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This article was written by our 
comrades of the Spartakist Workers 
Party of Germany.

The economic crisis intensifying in 
Europe—a particularly severe expres-
sion of the world capitalist crisis—
was triggered in the spring of 2010 
as global financial capitalists, fearing 
that heavily indebted Greece would 
default on its loan obligations, began 
spurning Greek government bonds. 
These fears have extended not only to 
Portugal and Ireland but also to the 
much larger economies of Spain and 
Italy, which are both having trouble 
refinancing their state debts. Now 
France, which along with Germany is 
central to the European Union (EU), 
has been threatened with a downgrad-
ing of its government debt. Frenzied efforts 
by the EU to devise new “rescue packages,” 
as well as futile appeals to Brazil and 
China to step in and help with a bailout, 
have all proved insufficient. A headline of 
the financial news service Euro intelligence 
(22 November) describes “a slow motion 
train wreck” of the euro, the euro zone 
(consisting of the 17 countries in the EU 
that use the euro as a common currency) 
and probably the EU itself.

Fears over a spreading “credit crunch” 
in Europe have unsettled international 
financial markets, threatening to drive the 
world economy into another major down-
turn. U.S. banks have been reducing their 
holdings in European government bonds, 
while American money market funds have 
been closing the spigot of money they lend 
to European banks. This has forced banks 
in Europe to tighten lending standards, 
hoard capital to shore up their balance 
sheets and withdraw financing from long-
time customers. Governments are promis-
ing ever more severe budget cuts in the 
hope of pacifying bond markets. The net 
effect has been a “credit crunch and a 
squeeze on aggregate demand that is forc-
ing Europe into recession” (Economist, 26 
November). Industrial orders in the euro 

zone fell by 6.8 percent in September, the 
steepest decline since December 2008.

While initially bourgeois politicians in 
Germany refused to admit the possibility 
of a Greek default, fearing that this would 
destabilize the euro, German chancellor 
Angela Merkel is now openly threatening 
to expel Greece from the euro zone. On 
December 5, Germany and France issued 
their first joint call for amendments to the 

EU’s treaty to introduce more centralized 
oversight of the euro zone and additional 
penalties for countries that violate the 
rules of “budget discipline.”

Over the past several weeks, govern-
ments deemed insufficiently zealous in 
enforcing capitalist austerity have found 
themselves unceremoniously tossed out of 
power. In Greece, Prime Minister George 
Papandreou of the bourgeois Pan-Hellenic 

Socialist Movement (PASOK), whose 
credibility was waning with a popu-
lace infuriated by the cutbacks, was 
removed in a political coup organized 
by EU leaders and domestic oppo-
nents, including members of his own 
party, after he suggested that there 
should be a referendum on economic 
policies. The new government, which 
now incorporates the main opposition 
party, New Democracy, as well as 
PASOK and a small, fascist-infested 
organization (LAOS), has pledged to 
continue the austerity program. Simi-
lar methods were used to get rid of Sil-
vio Berlusconi in Italy. In Spain, fury 
over the austerity policies of José Luis 
Rodríguez Zapatero’s Socialist Work-
ers Party (PSOE) government led to 

the election of Mariano Rajoy’s right-wing 
Popular Party. 

The concern of all wings of the bour-
geoisie in the major EU countries is not 
at all to rescue countries like Greece but 
to bail out their own banks. The bottom 
line is that the workers and poor must 
pay for the capitalist crisis. Underlining 
that Germany is the pre-eminent power 
in the EU and calls the shots, Merkel has 
dictated hardline austerity budgets for 
debtor countries seeking financial assis-
tance. Governments have engaged in an 
orgy of spending cuts, with layoffs of 
public employees, pay cuts, reductions in 
welfare expenditures, privatizations, etc. 
In Greece, wages have decreased by 15.4 
percent, while the official unemployment 
rate now exceeds 18 percent. In Spain it 
is close to 23 percent. 

We Trotskyist internationalists are 
opposed on principle to the EU and any 
other imperialist alliance. Recognizing 
that the euro would be an instrument of 
the EU imperialists, we opposed its intro-
duction. We also opposed the Eastern 
extension of the EU because it was clear 
that it meant increased exploitation of the 
workers of East Europe. At the same time, 
we have fought against the chauvinist dis-
crimination against East European work-
ers in West Europe.

As Marxists, we understand that an 
imperialist alliance or bloc can hold to -
gether for some time, but since capital-
ism  is based on the nation-state, these 
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United States of Europe!
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Athens against austerity cuts during  
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Above: German chancellor Angela Merkel 
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recent G20 meeting in Cannes.
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November 30: Demonstration in London, part of one-day strike across Britain 
by up to two million state workers protesting budget and  service cuts.
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To widen the readership of our press, 
the Spartacist League and Spartacus 
Youth Clubs embark on a national cam-
paign each year from August to October. 
This year, we surpassed our quota by 26 
percent with 2,512 points, which includes 
1,186 new subscriptions and renewals 
to Workers Vanguard, 60 to Espartaco 
(published by our comrades of the Grupo 
Espartaquista de México) and 102 to the 
press of other International Commu-
nist League sections. Congratulations to 
comrade Dylan of the Bay Area local, 
who won the subscription drive with 125 
points.

The backdrop to the sub drive again 
was the prolonged economic crisis, which 
has thrown millions of working peo-
ple  out of their homes and jobs. As 
the  chief executive of capitalist class 
rule,  Barack Obama has overseen this 
ruin at  home as well as the atrocities 
com mitted by U.S. imperialism abroad. 

Although enthusiasm for Obama has 
faded over time as he continues to stick 
the knife into workers, immigrants and 
black people, one comrade noted, “When 
pressed, most subscribers said they 
would probably vote for Obama again as 
a lesser evil compared to the insane types 
running on the Republican ticket.”

Support for the capitalist Democratic 
Party “lesser evil” peddled by the trade-
union bureaucracy is a key prop for the 
maintenance of racist American capital-
ism and has served as a central political 
obstacle to mobilizing workers in defense 
of themselves and the oppressed. We hope 
our newspaper will help to win workers 
and students to a Marxist worldview and 
an understanding of the need to build rev-
olutionary workers parties internationally 
to fight for the overthrow of world capital-
ism through socialist revolution.

Our campaign kicked off at the outset 
of the Verizon strike, the largest strike 

in the U.S. in the last few years. We sold 
dozens of introductory WV subscriptions 
to workers on the picket lines but were 
not able to extend these intros into full-
year subscriptions. One factor that we 
encountered was the frustration that set 
in after the union bureaucracy called off 
the two-week strike without a settlement.

On the other hand, we sold large num-

bers of subscriptions to longshore work-
ers on the West Coast and nationally, 
including in Longview, Washington, dur-
ing our two trips to intersect and report 
on the struggle of International Long-
shore and Warehouse Union (ILWU) 
Local 21. In early September, Local 21 
and its supporters fought back against 
the union-busting EGT grain-exporting 
conglomerate by engaging in the kind of 
militant labor action that built the indus-
trial unions in the U.S. in the 1930s. In 
response, the bosses and their state hit 
the union with brutal cop attacks, harass-
ment and arrests as well as court-issued 
fines (see “ILWU Fights Deadly Threat,” 
WV No. 986, 16 September and “Defend 
Longview ILWU Against Bosses’ Cops 
and Courts!” WV No. 987, 30 Septem-
ber). Concrete acts of labor solidarity, 
especially internationally, are urgently 
needed to back up the union in its ongo-
ing battle with EGT.

In addition to our material on the 
Longview struggle, longshoremen expressed 
interest in what we had to say about the 
economic downturn and, especially on 
the East Coast, there was outrage over 
the execution of Troy Davis. One com-
rade who sold to longshoremen in Oregon 
noted, “Workers expressed a lot of basic 
class anger: the rich get richer while work-
ing people are squeezed dry.” The most 
popular giveaway in the sub drive was 
our 2009 pamphlet on the economy, Karl 
Marx Was Right: Capitalist Anarchy and 
the Immiseration of the Working Class.

We attracted attention among students 
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For a Workers Europe!

The crisis racking the EU shows that a 
united Europe under capitalism is a chi-
mera. In a February 1926 speech, one of his 
last addresses to Soviet workers before his 
expulsion from the Communist Party by Sta-
lin in November 1927, Leon Trotsky stressed 
that only the proletarian overthrow of capi-
talist rule could achieve the genuine unifi-
cation and economic integration of Europe. 
Trotsky projected that a Europe under work-
ers rule, allied with the Soviet Union and a 

liberated Asia, would be a bulwark against capitalist America, which had become the 
world’s dominant imperialist force, while also serving as a springboard for workers 
rule in the U.S.

The proletarian revolution signifies the unification of Europe. Bourgeois economists, 
pacifists, business sharpers, day-dreamers and mere bourgeois babblers are not averse 
nowadays to talk about a United States of Europe. But that task is beyond the strength 
of the European bourgeoisie which is utterly corroded by contradictions. Europe can 
be unified only by the victorious European proletariat. No matter where the revolution 
may first break out, and no matter what the tempo of its development may be, the eco-
nomic unification of Europe is the first indispensable condition for its socialist recon-
struction. Back in 1923 the Communist International proclaimed that it is necessary to 
drive out those who have partitioned Europe, take power in partitioned Europe in order 
to unify it, in order to create the Socialist United States of Europe.

Revolutionary Europe will clear a road for herself to raw materials, to food products; 
she will know how to get help from the peasantry. We ourselves have grown suffi-
ciently strong to be able to extend some help to revolutionary Europe during the most 
difficult months. Over and above this, we will provide for Europe an excellent bridge 
to Asia. Proletarian England, shoulder to shoulder with the peoples of India, will insure 
the independence of that country. But this does not mean that England will lose the 
possibility of a close economic collaboration with India. Free India will have need 
of European technology and culture; Europe will have need of the products of India. 
The Soviet United States of Europe, together with our Soviet Union, will serve as the 
mightiest of magnets for the peoples of Asia, who will gravitate toward the establish-
ment of the closest economic and political ties with proletarian Europe. 

—Leon Trotsky, “Europe and America” (Fourth International, May 1943)

TROTSKY LENIN
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26th Annual PDC Holiday Appeal

Free the Class-War Prisoners! 
Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!

Abolish the Racist Death Penalty!

[Received 27 October 2011]

The Sept. 30 edition of the Vanguard 
was the best I have ever read—and I 
wanted to send a quick note of solidarity.

The article on Troy Davis was an 
excellent piece, and the transcripts on 

the  Commune wonderful grounding— 
the now and the then.

I encourage you to publish more mate-
rial from classes and talks.

Thank you for your work and dedication.

Heath

A Thank You Note

Letter

Friday, January 20 
7 to 10 p.m.

Steelworkers Hall 
25 Cecil Street

(1 block south of College at  
Ross St., west of Queen’s Park Sta.)

For info.: (416) 593-4138

Friday, January 6 
6 to 9 p.m.

CWA Local 1180 Hall 
6 Harrison Street

(Manhattan, 1 train to Franklin)
For info.: (212) 406-4252

Sunday, December 11 
3 to 7 p.m.

U.E. Hall 
37 S. Ashland (at Monroe)

For info.: (312) 563-0442

Illustration by Deni

Sponsored by the Partisan Defense Committee
(212) 406-4252 • partisandefense@earthlink.net • www.partisandefense.org

WV Photo
Spartacists at Occupy Wall Street 
protest, October 5.
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alliances must break up under their own 
internal contradictions. Our opposition 
comes from the basic standpoint of oppos-
ing capitalism and imperialism. We fight 
for the expropriation of the bourgeoisie 
through socialist revolution and for an 
internationally planned economy that will 
overcome the limits of the nation-state. 
Our call is for a Socialist United States 

of Europe!

To date, the Greek working class has 
carried out 14 one- or two-day general 
strikes, trying to fight back against the 
joint offensive of the European impe-
rialists and its own bourgeoisie. While 
these strikes have made it more difficult 
for the government to enforce austerity 
measures, the attacks on jobs and living 
standards are unrelenting. In the Italian 
capital of Rome on October 15, hundreds 
of thousands of workers and youth dem-
onstrated against the much-discredited 
Berlusconi government and the meas-
ures it was trying to introduce, such as 
privatizations and raising the pension 
age. After Berlusconi fell, the leaders of 
the liberal opposition supported the new 
government in the name of national unity 
in order to enforce the very same meas-
ures against which the masses had dem-
onstrated a month earlier. In Portugal, a 
one-day general strike on November 24 
stopped nearly everything in the country. 
But the “Communist” opposition under-
mines workers struggle with its appeal to 
the national interest, complaining about 
“relinquishing the sovereignty of the 
country” (Junge Welt, 25 November).

The reformist labor leaders cannot lead 
effective class struggle against capitalist 
austerity because they politically sup-
port the EU and more broadly are wed-
ded to the bourgeois order. The leaders 
of the main body of Spanish trade unions 
are allied to the PSOE, while in Greece 
the main union federations are run by 
PASOK supporters—i.e., the very parties 
that until very recently were spearhead-
ing the austerity drive in those coun-
tries. The refor mists accept the class- 
collaborationist lie that the workers and 
their exploiters have a common “national 
interest” and therefore the workers must 
make their “fair share” of sacrifices when 
the economy goes bust. But workers and 
capitalists have counterposed class inter-

ests. The boom-bust cycle is endemic to 
the capitalist system and will be elimi-
nated only when the proletariat takes 
power and seizes the productive property 
of the bourgeoisie.

Class struggle in Germany as well as 
France in solidarity with Greek, Italian, 
Spanish and Portuguese workers would 
not only broaden their struggles against 
austerity but also would help workers 
throughout Europe to free themselves 
from nationalism and break from their 
own bourgeoisies. In Germany, the class-
collaborationist policies of the Social 
Democratic Party (SPD) have played a 
significant role in enabling the German 
bourgeoisie to increase its competitive-
ness against its rivals. The coalition of the 
SPD and the bourgeois Greens, in power 
from 1998 to 2005, was instrumental in 
increasing German competitiveness by 
slashing wages and working conditions 
and carrying out attacks on the “welfare 
state,” centrally through a series of meas-
ures known as the “Hartz” reforms that 
greatly reduced unemployment and social 

welfare benefits. The use of temporary 
labor increased dramatically and a huge 
low-wage sector was created. With the 
median figure for real wages declining 
7.4 percent between 2000 and 2010, now 
1.4 million people with full-time jobs need 
additional welfare in order to survive.

