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The highly secretive National Secu-
rity Agency (NSA) has found details of 
its snooping activities splashed across 
the front pages of newspapers the world 
over ever since its former analyst Edward 
Snowden made off with a cache of docu-
ments earlier this year. Recent disclosures 
over U.S. surveillance of foreign heads of 
state have now put the White House in 
an awkward spot. For its part, the NSA 
baldly presents itself as the very guard-
ian of democracy. In the words of the 
agency’s own (classified) five-year plan, 
its electronic eavesdroppers “hold the 
moral high ground, even as terrorists or 
dictators seek to exploit our freedoms.” 
In reality, the billions of electronic inter-
cepts the NSA has amassed are simply the 
covert face of U.S. imperialism’s drive to 
dominate the world. In the seventy years 
that the U.S. has been the top imperialist 
power, millions have been slaughtered in 
wars to enforce its domination. 

Snowden, and before him Chelsea Man-
ning and Julian Assange, deserve full 
credit for revelations that at great personal 
cost have chipped away at the imperial-
ists’ facade of piety. The spying scandal 
has brought additional discomfort to an 
administration that lost face when it had 
to back down from an attack on Syria and 
then found its credibility further damaged 
when it bungled the implementation of 
its signature health care law. The White 
House is attempting to cover up its respon-
sibility for the “excesses” of the American 
snoops with an outpouring of lies, obfus-

cations and two-faced apologies. President 
Obama has surpassed his predecessor 
when it comes to invading privacy, shred-
ding basic democratic rights and enhanc-
ing covert police powers. Meanwhile, 
Congressmen who voted to pour oceans 
of money into the NSA (its 2013 budget 
request was $10.8 billion) have feigned 
surprise over the extent of spying.

An article by Henry Farrell and Martha 
Finnemore in the November/December 
issue of Foreign Affairs makes the obvi-
ous point that nothing has been revealed 
thus far about NSA spying that was 
really unexpected. The authors observe, 
“The deeper threat that leakers such as 
Manning and Snowden pose is more sub-
tle than a direct assault on U.S. national 
security: they undermine Washington’s 
ability to act hypocritically and get away 
with it.” Hypocrisy is a necessary compo-
nent of the democratic form of capitalist 
class rule. It is a sugar coating that masks 
the bitter taste of the exploitation and 
oppression inherent to capitalist society.

While attempting to lull the masses with 
hypocrisy, the bosses also employ the cops, 
the courts, the military and the prisons as 
the fundamental guardians of their rule. 
The NSA’s massive accumulation of data 
facilitates the depredations of U.S. impe-
rialism abroad as well as state control over 
the American population, including the 
repression of those who defy the dictates 
of the capitalist rulers. Never far from 
the minds of the exploiters is the working 
class, the only force with the cohesion and 
social power to overthrow capitalist rule.

The “war on terror” is a convenient fic-
tion, a political crusade that has provided 
the U.S. bourgeoisie with a pretext for 
enhancing its repressive arsenal. This appa-
ratus of state terror will be brought to bear 

in any future upsurge in workers struggle, 
when the capitalists’ war against labor 
militancy again flares up. In the 1886 Hay-
market massacre, Chicago police attacked 
workers rallying for the eight-hour day 
and arrested eight anarchist labor organ-
izers who were subsequently framed up 
and imprisoned or executed. After World 
War I, thousands of foreign-born radicals 
were deported in an attempt to quash the 
labor militancy that had been ignited in 
the U.S. by the Bolshevik Revolution in 
Russia. After World War II, the McCarthy 
witchhunts purged the reds who built the 
CIO industrial union federation from the 
labor movement.

U.S. Spying and the  
European Bourgeoisies

For their truth telling, Snowden, Man-
ning and Assange have all become targets 
of the American capitalist rulers. Chelsea 
Manning, then known as Bradley, was 
charged under the 1917 Espionage Act, 
convicted and sentenced in August to 35 
years in prison for the “crime” of exposing 
U.S. imperialism’s atrocities in Iraq, Af-
ghanistan and elsewhere. Assange, trapped 
in the Ecuadorean Embassy in London, is 
the target of a CIA manhunt for publish-
ing Manning’s revelations on WikiLeaks. 
Snowden depends precariously on a one-
year residency permit granted by Russian 
president Vladimir Putin, who nonetheless 
described the NSA’s mass surveillance 
programs as “the way a civilized society 
should go about fighting terrorism.” Some 
German politicians have now mooted 
offering Snowden political asylum in ex-
change for his testimony about U.S. spying.

