “Letters from
Afar” that the Provisional Government
was a bourgeois government and that the
slightest support to it meant support of the
imperialist war. When he finally arrived
and gave his famous speech atop an
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armored car at the Finland Station, its
effect on the Bolsheviks was electrifying.
In the face of the official delegation
of social-patriots sent to greet him, he
spoke in honor of the German revolution-
ary Marxist leader Karl Liebknecht, who
had been imprisoned for his opposition to
the war and had denounced those “social-
ists” who supported their own bour-
geoisies as guilty of class treason. For
Lenin, any support to the Provisional Gov-
ernment was a split issue.

In his “April Theses,” Lenin explained
that it was only “owing to the insufficient
class-consciousness and organisation of
the proletariat” that power had been
allowed to pass into the hands of the bour-
geoisie at this stage (“The Tasks of the
Proletariat in the Present Revolution,”
April 1917). “The country is passing from
the first stage of the revolution,” wrote
Lenin, “to its second stage, which must
place power in the hands of the pro-
letariat and the poorest sections of the
peasants.” When Pravda published Lenin’s
“Theses” on April 7, not a single other
Central Committee member signed them.

In a rejoinder published in the next
day’s Pravda, Kamenev used much the
same language to denounce Lenin’s “April
Theses” that the Stalinists would later use
against Trotsky’s permanent revolution:
“As for Comrade Lenin’s general scheme,
it appears to us unacceptable, inasmuch
as it proceeds from the assumption that
the bourgeois-democratic revolution is
completed, and builds on the immediate
transformation of this revolution into a
socialist revolution.” Quoting Kamenev’s
statement, Lenin replied in “Letters on
Tactics” (April 1917):

“After the [February] revolution, the
power is in the hands of a different class,
a new class, namely, the bourgeoisie....
“To this extent, the bourgeois, or
the bourgeois-democratic, revolution in
Russia is completed.

“But at this point we hear a clamour
of protest from people who readily
call themselves ‘old Bolsheviks.” Didn’t
we always maintain, they say, that
the bourgeois-democratic revolution is
completed only by the ‘revolutionary-
democratic dictatorship of the proletariat
and the peasantry’?...

“My answer is: The Bolshevik slogans
and ideas on the whole have been con-
firmed by history; but concretely things
have worked out differently....

“The person who now speaks only of a
‘revolutionary-democratic dictatorship of
the proletariat and the peasantry’ is be-
hind the times, consequently, he has in
effect gone over to the petty bourgeoisie
against the proletarian class struggle;
that person should be consigned to the
archive of ‘Bolshevik’ pre-revolutionary
antiques.”

Stalin receded into the shadows, con-
fining his criticism of the “April Theses”
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Lenin addressing Petrograd Soviet, April 1917.

to their “impracticality” while quietly sid-
ing with the conciliators. Kamenev, later
joined by Zinoviev, led the charge against
Lenin, right up to their open strikebreak-
ing against the revolution when they pub-
licly denounced Bolshevik plans for an
insurrection on the eve of October.

Lenin concluded in an article written
after he won a majority of the Bolshevik All-
Russian Conference in April to his side:
“Only assumption of power by the prole-
tariat, backed by the semi-proletarians, can
give the country a really strong and really
revolutionary government” (“A Strong Rev-
olutionary Government,” May 1917). Lenin
had in effect adopted the program of Trot-
sky’s permanent revolution.

Trotsky and Lenin Reunite

At the same time, Trotsky had come to
recognize the correctness of Lenin’s bit-
ter struggle from 1903 on to build a dis-
ciplined, programmatically solid vanguard
party. In the period before the 1903 split
between the Bolsheviks and Mensheviks
at the Russian Social Democratic Labor
Party (RSDLP) Second Congress, Trot-
sky had earned the nickname of “Lenin’s
cudgel.” But in 1903, Trotsky balked at
Lenin’s insistence on a hard party of pro-
fessional revolutionaries. However, he
also opposed the Mensheviks’ orientation
to the liberal bourgeoisie.

Trotsky declared himself to be outside
both factions. He worked closely with the
Bolsheviks in the 1905 Revolution, but in
the years that followed, his attempts
to unify all factions cut against Lenin’s
fights to sharply differentiate revolution-
aries from opportunists and inevitably led
Trotsky into episodic rotten blocs against
the Bolsheviks. This came to a head in
1912, after the Bolsheviks’ final split
with the Menshevik faction, when they

o Left: Provisional
Government cabinet
of ministers
including Prince
Lvov (bottom left),
Alexander Kerensky
(bottom, third from
left) and Pavel
Miliukov (bottom,
second from right).
Below: First session
of Moscow Soviet of
Workers’ and
Soldiers’ Deputies,
February 1917.
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constituted themselves as a separate
party. In August 1912 Trotsky took the
lead in organizing a conference with
“pro-party” Mensheviks in Vienna—what
became infamous as the “August Bloc”—
which sought to reverse the split.

Once the February Revolution had
taken care of tsarism and brought the
supposedly “democratic” bourgeoisie to
power, the majority of the Menshevik
leadership joined the bulk of the Second
International in adopting a line of “defens-
ism” toward its “own” ruling class. Under
the impact of the war and Lenin’s scath-
ing polemics against his conciliationist
efforts, Trotsky was increasingly drawn
toward Lenin’s insistence on a complete
break with opportunism.

Thus in 1917, Trotsky and Lenin were
in agreement on the decisive questions of
the party and the class character of the
revolution. Upon his return from exile on
May 4, Trotsky did not immediately join
the Bolsheviks but worked with them
while in the leftward-moving Mezhray-
ontsi (Inter-Borough) organization, which
he steered toward fusion with the Bolshe-
viks. The fusion was consummated at the
Bolsheviks’ Sixth Congress which began
in late July. As Lenin later acknowledged,
once Trotsky had recognized the impos-
sibility of unification with the Men-
sheviks, “from that time on there has
been no better Bolshevik” (quoted in
Trotsky, The Stalin School of Falsifica-
tion [1937]).

Throughout the events of 1917, Lenin
pounded on the need for a proletarian
seizure of state power. After the first Pro-
visional Government was brought down
in a firestorm of outrage over its pledge
to continue the hated imperialist war, a
new government was formed in early
May. SR and Menshevik leaders for-
mally accepted ministerial portfolios.
Lenin explained that the Russian bour-
geoisie had “resorted to a method which
for many decades, ever since 1848, has
been practised by the capitalists of other
countries in order to fool, divide and
weaken the workers. This method is
known as a ‘coalition’ government, i.e.,
a joint cabinet formed of members of the
bourgeoisie and turncoats from social-
ism.” He went on:

“The simpletons of the Socialist-
Revolutionary and Menshevik parties were
jubilant and fatuously bathed in the rays
of the ministerial glory of their leaders.
The capitalists gleefully rubbed their
hands at having found helpers against the
people in the persons of the ‘leaders of
the Soviets’ and at having secured their
promise to support ‘offensive operations
at the front,’ i.e., a resumption of the
imperialist predatory war, which had
come to a standstill for a while.”
—*“Lessons of the Revolution”
(August 1917)

In his classic work The State and Rev-
olution (September 1917), Lenin re-
trieved the writings of Marx and Engels
on the question of the state from under a
mountain of social-democratic obfusca-
tion. Pointing to the key lesson Marx
drew from the experience of the 1871
Paris Commune, when the Parisian prole-
tariat held power for nearly three months
before being bloodily crushed, Lenin
cited Marx’s statement in The Civil War in
France (1871) that “the working class
cannot simply lay hold of the ready-made
state machinery and wield it for its own

purposes.” Lenin explained: “Marx’s idea
is that the working class must break up,
smash the ‘ready-made state machinery,’
and not confine itself merely to laying
hold of it.”