While Germany already had the larg-
est economy in Europe, its increased 
competitiveness explains why it can run 
the show on the continent. It is clear that 
German capitalism’s increased profitabil-
ity comes directly out of the pockets of 
the German working class. This points 
to the connection between the struggle 
against imperialism abroad and the fight 
against capitalist rule at home. Above all, 
what is necessary is forging revolution-

ary internationalist parties in Germany 
and elsewhere that can lead the working 
masses in their struggles for life’s neces-
sities as part of the fight for workers rule.

EU: From Anti-Soviet Alliance  
to Imperialist Consortium

Dominated by Germany and France, 
the EU exists centrally to advance the 
interests of these imperialist powers and 
their junior partners in exploiting their 
own working class and to use the more 
dependent states, such as Greece and 
many East European countries, as their 
summer holiday resorts or low-wage man-
ufacturing backyards. We have been con-
sistent in our political opposition to the 
EU and its predecessors. Thus, we wrote 
in “Labor and the Common Market” (WV 
No. 15, January 1973): “In the imperial-
ist era, alliances between capitalist states, 
including their economic aspects, are 
directed against other states, advanced 
as well as backward states. The Common 
Market is essentially an unstable alliance 
between French and German capitalism 
on the basis of the most reactionary eco-
nomic policies.”

The EU is a fragile formation exposed 
to continuous tensions stemming from the 

disparate national interests of the Euro-
pean imperialists, which are constantly 
threatening to tear it apart. Nor can it be 
otherwise. Although the productive forces 
have long since outgrown a national 
framework, capitalism is a system that 
rests essentially on nation-states: each 
of the various national capitalist classes 
needs its own state to push through and 
defend its interests at home and abroad. 
Hence under capitalism, the goal of politi-
cal union or a European superstate is nec-
essarily reactionary and an empty utopia. 

As V. I. Lenin, the leader of the pro-
letarian October Revolution in Russia in 
1917, wrote:

“Of course, temporary agreements are 
possible between capitalists and between 
states. In this sense a United States of 
Europe is possible as an agreement 
be tween the European capitalists...but 
to what end? Only for the purpose of 
jointly suppressing socialism in Europe, 
of jointly protecting colonial booty 
against Japan and America.”

— “On the Slogan for a United 
States of Europe” (August 1915) 

Lenin emphasized that the division of 
profits among imperialist rivals is ulti-
mately determined by force. This under-
standing was counterposed to the claims 
of German social democrat Karl Kautsky, 
whose fantasy of “ultra-imperialism” pos-
ited the peaceful resolution of such con-
flicts, obviating the need for proletarian 
revolution. Lenin stressed: “Under capital-
ism there are no other means of restoring 
the periodically disturbed equilibrium than 
crises in industry and wars in politics.” 

The origins of the European Union 
go back to the 1950s, when the West 
European imperialists under U.S. lead-
ership attempted to stabilize their alli-
ance against the Soviet Union through 
closer economic cooperation. Issuing out 
of the October Revolution, Soviet Rus-
sia remained a workers state—based on 
the expropriation of the capitalists and 
the collectivization of the means of pro-
duction—despite its degeneration under 
J.V. Stalin. With a planned economy, the 
USSR provided jobs, housing, medical 
care and education for all, in sharp dis-
tinction to the ravages of capitalism that 

are all too obvious today. We Trotsky-
ists unconditionally defended the Soviet 
Union militarily against the imperialists, 
who always desired to destroy it.

Our opposition on principle to both 
NATO—the post-World War II military 
alliance against the Soviet Union—and 
the EU and its predecessors was linked 
to our defense of the Soviet Union and the 
deformed workers states of the DDR (East 
Germany) and East Europe. With the 
counterrevolutionary destruction of the 
Soviet Union in 1991-92, the EU/NATO’s 
anti-Soviet function disappeared. The EU 
remained an imperialist trade bloc. The 
U.S. retains military hegemony, although 
not the same economic clout it once had.

Shortly after the fall of the Berlin Wall 
in 1989, French president François Mit-
terrand made France’s acquiescence to 
German reunification, achieved when 
capitalist West Germany swallowed up 
the DDR, dependent on the two countries’ 
agreement on a common currency. This 
was supposed to restrain a newly strength-
ened Germany from running roughshod 
over other European states, principally 
France. Additionally, the currency would 
be a weapon against the international 
hegemony of the U.S. dollar. But the unity 
between these two imperialist powers is 
itself fraught with conflict, as the disputes 
over how to deal with the current crisis in 
the euro zone demonstrate. 

The Maastricht Treaty of 1992 author-
ized the introduction of the euro, which 
was first traded in 1999 before being 
introduced as actual money for consum-
ers in 2002. The French Communist Party 
(PCF) originally opposed the treaty, fear-
ing that it would lead to the dominance 
of German imperialism over French im -
perialism, i.e., they opposed it from the 
reactionary perspective of French nation-
alism. Later, the PCF made its peace with 
the euro. So has pretty much the entire 
European reformist left, which either 
explicitly supports the EU or claims that 
it is a framework that can be utilized to 
better the situation of working people (a 
“social Europe”). 

The forerunner of the League for the 
Fifth International and its British group 
Workers Power took an abstentionist posi-
tion on the 1992 referendum on the Maas-
tricht Treaty. They were enthusiastic over 
the EU “social charter,” with its empty 
promises of guaranteeing workers rights, 
sexual equality and such, as was the Brit-
ish Labour Party. Workers Power (June 
1992) argued that “the terms of the Maas-
tricht Treaty can also be a basis for extend-
ing rights and gains from states where the 
working class never won those gains, or 
where it has lost them,” and they contin-
ued that “to some extent European work-
ers will be better armed to fight back on a 
continental scale after the implementation 
of the terms of Maastricht.” The French 
group Lutte Ouvrière (LO) similarly wrote 
in 2005, “Even as is, on a capitalist basis, 
with all the accompanying injustices and 
insufficiencies, the European Union rep-
resents progress in a certain number of 
areas.” Workers Power and LO are latter-
day Kautskyites, flunkeys for capital, with 

Europe...
(continued from page 1)

continued on page 4

CORRECTION
In “Fake Trotskyists in Camp of 

Counterrevolution—Hue and Cry 
over China’s Role in Africa” (WV 
No. 987, 30 September), we wrongly 
cited 1954 as the date of the Asian-
African Solidarity Conference in 
Bandung, Indonesia, where Chinese 
premier Zhou Enlai propounded the 
“Five Principles of Peaceful Coexis-
tence.” The conference actually con-
vened in April 1955.
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ICL has consistently 
opposed EU imperialist 
trade bloc. German  
Trotskyists raise call  
“For a Socialist United 
States of Europe!” at 1982 
demonstration in Bonn.

Spartakist

Authenticated News International
NATO jets, part of imperialists’ Cold 
War arsenal aimed at Soviet Union.
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touching faith in “democratic” imperial-
ism and its various alliances. 

Opposition to the EU and the euro does 
come from some bourgeois quarters, how-
ever. A section of the German bourgeoisie 
has always been very skeptical about the 
euro, thinking that German imperialism 
could function better with the deutsch-
mark. There are strong anti-EU senti-
ments among the British Tories, while 
various fascist and right-wing populist 
groups oppose the EU from the stand-
point of national chauvinism. In effect, 
the reformist left has conceded opposition 
to the EU—correctly seen by many work-
ers as an instrument of capitalist auster-
ity—to the reactionary right wing. 

German Imperialism’s  
Third Try to Rule Europe

In a 1997 statement, the International 
Communist League stressed that a com-
mon currency without a common state is 
not viable: 

“Control over the quantity of money 
within its boundaries is a basic economic 
prerogative of a bourgeois state, one nec-
essarily closely linked to other instru-
ments of economic policy. A stable mon-
etary system based on the ‘euro’ would 
require tight and permanent restrictions 
over taxation and government expen-
diture in all the EU member states.… 
But since capitalism is organised on the 
basis of particular national states, itself 
the cause of repeated imperialist wars 
to redivide the world, it is impossible to 
cohere a stable pan-European bourgeois 
state. A European imperialist ‘superstate’ 
can be achieved only by the methods of 
Adolf Hitler.... Should the Maastricht 
project for a common European currency 
come into being, it would amount to only 
a brief, conflict-ridden episode.”

— “For a Workers Europe— 
For Socialist Revolution!”  
WV No. 670, 13 June 1997

We now have the first really serious 
world economic crisis since that statement 
was written, and the conflicts that have 
arisen in Europe threaten to bring the EU 
rapidly to the point of implosion. Behind 
this open fragmentation is the built-in 
instability in the monetary system of the 
EU and the fact that it is formed of compet-
ing national states with different levels of 
labor productivity. These differences, exac-
erbated by the crisis, have been reflected 
through the differentials in public borrow-
ing and interest rates on state bonds.

German imperialism made huge profits 
through driving down wages at home and 
through the introduction of the euro, and 
they would like to keep things that way. 
For years, Germany has run a trade sur-
plus, which was financed through mas-
sive private and public debt in other euro 
zone states and spurred by the fact that 
the common currency helps keep Ger-
man industrial exports cheap throughout 
the euro zone. The German bourgeoisie is 
not about to reduce the surplus, arguing 
that this is the problem of the countries 
with a trade deficit.

Ordinarily, each country has its own 
currency, and a debtor country can get 
some relief and regain competitiveness 
by devaluing its currency. But this is not 
possible in a currency union. The German 
bourgeoisie demands that debtor coun-
tries slash wages, pensions and welfare. 
Another proposal is for German capital 
to lend more funds to the poorer countries 
in the euro zone—but this is vehemently 
opposed by the German bourgeoisie. In 
a Financial Times online (13 September) 
column on the breakdown in the euro 
zone, Martin Wolf wrote: “This is what 
I heard from an Italian policymaker: ‘We 
gave up the old safety valves of inflation 
and devaluation in return for lower inter-
est rates, but now we do not even have 
the low interest rates.’… And, not least: 

‘It would be better to leave than endure 
30 years of pain.’ These remarks speak 
of a loss of faith in both the project and 
the partners.”

There is no way out for debtor countries 
like Greece under the setup dictated by 
the German bourgeoisie. The sharp cuts 
in public spending have had a predictable 
deflationary effect—the Greek economy 
has contracted by 7.5 percent over the past 
year. A smaller economy means less tax 
revenue, thereby increasing the deficit and 
prompting demands for more austerity. At 
the same time, many bourgeois pundits 
across the board have issued hysteri-
cal warnings on how bad things will be 
if Greece leaves the euro zone. But that 
depends on the conditions imposed. After 
Argentina pegged its currency to the U.S. 
dollar, its economy went into a deep 
recession and the country went bankrupt 
in 2001. Investors in Argentinean bonds 
lost 70 percent of their money, outraging 
international banking interests. Follow-
ing the bankruptcy, Argentina stopped 
pegging its currency to the dollar and the 
economy recovered, albeit not until aver-
age wages had dropped 30 percent. 

The example of Argentina shows graph-
ically that Greece might be much better off 
if it defaulted and left the euro zone, rein-
stating its own currency. However, while 
this might provide relief from the down-
ward spiral, leaving the euro zone will 
not insulate the Greek proletariat from the 
world economic downturn and capitalist 
devastation. In Britain (which is in the EU 
but not in the euro zone), the Tory govern-
ment of David Cameron is just as intent 
on slashing spending as his counterparts 
on the continent. On November 30, Brit-
ish public sector workers staged a massive 
one-day strike against austerity measures, 
including threatened layoffs and an exten-
sion of the wage freeze. Socialist revolu-
tion is the only solution to unemployment, 
wage cuts, imperialist war and the other 
depredations of decaying capitalism. 

German-French Axis Rattles 
Along Until It Breaks

Concerned about the stability of the 
euro zone (and the French economy), 
President Nicolas Sarkozy earlier sup-
ported the introduction of euro bonds—
a scheme whereby the euro zone states 
would issue common bonds—or alter-
natively that the European Central Bank 
buy government bonds directly to bail 
out countries in trouble. But Merkel has 
not gone along, knowing that ultimately 
the money in these schemes will come 
from Germany. The Obama administra-
tion has also pleaded with Merkel to ante 
up more money. The bottom line is that 
nothing happens unless it is acceptable to 
Berlin. As a creditor nation, the Germans 
stress the need for a balanced budget and 
a strong euro (the deutschmark in drag), 
with inflation considered the worst thing 
in the world. This is justified by refer-
ence to two periods of German inflation 
in 1923 and after WWII, ignoring the 
equally disastrous deflationary policy 
during the depression of the early 1930s.

When EU Commission president José 

Manuel Barroso proposed introducing 
euro bonds under the name “stability 
bonds,” the German right-wing tabloid 
Bild (23 November) ran the headline: 
“Britain,  America, and the Whole EU. 
They All Want Our Money.” Meanwhile 
in France, Jacques Attali, a former adviser 
to Mitterrand, charged that Germany twice 
led Europe into suicidal wars in the past 
century and said: “Today, it is again Ger-
many’s turn to hold in its hand the weapon 
for the continent’s collective suicide.” The 
PCF chimed in by denouncing Sarkozy 
for giving in to Merkel over the crisis and 
accusing him of a “financial Munich,” a 

reference to the 1938 decision by France 
and Britain to refrain from going to war 
against Hitler’s Germany over its occupa-
tion of the Sudetenland.