Capitalist rulers like German chancel-
lor Angela Merkel and Brazilian president 
Dilma Rousseff are no doubt dismayed 

that the wheelings and dealings con-
ducted on their cell phones have become 
the property of the NSA. Merkel, who 
is seen as the Torquemada of European 
Union (EU) austerity, and Rousseff, who 
faces increasing economic discontent at 
home, have opted to enhance their rep-
utations by demagogically indicting the 
excesses of the American behemoth and 
posturing as champions of privacy rights 
that the U.S. government is trampling.

But the great power competitors of U.S. 
imperialism are themselves well practiced 
in turning the tools of espionage against 
their own populations. Soon after the 
French and German governments made a 
show of outrage over the NSA bugging 
their diplomatic offices, it was revealed 
that the two EU heavyweights were 
engaged in the same kind of domestic 
mass data collection as the NSA, sharing 
information with the Americans. Among 
the “Success Stories” trumpeted in one 
classified NSA document made available 
by Snowden is the German government 
modifying its interpretations of privacy 
laws “to afford the BND [intelligence ser-
vice] more flexibility in sharing protected 
information with foreign partners.”

Germany has long been miffed by its 
exclusion from the Five Eyes—the alli-
ance of the U.S., Britain and the junior 
imperialist suckerfish of Canada, Austra-
lia and New Zealand, which supposedly 
allows these partners access to virtually 
all of each other’s intelligence. Britain 
has, to date, been especially zealous in its 
defense of the U.S. super spies.  Invoking 
anti- terror law, British authorities de -
tained David Miranda, the partner of 
reporter Glenn Greenwald who published 
Snowden’s initial revelations, at Heathrow 
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Spying and Lying in the 
Belly of the Beast

U.S. Imperialists Squirm over Exposures
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In our last issue, we marked the anniver-
sary of the 1917 October Revolution with 
the article “The Proletarian Revolution 
in Russia” (WV No. 1033, 1 November). 
Fighting against the revolution’s degenera-
tion under Stalinist misrule, Leon Trotsky 
insisted that defense of the Soviet workers 
state against its imperialist and domestic 
class enemies was an essential precondi-
tion to fighting for proletarian political rev-
olution to oust the bureaucratic usurpers.

Based on this understanding, the Inter-
national Communist League intervened 
into the crucial events touched off by 
Boris Yeltsin’s U.S.-backed power grab in 
August 1991, with our comrades in Russia 
distributing over 100,000 copies of a leaf-
let titled “Soviet Workers: Defeat Yeltsin-
Bush Counterrevolution!” However, in the 
absence of mass working-class resistance, 
Yeltsin’s forces eventually consolidated 
power. A historic defeat for the interna-
tional proletariat, capitalist restoration 
meant social catastrophe for the Soviet 
working people, a fate that would surely 
befall the masses in China and the other 
remaining deformed workers states in the 
event of a victorious counterrevolution.

Accommodating the bourgeois “death 
of communism” lie, self-styled Marxists 
worldwide rushed to remove any taint of 
association with Bolshevism. In contrast, 
the ICL drew the lessons of the bitter defeat 
in the former Soviet Union in order to go 

forward in the struggle for new October 
Revolutions. Below we reprint excerpts 
from our article “How the Soviet Work-
ers State Was Strangled,” which appeared 
in WV No. 564 (27 November 1992) and 
later in a pamphlet of the same name. 

*   *   *

Since rising to power over the backs of 
the Soviet working class through a political 
counterrevolution in 1923-24, the Stalinist 
bureaucracy imposed a suffocating isola-
tion on the first workers state, suppressing 
one international revolutionary opportu-
nity after another. In the name of building 
“socialism in one country,” the Stalin-
ists—through terror and lies—method-
ically attacked and eroded every aspect 
of the revolutionary and internationalist 
consciousness which had made the Soviet 
working class the vanguard detachment of 
the world proletariat.