Lenin revived Marx’s understanding
that the proletariat cannot maintain an
alliance with, let alone lead, the peas-
antry unless the workers wield state
power: “The proletariat needs state power,
a centralised organisation of force, an
organisation of violence, both to crush
the resistance of the exploiters and to
lead the enormous mass of the popula-
tion—the peasants, the petty bourgeoisie,
and semi-proletarians—in the work of
organising a socialist economy.”

Having already dropped his earlier
formula of a “revolutionary democratic
dictatorship of the proletariat and the
peasantry,” Lenin explicitly asserted that
the state could not represent two differ-
ent classes:

“The essence of Marx’s theory of the
state has been mastered only by those
who realise that the dictatorship of a sin-
gle class is necessary not only for every
class society in general, not only for the
proletariat which has overthrown the
bourgeoisie, but also for the entire his-
torical period which separates capitalism
from ‘classless society,” from commu-
nism. Bourgeois states are most varied in
form, but their essence is the same: all
these states, whatever their form, in the
final analysis are inevitably the dictator-
ship of the bourgeoisie. The transition
from capitalism to communism is cer-
tainly bound to yield a tremendous abun-
dance and variety of political forms, but
the essence will inevitably be the same:
the dictatorship of the proletariat.”
When the Bolsheviks led the proletariat
to power in October 1917, they gave flesh
and blood to the Marxist understanding
of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

The Comintern and the
Colonial Revolution

The October Revolution had an elec-
trifying effect internationally. It was felt
most immediately among the workers of
the other warring European powers,
especially Germany. But the tidal wave it
set off reached far beyond Europe,
including throughout the colonial world.

Prominent among those drawn to the
banner of Communism were students
and other intellectuals who wanted to
overcome profound social oppression,
autocratic government and subservience
to imperialism in their own countries and
had become disillusioned in the capacity
of their own weak, corrupt bourgeoi-
sies to achieve anything resembling the
Great French Revolution of 1789-93. But
the early Communist International (CI)
was still breaking new ground when it
addressed the question of the relation-
ship of Communist parties in the colonial
world to bourgeois-nationalist movements.
The Bolsheviks expected workers revolu-
tion in the imperialist centers to by and
large resolve the colonial question.

The Comintern’s early work on the
national and colonial question was large-
ly aimed at drawing a hard programmatic
line between the Communists and the
chauvinist cesspool of the Second Inter-
national. Before World War I, there had
been a spread of attitudes on the colonial
question within the Second International.
On the left wing were many who soli-
darized with the colonial victims of their
“own” rulers. But these Kautskyan “par-
ties of the whole class” also included
right-wing elements who championed
the “civilizing” mission of imperialism
(and were sometimes openly racist
toward “lesser” peoples overseas and at
home). Once the war broke out, the pro-
war Socialist leaders acted as recruiters
for the imperialists’ efforts to defend and
extend their colonial empires.

Lenin drew the sharpest line against such
social-chauvinism. He insisted, “Repu-
diation of the right to self-determination,
i.e., the right of nations to secede, means
nothing more than defence of the privi-
leges of the dominant nation” (“The
Right of Nations to Self-Determination,”
1914). A working class in bloc with its
own rulers against oppressed nations and
the colonial masses would never make a
socialist revolution.

continued on page 8
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The “21 Conditions” adopted at the
Second CI Congress in 1920 demanded
that the Communist parties in the impe-
rialist countries support “every libera-
tion movement in the colonies not only
in words but in deeds” and carry out
“systematic propaganda among their own
country’s troops against any oppression
of colonial peoples.” At the same time,
the Second Congress “Theses on the
National and Colonial Questions” warned
against subordinating the colonial prole-
tariat to the bourgeoisie, stating: “The
Communist International must enter into
a temporary alliance with bourgeois
democracy in the colonial and backward
countries, but should not merge with it,
and should under all circumstances up-
hold the independence of the proletarian
movement, even if it is in its most embry-
onic form.”

The Second Congress had not yet as-
similated the significance of the changes
wrought by the world war. Before 1914
there had been virtually no industrial
development in the colonial and semi-
colonial countries, whose economies were
built around agriculture and the extrac-
tion of raw materials for the benefit of
the imperialist powers. But with the dis-
ruption of international trade and the
emphasis on war production in the bel-
ligerent powers, countries such as China
and India experienced substantial indus-
trial growth and the rapid development
of a militant, young proletariat. The war
choked off the supply of consumer goods
and capital from the West European
powers, giving a powerful impetus to
local capitalist industry.

Unlike India, China was not an out-
right colony. The Chinese Revolution of
1911, led by Sun Yat-sen’s bourgeois-
nationalist movement, had overthrown
the decrepit Qing (Manchu) dynasty, which
was beholden to the imperialist powers.
However, the country was soon riven by
warlordism and remained prostrate be-
fore the Western and Japanese imperial-
ists, chopped up into “spheres of influ-
ence.” On the other hand, by 1919 there
were some 1.5 million industrial work-
ers, concentrated in large enterprises in a
few urban centers (see “The Origins of
Chinese Trotskyism,” Spartacist [English-
language edition] No. 53, Summer 1997).
These changes gave the Chinese prole-
tariat great potential social power; how-
ever, by themselves they did not answer
the question of whether this proletariat, a
tiny minority in a country of extreme
social backwardness, could become polit-
ically conscious and contest for state power.
By the time this question was posed
pointblank in 1925-27, the Comintern
had begun its qualitative degeneration.

The “Anti-Imperialist
United Front”

At its Fourth Congress in November-
December 1922, the CI introduced the
slogan of an “anti-imperialist united front”
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in its “Theses on the Eastern Question.”
This went beyond the correct considera-
tion of common actions against imperial-
ism with bourgeois forces in the colonial
and semicolonial world and mooted a
political bloc with such forces on the
basis of a minimum program of demo-
cratic demands.

While remaining critical of the colonial
bourgeoisie, the Theses were ambiguous
on the key question of the proletariat’s
relationship to it: “The proletariat sup-
ports and advances such partial demands
as an independent democratic republic,
the abolition of all feudal rights and priv-
ileges, the introduction of women’s rights,
etc., in so far as it cannot, with the rela-
tion of forces as it exists at present, make
the implementation of its soviet pro-
gramme the immediate task of the day.”
Implicitly the Theses posed a Menshe-
vik, “two-stage” program for the colonial
revolution, with the first stage being a
democratic struggle against imperialism.