At the EU summit at the end of Octo-
ber, the heads of state of the ten non-euro 
zone countries were excluded from a dis-
cussion on the euro crisis. This elicited 
a complaint from British prime minister 
Cameron, who noted that the crisis in the 
euro zone impacted elsewhere, including 
London, a world financial center. Sarkozy 
snorted at Cameron, who not too long ago 
was his brother-in-arms in the bombing of 
Libya: “You have lost a good opportunity 
to shut up. We are sick of you criticizing 
us and telling us what to do. You say you 
hate the euro and now you want to inter-
fere in our meetings.”

The EU is falling apart under the ten-
sions of conflicting national interests. 
These tensions can also be seen in the 
imposition of restrictions on the right of 
passage within the EU, supposedly guar-
anteed by the Schengen agreement. In 
2010, about 400,000 people who wanted 
to migrate to the EU were stopped on its 
borders. In the Netherlands, Finland, 
Denmark and other countries in Northern 
Europe, populist anti-immigrant parties 
are gaining support, nurtured by chau-
vinist government campaigns carried out 
under the guise of the “war on terror” 
that largely targets Muslims. It is in 
the  interest of the working class in each 

country to fight for full citizenship 

rights  for all immigrants and refugees! 

Down  with the EU and racist “Fortress 

Europe”! 

SPD and Left Party:  
To Capitalism’s Rescue

In response to the capitalist attacks 
stemming from the crisis in the EU, the 
Spartakist Workers Party of Germany 
recognized the urgent necessity for the 
working class of Europe, and especially 
the powerful German proletariat, to 
take class-struggle action. On May Day 
2010, the SpAD intervened for “Soli-
darity with the Greek workers!” and for 
“Class struggle against the German capi-
talists!” (Spartakist No. 183, May 2010). 
The chief obstacles to such struggle are 
the reformist workers parties, SPD and 
Left Party, together with the trade-union 
bureaucracy, and the left groups that ori-
ent toward them. 

In the summer, the SPD came out in 
favor of euro bonds. Peer Steinbrück, a 
former SPD finance minister, gave the 
reasons in an interview with Spiegel (12 
September): 

“One has to explain to people that the 
EU in this form is the answer both to 
1945 and to the 21st century, in a dra-
matically altered world with new heavy-
weights, and that Germany benefits from 
the continued integration of Europe in 
political, economic and societal ways. 
And, of course, that means the Germans 
will have to pay. But the money is well 
invested in both our future and Europe’s, 
in peace and prosperity.”

Steinbrück and the SPD are play-
ing here with the fear of war, which is 
prevalent in many parts of Europe as a 
result of the two world wars. This takes 

real chutzpah: during the Balkans war in 
1999 the SPD-led government was the 
first since WWII to introduce German 
troops outside the country. The SPD’s dif-
ferences with Merkel are strictly tactical, 
amounting to a debate over what’s best for 
German imperialism. Its support to the 
euro bonds scheme reflects the fear that 
Merkel’s hardline policies could destroy 
the EU, thereby possibly killing the goose 
that has laid a golden egg for German cap-
italism and enabled the Social Democrats 
to continue supping at the table of Ger-
man capital. The SPD exemplifies what 
V. I. Lenin called bourgeois workers par-
ties: parties with a working-class base, 
especially through the unions, but with 
a thoroughly pro-capitalist program and 
leadership. The SPD besmirched the ban-
ner of workers internationalism by voting 
for war credits for German imperialism 
in 1914. Ever since, the SPD has been a 
vehement enemy of revolution.

The Left Party—a fusion of the former 
Stalinist ruling party of the DDR and a 
split from the SPD, including a section of 
the trade-union bureaucracy—is seen by 
many leftist and working-class militants 
as an alternative to the SPD. The Left 
Party might talk a bit more about solidar-
ity with Greece, but like the SPD it accepts 
the framework of the EU and the common 
currency while arguing that this alliance of 
imperialist robbers should carry out more 
progressive policies. Thus, the Left Party 

Europe...
(continued from page 3)

NOTICE
Workers Vanguard skips 
an issue in December.

Our next issue will 
be dated January 6.

Reuters
German steel workers in Krefeld during warning strike to demand higher 
wages, November 9. 

AFP
August 1: African asylum-seekers clash with cops near immigration center 
in Bari, Italy.
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also advocates euro bonds. But since when 
does workers solidarity with the embattled 
Greek masses consist of pleading with the 
government to offer bank loans at a frac-
tionally reduced interest rate?

The left face of the Left Party is its 
vice  chairwoman, Sahra Wagenknecht 
of the misnamed “Communist Platform.” 
Wagenknecht absurdly argues that gov-
ernment budgets must “be freed from 
their dependency on the capital markets.” 
To this end, she wants a public European 
bank to be set up, which would offer favor-
able interest rates. Only a dyed-in-the-wool 
social democrat could imagine that the 
budget of a capitalist government could be 
independent of the capitalist market! And 
there are already hundreds of publicly 
owned banks in Europe; all of them play 
by the rules of the capitalist profit system. 
Wagenknecht’s reformist schemes are 
whitewash to obscure the Left Party’s role 
in supporting capitalist exploitation. They 
ought to know about government budgets, 
since they have entered into governments 
in Berlin and other regions that have laid 
off workers and cut public spending. 

The German trade-union federation 

DGB has spent lots of membership dues 
money to run ads in newspapers cam-
paigning for “Yes to Europe! Yes to the 
euro!” Meanwhile, the DGB bureaucrats’ 
“solidarity” with the Greek working class 
fighting against the crisis has been limited 
to a few speeches on May Day and maybe 
a letter of support. No struggle has been 
waged against the German government 
and the German capitalists, who are the 
most outspoken proponents of the austerity 
measures that are hitting the Greek, Portu-
guese and other working classes so hard. 

The same social-democratic union bu-
reaucracy has contributed to advancing 
German imperialism and its dominant 
role in the EU by presiding over a massive 
slashing of real wages. The union mislead-
ership propounds the class- collaborationist 
lie that what is good for the company 
and  Germany is good for the workers. 
Most recently, the labor tops agreed to a 
20 percent wage cut for all new employees 
of Lufthansa at the new Berlin airport. In 
a short space of time, this sellout deal will 
serve to lower wages at Lufthansa gen-
erally. It is urgently necessary to defend 
wages and working conditions through 

class struggle: Organize the unorganized! 
Equal pay for equal work! For an end to 
the division between permanent employ-
ees, contracted workers and workers on 
short-term contracts! One company, one 
union, one wage scale! Forge a class-
struggle trade-union leadership, linked to 
the building of a revolutionary party!

For the Socialist United States 
of Europe!

In 1929, Leon Trotsky, then the leader 
of the Left Opposition fighting for 
authentic Bolshevism against the Stalin-
ist degeneration of the Soviet Union and 
the Communist International, wrote: 

“In the person of the Opposition the van-
guard of the European proletariat tells its 
present rulers: In order to unify Europe 
it is first of all necessary to wrest power 
out of your hands. We will do it. We will 
unite Europe. We will unite it against the 
hostile capitalist world. We will turn it 
into a mighty drill-ground of militant 
socialism. We will make it the corner-
stone of the world socialist federation.”

— “Disarmament and the  
United States of Europe”  
(October 1929)

The Socialist United States of Europe, in 

conjunction with the conquest of proletar-
ian power in the U.S., Japan and through-
out the world, would lay the basis for a real 
international division of labor in a planned 
economy, thus enormously increasing the 
productivity of society. Establishing the 
genuine equality of the peoples of Europe, 
it would eradicate the source of the impe-
rialist wars that have brought Europe so 
many times near extinction.

The multiethnic German working 
class, with its various components from 
Mediterranean lands, the Balkans and 
East Europe—who often bring with them 
more militant class-struggle traditions—
possesses the living links to the struggles 
of Greek workers, of Turkish and Kurdish 
workers in Turkey and of workers else-
where. Class struggle by German work-
ers would resonate powerfully with the 
French proletariat and would be a beacon 
to the working class worldwide. Central 
to our perspective as Trotskyists is the 
reforging of the Fourth International as 
the world party of proletarian revolu-
tion, the task the International Commu-
nist League, and its German section, the 
SpAD, has set for itself. n

for our articles on Egypt— in which we 
emphasized the importance of the work-
ing class emerging as a contender for 
power in its own right as against the 
 military and Islamists—and in defense of 
the Palestinians against Israeli state ter-
ror. One polarizing issue was our call on 
workers around the world to take a stand 
for military defense of Libya against the 
U.S./NATO imperialist butchers and their 
“opposition” lackeys on the ground, with-
out offering any political support whatso-
ever to Qaddafi’s capitalist regime. Our 
position shocked the sensibilities of one 
student so much that, within a few weeks, 
she cancelled her subscription. Well, a 
revolutionary internationalist newspaper 
isn’t for everyone.

From September on, we intersected 
the growing Occupy protests in New 
York City and elsewhere. The Occupy 
movement has attracted broad sup-
port among wide layers of the popula-
tion searching for some way to fight the 
wrenching effects of the recession. But 
the liberal-populist outlook of the pro-
tests is premised on the false notions that 
American capitalist “democracy” can be 

made to work for the little guy and that 
the working class is just another sector 
of the “people,” i.e., the amorphous “99 
percent.” Although we have received 
a hearing for our views, selling a large 
amount of individual WV copies, we sold 
comparatively few subscriptions, under-
scoring the tremendous gulf between our 
Marxist worldview and the liberal poli-
tics of Occupy.

One standout of this year’s campaign 
was the fine work of our new SYC mem-
bers in Lansing, Michigan. With the help 
of comrades in the Midwest, the Chicago/
Lansing SYC sold dozens of subscriptions 
at Michigan State University and else-
where. Comrades who intervened into 
Occupy Lansing had a polarizing impact 
on protesters on account of our forthright 
opposition to the Democrats as a party of 
capital and to the police as the enforcers 
of capitalist rule.

A key part of our annual sub drives 
involves traveling to regions of the coun-
try where we do not have a regular pres-
ence in order to meet with current sub-
scribers, offer our paper to new readers 
and sample political consciousness and 
moods, from the campuses to the work-
places and union halls. This year, our 
subscriptions in North Carolina and 
Oregon increased significantly, and we 
also had success at the Detroit Labor Day 
rally as well as on campuses in Arizona 

and Texas, although it was slow going in 
Massachusetts.

On many regional campuses, the disas-
trous effects of the economic meltdown 
piqued student interest in reading a news-
paper that opposes capitalism. Many 
students who subscribed also were moti-
vated by opposition to racism and anti-
immigrant bigotry as well as the ongoing 
assault on abortion rights. While we had 
success at many public universities that 
attract working-class students (a student 
in Durham, North Carolina, allocated the 
last of her laundry money for a subscrip-
tion), sales were more difficult at elite 
campuses like the University of Chicago 
and Harvard as well as the University of 
California at Berkeley.

As usual, on some campuses we had to 
fight for our right to distribute our paper. 
At the University of New Orleans, armed 
police kicked us off campus following a 
sharp confrontation with a racist who hated 
our defense of the Pelican Bay, California, 
prisoners on hunger strike. Notably, the 
campus chapter of Amnesty International 
defended our right to be on campus, allow-
ing us to set a sales table back up. At the 
University of Massachusetts Boston, cops 
who approached our table left us alone 
after we asserted our right to get out our 
views, much to the displeasure of a mem-
ber of the anti-communist International 
Socialist Organization hovering nearby.

Making our paper available to black 
workers and students is especially impor-
tant to our party. Subjected to racial 
oppression that is endemic to capitalist 
America, black workers—strategically 
placed in the economy—will play a key 
role in the vanguard of the fight to over-
throw capitalism. Since 2008, we had run 
into some difficulty selling subscriptions 
to black people, for whom the election of 
the first black president was supposed to 
provide some relief from the raw racist 
reality of this society. Older black work-
ers still tend to tell us that Obama is 
“limited in what he can do” and fear that 
any criticism might play into the hands 
of racist reaction. But with the bloom off 
the Obama administration—one student 
called Obama “the world’s biggest terror-
ist,” citing rapper Lupe Fiasco—our sales 
this year to black workers and students 
increased significantly.

Workers Vanguard welcomes our new 
and returning subscribers. A Marxist, 
working-class press is a crucial scaffold-
ing for our small fighting propaganda 
group, the nucleus of a future Leninist 
vanguard party. It is the purpose of WV 
to propagate the revolutionary program in 
addressing the struggles of workers and 
the oppressed. We encourage all read-
ers to carefully consider our arguments, 
attend our public events, write us and let 
us know what they think. n

Subscription 
Drive...
(continued from page 2)

On November 21, hundreds of City 
University of New York (CUNY) students 
marched to Baruch College to protest a 
proposed tuition hike at a Board of Trust-
ees public meeting. In retaliation, campus 
administrators unleashed their cop thugs 
on students, who were roughed up and 
arrested. Pleading poverty as the state and 
city governments have slashed education 
and social services to the bone while goug-
ing public workers, the Trustees approved 
the hike on November 28. The heavily 
black and Latino CUNY student popula-
tion—mostly from working-class families 
and already thousands of dollars in debt—
will now be made to pay further for the 
economic downturn, making it even more 
difficult to continue their studies.

At a feeder demonstration on CUNY’s 
City College campus ahead of the Novem-
ber 21 meeting, Spartacus Youth Club 
comrades led chants of “Free quality 
education! Abolish the administration!” 
The money and resources exist to provide 
quality education for all. But getting our 
hands on the wealth of society requires 
breaking the power of the bourgeoisie 
through workers revolution. Addressing 
the crowd, an SYC speaker pointed the 
way forward: “Students must ally with 
the working class in fighting against the 
capitalist system.” 

We print below a November 29 letter 
from the New York SYC to Chancellor 
Matthew Goldstein protesting the police 
repression.

*   *   *

The Spartacus Youth Club denounces 
the arrests of at least fifteen protesters 
at Baruch College on Monday, Novem-
ber 21. Campus police—acting under the 
oversight of a university administrator—
prevented hundreds of students from 
attending a public hearing before the 
CUNY Board of Trustees on a proposed 
$300/year tuition hike. The university 
administration’s claim that the protesters 
“surged forward” was exposed as a bra-
zen lie by video footage that showed the 
police unleashing a sudden baton attack 
against dozens trapped in the Baruch 
College lobby.