The isolated workers state was subjected 
to the unremitting pressures of imperial-
ism, not only military encirclement and 
an arms buildup aimed at bankrupting 
the Soviet economy, but also the pres-
sure of the imperialist world market. As 

Trotsky wrote in The Third International 
After Lenin: “it is not so much military 
intervention as the intervention of cheaper 
capitalist commodities that constitutes 
perhaps the greatest immediate men-
ace to Soviet economy.” Although the 
planned economy proved its superiority 
over capitalist anarchy during its period 
of extensive growth, as the need for 
quality and intensive development came 
to the fore the bureaucratic stranglehold 
more and more undermined the economy. 
Finally, through his perestroika “market 
reforms” and acquiescence to capitalist 
restoration throughout East Europe, Gor-
bachev opened wide the floodgates to a 
direct counterrevolutionary onslaught by 
Yeltsin & Co. 

The bourgeoisie and the Stalinists alike 
have long sought to identify Lenin’s Octo-
ber with Stalin’s conservative bureau-
cratic rule. But nationalist Stalinism is 
the antithesis of Leninist international-
ism. The Soviet degenerated workers state 
(and the deformed workers states which 
later arose on the Stalinist model) was a 
historic anomaly, resulting from the iso-
lation of economically backward Russia 
and the failure of proletarian revolution to 
spread to the advanced imperialist coun-
tries. Stalinism represented a roadblock 
to progress toward socialism. As Trotsky 
wrote in “Not a Workers’ and Not a Bour-
geois State?” (November 1937):

“That which was a ‘bureaucratic defor-
mation’ is at the present moment prepar-
ing to devour the workers’ state, without 
leaving any remains, and on the ruins of 
nationalized property to spawn a new 
propertied class. Such a possibility has 
drawn extremely near.”

While the Stalinist regime was able to pro-
long its existence as a result of the heroic 
victory of the Soviet masses over the Nazi 
invasion in World War II, Trotsky’s Marx-
ist analysis has ultimately, unfortunately, 
been vindicated in the negative.

Why did the Soviet working class not 
rally to defend its gains? How did the 
counterrevolution triumph and destroy the 
workers state without a civil war? In his 
seminal 1933 work laying out the per-
spective of proletarian political revolu-
tion, Trotsky polemicized against social 
democrats and proponents of various “new 
class” theories who claimed that under Sta-
lin’s rule, the Soviet Union had impercepti-
bly changed from a workers to a bourgeois 
state without any qualitative transforma-
tion of either the state apparatus or the 
property forms:

“The Marxist thesis relating to the cat-
astrophic character of the transfer of 

power from the hands of one class into 
the hands of another applies not only 
to revolutionary periods, when history 
sweeps madly ahead, but also to the peri-
ods of counterrevolution, when society 
rolls backwards. He who asserts that the 
Soviet government has been gradually 
changed from proletarian to bourgeois is 
only, so to speak, running backwards the 
film of reformism.”

— “The Class Nature of the Soviet 
State” (October 1933)

There was certainly nothing gradual or 
imperceptible about the social counterrev-
olution in the ex-USSR, which has been 
extremely violent and convulsive through-
out the former Soviet bloc. However, 

Trotsky also advanced the prognosis that 
a civil war would be required to restore 
capitalism in the Soviet Union and undo 
the deepgoing proletarian revolution.

In a wide-ranging discussion in the 
ICL two years ago on the counterrevo-
lutionary overturns in East Europe and 
the DDR (East Germany), it was noted 
that Trotsky had overdrawn the analogy 
between a social revolution in capitalist 
society and social counterrevolution in a 
deformed workers state (see Joseph Sey-
mour, “On the Collapse of Stalinist Rule 
in East Europe,” and Albert St. John, “For 
Marxist Clarity and a Forward Perspec-
tive,” Spartacist No. 45-46, Winter 1990-
91). Where the capitalists exercise direct 
ownership over the means of production, 
and thus are compelled to violently resist 
the overthrow of their system in order to 
defend their own property, the preserva-
tion of proletarian power depends princi-
pally on consciousness and organization 

of the working class.
Trotsky himself emphasized this point 

in his 1928 article “What Now?”:
“The socialist character of our state indus-
try...is determined and secured in a deci-
sive measure by the role of the party, the 
voluntary internal cohesion of the prole-
tarian vanguard, the conscious discipline 
of the administrators, trade union func-
tionaries, members of the shop nuclei, etc.”

— The Third International  
After Lenin

And again, in “The Workers’ State, Ther-
midor and Bonapartism” (February 1935), 
he stated: “In contradistinction to capital-

ism, socialism is built not automatically 

but consciously.”