Though the Theses were vague about
the work of Communist sections in the
backward countries, the Congress dele-
gate from the Communist Party of Indo-
nesia (PKI), Tan Malaka, openly defended
his party’s prior entry into the bourgeois-
nationalist Islamic League (Sarekat Islam).
The PKI’s practice clearly ran counter to
the Second Congress insistence on the
political independence of the proletariat
from the bourgeois nationalists. And
where the Second Congress had stressed
“the need to combat Pan-Islamism and
similar trends, which strive to combine
the liberation movement against Euro-
pean and American imperialism with an
attempt to strengthen the positions of the
khans, landowners, and mullahs, etc.,”
the Fourth Congress Theses instead neu-
trally asserted, “As the national liberation
movements grow and mature, the reli-
gious-political slogans of pan-Islamism
will be replaced by political demands.”

Well before the Fourth Congress, CI
chairman Gregory Zinoviev had declared
at the First Congress of the Toilers of the
Far East that a “division of the program of
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the Communist Parties into a minimum
program and maximum program...must
be considered valid in the immediate
future particularly for the countries of the
Far East, to the extent that the next stage
of development of these countries is the
democratic overturn and the independent
—political and economic—class organi-
zation of the proletariat” (“Theses on the
Tasks of Communists in the Far East,”
January 1922).

When Bolshevik Central Committee
member and future Left Oppositionist
A.A. Joffe was commissioned as the head
of a Soviet diplomatic mission to negoti-

ECCI. Lacking an alternative to Maring’s
course, and in an effort to pressure Sun
Yat-sen to act against the imperialists in
China, Joffe signed a January 1923 “non-
aggression pact” with the GMD that
foreswore attempts to introduce commu-
nism into China. That August, a Politburo
motion by Stalin assigning Mikhail
Borodin as Political Adviser to Sun
stated: “To instruct comrade Borodin in
his work with Sun Yat-sen to be guided by
the interests of the national liberation
movement in China, and not at all be dis-
tracted by aims of planting communism in
China” (emphasis added). Stalin got his
way. At its third national conference that
year, the CCP voted to turn the partial
entry into a full entry and resolved that
the “GMD should be the central force of
the national revolution and should assume
its leadership.”

By the time of the Fourth Congress of
the CI, Lenin was increasingly sidelined
by illness, and an anti-Trotsky “Troika”
(triumvirate) of Stalin, Zinoviev and Lev
Kamenev coalesced and came to the fore
in the Soviet Communist Party and the
CI. All five members of the CCP Central
Committee had initially opposed entry
into the GMD. Their objections should
have been fully discussed and debated
inside the Comintern. But these differ-
ences were kept secret from opponents of
the bureaucratic clique then congealing at
the top of the Soviet state and Comintern.

Even so, Trotsky opposed the Troika’s
line on entry into the GMD when it came
up for a vote in the Politburo in 1923 and
thereafter. While Trotsky kept his overt
opposition to the Troika within the Polit-
buro, he at the same time distinguished
himself publicly by warning the Commu-
nists of the East against blending their

Muravel-Guide

Group of delegates to Fourth Comintern Congress, 1922. Nikolai Bukharin is
leaning against Gregory Zinoviev at lower right; CCP leader Chen Duxiu is in
middle of photo, above and to left of Zinoviev.

ate with Sun Yat-sen’s Guomindang
(Nationalist Party—GMD), he sought to
hew to the principled stance adopted at
the Second Congress as against the poli-
cies then being pushed by the emissary
of the CI's Executive Committee (ECCI)
in China. In a 22 July 1922 letter to
the Russian Communist Party Politburo,
Joffe asserted:
“Our policy in China, as throughout the
world, must above all else pursue the
goals of world proletarian revolution....
In internal Chinese politics, conduct a
line for the national liberation and uni-
fication of China and the creation of
a united, truly independent and free-
democratic (soviet?) Chinese republic....
Support the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) even more [than Sun Yat-sen], not
fearing its open closeness with the
Embassy. Irrespective of the weakness of
this party, to regard its complete inde-
pendence as necessary, and the efforts of
certain agents of the CI ECCI to fuse this
party organization with the party of Sun
Yat-sen as completely incorrect.”
—translated from Bol’shevistskoe
rukovodstvo, Perepiska
[Bolshevik Leadership,
Correspondence], 1912-1927
(Moscow: ROSSPEN, 1996)

The ECCI agent to whom Joffe referred
was G. Maring (Henricus Sneevliet), a
Dutch Communist who had engineered
the PKI’s entry into Sarekat Islam. In
August 1922, Maring strong-armed the
young CCP into a partial entry into the
GMD. Maring was supported by the

programs into the nationalism of parties
like the GMD. He opposed the concept of
two-class “worker-peasant” or ‘“farmer-
labor” parties promoted by Zinoviev and
Stalin for the U.S., Poland and other
countries—to disastrous effect—and in-
sisted that the Guomindang was a bour-
geois party.

“Socialism in One Country”:
A “Theory” of Betrayal

When Lenin recovered from a stroke
in the fall of 1922, he was horrified to
learn that the pressures of the growing
bureaucratic layer in the Soviet state and
party were finding increasing expression
within the Politburo. He collaborated
with Trotsky to beat back a proposal
pushed by Stalin and others to weaken
the state monopoly of foreign trade—a
crucial bulwark of the -collectivized
economy. Lenin later resolved to con-
summate a bloc with Trotsky to have
Stalin removed as General Secretary at
the 12th Party Congress in April 1923, in
no small part due to an abusive policy
pursued by Stalin and his cohorts toward
non-Russian nationalities in the Cauca-
sus that smacked of Great Russian chau-
vinism. But Lenin was again struck
down by illness in March 1923, after
which Trotsky pulled back from a sharp
fight. With the Troika in charge, the 12th
Congress made a special agenda point to
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Imperial War Museum
Leon Trotsky, then Soviet Com-
missar of Foreign Affairs, with Adolf
Joffe arriving at January 1918 Brest-
Litovsk talks with Germany.

welcome into its ranks the old Economist
and Menshevik, Alexander Martynov.

Martynov would become central to the
Troika’s fight against Trotsky over China.
It was Martynov, for instance, who coined
the characterization of the GMD as a
“bloc of four classes” (workers, peasants,
petty bourgeoisie and national bour-
geoisie), which was used to justify the
CCP’s liquidation into that bourgeois-
nationalist party. As Trotsky later noted in
“Who Is Leading the Comintern Today?”
(September 1928):

“Martynov not only wormed his way
into the party, but he became one of the
chief sources of ‘inspiration’ in the
Comintern.... They have come closer to
him and they have stooped to him—
solely because of his struggle against
‘Trotskyism.” For this he did not need
reeducation. He simply continued to
fight ‘permanent revolution’ just as he
had done for the previous twenty years.”