The actions of the CUNY cops, simi-
lar to recent cop attacks at UC Davis 
and elsewhere, are unmistakable acts of 
intimidation meant to silence student pro-
test against the administration’s campaign 
for tuition increases. This repression coin-
cides with a wave of brutal police attacks 
and mass arrests targeting Occupy pro-
testers around the country.

At least five protesters are facing 
charges including criminal trespass, 

attempted grand larceny and resisting 
arrest. On November 28, three more 
protesters were arrested at Baruch Col-
lege while the Board of Trustees met and 
approved the tuition hike. The Spartacus 

Youth Club demands that all the charges 
against these protesters be dropped im -
mediately, and that no further actions, 
including suspensions and expulsions, be 
taken against them! n

Brutal CUNY Cop Attack on Tuition Protesters

Abramson/Chronicle of Higher Education
New York City, November 21: Cops arrest protester at CUNY Board of  Trustees 
public meeting.
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We reprint below 
the second part of an 
article from Sparta-
cist South Africa 
No. 7 (Winter 2011), 
incorporating minor factual and stylis-
tic corrections. It is an edited version of 
a class given by comrade Karen Cole at 
a meeting in 2000 of Spartacist South 
Africa, section of the International Com-
munist League. Part One appeared in WV 
No. 991 (25 November). The article refers 
to the Voortrekkers, who were Afrikaner 
farmers (Boers) who left the British Cape 
Colony in the first half of the 19th century 
for the African interior.

The newly founded Communist Party of 
South Africa (CPSA) had not completely 
broken from the Labour Party. Sidney 
Bunting and David Ivon Jones as well still 
saw the militant white miners as strate-
gic to the South African revolution. The 
young party was immediately faced with 
an enormous and contradictory class bat-
tle on the Rand. The 1922 ten-week strike 
of white miners was a hard-fought battle 
in defence of the racist colour bar, the 
reservation of higher-paid job classifica-
tions for whites. Miners seized towns and 
carried out armed combat with the police 
and army. Four strikers were hanged, and 
three of them went to the gallows singing 
“The Red Flag.” Aerial artillery was used 
against striking workers. The Jan Smuts 
government ruthlessly crushed the strike. 

The strike fundamentally had a reac-
tionary purpose—to preserve the colour 
bar in mining. The ostensible reason for 
the strike was in defence of skilled miners 
who had been retrenched [laid off], but 
everyone knew this was part of the drive 
to replace these privileged white workers 
with superexploited black labour. Back in 
1907 when Keir Hardie, a Scottish min-
ers’ leader, visited South Africa, he was 
pelted when he raised the basic demand 
that white unions should be opened to the 
blacks on the basis of equal pay for equal 
work. White workers’ consciousness had 
not changed much from that time, but the 
mine owners were more determined now 
that falling gold prices required increas-
ing the rate of exploitation by hiring black 
labour. 

The strike had various leaderships, 
and one of them was headquartered in 
the offices of the Communist Party led 
by Bill Andrews, a longtime union leader 
and party founder. This included expelled 
union leaders who considered themselves 
Marxists. There was a Commando faction 
led by Afrikaner miners modelled on the 

Commando units of the Voortrekkers who 
terrorised and murdered blacks and Indi-
ans. At a march one could see a banner, 
“Workers of the World Fight and Unite for 
a White S.A.” (Class and Colour in South 
Africa, 1983). 

It is interesting to note that Dr. Abdul-
lah Abdurahman of the APO [African 
Political Organisation] and Clements 
Kadalie of the Industrial and Com-
mercial Workers’ Union (ICU), the two 
most prominent political leaders of the 
coloured and black masses at the time, 
both rightly condemned the raci sm of the 
strike, but coming from petty-bourgeois 
perspectives, they both directed their 
appeals to the racist Smuts government 
to increase their control and repression of 
the unions.

Eddie Roux wrote that Bunting, who 
had always been a regular soapboxer, 
never spoke publicly throughout the strike 
at the hundreds of meetings, and walked 
around muttering criticisms. The CPSA 
propaganda condemned attacks on black 
Africans. At the same time, Bunting and 
the CPSA didn’t directly attack the colour 
bar regulations, rationalising that the 
rules kept up overall wage levels and the 
fight should be for improving the wages 
of Africans. 

In November 1922 the Fourth  Congress 
of the Comintern issued a protest state-
ment on the execution of the four strik-
ers. They stated that the task was to “draw 
the native workers too into the struggle 
against South African Capitalism, and 
thereby ensure common and final vic-

tory” (reprinted in South African Com-
munists Speak, 1981).

After the Rand Strike
In 1923 the Afrikaner Nationalist Party 

of Barry Hertzog and the Labour Party 
made an alliance to defeat the Smuts 
government, which became known as the 
“Pact.” The Labour Party promised to 
drop any mention of socialism, and the 
Nationalists promised to drop their call for 
secession and an independent Afrikaner 
republic. What they had in common was 
white supremacism. To get a flavour of 
this electoral alliance, in the midst of the 
campaign, the Labour Party was calling 
for the expulsion of Asians. 

From Moscow, Jones advocated a united 
front with the Labour Party. In this way 
they would be part of the anti-Smuts alli-
ance. He argued with Bunting at the time 
of the Fourth Congress of the Comintern 
in November 1922 that this would be an 
application of the anti-imperialist united 
front as put forward in the “Theses on 
the Eastern Question.” Bunting brought 
back from the Congress the importance 
of fighting for “immediate demands” and 
for the “united front.” Bunting argued for 
Comintern discipline and for carrying out 
the decisions of the Comintern in South 
Africa, and argued against sectarian-
ism. In keeping with such arguments, the 
CPSA voted to apply for affiliation to the 
Labour Party and to support its electoral 
alliance with the Nationalists. 

There was some resistance to this line 
in the Western Cape where the party had 
more links with black and coloured  labour, 
but they fell in line. This strategy of the 
CPSA had to repel black militants. After 
the victory of the Pact alliance at the polls, 
the CPSA quickly withdrew their support, 
and called for  Labour Party delegates to 
oppose putting Frederic Cres well and 
Tommy Boydell, Labour Party leaders, in 
the new cabinet. The new government as 
promised passed yet more laws to reinforce 
the colour bar and further exclude blacks. 

In the article “Permanent Revolution vs. 
the ‘Anti-Imperialist United Front’: The 
Origins of Chinese Trotskyism” (Sparta-
cist [English-language edition] No. 53, 
Summer 1997), we criticise the ambigu-
ity of the slogan for the “anti-imperialist 
united front” put forward in 1922 by the 
Fourth Congress, as easily interpreted as 
a two-stage programme for revolution in 
the colonial countries and as a call to ally 
with bourgeois- nationalist forces. How-

ever, in the Sparta-
cist article we also 
make the point that it 
was a sharp descent 
from these unclear 

formulations and opportunist appetites to 
the full-blown betrayal later of the 1925-
27 Chinese Revolution under Stalin and 
Bukharin. The South African party vastly 
misread the white miners’ anger coming 
off the smashing of the Rand strike. Their 
continued support to the Labour Party 
demonstrated their continued ambivalence 
toward the black proletariat.

In 1924 the CPSA national conference 
debated entering the Labour Party once 
again. Arguments based on interpretation 
of Comintern tactics that applied to 
Europe—where there were mass social-
democratic parties—were used to moti-
vate entry. By this time, the Rand strike 
and the Pact government had had an 
impact on Bunting and the party, as 
both made clearer that both the English-
speaking and Afrikaner workers were 
tightly in the grip of their racist and 
nationalist leadership. Bunting and Roux 
argued against entry and that the main 
task was to take their programme to 
the  black masses. This time they won. 
Some older members in the right wing 
fell away, and this cleared the way for 
the  party to turn its face to the black 
 proletariat.

The new youth group, the Young Com-
munist League (YCL) of the CPSA, most 
directly challenged the old status quo of 
the CPSA. In 1921 Eddie Roux, one of 
the first Afrikaners and native-born South 
Africans in the party, founded the youth 
group. As Eddie Roux came more under 
the influence of Bunting, he became an 
advocate for recruiting blacks to the party. 
Roux became a regular speaker for the 
Communist Party at ICU meetings. The 
ICU, which I will get back to later, was 
growing rapidly at this time. When Roux 
argued in early 1924 that they must recruit 
black youth and they must set up a Cape 
Town branch so they could recruit black 
and coloured youth, he found himself in 
a small minority. Roux appealed to the 
Young Communist International, and he 
was backed up, and the policy was imple-
mented. The YCL passed a motion stating 
that the main task of the YCL of South 
Africa is the organisation of the native 
youth.

They recruited two blacks early on: 
Stanley Silwana and Thomas Mbeki. Trade 
unionist Johnny Gomas, who be came a 
longtime leader of the CPSA, heard Roux 
speak at a YCL meeting in Cape Town in 
1924 and joined the party. Bunting had 
found new bloc partners with the new 
youth. Also, the Cape Town branch was 
more determined to recruit coloureds and 
blacks where racism was slightly more 
modulated than in the raw Rand area.

The ICU
There was tremendous political activ-

ity among the black workers in the mid 
to late 1920s. The ICU was the first mass 
popular semi-political union organisa-
tion of black and coloured workers. Its 
influence far overshadowed that of the 
Native Congress [predecessor of African 
National Congress (ANC)] in its time. 
The development of the ICU reflected 
the eagerness of black workers to organ-
ise in self-defence. It was organised 
by Clements Kadalie who came from 
Nyasa land, today’s Malawi. He organ-
ised the black Cape Town dock workers 
in 1919, and the ICU soon grew into the 
main political representative of blacks in 

South Africa

PART  TWO

Early Years of the  
Communist Party

Striking white 
miners protest 
outside  
Johannesburg 
court, 1922. 
Militant strike 
had reactionary 
goal: defense of 
racist color-bar 
in Rand mines.
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International Defence and Aid Fund for Southern Africa
Mass workers rally in Johannesburg, June 1918. Crowd was addressed by 
speaker from International Socialist League, predecessor of Communist Party.
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South Africa—organising city and farm 
 labourers all the way to Durban. 

The ICU was racked with internal 
contradictions because it was a massive 
populist organisation. Kadalie endorsed 
the Afrikaner Nationalist leader General 
Barry Hertzog because he sent greet-
ings and a donation to the ICU. Kadalie 
looked to British trade-union bureaucrats 
and liberals, and by the end of the 1920s 
the organisation was disintegrating. In 
December 1926 he expelled the Commu-
nist Party members in the organisation, 
partly to please his newly acquired Brit-
ish liberal patrons. CPers had entered the 
ICU to recruit out of it, and in 1923 Eddie 
Roux helped set up the Johannesburg ICU 
office. Young Communist League mem-
ber Thomas Mbeki became the Trans-
vaal secretary of the ICU. Among those 
expelled along with Mbeki in 1926 were 
Johnny Gomas and Jimmy La Guma, who 
had joined the CPSA while in the ICU 
and were the Cape Town ICU leadership. 
By the time they were expelled, the CPSA 
was so popular that several branches pro-
tested their expulsion.

Night School and the Unions
The Ferreirastown night school, set up 

in 1925, was run by T.W. Thibedi, the first 
black member of the International Social-
ist League (ISL) and later a CPSAer. It 
had its origins dating back to the days 
of the ISL. By 1928, it had over 100 stu-
dents and taught literacy with the use of 
The ABC of Communism [1920 book by 
Bolsheviks Nikolai Bukharin and Evgeny 
Preobrazhensky] along with other basic 
subjects. The school had been moved to 
a bigger building and was now run by a 
retired schoolteacher and militant atheist. 
In order to avoid arrest past nine o’clock, 

the teachers had to manufacture fake 
passes for all the students.

Much of the CPSA’s work required 
Bunting’s legal skills—he was for years 
the best-known lawyer in the country 
defending blacks against state repression. 
One story from this period of rapid black 
recruitment is interesting: Thibedi went 
to address a meeting of 1,000 in Potchef-
stroom. He was arrested, and the entire 
crowd attempted to follow him to the 
court. Thibedi was charged with incit-
ing hostility between the races. Bunting 
defended him, and an unusually liberal 
judge acquitted him. The CPSA held an 
immediate rally to celebrate the victory. 
A group of whites attacked the celebrat-
ing crowd, including attacking the white 
Communists. In response to seeing that 
a Communist lawyer could get a black 
man out of jail, and then witnessing the 
same white Communists being attacked 
by other white men, most of the residents 
of the location decided en masse to join 
the Communist Party.

The CPSA paper was renamed the 
South African Worker and had more than 
half its articles in Xhosa, Zulu and Sotho. 
The paper also serialised an adapted ver-
sion of The ABC of Communism, the book 
used in the Soviet Union to teach Marx-
ism and literacy. In the late 1920s, the 
CPSA finally made breakthroughs in both 
organising black unions and joint strug-
gles of white and black workers. They 
formed the Non-European Federation of 
Trade Unions in the Witwatersrand, and 
membership in the unions and the party 
grew rapidly. A whole new layer of black 

leadership was brought in, and the party 
was transforming itself into a majority 
black party of a couple of thousand. The 
South African party had some all-black 
branches. They had organised industrial 
unions with black leadership. The party 
had made a tremendous leap.

The Sixth Congress of the 
Comintern

One cannot evaluate this period with-
out the knowledge that a fierce battle 
was going on in the Comintern that 
impacted this small and remote party 
struggling to apply a revolutionary pro-
gramme. In economically backward Rus-
sia there was a political counterrevolu-
tion in 1923-24, which had its material 
basis in the destruction of industry and 
the death of many of the most politically 
advanced workers during the Civil War, 
combined with the defeat of revolution-
ary opportunities abroad, especially the 
1923 German Revolution. A parasitic 
bureaucratic caste led by Stalin usurped 
political power from the proletariat. Sta-
lin’s ration alisation for defeatism and 
abandonment of inter national revolution, 
“Socialism in One Country,” ultimately 
dictated the strategy for the South Afri-
can revolution, and would require the 
working class to be politically subor-
dinated to a so-called “anti-imperialist 
united front” with the national bourgeoi-
sie of the colonial countries. Supporters 
of Trotsky’s Left Opposition, many of 
whom were arrested and ultimately mur-
dered by Stalin’s police, fought against 
the degeneration of the revolution and for 
international proletarian revolution nec-
essary to build  socialism.