When Trotsky wrote these articles, the 

memory of the October Revolution was 
still a part of the direct personal expe-
rience of the overwhelming mass of the 
Soviet proletariat, albeit already consid-
erably warped by Stalinist falsification 
and revision. In the intervening decades, 
the nationalist bureaucracy did much to 
extirpate any real understanding of what 
came to be iconized as the “Great Octo-
ber Socialist Revolution.” In Soviet mass 
consciousness, World War II, dubbed by 
the Stalinists the “Great Patriotic War” 
and suffused with the Russian- nationalist 
propaganda Stalin churned out during the 
war, came to supplant the October Rev-
olution as the epochal event in Soviet 
history. In the end, Stalin and his heirs 
succeeded in imprinting their nationalist 
outlook on the Soviet peoples; proletarian 
internationalism came to be sneered at as 
an obscure “Trotskyite heresy” of “export 
of revolution” or, at best, emptied of any 
content while paid cynical lip service.

With Gorbachev’s “new thinking”—i.e., 
his cringing capitulation to each and every 
imperialist ultimatum—even lip service 
to the ideals of the Bolshevik Revolution 
went by the boards. The Soviet soldiers 
who had been told, and believed, that 
they were fulfilling their “internationalist 
duty” in fighting against the reactionary 
Afghan mujahedin on the USSR’s bor-
der, were then maligned for perpetrating 
“Russia’s Vietnam” against Afghanistan. 
Gorbachev’s ignominious pullout from 
Afghanistan and his green light to the 
imperialist annexation of the DDR served 
only to further a sense of defeatism and 
demoralization among the Soviet masses, 
while the so-called Stalinist “patriots” who 
denounced Gorbachev’s concessions did 
so only to beat the drums for Great Rus-
sian imperial ambitions, explicitly hark-
ing back to the time of the tsars.

Even so, the spontaneous strikes which 
erupted in the Soviet coal fields in the 
summer of 1989 against the ravages of 
Gorbachev’s “market socialism” dramat-
ically demonstrated the potential for mil-
itant working-class struggle. As Russian 
social democrat Boris Kagarlitsky docu-
ments in his book Farewell Perestroika 
(1990), the strike committees in many 
areas became “the actual centre of popu-
lar power,” organizing food distribution, 
maintaining order, etc. As we pointed out 
at the time, the Kuzbass strikes “have 
quickly generated organizational forms of 
proletarian power, including strike com-
mittees and workers militias” (“Soviet 
Workers Flex Their Muscle,” WV No. 
482, 21 July 1989). 

These developments pointed to the 
possibility of authentic soviets, which—
by drawing in collective farmers, women, 
pensioners, soldiers and officers—could 
have served as the basis for a new proletar-
ian political power, ousting the bureauc-
racy through a political revolution. But 
when the Gorbachev regime reneged on 
its promises to the miners, pro- imperialist 
agitators trained by the “AFL-CIA” moved 
into the vacuum of leadership and set up 
the Independent Miners Union, organiz-
ing an activist minority of the miners as 
a battering ram for Yeltsin.

However, a majority of the miners as 
well as the rest of the Soviet working class 
remained passive in the three-sided con-
test between the Yeltsin-led “democrats,” 
Gorbachev and the more conservative 
wing of the Stalinists. The mass of work-
ers were wary, if not outright hostile, to 
the pro-Western advocates of a “market 
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This year marks the 28th anniversary 
of the Partisan Defense Committee’s 
program of sending stipends to class-
war prisoners, those behind bars for the 
“crime” of standing up to the varied ex-
pressions of racist capitalist oppression. 
The PDC’s Holiday Appeal raises funds 
to send monthly stipends to 21 class-war 
prisoners and also provides holiday gifts 
for the prisoners and their families. We do 
this not just because it’s the right thing to 
do. The monthly stipends, just increased 
from $25 to $50, and holiday gifts are not 
charity. They are vital acts of class soli-
darity to remind the prisoners that they 
are not forgotten.

The Holiday Appeals are a stark con-
trast to the hypocritical appeals of bour-
geois charities. Whether it comes from 
the megachurches of Southern televan-
gelists or the urbane editors of the New 
York Times, the invocation of “peace on 
earth and goodwill toward men” at this 
time of year is nothing more than a pub-
lic relations scam to obscure the grinding 
exploitation of workers and the beggar-
the-poor policies that are the hallmark of 
both major parties of American capital-
ism. The lump of coal in the Christmas 
stocking for millions of impoverished 
families this year is a drastic cut in their 
already starvation food stamp rations. 
Christmas turkey for many is likely to be 
sculpted from cans of Spam.