A few months after the 12th Party
Congress came the defeat of the 1923
revolution in Germany, which had enor-
mous worldwide consequences. The fail-

ure in Germany was due to the incapacity
of the Communist International under
Zinoviev and the lack of a sufficiently
steeled Communist Party in Germany:
the German KPD adapted to the Social
Democracy and, in October, even entered
Social Democratic-led regional bourgeois
governments (see “Rearming Bolshe-
vism: A Trotskyist Critique of Germany
1923 and the Comintern,” Spartacist
[English-language edition] No. 56, Spring
2001). The postwar revolutionary wave,
already receding by 1921, was stopped
and the global bourgeois order stabilized.
In Soviet Russia, the workers had been
intensely following the course of the Ger-
man workers revolution. Its defeat had a
huge demoralizing effect on Soviet work-
ers, prolonging the isolation of the work-
ers state and helping pave the way for the
usurpation of political power from the pro-
letariat by the nascent Soviet bureaucracy.

The elections to the January 1924 13th
Party Conference were rigged to allow
only three representatives of the loose
grouping of oppositionists associated
with Trotsky, despite their broad support
in the urban centers and in the Red Army.
“Trotskyism” was condemned as a heresy
antithetical to Leninism. Lenin died on
January 21, the day after he learned the
outcome of the Conference. After January
1924, the people who ruled the USSR, the
way the USSR was ruled and the pur-
poses for which the USSR was ruled had
all changed. In the fall of 1924, Stalin
generalized the conservative bureauc-
racy’s aversion to the proletarian, revolu-
tionary, internationalist program of the
October Revolution with his “theory” that
socialism—a society based on a qualita-
tively higher level of productivity, in
which classes have disappeared and the
state has withered away—can be built in
a single country, and in economically
devastated Russia at that.

“Socialism in one country” was a pro-

gram of retreat and a false promise of the
stability for which Soviet society ached
after years of war, revolution and priva-
tion. It crystallized the mood of conser-
vatism that affected not only the Soviet
party but the young Communist parties
of the West in the face of the restabiliza-
tion of world capitalism. It flew in the
face of the theory and practice of not
only Lenin and the Bolshevik Party but
of Marx and Engels, who had always
been explicit that socialism would pre-
vail only as a world system.

“Socialism in one country” was the
banner under which countless revolution-
ary opportunities were betrayed by the
Stalinists. But the transformation of the
CI from an instrument for world socialist
revolution into an agency for diplomatic
maneuvers did not happen overnight. Dur-
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J.V. Stalin, Alexei Rykov, Lev Kamenev and
Zinoviev in Moscow, 1925. Inset: Pamphlet titled
Trotsky Before the Court of the Communist Party
includes Trotsky’s 1924 Lessons of October
and speeches by Kamenev and Stalin titled

ing the 1920s, first Zinoviev and later
Stalin experimented with various coali-
tions with bourgeois forces, eventually
leading to the murderous sabotage of the
Second Chinese Revolution of 1925-27.
By 1933, Stalin’s Comintern could not be
awakened by what Trotsky called “the
thunderbolt of Fascism”—the victory of
Hitler’s Nazis without a shot being fired
by the powerful German workers move-
ment. The CI had proved itself utterly dead
as a force for revolution. By 1935 it had
explicitly codified a program of class col-
laboration (the Popular Front) and played
an aggressive counterrevolutionary role
in the Spanish Civil War in order to prop
up bourgeois rule. The Stalinized Com-
intern was indeed, as Trotsky described
it, “the great organizer of defeats.”
[TO BE CONTINUED]
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Poindexter...

(continued from page 4)

dynamite in a coal bin but changed his
story in a 1974 federal appeal hearing to
say he saw it by the furnace. In the hear-
ing before Judge Bowie, another cop who
backed up Swanson’s trial story now
claimed that he, not Swanson, discov-
ered the dynamite. Police photos of the
basement show no dynamite, which first
appeared in a photo of the trunk of a police
cruiser. Bowie ruled these contradictions
in sworn police testimony “immaterial.”
The Nebraska chapter of the American

Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) submitted
an amicus curiae (friend of the court)
brief detailing COINTELPRO surveil-
lance, disruption, frame-up and terror.
The brief documents frame-ups against
Black Panthers such as Geronimo ji Jaga
(Pratt) in Los Angeles, who spent 27
years in prison for a crime the LAPD and
Feds knew he did not commit, and Dho-
ruba bin Wahad in New York, who spent
two decades in prison based on falsified
evidence. In a 1990 BBC documentary
about the Nebraska case, Jack Swanson
boasted that as a result of the arrests of
Poindexter and Mondo the Black Panther
Party “completely disappeared from the

Join the Campaign to

Free Mumia Ahu-Jamal!

Funds are urgently needed for legal defense!
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Foundation” (earmarked for “Mumia”) and mail to: Committee to
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city of Omaha.” Thirty-eight Panthers
were killed by the Feds and cops. Hun-
dreds more were framed up and locked
away, foremost among them Mumia Abu-
Jamal, who was falsely convicted of the
1981 killing of Philadelphia police offi-
cer Daniel Faulkner and sent to death row.

Despite their nearly four decades of
imprisonment, Ed Poindexter and Mondo
we Langa remain unbowed. Poindexter
has earned both bachelor’s and master’s
degrees and is recognized as a caring men-
tor for fellow prisoners. Mondo, a cele-
brated playwright, author and artist, has
recently published a collection of poems
and raps titled “The Black Panther Is an
African Cat.” In a prison interview two
days before the decision against Poindex-
ter, Mondo was quoted as saying that 37
long years behind bars gave him “low
expectations” about a favorable ruling in a
Nebraska courtroom.

Mondo should know. In 1974 a federal
district court overturned his conviction
based on the illegality of the search of his

Jennifer Beach

Prepare Now for

Emergency Protests!

On May 17, the Third Circuit Court of Appeals
heard oral arguments in Mumia’s case, and
there could be a decision at any time.

If the Court rules to uphold the death
sentence or denies Mumia’s appeals for
a new trial or a new hearing, the Partisan
Defense Committee and the Labor Black
Leagues have called for protests the day
after the decision. Others have also
called for protests.

For more information see the
PDC Web site, www.partisandefense.org

Mumia Abu-Jamal Is an Innocent Man!
FREE MUMIA NOW!

Abolish the Racist Death Penalty!

house, as did a federal appellate court a
year later. But in 1976, the U.S. Supreme
Court ordered the case returned to
Nebraska state courts. The Nebraska
Supreme Court then ruled that his appeal
time had lapsed! There is no justice in the
capitalist courts! Free Ed Poindexter and
Wopashitwe Mondo Eyen we Langa now!