The ramifications of Stalin’s class-
collaborationist policies were tragically 

illustrated in China. In this largely peasant 
country the working class was highly con-
centrated in a few key cities like Shanghai 
and by 1925, inspired by the Russian Rev-
olution, it had begun to seek the road to 
power. But the Comintern leadership under 
Bukharin and Stalin was abandoning its 
revolutionary purpose. Over Trotsky’s 
objections, the Chinese Communist Party 
was subordinated to the nationalist party, 
the Guomindang. In 1927 the revolution 

was crushed. Out of this decisive histori-
cal test, Trotsky generalised the perspec-
tive of permanent revolution. This was 
codified in The Third International After 
Lenin (1929) and later in The Permanent 
Revolution (1930). In so doing, he both 
incorporated and transcended the evolved 
communist position on the colonial ques-
tion as codified at the Communist Interna-
tional’s First and Second Congresses. [For 
more background, readers are referred to 
the 2008 ICL pamphlet The Development 
and Extension of Leon Trotsky’s Theory 
of Permanent Revolution.]

The African National Congress (as the 
South African Native National Congress 
renamed itself in 1923) was the leadership 
of the only non-white petty-bourgeois 
nationalist movement in South Africa. It 

held disdain for workers. The ANC had 
consistently looked to British imperialism 
for their favours. They had no particular 
interest in the struggles of the black pro-
letariat. J.T. Gumede in this period was 
the ANC leader most supportive of the 
Comintern. He travelled the country after 
visiting the USSR to popularise the idea 
of Communism. His report to ANC chiefs 
in 1928, which referred to the overthrow 
of the tsar in 1917, caused the tribal lead-

ers to express alarm that they too would 
be killed if there was a Bolshevik Revo-
lution in South Africa. The degenerating 
Comintern courted the ANC as part of its 
appeal to nationalist leaders.

In February 1927, the Comintern organ-
ised the “Congress against Colonial 
Op pression and Imperialism” in Brussels. 
This conference was attended by Jawahar-
lal Nehru, Indian bourgeois-nationalist 
leader; Lemine Senghor, Senegalese 
Pan-Africanist; Messali Hadj, Algerian 
nationalist leader who ended up support-
ing [French imperialist ruler Charles] 
de Gaulle’s colonialist reform schemes 
in 1958 in the midst of the war of inde-
pendence; and Mohammed Hatta who 
became an anti-communist Indonesian 
nationalist. The Congress read out greet-
ings from the widow of Sun Yat-sen of the 
Guomindang of China just as the Shang-
hai proletariat and their Communist Party 
leadership were about to be slaughtered 
by her party. The Stalinised Comintern 
had made Chiang Kai-shek an honorary 
member of the Comintern, thus cement-
ing the subordination of the Chinese CP 
to these butchers. 

James La Guma attended the Congress 
as representative of the CPSA. Afterward 
La Guma travelled to Moscow and par-
ticipated in discussions with Bukharin 
and other CI leaders. A resolution passed 
by the Executive Committee of the CI 
(ECCI) laid out the same two-stage revo-
lution strategy for South Africa that led to 
annihilation of the working-class base of 
the Chinese CP. 

The ECCI’s resolution for the South 
African party, with the central slogan 
of “an independent Native republic as a 
stage towards a workers’ and peasants’ 
government,” was referred to the section 
for discussion. This was, in fact, the appli-
cation of the disastrous Stalinist Chinese 
strategy to South African soil: that only 
an anti-imperialist capitalist revolution 
led by the nationalist petty bourgeoisie 
was on the agenda. The dictatorship of 

continued on page 8
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was in attendance.



8 WORKERS VANGUARD

the proletariat is not on the agenda and 
must wait.

Bunting and his wife Rebecca and 
Edward Roux attended the 1928 Sixth 
Congress of the Comintern as delegates 
representing the majority of the party 
which opposed the new slogan. The Bunt-
ings found that the whole atmosphere of 
the Comintern had changed between 
the Fourth Congress they attended and 
the Sixth—the Fourth Congress had a 
spirit of hope and comradeship. They 
came to the Sixth Congress excited that 
they could report that the party was now 
largely black African. Out of 1,750 mem-
bers, 1,600 were black.  However, they 
were bluntly greeted with “We are going 
to attack you,” and were cold-shouldered 
by what Roux called “a hard-bitten gang 
of bureaucrats.” Bunting, who had fought 
for more than ten years to transform the 
party into majority black, was dismissed 
as a “white chauvinist.” Roux says he ran 
into Trotskyist sympathisers at the Con-
gress and heard cynical statements of del-
egates that Trotsky was right on China, 
but Trotsky was no longer a Communist.

Bukharin sycophants Jay Lovestone, 
a careerist in the U.S. party, and John 
Pepper, a Hungarian Communist who 
had been sent to the U.S., are mentioned 
as demonstratively ignoring Bunting’s 
speeches in the commission. Pepper was 
the major advocate of a farmer-labour 
party policy in the U.S. CP—basically a 
two-class workers and peasants party for 
America. James W. Ford, a leading black 
American delegate, ignored them. 

Bunting spoke against the “native 
republic” slogan, arguing that black Afri-
can peasants have been drawn into the 
working class where they are most mili-
tant, i.e., they are proletarianised. Indus-
try in South Africa is far advanced for a 
colonial country, and so consequently is 
the working class. Bunting objected to the 
fact that the draft programme of the CI 
referred only to “colonial masses” and not 
the colonial proletariat. There are classes 
in the colonial world. We do not have 
to wait for capitalism to develop; it has 
been thrust upon us. He begged for more 
Comintern attention to South Africa, and 
less ignorance of the particular condi-
tions in different colonies of the African 
continent. He said in his 20 August 1928 
speech at the Congress: “the class strug-
gle is practically coincident and simulta-
neous with the national struggle” (South 
Africa’s Radical Tradition, 1996). Roux 
also argued at the Congress that it is not 
the task for the party to artificially build 
a nationalist movement: “There is no need 
to go through the laborious and (from the 
point of view of the revolution) dangerous 
process of building up a native bourgeois-
nationalist movement the leadership of 
which must be displaced before the prole-
tarian revolution can be achieved” (South 
Africa’s Radical Tradition). 

Bunting also argued that the slogan 
would alienate white workers, that either 
the neutrality or occasional support of 
white labour would be of great value as 
a shield against state repression for the 
revolutionary native movement. Such 
arguments undermined his valid argu-

ments against two-stage revolution in 
South Africa. All the CP’s actions on the 
ground at home were toward Africanis-
ing the party. But Bunting did not have 
Lenin’s understanding that the struggle 
for national liberation using the methods 
of proletarian class struggle could be a 
powerful motor force for socialist revolu-
tion in South Africa. So he had nothing to 
counterpose to the Stalinist programme of 
politically chaining the black masses to 
the nationalist leadership. 

It didn’t really matter what Bunting 
and Roux argued about the class forces 
or the status of the national movement 
in South Africa. Hammering out a pro-
gramme for revolution was not the pur-
pose of this Congress. In evaluating 
the debates with Bunting and Roux at 
the Sixth Congress, you have to keep 
in mind that really what is going on is 
the increasingly conservative Comintern 
clubbing any potential opposition to the 
nationally limited programme of “Social-
ism in One Country” and class peace with 
the world bourgeoisie. The Bukharinites 
(although Bukharin was deposed soon 
after this Congress) were not looking for 
a correct political programme for South 
Africa; they were looking for followers 
who would toe the line of the Comintern 
leadership. Thus the Comintern resolved 
that: “Our aim should be to transform the 
African National Congress into a fight-
ing nationalist revolutionary organisation 
against the white bourgeoisie and the 
British imperialists, based upon the trade 
unions, peasant organisations, etc., devel-
oping systematically the leadership of the 
workers and the Communist Party in this 
organisation” (Resolution on “The South 
African Question” adopted by the ECCI 
following the Sixth Congress, reprinted in 
South African Communists Speak). 

Roux refers to a document that was 
circulating among certain delegates at 
the Congress—the first and third parts 
of The Third International After Lenin. 
Trotsky made the point that the Interna-
tional had no programme; it had ration-
alisations for defeats and generalities 
to cover its zigzag policies. The Stalin-
ists had replaced the struggle to win the 
working class organised in the unions to 
the Communist Party by the opportunist 
utilisation of the ready-made apparatus of 
the trade-union bureaucracy exemplified 

in England where the Soviet government 
maintained a bloc with the labour leader-
ship just as they were selling out a general 
strike, or in the so-called “revolutionary 
national bourgeoisie” as in China—in 
both cases ending in defeat for the work-
ers and oppressed. Trotsky was launching 
an international struggle to win the com-
munists back to the programme that had 
made the Bolshevik Revolution.

Seven years later, Trotsky wrote a let-
ter to the fledgling Left Oppositionists 
of the Workers’ Party of South Africa 
in response to their draft theses. He took 
issue with their argument that “the slogan 
of a ‘Black Republic’ is equally harmful 
for the revolutionary cause as is the slogan 
of a ‘South Africa for the whites’.” Based 
on the application of permanent revolu-
tion, Trotsky wrote that the character of 
the proletarian revolution in South Africa 
will be one of national liberation of the 
black masses as well:

“Three-quarters of the population of 
South Africa (almost six million of the 
almost eight million total) is composed 
of non-Europeans. A victorious revolu-
tion is unthinkable without the awaken-
ing of the native masses. In its turn, that 
will give them what they are so lacking 
today—confidence in their strength, a 
heightened personal consciousness, a 
cultural growth. 
“Under these conditions the South Afri-
can Republic will emerge first of all as 
a ‘black’ republic; this does not exclude, 
of course, either full equality for the 
whites or brotherly relations between 
the two races—depending mainly on the 
conduct of the whites. But it is entirely 
obvious that the predominant majority 
of the population, liberated from slavish 
dependence, will put a certain imprint on 
the state.
“Insofar as a victorious revolution will 
radically change the relation not only 
between the classes but also between 
the races and will assure to the blacks 
that place in the state that corresponds 
to their numbers, thus far will the social 
revolution in South Africa also have a 
national character.
“We have not the slightest reason to 
close our eyes to this side of the ques-
tion or to diminish its significance. On 
the contrary, the proletarian party should 

in words and in deeds openly and boldly 
take the solution of the national (racial) 
problem in its hands.
“Nevertheless, the proletarian party can 
and must solve the national problem by 
its own methods.
“The historical weapon of national lib-
eration can be only the class struggle.”

— Leon Trotsky, “On the South 
African Theses” (20 April 1935), 
Writings of Leon Trotsky  
(1934-35) (Pathfinder Press, 1971)

Bunting and Roux never found their way 
to Trotsky’s Left Opposition although other 
communists did join Trotsky’s Left Oppo-
sition and the Fourth International. Today 
we Trotskyists of Spartacist South Africa 
are the continuity of Lenin and Trotsky’s 
party. We fight for a black-centred workers 
government as part of a socialist federa-
tion of Southern Africa. This is directly 
counterposed to the illusion fostered by 
the South African Communist Party today 
that the “national democratic revolution” 
has achieved a “rainbow nation” based on 
the ANC’s celebrated doctrine of “non-
racialism.” We call for workers to break 
with the bourgeois Tripartite Alliance—a 
class-collaborationist nationalist popular 
front that ties the working class to the 
capitalist rulers.

Just a few final notes. Jones, always 
sickly, spent his last days in Moscow pro-
viding the invaluable service of translating 
parts of the early works of Lenin into Eng-
lish, including popularising What Is To Be 
Done? He also continued to write on the 
black question, and Africa and world impe-
rialism. He died in 1924. Bunting stayed in 
the CPSA. He carried on a difficult and 
courageous election campaign in Thembu-
land with Rebecca Bunting and their com-
rade Gana Makabeni as Xhosa interpreter. 
They attempted for the first time to bring 
the communist programme into the rural 
reserves whilst being watched by police 
and opposed by the Native chiefs living 
on government salaries. Bunting and oth-
ers were purged in 1931 as the party came 
under the direct manipulation of Stalin’s 
fake “left turn,” and he died some years 
later, still a loyal Communist. Eddie Roux 
repudiated his communist politics, became 
an academic and did a service by writing 
Time Longer Than Rope and S.P. Bunting: 
A Political Biography.

The early South African Communist 
Party was a mix of comrades in motion, 
grappling with a rapidly changing real-
ity, and racked with contradictions. There 
was an element in this party that was 
revolutionary internationalist, trying to 
apply Marxism to South Africa, and par-
ticularly to the question of ending black 
oppression. They were inspired and trans-
formed by the Russian Revolution, but, 
in the end, their struggle to sort out a 
strategy and programme for black libera-
tion and the dictatorship of the proletar-
iat was cut short as the Comintern they 
looked to was strangled by Stalin and his 
heirs. It is the revolutionary Trotskyists 
of Spartacist South Africa who are car-
rying forward the necessary fight for the 
programme of proletarian revolution in 
Southern Africa. n 

South Africa...
(continued from page 7)
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Connecticut—See Black Question.

CONSTRUCTION WORKERS
Capitalists Gun for NYC Construction Unions, 

#982, 10 June (12, 10, 11)

CUBA—And see Quote of the Week.
Bay of Pigs: Cuban Revolution Defeated U.S.-

Backed Invasion, #978, 15 Apr. (2, 11)
Economic Crisis and “Market Reforms”, #986, 

16 Sept. (1, 7, 8, 9, 10)

Davis, Troy—See Death Penalty.

DEATH PENALTY—And see Abu-Jamal, Mumia.
Supreme Court Gives Green Light to Troy Davis 

Execution, #978, 15 Apr. (12, 11)
Stop Legal Lynching of Troy Davis!, #986, 

16 Sept. (2)
Troy Davis Execution: Racist State Murder, #987, 

30 Sept. (1, 2)

Del Monte—See Longshoremen.