The prisoners generally use the funds 
for basic necessities, from supplement-
ing the inadequate prison diet to buying 
stamps and writing materials, or to pur-
sue literary, artistic and musical endeav-
ors that help ameliorate the living hell 
of prison life. As Tom Manning of the 
Ohio 7 wrote to the PDC four years ago: 
“Just so you know, it [the stipend] goes 
for bags of mackerel and jars of peanut 
butter, to supplement my protein needs.” 
In a separate letter, his comrade Jaan 
Laaman observed: “This solidarity and 
support is important and necessary for us 
political prisoners, especially as the years 
and decades of our captivity grind on.... 
Being in captivity is certainly harsh, and 
this includes the sufferings of our chil-
dren and families and friends. But prison 
walls and sentences do not and can not 
stop struggle.” 

We look to the work of the Interna-
tional Labor Defense (ILD) under its first 
secretary, James P. Cannon (1925-28), 
who went on to become the founder of 
American Trotskyism. As the ILD did, we 
stand unconditionally on the side of the 
working people and their allies in strug-
gle against their exploiters and oppres-
sors. We defend, in Cannon’s words, 
“any member of the workers movement, 
regardless of his views, who suffered per-
secution by the capitalist courts because 
of his activities or his opinion” (First Ten 
Years of American Communism, 1962). 

Initiated in 1986, the PDC stipend pro-
gram revived an early tradition of the ILD. 
The mid 1980s were a time of waning 
class and social struggle but also a time 
when the convulsive struggles for black 
rights more than a decade earlier still 
haunted America’s capitalist rulers, who 
thirsted for vengeance. Among the early 
recipients of PDC stipends were members 

and supporters of the Black Panther Party 
(BPP), the best of a generation of black 
radicals who sought a revolutionary solu-
tion to black oppression—a bedrock of 
American capitalism. 

Foremost among these was Geronimo ji 
Jaga (Pratt), former leader of the BPP in 
Los Angeles. Geronimo won his release 
in 1997 after spending 27 years behind 
bars for a murder the cops and FBI knew 
he did not commit. FBI wiretap logs, dis-
appeared by the Feds, showed that Geron-
imo was 400 miles away in San Francisco 
at the time of the Santa Monica killing. 
Other victims of the government’s deadly 
Counterintelligence Program (COINTEL-
PRO) remain entombed decades later. 
Absent an upsurge of class and social 
struggle that transforms the political land-
scape, they will likely breathe their last 
breaths behind bars.

Among the dozens of past stipend recip-
ients are Eddie McClelland, a supporter 
of the Irish Republican Socialist Party 
who was framed on charges related to 
the killing of three members of the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary in Northern Ireland, 
and Mordechai Vanunu, who helped 
expose the Israeli nuclear arsenal. At its 
outset, our program included five British 
miners imprisoned during the bitter 1984-
85 coal strike. State repression of labor 
struggle in the U.S. added to our program, 
for a time, other militants railroaded to 
prison for defending their union against 
scabs in the course of strike battles: Jerry 
Dale Lowe of the United Mine Workers 
in West Virginia, Amador Betancourt of 
Teamsters Local 912 in California and 
Bob Buck of Steelworkers Local 5668 
in West Virginia. (For more background 
on the PDC and the stipend program, see 
“18th Annual Holiday Appeal for Class-
War Prisoners,” WV No. 814, 21 Novem-
ber 2003.)

The most recent additions to the stipend 
program include Lynne Stewart and the 

Tinley Park 5. Stewart is an attorney who 
spent four decades fighting to keep black 
and radical activists out of the clutches of 
the state, only to find herself joining them 
behind bars on ludicrous “support to ter-
rorism” charges. The youthful anti-fascist 
fighters known as the Tinley Park 5 were 
thrown in prison for heroically dispersing 
a meeting of fascists in May 2012.