* * *

Ed Poindexter and Mondo we Langa
are among the 16 class-war prisoners
receiving stipends from the Partisan
Defense Committee, which is preparing
to hold its 22nd annual Holiday Appeal
fundraiser in support of this program.
For more information about the PDC
and its class-war prisoners fund see
www.partisandefense.org. You can write
to Poindexter and Langa at: Ed Poin-
dexter, 27767, 1-A-12, Nebraska State
Penitentiary, Box 2500, Lincoln, NE
68542-2500; W.ML.E. we Langa, 27768,
Nebraska State Penitentiary, P.O. Box
2500, Lincoln, NE 68542-2500.m
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(continued from page 12)

we brought his case to civil rights organ-
izations and anti-death penalty gather-
ings, to the campuses and to left and labor
organizations in the U.S. and interna-
tionally. Aiming to make Mumia’s case
known to the public, we fought to get his
columns published in the black press and
to publicize his case in liberal journals such
as the Nation and the Village Voice. The
PDC also initiated united-front rallies in an
effort to mobilize broad social forces,
reaching out as well to prominent person-
alities and political figures. Many saw in
Mumia’s fight for freedom and justice a
reflection of their own struggles against
racism and reaction—from aboriginal peo-
ple in Australia and youth of North African
origin in France to black people through-
out North America. By the fall of 1990,
statements of support for Mumia encom-
passed unions representing hundreds of
thousands of workers.

These efforts laid the groundwork
for the outbreak of mass protest that
answered the warrant for his execution,
which was signed on 1 June 1995. Over
the next few days, protesters took to the
streets around the world. On June 19
in Johannesburg, PDC labor coordinator
Gene Herson addressed some 15,000
workers at a trade-union demonstration
where the crowd chanted, “Save Mumia
Abu-Jamal!” Mumia’s struggle has reso-
nated especially strongly among black
workers in South Africa, where the death
penalty had long served as a tool of apar-
theid state terror. Today, South Africa’s
National Council of Trade Unions and
National Union of Mineworkers are
among the signatories to the PDC state-
ment demanding Mumia’s freedom.

In Italy in June 1995, a demonstration
for Mumia was made an official part of a
larger protest in Rome of over 60,000
workers fighting against pension cuts.
After a speaker from the Mumia contingent
from Naples called for his freedom, one of
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the official platform speakers announced:
“I think that I can safely say that all of us
here want to express our solidarity with
Mumia Abu-Jamal, that we all defend
Mumia Abu-Jamal. Do you all agree?”
The workers shouted their agreement.

As Mumia’s execution date drew near,
a united-front labor/black mobilization
initiated by the PDC in downtown Man-
hattan on August 3 drew 1,000 people,
including contingents from union locals
representing hundreds of thousands of
workers in the Northeast. On August 12,
five days after Mumia won a stay of exe-
cution, contingents of workers marched
with their union banners alongside the
PDC at a protest for Mumia in Philadel-
phia initiated by Workers World Party’s
National People’s Campaign.

In a column written four days after the
stay was announced, Mumia told his
supporters, “Let us utilize this precious
time to build a stronger and broader
movement, to not ‘stay’ one execution,
but to halt them all!” Mumia’s case
had become the focal point of struggle
against the racist death penalty. His name
had become a household word. Articles
about Mumia and his own written com-
mentaries were a regular feature of the
U.S. black press. Mumia’s face was em-
blazoned on the T-shirts of student activ-
ists and youth in the ghettos; his name
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Paris: Daniel
Carreno, assistant
secretary of SUD-
TMT postal sorting
workers union,
addressing
September 29 rally
called by Committee
for Social Defense.

became a symbol in hip-hop for racist
frame-up and also rolled off the lips of
many union activists.

But over time, a massive movement
was demobilized by a political program
advanced by liberal and reformist organi-
zations—Workers World Party, Socialist
Action, the Revolutionary Communist
Party, among others—that centered their
protest actions around the call for a “new
trial” for Mumia. In doing so, they hoped
to attract prominent bourgeois liberals
who view Mumia’s case not as emblem-
atic of the capitalist legal system but
as an aberration that stains the fabric
of American “democracy.” This strategy
undermined the very basis of the support
Mumia received from masses of people
who identified with his opposition to
oppression and injustice, which are inher-
ent in capitalist society.

Mumia Is Innocent—
Free Him Now!

The PDC’s class-struggle defense strat-
egy is rooted in the pioneering work of
the International Labor Defense (ILD) led
by James P. Cannon, a founding leader of
the American Communist Party and, later,
of American Trotskyism. In leading the
struggle to free anarchist immigrant work-
ers Sacco and Vanzetti in the 1920s, the
ILD constantly combatted illusions in the

capitalist courts and politicians sown by
the reformist Socialists and labor tops of
the day (see “Lessons of the Fight to Free
Sacco and Vanzetti,” WV Nos. 897 and
898, 31 August and 14 September). This
is no less important today as we seek to
revitalize mass protest for Mumia.

Our efforts to reach out to NYC unions
generated a June 2006 letter from the
AFSCME District Council 1707 city
workers union to Democratic Pennsylva-
nia governor Ed Rendell, who as Philly
D.A. in 1981 led the prosecution of
Mumia. In expressing support for Mumia,
the letter stated: “A new open trial with-
out insincere legal trappings will prove
his innocence and go a long way to make
our nation whole to our people and the
rest of this world. Killing him would rein-
force the most backward notions about
our nation.” It is important that the union
has opposed the threat to execute Mumia
and declared his innocence. But any idea
that the capitalist justice system is fair
and impartial can only undermine the
effort to mobilize labor’s social power.

How this question plays out was seen at
the 24 April 1999 “Millions for Mumia”
demonstration in San Francisco. That day,
the West Coast International Longshore
and Warehouse Union (ILWU) carried out
a port shutdown in solidarity with Mumia.
Centrally initiated by Jack Heyman, an
ILWU Local 10 Executive Board member
at the time, this was a powerful example of
the kind of social power that must be
brought to bear in the fight to free Mumia.
But Heyman himself undermined this
action by tying it to appeals for a new trial.

The central demands of the S.F. pro-
test—to stop the execution of Mumia and
for a new trial—were tailored to attract
support from Democratic Party politicians
and other bourgeois liberals who view
Mumia’s case as an isolated “miscarriage
of justice.” Heyman, a key speaker at the
rally, uttered not a word against either the
“new trial” call or the Democratic Party.
Heyman typifies those in the labor bureau-
cracy who adopt an appearance of mili-
tancy as a deceptive cover for reformist

International Labor Support for Mumia
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n October 23 2006 Cosatu's International

Relations Office wrote a letter to Governor Tom
Ridge expressing grave concem at the attempts to re-
impose the death penalty against award winning jour-
nalist and former Black Panther spokesperson Mumia
Abu-Jamal,

The letter appealed that the review of the case and
the admission of new evidence to the effect that the
person who committed the murder has admitted to
have done it. calls for a total review of the case,
COSATU has fought against racism, oppression

| Cosalu ional Dep,

lowing:

Governor Tom Ridge
Main Capitol Building
Room 225
Harrisburg PA 17120
Write to Mumia:

Mumia Abu-Jamal

WE CARE. WE COUNT,

To join the campaign to free Mumia write to the fol-

Congress of South
African Trade Unions
journal (March 2007)
with its statement
supporting Mumia.
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The NUJ and supporters of Mumia believe he has spent 24 years on death row in the Branch Secetary O PO iyl demonstration the kind of labor action urgently needed in his defense.
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Letters and statements from trade unions in U.S. and around the world declare support for the fight for Mumia’s freedom.
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politics. The “Millions for Mumia” protests
marked a high point in the number of peo-
ple marching for Mumia. But within a few
years, the thousands who had come out for
Mumia rallies dwindled to a few hundred.