Dialectical Materialism—See Science.

Dream Act—See Immigration.

Drugs—See Black Question; Mexico; New York 
City. See also Prisons.

EAST GERMANY
Women and the East German Deformed Workers 

State (Spartakist) (W&R) (S)
Part One, #976, 18 Mar. (4, 5) 
Part Two, #977, 1 Apr. (8, 9, 10)

ECONOMY—And see Greece; “Occupy Wall 
Street” Protests; Quote of the Week; Tunisia. 
See also Public Workers.
We Need an All New Ruling Class—The 

Workers!, #985, 2 Sept. (1, 12, 13)*
We Need an All New Ruling Class… (C), #988, 

14 Oct. (2)
Economics of a Workers State in Transition to 

Socialism (YSp), #989, 28 Oct. (4, 6, 7)

EDUCATION—And see Black Question; Puerto 
Rico. See also Chile.
On Obama’s War on Public Education (YSp) (L), 

#974, 18 Feb. (8, 9) 
Letter from a Teacher: Charter School Hell (YSp) 

(L), #983, 8 July (5) 
Students in Capitalist America: Huge Debt, No 

Jobs, No Future (YSp), #989, 28 Oct. (5) 
Brutal CUNY Cop Attack on Tuition Protesters, 

#992, 9 Dec. (5)

EGYPT—And see Canada. See also Near East.
Mass Upheaval Challenges Dictatorship, #973, 

4 Feb. (1, 10, 11) 
Mass Upheaval Topples Hated Mubarak—

Military Takeover Props Up Capitalist Rule, 
#974, 18 Feb. (1, 13, 14, 15) 

Cliffites on Egypt—Pandering to Reactionary 
Muslim Brotherhood, #974, 18 Feb. (3, 5) 

Permanent Revolution vs. Arab Nationalism 
(YSp), #980, 13 May (6, 7, 8, 9) 

Emory, Evan—See Civil Liberties: Emory Case.

Energy—See Global Warming; Japan; Nuclear 
Power.

Environmentalism—See Germany; Global 
Warming; Nuclear Power.

EUROPE—And see Greece; Quote of the Week. 
See also Economy; Libya.
Economic Crisis Rips Europe, #992, 9 Dec.  

(1, 3, 4, 5)

European Union (EU)—See Europe; Greece. See 
also Economy; Tunisia.

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)—See Civil 
Liberties: Cases. See also Obituaries.

Feminism—See Woman Question. See also 
Abortion; New Left.

Fourier, Charles—See Woman Question.

Fourteenth Amendment—See Civil Liberties: 
General.

FRANCE—And see Ivory Coast; Paris 
Commune; Tunisia. See also Europe; Libya.
France, May 1968: Prerevolutionary Situation 

Betrayed by Communist Party (Le Bolchévik) 
(YSp) (S) 
Part One, #972, 21 Jan. (6, 7, 8)  
Part Two, #974, 18 Feb. (6, 7, 8) 
Part Three, #976, 18 Mar. (6, 8, 9)

Down With Racist Anti-Veil Law!, #979,  
29 Apr. (3) 

Freedom Road Socialist Organization 
(Fightback!)—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

French Communist Party (PCF)—See France.

GAY RIGHTS—And see Uganda.
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” and the Imperialist 

Military—No to ROTC on Campus! (YSp), 
#976, 18 Mar. (7, 9)

Georgia—See Death Penalty.

GERMANY—And see East Germany; Kurdish 
Question; Liebknecht, Karl. See also Europe; 
Greece; Paris Commune.
Capitalist Austerity and Anti-Muslim Witchhunt 

(Spartakist), #971, 7 Jan. (3, 4, 5)
Stop the Deportation of Leyla! (Spartakist) (YSp), 

#978, 15 Apr. (5)
Greens’ Anti-Nuclear Hysteria Amnesties  

Capitalism (Spartakist), #983, 8 July 
(6, 7, 8, 11)

GLOBAL WARMING—And see Nuclear Power.
On Global Warming (L), #972, 21 Jan. (2, 9)

Gone With the Wind—See Civil War, U.S.

Grant, Oscar—See Black Question.

GREECE—And see also Europe.
Mass Anger Over Savage Austerity, #983,  

8 July (1, 10, 11)*
Mass Anger... (C), #985, 2 Sept. (15)

Greek Communist Party (KKE)—See Greece.

GUATEMALA
Guatemala Under the Imperialist Boot, #986, 

16 Sept. (6, 10)

Gun Control—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Haymarket Martyrs—See Labor: History.

Health Care—See Black Question; Civil Liberties: 
General; Obituaries. See also Science.

History of the Marxist Movement—See Archives of 
the Marxist Movement; France; Labor: History; 
Liebknecht, Karl; Paris Commune; South 
Africa; Woman Question. See also Civil War, 
U.S.; Economy; Near East.

IMMIGRATION—And see Chile; Civil Liberties: 
Cases; France; Germany. See also South Africa.
Obama’s Crackdown on Immigrants, #982, 

10 June (1, 4)
Racist Alabama Law Drives Out Latino Workers, 

#990, 11 Nov. (1, 9)

Imperialism—See Europe; Libya; Quote of the 
Week; U.S.: International Relations. See also 
China; Near East.

 INDONESIA
West Papua, Indonesia—Strikers in Bloody Clash 

with U.S. Mining Giant, #989, 28 Oct. (12, 11)

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
(IBEW)—See Communications Workers.

International Communist League—See Canada; 
Laos; Libya; Zimbabwe. See also Greece.

International Longshore and Warehouse Union 
(ILWU)—See Longshoremen. See also Labor: 
General; “Occupy Wall Street” Protests.

International Longshoremen’s Association (ILA)—
See Longshoremen.

International Socialist League—See South Africa.

International Socialist Tendency —See Canada; 
Egypt; Thailand.

International Socialists (Canada)—See Canada.

IRAN—And see also Canada; Libya.
U.S./Israel Hands Off Iran!, #991, 25 Nov.  

(1, 10, 11)

Ireland—See Britain.

Islamic Fundamentalism—See Canada; Egypt; 
France. See also Bangladesh; Libya; Tunisia.

Israel—See Iran; Near East. See also Egypt.

Italy—See Europe; Libya.

IVORY COAST
French, UN Troops Out of the Ivory Coast!, #978, 

15 Apr. (3)

JAPAN—And see Germany.
Salute Heroic Japanese Nuclear Workers 

(CSDN), #977, 1 Apr. (3)
Japan Tsunami Disaster and Capitalist 

Criminality, #978, 15 Apr. (1, 8, 9, 10)

Jena, Louisiana—See Black Question.

ji Jaga (Pratt), Geronimo—See Obituaries.

Johns Hopkins University—See Black Question.

Jones, David Ivon—See South Africa.

Kasparova, Varsenika—See Archives of the 
Marxist Movement.

Kato, David—See Uganda.

KENYA
The Mau Mau Uprising Against British Imperialism 

(Workers Hammer), #988, 14 Oct. (4, 5, 6)

Kevorkian, Jack—See Obituaries.

KURDISH QUESTION—And see Germany.
German Reformists Tail Kurdish Nationalists’ 

Appeals to Imperialism (Spartakist) (YSp), 
#978, 15 Apr. (4, 6, 7)

LABOR
• General—And see Construction Workers; 

Longshoremen; “Occupy Wall Street” 
Protests; Public Workers; Quote of the Week.
The Anti-Union Drive and Black Workers (E), 

#978, 15 Apr. (3)

Subject Index...
(continued from page 12)

Pub li ca tions of the Pro me theus  Research  Library

Dog Days: James P. Cannon vs. Max Shachtman 
in the Communist League of America, 1931-1933
Documents and letters about an intense factional struggle which rent 
the American Trotskyist organization in the early 1930s. 118 doc u ments 
includ ing let ters by  Trotsky on inter na tional issues, some pub lished  
here for the first time. Exten sive intro duc tion and explan a tory notes,  
glossary, index, 16 pages of his tor i cal pho to graphs and graph ics, some 
pre vi ously unavail able or never before published. 
752 pages; smyth-sewn bind ing in paper and cloth. (2002)

Cloth: ISBN 0-9633828-7-X  $30.00   Paper: ISBN 0-9633828-8-8  $19.95
Shipping/Handling $4 (1 book), $6 (2-4 books)

This volume of Cannon’s writings covers the period when he was one 
of the  principal leaders of the American section of the Communist 
International. Extensive introduction and explanatory notes, bibliography, 
glossary, index, 16 pages of rare photographs.
624 pages; smyth-sewn binding. (1992) 
Paper: ISBN 0-9633828-1-0 $14.50   Shipping/Handling $4

Order from/make checks payable to:  
Spartacist Publishing Company, Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY  10116

James P. Cannon and the Early Years of American 
Communism: Selected Writings and Speeches, 1920-1928

New York State residents add 8.875% sales tax to book price and S/H. 
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Capitalist Profit Means Workers’ Lives, #981,  
27 May (5)

NYC—Labor: Organize Wal-Mart!, #981,  
27 May (9)

• History
Lucy Parsons on the Origins of May Day:  

“The Haymarket Martyrs”, #979, 29 Apr. (4, 5)
A Revolutionary Marxist History of May Day, 

#981, 27 May (4, 5, 6, 7, 8)

LAOS
On Laos (L), #977, 1 Apr. (2)

LEFT ORGANIZATIONS
Shocking! There’s Gambling in Rick’s Café (E), 

#981, 27 May (2) 

Left Party—See Europe; Germany.

Lenin, V. I.—See Quote of the Week. See also 
Archives of the Marxist Movement; Egypt; 
Europe; France; Paris Commune; Public 
Workers; Workers World Party.

LIBYA
Imperialists Hands Off Libya!, #976, 18 Mar. 

(12, 11)
War Against Qaddafi’s Libya: Imperialist Terror 

and Lies, #977, 1 Apr. (1, 6, 7)
Defend Libya Against Imperialist Attack! 

Statement of the International Executive 
Committee of the International Communist 
League (Fourth Internationalist), #977, 1 Apr. 
(1, 7)

Imperialists Escalate War on Libya, #979, 29 Apr. 
(1, 10)

On the Libyan Opposition (L), #979, 29 Apr. (2)
Refugees Drown as Imperialists Step Up War on 

Libya, #981, 27 May (12, 9)
Imperialists Overthrow Qaddafi Regime (Workers 

Hammer), #987, 30 Sept. (3, 11)
Imperialist Butchers Gloat over Qaddafi 

Lynching, #989, 28 Oct. (1, 10)

Lichtenstein, Carl—See Obituaries.

LIEBKNECHT, KARL —And see also Labor: 
History.
Honor Lenin, Luxemburg and Liebknecht, #972, 

21 Jan. (2)
Liebknecht and the Spartacists (L), #974, 

18 Feb. (2)

Liu Xiaobo —See China.

LONGSHOREMEN—And see also Labor: 
General; “Occupy Wall Street” Protests; 
Workers Vanguard.
ILA Under Attack Over Strike to Save Jobs, #971, 

7 Jan. (12, 9)
Union Attacked for Solidarity with Public 

Workers—All Labor Must Defend ILWU Local 
10!, #979, 29 Apr. (12, 11)

Longview, WA: ILWU Battles Union Busters, 
#984, 5 Aug. (12, 11)

Longshoremen Play Hardball in Longview, 
Washington—ILWU Fights Deadly Threat, 
#986, 16 Sept. (12, 11)

Defend Longview ILWU Against Bosses’ Cops 
and Courts!, #987, 30 Sept. (12, 11)

Longview, Wash.—See Longshoremen.

López Rivera, Oscar—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Los Angeles—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Manning, Bradley—See Civil Liberties: Cases; 
U.S.: International Relations.

Marx, Karl—See Civil War, U.S.; Quote of the 
Week; Woman Question. See also Economy; 
Education; Labor: History; Paris Commune; 
Science; South Africa.

Mau Mau Uprising—See Kenya.

May Day—See Labor: History.

May 1968—See France.

MEXICO—And see also Chile.
A Marxist Analysis of the Mexican Revolution of 

1910 (Espartaco) (S)
Part One, #973, 4 Feb. (4, 5, 6, 11) 
Part Two, #974, 18 Feb. (10, 11, 12, 13)

Down With the “War on Drugs”! U.S. Spy Drones 
over Mexico, #979, 29 Apr. (2)

Michigan—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Minneapolis Teamsters Strike—See Quote of the 
Week.

Mississippi—See Black Question.

Montes, Carlos—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

MOVE—See Black Question.

Muslims—See U.S.: “War on Terror.” See also 
France; Germany.

Nationalism—See Egypt. See also Greece; 
Mexico; Near East.

NATO—See Libya.

NEAR EAST—And see Egypt.
Palestinian Trotskyists on the Partition of 

Palestine and the 1948 Arab-Israel War (by 
the Revolutionary Communist League), #981, 
27 May (2, 11)

Israel “Celebrates” Founding by Slaughtering 
Palestinians Again, #981, 27 May (1, 10, 11)

Statehood Charade at UN—U.S./Israel Tighten 
Screws on Palestinians, #988, 14 Oct. (1, 8, 9)

NEW LEFT
From 1960s New Left to Trotskyism—

Recollections of a Participant (S)
Part One, #990, 11 Nov. (4, 5, 6) 
Part Two, #991, 25 Nov. (6, 7, 8)

NEW YORK CITY—And see Civil Liberties: 
General; Civil War, U.S.; Construction 
Workers; Education; Labor: General; “Occupy 
Wall Street” Protests; Transit Workers; 
Workers World Party. See also Public Workers.
Bloomberg’s Snow Job on Working People—

Beat Back Attack on Public Workers Unions!, 
#972, 21 Jan. (1, 10, 11)

Down With Racist “War on Drugs”! NYPD Rips 
Apart Black Families, #986, 16 Sept. (5)

North Korea—See South Korea.