At the time of the September 11, 2001 
attacks on the World Trade Center and 
Pentagon, we warned that the enhanced 
police powers being amassed to go after 
immigrants from Muslim countries would 
also be used against the oppressed black 
population and the working class as a 
whole. That the “war on terror” takes aim 
at leftist opponents of this or that govern-
ment policy is affirmed by the massive 
“anti-terror” police mobilizations and 
arrests that have accompanied protest 
outside every Democratic and Republican 
national convention, among other gather-

ings, in recent years. Other recent exam-
ples include the FBI-coordinated nation-
wide crackdown on “Occupy” movement 
encampments and the state of siege in 
Chicago during the 2012 NATO summit.

The witchhunt against the Tinley Park 5 
coincided with and fed into the hysteria 
whipped up against the anti-NATO pro-
testers, particularly anarchists and par-
ticipants in Black Bloc actions. Sitting in 
jail awaiting trial for 18 months are three 
protesters set up by a police provocateur. 
They were arrested and charged under 
Illinois anti-terrorism statutes, the first 
time these laws were ever used. Free the 
anti-NATO protesters! Drop the charges!

Continuing the Legacy  
of Class-Struggle Defense

The PDC is a class-struggle, non- sectarian 
legal and social defense organization that 
champions cases and causes in the inter-
est  of the whole of the working people. 
This purpose is in accordance with the 
Marxist political views of the Spartacist 
League, which initiated the PDC in 1974. 
The PDC’s first major defense effort was 
the case of Mario Muñoz, the Chilean 
 miners’ leader threatened with death in 
1976 by the Argentine military junta. 
An international campaign of protests by 
unions and civil libertarians, cosponsored 
by the Committee to Defend Worker and 
Sailor Prisoners in Chile, won asylum 
in  France for Muñoz and his family. 
The  PDC has also initiated labor/black 
mobilizations against provocations by the 
Ku Klux Klan and Nazis from San Fran-
cisco to Atlanta to New York to Spring-
field, Illinois, and mobilized sections of 
the integrated labor movement to join 
these efforts.

Cannon’s ILD, which was affiliated to 
the early Communist Party, was our mo del 
for class-struggle defense. It fused the 
Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) 
tradition of militant class-struggle, non- 
sectarian defense and their slogan, “An 
injury to one is an injury to all,” with the 
internationalism of the 1917 Bolshevik 
Revolution, a revolution made not merely 
for the workers of Russia but for the work-
ers and oppressed of the world. These 
principles were embodied in the Inter-
national Organ ization for Aid to Fight-
ers of the Revolution (MOPR), a defense 
or gan  ization formed in the Soviet Union 
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28th Annual PDC Holiday Appeal

Free the Class-War Prisoners!
Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!

Free Lynne Stewart!

Saturday, December 14 
7 to 10 p.m.

Betty’s
240 King St. East, upstairs

(East of Sherbourne St.)

Information: (416) 593-4138

Sunday, December 15 
4 to 8 p.m.

The Commons Brooklyn 
388 Atlantic Ave., Brooklyn

(B, Q, 2, 3, 4 or 5 Train to Atlantic 
Ave.-Barclays. A, C or G Train to 

Hoyt-Schermerhorn)

Information: (212) 406-4252

Sunday, December 15 
3 to 7 p.m.

U.E. Hall 
37 S. Ashland (at Monroe)

Information: (312) 563-0442

Illustration by Deni

Sponsored by the Partisan Defense Committee
(212) 406-4252 • partisandefense@earthlink.net • www.partisandefense.org

No. 37, Summer 2012 
 $.50 (24 pages) 

Order from/pay to: 
PDC, P.O. Box 99, Canal St. Station  

New York, NY 10013-0099

Bettmann

PDC is modeled on early Communist 
Party’s International Labor Defense. 
ILD launched mass campaign to save 
victimized anarchist militants Nicola 
Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, both 
executed in 1927.

Free the Class-War Prisoners!
28th Annual PDC Holiday Appeal
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in 1922 that was more popularly known 
as the International Red Aid. 

The ILD was born out of discussions 
in 1925 between Cannon and Big Bill 
Haywood, who had been a leader of the 
Western Federation of Miners and then 
the IWW. The venue was Moscow, where 
Haywood had fled in 1921 after jumping 
bond while awaiting appeal of his con-
viction for having called a strike during 
wartime, an activity deemed a violation 
of the federal Espionage and Sedition Act. 
Haywood died in Moscow in 1928. Half 
his ashes were buried in the Kremlin, the 
other half in Chicago near the monument 
to the Haymarket martyrs, leaders of the 
fight for the eight-hour day who were exe-
cuted in 1887. 