Those who call for a new trial often
claim that this is “what Mumia wants”—
as if Mumia has not been fighting all
along for his freedom! Rachel Wolken-
stein, a PDC counsel who served on
Mumia’s legal team from 1995 to 1999,
answered this at the May 5 London PDC
rally, which was also addressed by speak-
ers from the Communication Workers
Union and the RMT (see “International
Rallies Demand: Free Mumia!” WV No.
893, 25 May). Wolkenstein observed that
in earlier struggles for class-war prison-
ers, the call was not for a “new trial for the
Guildford Four, or for Angela Davis, or
Huey Newton” but for their freedom.
Responding to comments from the floor,
she observed that Mumia “knows perfectly
well every word I said here. He sent greet-
ings to this rally, brief though they were,
making the point that he was fighting for
his freedom.” As the French CGT Limoges
railway workers union wrote in a March 1
letter: “There is no need for a new fast-
track procedure in the appeals court. All
the facts and evidence” of Mumia’s inno-
cence, the letter noted, “are known.”

Seeking to obstruct a class-struggle
fight for Mumia’s freedom, the liberal
writer David Lindorff and the rad-lib
Michael Schiffmann claim that fewer
people have turned out for Mumia
recently because the PDC has pushed
such “divisive” issues as the confession
of Arnold Beverly—i.e., the overwhelm-
ing evidence of Mumia’s innocence and
the state frame-up. The notion that the
Beverly evidence is divisive is utterly
belied by the range of prominent indi-
viduals and labor organizations that have
signed on to the PDC statement contain-
ing the confession, which Beverly sub-
mitted in a 1999 affidavit that is printed
along with supporting evidence in the
PDC pamphlet, The Fight to Free Mumia
Abu-Jamal—Mumia Is Innocent!

In the U.S., ads with the PDC statement
and signatories have appeared in the
Nation magazine and in such widely read
black newspapers as NYC’s Amsterdam
News, the Chicago Defender, the Phila-
delphia Tribune and the San Francisco
Bay View. The ad has also appeared in the
French Communist Party’s L’Humanité,
the Morning Star in Britain and junge Welt
in Germany. It also ran in Share, Canada’s
largest-circulation ethnic newspaper.

Some 250 union organizations, offi-
cials and members in the U.S. have
signed the PDC statement, including
four chapters of the Coalition of Black
Trade Unionists, Amalgamated Transit
Union, International Longshoremen’s
Association and AFSCME locals and
the Chicago-area United Auto Workers
Women’s Committee. International sup-
porters include CGT railway workers in
France, COBAS postal workers in Italy,
SNTE educational workers in Mexico and
hospital workers in Vancouver. A Ham-
burg, Germany factory stewards council
of the giant IG Metall union and the Greek
All-Workers Fighting Front, a half-million-
strong union federation, have also signed
on. Other union groups, such as the Con-
ference of European Harbor Unions, have
issued their own statements demanding
Mumia’s freedom. Mumia has been made
an honorary member of a number of unions,
including the National Union of Journalists
in London, which recently issued a letter
instructing its members to mobilize for
Mumia (see WV No. 898, 14 September).

In an August 17 letter to Mumia’s lead
attorney, Robert Bryan, ILWU Local 10
wrote that Mumia is “the victim of a
political frame-up on false charges of
killing a Philadelphia police officer and
that he was sentenced to death based on
his political history and beliefs.” SEIU
Local 616, representing 14,000 public
sector workers in the Bay Area, wrote in
a 13 June 2006 letter: “Mumia has spent
almost a quarter century on death row for
a crime he did not commit, a crime that
someone else has confessed to.”

Michael Schiffmann has provided a
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Over 800 individuals and organizations, including unions representing hundreds of
thousands of workers, have signed on to PDC statement for Mumia that has
appeared in the Nation and in black newspapers such as NYC’s Amsterdam News,
Chicago Defender, Philadelphia Tribune and San Francisco Bay View.
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We Demand the Immediate Freedom of

Mumia Abu-Jamal, an Innocent Man.

Mumia Abu-Jamal’s appeal is now on the “fast track” in the federal appeals court and the state is determined to carry
out his execution.

Mumia Abu-Jamal is an innocent man. A former Black Panther Party spokesman, supporter of the MOVE organization
and award-winning journalist known as the “voice of the voiceless,” Mumia was framed up in 1982 on false charges of
killing a Philadelphia police officer. Sentenced to death based on his political history and beliefs, Mumia has spent 24 years
on death row for a crime he did not commit. The frame-up of Mumia Abu-Jamal shows what the death penalty is all about.
It is a legacy of chattel slavery and a barbaric outrage, it is the lynch rope made legal.

The case of Mumia Abu-Jamal exemplifies the race and class bias of the U.S. justice system against workers, black people,
the poor and all the oppressed. The notorious trial judge, Albert Sabo, was overheard at the time promising, “I'm going to
help them fry the n----r.” Racist jury-rigging, false testimony coerced through police threats, and prosecutorial cover-up
were the basis for Mumia’s conviction. Both the Pennsylvania state courts and the federal courts have refused to consider
the reams of documented evidence that prove Mumia’s innocence. Foremost is the sworn confession of Arnold Beverly that
he, not Mumia, shot and killed the police officer, and that Mumia had nothing to do with the shooting.

We stand with the millions around the world—workers, students, death penalty abolitionists, fighters for black rights and
immigrant rights, socialists—who have taken up the fight to free Mumia Abu-Jamal now!

An injury to one is an injury to all! Free Mumia Abu-Jamal now! Abolish the racist death penalty!

United States: 1199SEIU United Healthcare Workers East, New York, NY+JoNina M. Abron+Hamid Abdul-Aziz, New Afrikan Liberation Front,* Philadelphia, PA+Jeanetta M. Adams, President, Southern California Coalition of Black Trade Unionists (CBTU),* Los Angeles, CA+Royce Adams, Former Vice-
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, NY+Chicago Area UAW Region 4 Women Committee,
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Reynolds, Vice President, AFSCME Local 2302,* Atlantic City, NJ+Kenneth Riley, President, ILA Local 1422, Charleston, SC+Leonard Riley, Jr., Former Executive Board Chair, ILA Local 1422, Charleston, SC+Richard Rivera, Chairman, Coney Island Section 113, TWU Local 100,* Brooklyn, NY+Marie M. Runyon,
Committee to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal:* Granny Peace Brigade, New York, NY+Sonia Sanchez, Poet+ Renée Saucedo, Organizer, San Francisco Day Labor Program;* La Raza Centro Legal, San Francisco, CA+Reggie Schell, Defense Captain, Black Panther Party,* Philadelphia, PA+Jennifer Scott, Vice President,
AFSCME Local 2534,* Harrisburg, PA+Dennis L. Serrette, Director of Education, Communication Workers of America (CWA),* Washington, DC+Cindy Sheehan, Founder/President, Gold Star Families for Peace,* Venice, CA+*Gregg M. Shotwell, Delegate to 2006 Convention, UAW,* Grand Rapids, MI+Chris Silvera,
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This statement was initiated by the Partisan Defense Committee. Partial list. For full list of signatories, visit www.partisandefense.org.