NUCLEAR POWER—And see Germany.
Nuclear Power and Capitalism (L), #989, 28 Oct. 

(2, 9)

Nuclear Weapons—See Iran.

Nuclear Workers—See Japan.

Oakland—See Black Question; Longshoremen; 
“Occupy Wall Street” Protests. See also New 
Left.

OBITUARIES —And see Uganda.
Geronimo ji Jaga (Pratt), 1947-2011, #982, 

10 June (2)
Carl Lichtenstein, 1942-2011, #984, 5 Aug. (3)
In Honor of Dr. Kevorkian, #984, 5 Aug. (9)
Geronimo Pratt Refused to Bow (L), #988, 

14 Oct. (2)

O’Brien, James Bronterre—See Quote of the 
Week.

“OCCUPY WALL STREET” PROTESTS
“Occupy Wall Street”: Rebels for Liberal 

Reform—For Workers Revolution to 
Expropriate the Capitalist Class!, #988, 
14 Oct. (12, 10, 11)

Know Your Enemy: NYPD Arrests Hundreds, 
#988, 14 Oct. (12, 11)

Capitalist Crisis Sparks Populist Protests, #989, 
28 Oct. (1, 8, 9)

On “Occupy Wall Street” (L), #989, 28 Oct. (2)
Labor Bureaucrats Promote “99 Percent” 

Populism—Thousands Come Out to “Occupy 
Oakland” Protest, #990, 11 Nov. (12, 8, 9)

SYC: “Cops Are Not Workers, They Are 
Strikebreakers”, #990, 11 Nov. (8)

Democrats Unleash Cop Crackdown—Drop the 
Charges Against All Occupy Protesters!, #991, 
25 Nov. (12, 11)

October Review—See China.

Ohio—See Black Question.

Pakistan—See U.S.: “War on Terror.” See also 
U.S.: International Relations.

Palestinians—See Near East. See also Civil 
Liberties: Cases; Egypt.

PARIS COMMUNE—And see Quote of the 
Week.
140th Anniversary—Lessons of the Paris 

Commune (YSp) (S) 
Part One, #985, 2 Sept. (8, 9, 10, 11) 
Part Two, #987, 30 Sept. (4, 5, 6, 7)

Revolutionary Women in the Paris Commune 
(YSp), #987, 30 Sept. (5, 7)

Parsons, Albert—See Labor: History.

Parsons, Lucy—See Labor: History.

PARTISAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE—And see 
Civil Liberties: Cases; Japan. See also South 
Korea; Spartacus Youth Clubs.
25th Annual Holiday Appeal for Class-War 

Prisoners (CSDN), #975, 4 Mar. (4)
Free the Class-War Prisoners! 26th Annual PDC 

Holiday Appeal (CSDN), #991, 25 Nov. (3, 10)

Permanent Revolution—See Egypt; Mexico; Peru; 
Quote of the Week; Thailand; Tunisia. See also 
Bangladesh; Kenya.

PERU
Peruvian Elections and the Shadow of Fujimori, 

#984, 5 Aug. (4, 5, 10)

Philadelphia—See Abu-Jamal, Mumia; Black 
Question.

Phillips, Martha—See Civil War, U.S.

Pinell, Hugo—See Civil Liberties: Cases. See also 
Partisan Defense Committee.

PKK (Kurdistan Workers Party)—See Kurdish 
Question.

Planned Parenthood—See Abortion.

Police—See “Occupy Wall Street” Protests; 
Puerto Rico. See also Black Question; 
Longshoremen.

Populism—See “Occupy Wall Street” Protests.

Pornography—See Civil Liberties: Cases, Emory 
Case.

Pratt, Geronimo—See Obituaries.

PRISONS
Hunger Strike in California Prison Hell, #984, 

5 Aug. (1, 10, 11)
California: Sadistic Jailers Crack Down on Prison 

Hunger Strikers (CSDN), #988, 14 Oct. (3)

Prometheus Research Library—See Obituaries.

PUBLIC WORKERS—And see Longshoremen; 
New York City.
Wisconsin Showdown Over Union Rights, #975, 

4 Mar. (1, 8)
All Labor Must Fight Assault on Public Workers 

Unions!, #975, 4 Mar. (1, 9, 10, 11)
Labor Tops Derail Anger, Promote Democrats—

Wisconsin: Defend the Unions Through Class 
Struggle!, #976, 18 Mar. (1, 2)

PUERTO RICO—And see Civil Liberties: Cases.
Support the Puerto Rico Student Strike! (YSp), 

#972, 21 Jan. (12, 9)
Protest Repression Against Student Strike 

Militants, #977, 1 Apr. (12, 11)

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
Soviet Publication of Secret Treaties (Leon 

Trotsky), #971, 7 Jan. (2)
Tunisia, Egypt and Permanent Revolution (Leon 

Trotsky), #973, 4 Feb. (2)
Labor Versus the Capitalist State (Leon Trotsky), 

#976, 18 Mar. (2)
On Defense of Dependent Countries Against 

Imperialism (Leon Trotsky), #977, 1 Apr. (2)
Defend the Cuban Revolution! (Revolutionary 

Tendency), #978, 15 Apr. (2)
Capitalism and “Freedom of the Press” 

(V. I. Lenin), #979, 29 Apr. (2)
In Commemoration of the Paris Commune 

(Max Shachtman), #980, 13 May (2)
Only Workers Revolution Will Put an End to 

Capitalist Crises (Leon Trotsky), #982,  
10 June (2)

Socialism and Technology (Leon Trotsky), #983, 
8 July (2)

Inequality and the Capitalist Economy (Karl 
Marx), #984, 5 Aug. (2)

Capitalist Crisis and Mass Misery (Leon Trotsky), 
#985, 2 Sept. (2)

The Revolutionary Newspaper (V. I. Lenin), #986, 
16 Sept. (2)

Labor Struggles and the Capitalist State 
(James P. Cannon), #987, 30 Sept. (2)

The Necessity of Revolutionary Leadership 
(Socialist Labour League), #988, 14 Oct. (2)

Those Who Labor Must Rule! (James Bronterre 
O’Brien), #989, 28 Oct. (2)

Consciousness and the Tasks of a Revolutionary 
Vanguard (V. I. Lenin), #991, 25 Nov. (2)

For a Workers Europe! (Leon Trotsky), #992,  
9 Dec. (2)

Religion—See Bangladesh; Egypt; Science; 
Uganda. See also East Germany; Mexico; 
Obituaries.

Revolutionary Communist League (Palestine)—
See Near East.

Revolutionary Internationalist Organization 
(Germany)—See Kurdish Question.

Revolutionary Socialists (Egypt)—See Egypt.

Revolutionary Tendency (RT)—See Quote of the 
Week. See also Cuba.
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ROTC—See Gay Rights.

San Francisco—See Civil Liberties: Cases; 
Longshoremen; Transit Workers.

San Francisco 8—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Sanitation Workers—See New York City.

SCIENCE—And see Civil Liberties: General; 
Global Warming; Japan. See also Obituaries.
In Defense of Marxism and Science, #971, 7 Jan. 

(6, 7, 8, 9)

Sexuality—See Civil Liberties: Cases, Emory 
Case.

Shachtman, Max—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; Quote of the Week.

Slavery—See Black Question; Civil War, U.S.

Smoking —See Civil Liberties: General.

Socialist Equality Party—See Libya.

Socialist Labour League—See Quote of 
the Week.

Socialist Workers League of Korea—See South 
Korea.

Socialist Workers Party (Britain)—See Thailand. 
See also Britain; Libya.

SOUTH AFRICA —And see also China; Uganda; 
Zimbabwe.
Cops Kill Shop Steward on the Picket Line, #977, 

1 Apr. (12, 11)
For a Class-Struggle Fight Against Labor Broker 

Parasites! (Spartacist South Africa) #985, 
2 Sept. (4, 5, 6, 7)

Early Years of the Communist Party (S) 
Part One, #991, 25 Nov. (4, 5, 9) 
Part Two, #992, 9 Dec. (6, 7, 8)

“The Bolsheviks Are Coming” (by the 
International Socialist League), #991, 
25 Nov. (5)

SOUTH KOREA
Socialist Workers League Members Sentenced 

for Political Activity, #973, 4 Feb. (3)

Soviet Union—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; Quote of the Week. See also China; 
Cuba; East Germany; Economy; Germany; 
Libya; U.S.: “War on Terror.”

SPAIN—And see also Europe; Mexico; “Occupy 
Wall Street” Protests.
“Socialist” Government Imposes Martial Law to 

Break Strike—Defend Air Traffic Controllers!, 
#971, 7 Jan. (12, 11)

Spartacist League—See New Left; Obituaries; 
Workers Vanguard. See also Civil War, U.S.; 
Cuba; Liebknecht, Karl; Puerto Rico.

SPARTACUS YOUTH CLUBS—And see 
Education; “Occupy Wall Street” Protests; 
Woman Question; Workers World Party. See 
also Workers Vanguard.
Capitalism Has Nothing to Offer Youth—SYC 

Speech at New York Holiday Appeal (YSp), 
#974, 18 Feb. (9)

Join the Spartacus Youth Clubs! What We Fight 
For (YSp), #978, 15 Apr. (6)

Join the Spartacus Youth Clubs! (YSp), #985,  
2 Sept. (11)

Stalinism—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; China; Cuba; East Germany; 
France; Laos. See also Egypt; Greece; Mexico; 
New Left; Thailand; Tunisia.

Steel Workers—See Canada.

Stewart, Lynne—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Students for a Democratic Society (SDS)—See 
New Left.

Supreme Court, U.S.—See Abu-Jamal, Mumia; 
Death Penalty.

Teachers—See Education.

THAILAND
For a Workers and Peasants Government! 

(Australasian Spartacist), #972, 21 Jan. 
(3, 4, 5)

Cliffites Back Capitalist Party in Elections—
Imperialists Demand “Stability” (Australasian 
Spartacist), #989, 28 Oct. (3, 11)

Toro, Victor—See Chile.

Torres, Francisco—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

TRANSIT WORKERS —And see also “Occupy 
Wall Street” Protests; Public Workers.
A Transit Worker’s Inside Story (L), #972,  

21 Jan. (10)

Union vs. Management in NYC Transit (L), #977, 
1 Apr. (2)

Defiant S.F. MUNI Workers Betrayed by TWU 
Misleaders, #983, 8 July (12, 9)

Transport Workers Union (TWU)—See Transit 
Workers. See also “Occupy Wall Street” 
Protests; Public Workers.

Triangle Shirtwaist Fire—See Labor: General.

Trotsky, Leon—See Quote of the Week. See also 
Britain; China; Cuba; East Germany; France; 
Global Warming; Labor: History; Mexico; Paris 
Commune; Public Workers; South Africa; 
Tunisia; U.S.: International Relations.

Trotskyism—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; France; New Left. See also Civil 
War, U.S.; Cuba; Egypt; Near East; New Left; 
South Africa.

Tubman, Harriet—See Civil War, U.S.

TUNISIA—And see also Libya.
Dictator Flees, Protests Continue, #973, 4 Feb. 

(1, 7, 8, 9)
Economic Crisis and the Tunisia Uprising, #982, 

10 June (5)

Turkey—See Kurdish Question. See also 
Germany.

Turn Left Thailand—See Thailand.

UGANDA
U.S. Reactionaries Stir Up Anti-Gay Terror— 

Gay Rights Activist Brutally Murdered, #977, 
1 Apr. (5)

United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW) —
See Labor: General.

United Nations—See Near East. See also Iran; 
Ivory Coast; Libya.

United Secretariat (USec)—See China; France; 
Libya.

UNITED STATES

• General—And see Abortion; Black Question; 
Civil Liberties: General, Cases; Civil War, 
U.S.; Death Penalty; Economy; Education; 
Immigration; Labor: History; “Occupy Wall 
Street” Protests; Prisons; Public Workers. See 
also Gay Rights; Left Organizations; New Left; 
Workers World Party.
The Arizona Shooting and Obama’s “Socialist” 

Choirboys, #973, 4 Feb. (2, 3)

• International Relations—And see China; 
Civil Liberties: Cases; Cuba; Iran; Left 
Organizations; Libya; Mexico; Puerto Rico. 
See also Civil Liberties: General; Egypt; 
Europe; Near East; Thailand; Uganda.
Free Private Manning! Hands Off Julian Assange! 

WikiLeaks, Imperialist Lies and Retribution, 
#971, 7 Jan. (1, 2, 10, 11)

U.S. Imperialism “Protecting Civilians”, #977, 
1 Apr. (6)

• “War on Terror”—And see Civil Liberties: 
Cases; Germany.
Anti-Muslim Witchhunt on Capitol Hill, #976,  

18 Mar. (12)
U.S. Murders Its Frankenstein’s Monster Bin 

Laden, #980, 13 May (1, 2, 11)

Al-Awlaki Assassination: U.S. State Terror, #988, 
14 Oct. (1, 7)

United Steelworkers (USW)—See Canada.

Verizon Strike—See Communications Workers.

Vietnam—See Laos. See also New Left; U.S.: 
International Relations.

Vilca, Daniel Guevara—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Wallace, Catrina—See Black Question.

Wal-Mart—See Labor: General.

Washington, D.C.—See Abortion.

West Papua—See Indonesia.

White, John—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

WikiLeaks—See U.S.: International Relations. 
See also Civil Liberties: Cases.

Wisconsin—See Public Workers. See also 
Longshoremen.

WOMAN QUESTION—And see Abortion; 
Archives of the Marxist Movement; 
Bangladesh; East Germany; Education; Paris 
Commune. See also Egypt; France; New Left; 
Tunisia.
Feminism vs. Marxism: Origins of the Conflict 

(YSp) (reprinted from Women and Revolution 
No. 5, Spring 1974), #982, 10 June  
(6, 8, 9, 10)

How I Broke with Feminism and Became  
a Revolutionary Marxist (YSp), #982,  
10 June (7)

Women’s League for Defense of Paris and Aid to 
the Wounded—See Paris Commune.