The ILD was founded especially to take 
up the plight of class-war prisoners in the 
United States. Initially, the ILD adopted 
106 prisoners for its stipend program, 
including California labor leaders Tom 
Mooney and Warren Billings, framed up 
for a bombing at the Preparedness Day 
parade in San Francisco in 1916, and 
Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti, 
immigrant anarchist workers executed in 
1927 for a robbery/murder they did not 
commit. The number grew rapidly: Zei-
gler miners in Illinois whose fights over 
wages and working conditions pitted them 
head-on against the KKK; striking textile 
workers in Passaic, New Jersey. The ILD 
monthly, Labor Defender, educated tens 
of thousands of workers about the strug-
gles of their class brothers and carried let-
ters from prisoners describing their cases 
and the importance of ILD support. 

Many of the imprisoned militants were 
IWW members. After a brief member-
ship in the Socialist Party (SP), Cannon 
himself had been an IWW organizer 
and a writer for its press. Witnessing the 
anarcho-syndicalist IWW crushed by the 
bourgeois state while a disciplined Marx-
ist party led a successful proletarian rev-
olution in Russia, Cannon rejoined the SP 
in order to hook up with its developing 
pro- Bolshevik left wing. In 1919, that 
left  wing exited the SP, with Cannon 
becoming a founding leader of the Amer-
ican Communist movement. He brought a 
wealth of experience in labor defense. As 
Cannon later recalled, “I came from the 
background of the old movement when 
the one thing that was absolutely sacred 
was unity on behalf of the victims of 
capitalist justice.” 

In the year preceding the executions 
of Sacco and Vanzetti, the ILD and sec-
tions of the International Red Aid led 
mass actions in their defense, including 
protests and strikes of tens of thousands 
on the eve of the executions. The SP and 
pro-capitalist union tops undermined the 
growing workers mobilization by look-

ing to the political agencies of the class 
enemy, a policy accompanied by a vicious 
anti-Communist campaign of slander and 
exclusion. Cannon addressed the two con-
flicting policies:

“One policy is the policy of the class 
struggle. It puts the center of gravity in 
the protest movement of the workers of 
America and the world. It puts all faith 
in the power of the masses and no faith 
whatever in the justice of the courts. 
While favoring all possible legal pro-
ceedings, it calls for agitation, publicity, 
demonstrations—organized protest on a 
national and international scale.... The 
other policy is the policy of ‘respectabil-
ity,’ of the ‘soft pedal’ and of ridiculous 
illusions about ‘justice’ from the courts 
of the enemy. It relies mainly on legal 
proceedings. It seeks to blur the issue of 
the class struggle.” 

— “Who Can Save Sacco and 
Vanzetti?” (Labor Defender, 
January 1927)

The principle of non-sectarian, class- 
struggle defense has guided our work, 
in particular our more than two-decade 
struggle to free Mumia Abu-Jamal. As 
a small organization, we don’t pretend 
that we are able to mobilize the type of 
hard class struggle that not only built the 

unions in this country but also harnessed 
the social power of the working class to 
the defense of labor’s imprisoned soldiers 
in the class war. Such struggles are today 
a very faint memory. Nor do we want to 
distribute rose-colored glasses through 
which even the most minimal stirrings 
against particular atrocities by the racist 
capitalist rulers appear as sea changes 
in the political climate—a practice that 
is common fare for sundry proclaimed 
socialists.

Instead, we are dedicated to educating 
a new generation of fighters in the best 
traditions of the early Communist defense 
work before it was poisoned by Stalinist 
degeneration. As Cannon wrote for the 
ILD’s second annual conference: “The pro-
cession that goes in and out of the prison 
doors is not a new one. It is the result of an 
old struggle under new forms and under 
new conditions. All through history those 
who have fought against oppression have 
constantly been faced with the dungeons 
of a ruling class.” He added, “The class- 
conscious worker accords to the class-war 
prisoners a place of singular honor and 
esteem.” Keeping the memory of their 
struggles alive helps politically arm a new 
generation of fighters against the prison 
that is capitalist society. We urge WV read-
ers to honor the prisoners by supporting 
the Holiday Appeal.

The 21 class-war prisoners receiving 
stipends from the PDC are listed below.