The time to act is now! Join the campaign to free Mumia Abu-Jamal now!

Contact the Partisan Defense Committee, PO. Box 99, Canal Street Station, NY, NY 10013
(212) 406-4252 - partisandefense@earthlink.net * www.partisandefense.org

valuable service by unearthing and publi-
cizing crime scene photos showing that
much of the evidence of Faulkner’s kill-
ing was doctored by police in order to
prosecute Mumia. However, Schiffmann
& Co. have used this and all other evi-
dence of Mumia’s innocence not to argue
for his immediate freedom but to press
for a new trial. And in throwing mud at
the Beverly confession, they undermine
the fact of Mumia’s innocence and the
depth of his frame-up. Beverly’s testi-
mony is that he and another man were
hired to kill Faulkner, who had become a
problem for the mob and corrupt cops by
interfering with the graft and payoffs
involved in illegal gambling, drugs and
prostitution. Lindorff, Schiffmann et al.
reject this powerful evidence of inno-
cence because it shows that Mumia was
the victim not of a rogue cop, bad prose-
cutor or racist judge but of an entire
“justice” system upholding the interests
of the racist capitalist rulers.

Unchain Labor’s Power!

At the Harlem PDC rally, Pam Africa
questioned the PDC’s labor centrality,
pointing to the participation of poor and
unemployed people in protests for

Mumia: “They stood beside the workers.
I’'m saying we must give credit to all
those people who worked to free Mumia.”
Rachel Wolkenstein replied:

“Our numbers on a street in a demonstra-
tion show our desire to stand for some-
thing.... But that is not the same thing as
being able to stop this system, shut it
down! These are very different things. And
that is why we talk about the power of the
working class. It is not a dismissal of the
good will, the heart, the needs and the
oppression that otherwise exists in soci-
ety. It is not a statement that those people
who are unemployed are not part of the
struggle. But that is the duty of the labor
movement: to organize the unemployed,
to fight for jobs for the unemployed, to
unionize people across the board.”

If labor is to mobilize its power on
Mumia’s behalf, it must do so independ-
ently of the capitalist politicians, racist
cops and courts. Prior to the rally, the
300,000-strong SEIU Local 1199 added
its name to the PDC statement. However,
the leadership of this union and others
were busy at the time working over their
members to vote for “pro-labor” capitalist
politicians in the midterm Congressional
elections. Wolkenstein pointed out that
they “would do better, if they were here
today as a first step fighting for Mumia.”

We demand the immediate freedom of

Mumia Abu-Jamal, an innocent man.

The London

Underground
Engineering
Branch of the Rail,
Maritime and
Transport union
donated funds

to run Mumia
statement in British
black newspaper
The Voice.
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Mumia Abu-Jamal’s appeal is now on the “fast track” in the
federal appeals court and the state is determined to carry out
his execution.

Mumia Abu-Jamal is an innocent man. A former Black Pan-
ther Party spokesman, supporter of the MOVE organisation
and award-winning journalist known as the “voice of the
voiceless”, Mumia was framed up in 1982 on false charges of
killing a Philadelphia police officer. Sentenced to death based
on his political history and beliefs, Mumia has spent 25 years
on death row for a crime he did not commit. The frame-up of
Mumia Abu Jamal shows what the death penalty is all about.

ort Union*;

ire Brigades Union.
rganisation listed for identification purposes only

- .

and a barbaric outrage, it is the Iynch rope magde legal.

ieve; Jeremy Dear, General Secretary, National Umon of Journallsts*, and the

Mobilise now! Join the campaign!
or more information, literature and the DVD From Death Row, This is Mumia Abu-
Jamal, contact the Partisan Defence Committee, BCM Box 4986, London WC1N 3XX
Tel: 020 7281 5504; Email: partisandefence@yahoo.co.uk; www.partisandefense.org
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She won applause for saying that they
should have “been prepared to bring out
their membership in defending the transit
workers when they were out on strike”
and should “commit themselves along
with every other union here, that labor
will stop in this city until Mumia is free.”

During this campaign, we have repeat-
edly had to fight against the notion that
the capitalist cops belong in the labor
movement. At the Berlin rally, Gert Julius
of the Tempelhof/Schoneberg local of the
DGB union federation said that one
“shouldn’t use the blanket label of Bullen
[cops] for the police” and that “trade
unions are for everyone.” Steffen Singer
of the Spartakist Workers Party, German
section of the International Communist
League, responded: “As Marxists, we un-
derstand that being—that what you do—
determines consciousness. And the task
of the police is indeed to carry out, with
arms, the laws of the bourgeoisie, its rule.
In practice, you can see that in any
strike.”

Some U.S. union officials have told
the PDC that they would not officially
support Mumia because of the presence
of cops, corrections officers and secu-
rity guards in their unions. It is the
cop “union,” the F.O.P., which has led the
campaign for Mumia’s execution and
brutalized Mumia’s supporters. How can
the unions mobilize for Mumia if they are
infested with the cops, the paid guardians
of the racist capitalist system? Cops out of
the unions!

As the hour of decision in Mumia’s
federal appeal approaches, trade unionists
and all supporters of his fight for freedom
must prepare for action. The PDC has
called for emergency protests following a
negative decision, as have other organiza-
tions, and a national demonstration has
been called for three weeks later. Union
activists: Bring out your co-workers!
Spread the word! These rallies must serve
as a springboard for mass protest. The
kind of pressure that can have an impact
on the capitalist courts is the social power
of the multiracial labor movement de-
manding that Mumia, an innocent man,
be freed now!m
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WORKERS VANGUARD

For Class-Struggle Defense to

Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!

International PDC Campaign

The fight to free death row political
prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal is a defining
cause for all opponents of the racist
American “justice” system. But this strug-
gle also bears enormous consequences for
all who are in the capitalist rulers’ cross
hairs. Mumia was sentenced to death for
a crime he did not commit, the December
1981 killing of Philadelphia police offi-
cer Daniel Faulkner. Police, prosecutors
and judges conspired to railroad Mumia
—a former Black Panther, a supporter of
the MOVE organization and a renowned
journalist—employing frame-up methods
used to victimize countless union activ-
ists, black militants and leftists over the
years. In seeking to silence this powerful
“voice of the voiceless,” they aim to
intimidate any who would struggle on be-
half of workers, black people and the poor.