WORKERS WORLD PARTY (WWP)—And 
see also Left Organizations; Libya; Near East; 
U.S.: General.
Debate at SYC Class—WWP Hustles for 

Capitalist Politician Charles Barron (YSp), 
#983, 8 July (4, 5)

WORKERS VANGUARD
Workers Vanguard Subscription Drive

2011 Quotas, #985, 2 Sept. (3)
Week Two Totals, #986, 16 Sept. (2)
Week Four Totals, #987, 30 Sept. (7)
Final Totals, #988, 14 Oct. (9)

Statement of Ownership, Management and 
Circulation, #988, 14 Oct. (7)

A Thank You Note (L), #992, 9 Dec. (2)
2011 Subscription Drive Success— 

WV Welcomes New Readers, #992, 
9 Dec. (2, 5)

Workplace Safety—See Labor: General. And see 
Japan.

World War I—See Liebknecht, Karl.

Yemen—See U.S.: “War on Terror.”

Zhenotdel—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement.

ZIMBABWE
Hands Off Leftists, Trade Unionists!, #975,  

4 Mar. (3)

Bound Volumes of ICL Publications

Spartacist (English edition)
Volume 1: Issues 1 to 20, February 1964 to July 1971  
(out of stock)

Volume 2: Issues 21 to 30, Autumn 1972 to Autumn 1980  
(out of stock)

Volume 3: Issues 31 to 40, Summer 1981 to Summer 1987 
(out of stock)

Volume 4: Issues 41-42 to 47-48, Winter 1987-88 to 
Winter 1992-93

Volume 5: Issues 49-50 to 54, Winter 1993-94 to 
Spring 1998

Spartacist (German edition)
Volume 1: Issues 1 to 10, Spring 1974 to Winter 1981-82

Volume 2: Issues 11 to 18, Winter 1983-84 to Spring 1997

Spartacist (French edition)
Volume 1: Issues 1 to 14, May 1972 to December 1977

Price per volume (includes postage):
Spartacist (English edition) Volume 5: $75

All others: $30

Journal of the Women’s Commission  
of the Spartacist League/U.S.
Volume 1: Issues 1 to 20, May-June 1971 to Spring 1980 

$27 (includes postage)

Volume 2: Issues 21 to 36, Winter 1980-81 to Spring 1989 
$75 (includes postage)

Organ of the Spartacist League/U.S.
Volumes 1 to 39, 1970 through 2008, include one year of WV 
except: Volume 1 includes 1970-73, Volumes 4 to 9 include  
six months each of WV weekly, 1976-78. (Volumes 1, 7, 13, 20 
out of stock)

Price per volume (includes postage):
Vol. 1-35: $35  •  Vol. 36-39: $90

All volumes are indexed. Some volumes available on microfilm 
upon request.
Discounts available for larger orders of any combination of  
WV and Spartacist: Please inquire. 
Order from/pay to:  Spartacist Publishing Co., Box 1377 GPO 

New York, NY 10116, USA



ABORTION—And see also East Germany.
For Free, Safe Abortion on Demand!, #975,  

4 Mar. (12, 11)
Congress Bans Abortion Funds for D.C., #979,  

29 Apr. (5)
Anti-Abortion Onslaught Targets Blacks, 

Poor (W&R), #986, 16 Sept. (3)

ABU-JAMAL, MUMIA—And see also Partisan 
Defense Committee.
Federal Appeals Court Orders New Sentencing 

Hearing, #980, 13 May (12)
New Move to Reinstate Death Sentence for 

Mumia, #984, 5 Aug. (5)
Supreme Court Rejects D.A. Appeal to Reinstate 

Death Sentence (CSDN), #988, 14 Oct. (3)

Afghanistan—See U.S.: “War on Terror.” See also 
U.S.: International Relations.

Africa—See China. See also Kenya.

Alabama—See Immigration.

Al-Awlaki, Anwar—See U.S.: “War on Terror.”

Angola—See China.

ARCHIVES OF THE MARXIST MOVEMENT—
And see Labor: History; Liebknecht, Karl; 
Near East.
On Communist Work Among Women in Soviet 

Central Asia, #975, 4 Mar. (2, 5)
Revolution and Counterrevolution in Russia (by 

Max Shachtman, New International, January 
1938), #990, 11 Nov. (2, 7)

Armed Forces—See Gay Rights.

Assange, Julian—See U.S.: International 
Relations.

AUSTRALIA—And see also Indonesia.
Australia Floods—Capitalist Greed and Neglect 

(Australasian Spartacist), #977, 1 Apr. (4)

Baltimore—See Black Question.

BANGLADESH
Women Garment Workers Fight Starvation 

Wages (Workers Hammer), #974, 18 Feb. (4, 5)
Barbaric Mutilation of Bangladeshi Woman 

(Spartacist Canada) (W&R), #986, 16 Sept. (4)

Barron, Charles—See Workers World Party.

Bin Laden, Osama—See U.S.: “War on Terror.”

Black Panther Party—See Civil Liberties: Cases; 
Obituaries. See also Civil War, U.S.; New Left; 
Workers World Party.

BLACK QUESTION—And see Abortion; Civil 
Liberties: General, Cases; Civil War, U.S.; 
Death Penalty; Labor: General; New York 
City; Obituaries; Prisons; Workers World 
Party. See also Immigration; Labor: History; 
Longshoremen; “Occupy Wall Street” Protests.
Mississippi’s Scott Sisters—Racist U.S. Justice: 

Cruel and Unusual, #972, 21 Jan. (1, 11)
Ohio: Black Mother Jailed for Getting Kids into 

Decent School, #977, 1 Apr. (3, 4)
State Vendetta for 2007 Protest—Jena, 

Louisiana: Free All Victims of Racist Cop 
Roundup!, #978, 15 Apr. (12, 11)

Connecticut: Homeless Mom Faces 20 Years for 
Putting Kid in Good School, #980, 13 May (12, 11)

Philly MOVE Massacre, 13 May 1985, #980, 
13 May (2)

A Tale of Two Trials, #983, 8 July (2)
Youth Fights Victimization for Sagging Pants—

Flying While Black, #984, 5 Aug. (2)
On the Race-Color Caste Oppression of Black 

People (L), #985, 2 Sept. (2, 3)
Mississippi, U.S.A.—Lynch Mob Murder of Black 

Worker, #985, 2 Sept. (3)
Johns Hopkins’ Lead Poisoning Experiment on 

Black Kids, #990, 11 Nov. (3, 9)

BRITAIN—And see Kenya; Libya. See also 
Zimbabwe.
For a Class-Struggle Fight Against Tuition Hikes 

and Budget Cuts! (Workers Hammer), #975, 
4 Mar. (6, 7)

For Class Struggle to Defend Public Sector Jobs! 
(Workers Hammer), #978, 15 Apr. (7)

Down With the Monarchy and the “United 
Kingdom”! (Workers Hammer), #984, 5 Aug. 
(6, 7, 8)

English Cities Erupt Over Racist Cop Killing, 
Austerity, #985, 2 Sept. (16, 14, 15)

California—See Prisons.

Cambodia—See Laos.

CANADA—And see Bangladesh.
Toronto: International Socialists on Egypt, Iran—

Cheerleaders for Class Collaboration, #975, 
4 Mar. (3)

Ontario: Steelworkers in Bitter Struggle Over 
Pensions (Spartacist Canada), #976, 18 Mar. 
(3, 10)

Canadian Elections: Imperialist War and War on 
the Workers, #980, 13 May (3, 11)

Postal Workers Hit by Anti-Union Law (Spartacist 
Canada), #983, 8 July (3, 9)

Cannon, James P.—See Quote of the Week. See 
also Civil War, U.S.

Central Asia—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement.

Charter Schools—See Education.

Chicago—See Labor: History. See also Civil 
Liberties: Cases.

CHILE
Stop Deportation of Chilean Leftist Victor Toro! 

(CSDN), #977, 1 Apr. (3)
Mass Protests Demand Free Education, #990, 

11 Nov. (12, 10, 11)

CHINA—And see also Cuba; Iran; South Africa.
Hong Kong: Fake Trotskyists Hail Imperialist 

Running Dog Liu Xiaobo, #981, 27 May (3, 9)
Fake Trotskyists in Camp of Counterrevolution—

Hue and Cry over China’s Role in Africa, #987, 
30 Sept. (8, 9, 10)*

Hue and Cry… (C), #992, 9 Dec. (3)

CIVIL LIBERTIES

• General—And see U.S.: “War on Terror.”
Immigrant Rights, Black Rights Go Hand in 

Hand—14th Amendment: Gain of Civil War 
Victory Over Slavery, #974, 18 Feb. (16, 15)

NYC: Anti-Smoking Totalitarianism—Bloomberg 
Butt Out!, #982, 10 June (3)

On NYC Smoking Ban (L), #988, 14 Oct. (2, 8)

• Cases—And see Abu-Jamal, Mumia; Black 
Question; Chile; “Occupy Wall Street” 
Protests; Partisan Defense Committee.
Free Hugo Pinell Now!, #971, 7 Jan. (10)

Jailed for Defending His Son Against Racist 
Thugs—John White Freed, #972, 21 Jan. (11)

More Subpoenas Against Midwest Leftists—FBI 
Infiltration Exposed, #973, 4 Feb. (12)

Vindictive Transfer to Texas Prison—Free Lynne 
Stewart Now!, #975, 4 Mar. (4, 5)

Support Fight to Free Private Bradley Manning 
(CSDN), #975, 4 Mar. (5)

Parole Denied for Puerto Rican Independence 
Fighter—Free Oscar López Rivera! (CSDN), 
#975, 4 Mar. (5)

Michigan: Federal Assault Charges for Pie 
Throwing (YSp), #980, 13 May (7)

FBI Raids Hit LA—Defend Chicano Activist 
Carlos Montes!, #982, 10 June (12, 11)

Final Unraveling of S.F. 8 Frame-Up—Charges 
Against Francisco Torres Dismissed (CSDN), 
#988, 14 Oct. (3)

Sentenced to Life in Child-Porn Witchhunt—Free 
Daniel Guevara Vilca Now!, #991, 25 Nov. (2)

• Emory, Evan
Michigan Bigots Hate YouTube, Sex, Children 

(YSp), #978, 15 Apr. (5)
On Evan Emory Article (YSp) (L), #980,  

13 May (7)

City University of New York (CUNY)—See 
Education; Workers World Party.

Civil Rights Movement—See Civil War, U.S.; New 
Left; Workers World Party.

CIVIL WAR, U.S.
Honor Harriet Tubman, Abolitionist Hero, #974, 

18 Feb. (2)
Commemorating the War That Smashed 

Slavery—Finish the Civil War! (S) 
Part One, #979, 29 Apr. (6, 7, 8, 9) 
Part Two, #980, 13 May (4, 5, 10)

Racist Trash: Not Gone With the Wind Yet, #979, 
29 Apr. (9)

Memorial Day: Ghosts of Confederacy in 
Brooklyn (E), #982, 10 June (2)

Colonialism—See Kenya. See also Mexico.
Committee for a Workers’ International—See 

China; Near East; South Africa.

COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS—And see 
also New Left.
Union Tops Call Off Verizon Strike, #985,  

2 Sept. (7)

Communications Workers of America (CWA)—See 
Communications Workers.

Communist Party of South Africa—See South 
Africa.

2011 SUBJECT INDEX Issues No. 971 (7 January) through No. 992 (9 December)

continued on page 9

GUIDE TO THE SUBJECT INDEX
• This subject index covers issues of Workers Vanguard 

published during 2011, from issue No. 971 (7 January) 
through the end-of-the-year issue No. 992 (9 December). 
During this time, WV was published biweekly, except 
skipping three alternate issues in June, July and August, 
and skipping the last issue in December. 

• The fullest listing is by SUBJECT. Subject headings are 
arranged alphabetically. Entries are listed chronologically 
with two exceptions: all entries comprising a series are 
listed together immediately following the first entry of 
the series; corrections immediately follow the relevant 
entry. An asterisk (*) after the page location of an entry 
indicates that a correction follows.

• Entries are listed under subject heads. In some cases, 
subject heads are broken down into subcategories. These 
subcategories are listed immediately after the initial 
subject head and preceded by a dot (•). The numbers 
following each entry headline give the issue number, date 
and page number(s) for the article. Thus:
For Free, Safe Abortion on Demand!, #975, 4 Mar. (12, 11)
means the headline of the article, issue No. 975, dated  
4 March 2011 beginning on page 12 and continuing on  
page 11.

• No entry is listed twice; refer to cross-references for 
guidance in locating the subject head for particular 
articles. Cross-references are of two types: those 
following the word “see” deal centrally with the subject 
head; those following the words “see also” are related 
articles. Subject heads in cross-references are separated 
by a semicolon, while subcategories of subject heads are 
separated by a comma. Thus:
Workplace Safety—See Labor: General. See also Japan.
means that articles about workplace safety can be found 
by going to the subject head LABOR and looking under 

the subcategory General. Related articles can be found by 
going to the subject head JAPAN.

• Individuals mentioned in articles are usually not a subject 
heading unless the article is primarily about the given 
person. Foreign political organizations are generally cross - 
referenced to their appropriate countries, while U.S. 
political organizations are listed under their organizational 
names. 

• Articles relating to foreign countries are listed under 
geographical headings and not normally under any other 
subject heading. Articles that deal centrally with U.S. 
foreign policy will be found under U.S.: International 
Relations or under the relevant geographical heading. 
For example, articles about the war on Libya will be found 
under LIBYA. 

• Articles under the Class-Struggle Defense Notes (CSDN) 
masthead are by the Partisan Defense Committee, a 
class-struggle, non-sectarian legal and social defense 
organization associated with the Spartacist League.

• Abbreviations used in entries are:

C: Correction

CSDN: Class-Struggle Defense Notes article

E: Editorial Note

L: Letter

S: Series

W&R: Women and Revolution article

YSp: Young Spartacus article

• Entries for articles that first appeared in the press of 
another section of the International Communist League 
indicate the name of the press in parentheses, for 
example: (Le Bolchévik). 
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