With Mumia’s life in the balance, the
Partisan Defense Committee—a legal and
social defense organization associated
with the Spartacist League—and its inter-
national fraternal organizations have cam-
paigned over the past few years to rekin-
dle mass support for his freedom. From
New York City, Chicago, Oakland and
Los Angeles to London, Paris and Berlin,
we have initiated rallies calling to free
Mumia and to abolish the racist death pen-
alty. These rallies have brought together
representatives of left, labor and civil
rights organizations raising their own views
on which way forward in this struggle.

In this campaign, we have focused par-
ticularly on bringing Mumia’s cause to the
trade unions. Our policy is that of class-
struggle defense, based on the Marxist
understanding that capitalist society is fun-
damentally divided between two classes—
the capitalists who own the means of pro-
duction and the workers whose labor they
exploit. The legal lynchers must be
answered by mobilizing the social power
of the working class. We do not deceive
those who would fight on Mumia’s behalf
by peddling the lie that pleading with the
capitalist courts and political parties will
bring him justice. Mumia is the victim of
a racist and political frame-up. And now
his fight is at a critical juncture, as he and
his supporters await a decision by the
Third Circuit Court of Appeals on whether
to uphold his death sentence or keep him
in prison for life, or alternately to grant
him a new trial or further court hearings.

Over 800 individuals and organizations,
including unions representing hundreds of
thousands of workers, have signed a PDC
statement demanding Mumia’s freedom
and the abolition of the racist death
penalty. Titled “We Demand the Imme-
diate Freedom of Mumia Abu-Jamal, an
Innocent Man,” the statement cites the
confession of Arnold Beverly that he, not
Mumia, shot and killed Daniel Faulkner.
As a sign of its commitment to Mumia’s
cause, the London Underground Engineer-
ing Branch of the Rail, Maritime and
Transport (RMT) union paid for the state-
ment to run as an ad in a local black news-
paper. As a resolution adopted by the
SUD-TMT postal sorting workers union in
Paris in October 2006 stressed, Mumia’s
imprisonment “constitutes a real warning
to all those who will one day stand up to
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and take on the oppressors of minorities
and more widely the working class.”

While supporting all possible legal pro-
ceedings on Mumia’s behalf, we fight
against relying on the legal system that has
shown it will stop at nothing to kill him
or consign him to a “life” in prison hell.
Mumia was in the sights of the FBI and
Philly cops from the late 1960s, when he
was a 15-year-old leader of the Black Pan-
ther Party. To secure Mumia’s conviction,
cops and prosecutors intimidated witnesses
and suppressed and falsified evidence. The
Fraternal Order of Police (F.O.P.) has
repeatedly threatened Mumia’s supporters,
leading a howling mob in July 1995 out-
side the 1199C hospital workers union hall
in Philadelphia to stop a fundraiser for
Mumia and continuing such harassment to
this day, including by organizing boycotts
of musicians and others who have spoken
out for Mumia. Judges at all levels have
denied evidence exonerating Mumia, with
the courts repeatedly refusing to hear the
Beverly confession. With very few excep-
tions, the capitalist politicians, both Dem-
ocratic and Republican, have abetted the
cops and prosecutors, with the House of
Representatives overwhelmingly passing a
resolution last December condemning the
Paris suburb of Saint-Denis for naming a
street in honor of Mumia.

We fight for mass protest centered on
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the working class, whose social power
lies in its ability to choke off the profits
that are the lifeblood of capitalism. That
power was displayed in December 2005
when New York City transit workers in
Transport Workers Union (TWU) Local
100 defied the state Taylor Law and went
on strike, crippling the financial center of
world imperialism for three days. Writ-
ing in solidarity with Local 100, Mumia
quoted Karl Marx’s statement that the law
“is but the will of one class made into a
law for all.” Mumia continued, “The same
law demanded that Blacks take the back
of the bus. The same law outlaws the right
of those who labor to withhold their
labor, to better their condition, and those
who follow them.” Mumia has long
spoken out on behalf of labor. During a
lockout of 2,500 unionized ABC tech-
nicians in 1998, he refused an interview
by reporters from the “20/20” TV news
show, stating that he would rather die
than cross the picket line.

The crucial importance of bringing out
labor’s forces for Mumia was the center of
discussion at a PDC-initiated rally in
Harlem in October 2006, which was
addressed by a TWU Local 100 official,
Pam Africa of the International Con-
cerned Family and Friends of Mumia
Abu-Jamal, representatives of the PDC
and others (see “For a Class-Struggle

THERE IS NO
JUSTICE IN THE
CAPITALIST
COURTS!

B FOR CLASS-

= % STRUGGLE

= DEFENSE To

[ FREE MumiA
Now!
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Top: May 17 San Francisco rally for Mumia on day of Third Circuit Court
hearing in Philadelphia. Below: South African workers at June 1995 COSATU
protest hold up flyers demanding “Save Mumia Abu-Jamal.”

]

COC Productions

Fight to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!”, WV
No. 880, 10 November 2006). Speaking for
the New York Labor Black League for
Social Defense, Local 100 member Tom
Cowperthwaite emphasized:
“Especially now, we who are outside the
prison walls must not forget Mumia, nor
our obligation to appeal to labor and the
entire working class to act now—stop
the executioners! In 1995 when the first
death warrant was signed, a worldwide
protest by unions, civil rights activists
and death penalty abolitionists forced the
rulers to grant a stay of execution just
days before Mumia was scheduled to die.
Today, we need even larger mobiliza-
tions of union power.”

Fraternally allied to the Spartacist
League, the Labor Black Leagues have
focused their efforts on bringing out
union support for Mumia. Based on the only
significant integration in racist America
—the workplace and factory floor—the
trade unions have the social power and
potential to become battalions in the
struggle against racial oppression and
exploitation and to shake the foundations
of this decaying capitalist system.

Mumia’s case is a microcosm of capi-
talist class rule and the black oppression
that is intrinsic to it. In the U.S., the bar-
baric death penalty is the legacy of chat-
tel slavery, the lynch rope made legal. The
road to black freedom lies in the struggle
for revolutionary integrationism—the full
integration of black people into an egali-
tarian, socialist America. The fight for
black freedom is the strategic question
of the American proletarian revolution.
There can be no socialist revolution in the
U.S. unless the working class takes up the
fight for black freedom—opposing every
manifestation of racist repression and dis-
crimination—and there can be no libera-
tion of black people without the over-
throw of this capitalist system.

If undertaken with a mobilization of
the union movement, the fight to free
Mumia and abolish the racist death
penalty would be a first, giant step toward
infusing workers with the consciousness
that this system must be overturned
through proletarian socialist revolution.
But this requires a struggle against the
policies of the labor misleaders, who
rarely use labor’s strike weapon even in
defense of their own members and look
instead to the Democratic Party, the courts
and other agencies of the enemy class. The
labor bureaucracy’s pro-capitalist program
is a major obstacle in the fight for Mumia’s
freedom.

An International Fight

When the SL and PDC first took up
Mumia’s defense more than 20 years ago,
continued on page 10
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