*   *   *

Mumia Abu-Jamal is a former Black 
Panther Party spokesman, a well-known 
supporter of the MOVE organization 
and  an award-winning journalist known 
as “the voice of the voiceless.” Framed 
up for the 1981 killing of a Philadelphia 
police officer, Mumia was sentenced to 
death explicitly for his political views. 
Federal and state courts have repeatedly 
refused to consider evidence proving 
Mumia’s innocence, including the sworn 
confession of Arnold Beverly that he, 
not  Mumia, shot and killed the police-
man. In 2011 the Philadelphia district 
attor ney’s office dropped its longstanding 
effort to legally lynch America’s fore-
most class-war prisoner. Mumia remains 
condemned to life in prison with no 
chance of parole.

Leonard Peltier is an internationally 

renowned class-war prisoner. Peltier’s 
incarceration for his activism in the 
American Indian Movement has come 
to symbolize this country’s racist repres-
sion of its native peoples, the survivors 
of centuries of genocidal oppression. Pel-
tier was framed up for the 1975 deaths of 
two FBI agents marauding in what had 
become a war zone on the South Dakota 
Pine Ridge Reservation. Although the 
lead government attorney has admitted, 
“We can’t prove who shot those agents,” 
and the courts have acknowledged blatant 
prosecutorial misconduct, the 69-year-old 

Peltier is not scheduled to be reconsidered 
for parole for another eleven years! Pel-
tier suffers from multiple serious medical 
conditions and is incarcerated far from his 
people and  family.

Eight MOVE members—Chuck Africa, 
Michael Africa, Debbie Africa, Janet 
Africa, Janine Africa, Delbert Africa, 
Eddie Africa and Phil Africa—are in 
their 36th year of prison. After the 8 
August 1978 siege of their Philadelphia 
home by over 600 heavily armed cops, 
they were sentenced to 30-100 years hav-
ing been falsely convicted of killing a 
police officer who died in the cops’ own 
cross fire. In 1985, eleven of their MOVE 
family members, including five children, 
were massacred by Philly cops when a 
bomb was dropped on their living quar-
ters. After more than three decades of 
unjust incarceration, these innocent pris-
oners are routinely turned down at parole 
hearings. None have been released.

Lynne Stewart is a lawyer imprisoned 
in 2009 for defending her client, a blind 

continued on page 6

For over 20 years, a central focus 
of the PDC Holiday Appeals was the 
urgent fight to free Mumia Abu-Jamal 
from the executioner’s hands. A for-
mer Black Panther Party spokesman, 
renowned journalist and MOVE sup-
porter, Mumia was framed for the 1981 
killing of Philadelphia police officer 
Daniel Faulkner and sentenced to die 
explicitly for his political beliefs. First 
taking up Mumia’s defense in 1987, the 
PDC and the Spartacist League made 
his case known through publicity and 
protest to a wide range of death pen-
alty abolitionists, student groups, black 
activists and the labor movement. From 
the beginning, we fought for the under-
standing that the power of labor must 
be brought to bear  in the fight to win 
Mumia’s freedom. Indeed, it was an 
outpouring of protest internationally, 
including by trade unionists, which 
helped win a stay of execution for 
Mumia in August 1995.

Mumia’s conviction was based on 
lying testimony extorted by the cops, 
a “confession” manufactured by the 
police and prosecutors and phony bal-
listics evidence. Time and again, federal 
and state courts refused to even con-
sider the massive evidence that Mumia 
was innocent, including the confession 
of Arnold Beverly that he, not Mumia, 
shot and killed Faulkner. In Decem-
ber 2011, ten years after a ruling by a 
federal judge that overturned Mumia’s 

death sentence, the Philly district attor-
ney’s office announced that it would no 
longer pursue Mumia’s legal lynching, 
finally removing him from death row 
to what he termed the “slow death row” 
of life in prison without possibility of 
parole.

The deprivation of basic rights that 
marked his trial and imprisonment con-
tinues unabated. For nearly a month 
after he was released from death row, 
Mumia was held in solitary confine-
ment. Then in August 2012, he was 
secretly resentenced in direct violation 
of Pennsylvania law, which mandates 

a hearing where the prisoner has the 
right to be present and heard. Mumia’s 
appeal of that backroom sentencing, 
filed in February, was unanimously 
rejected in July by the Pennsylvania 
Superior Court.

It appears that Mumia’s legal efforts 
to win his freedom have now hit a 
brick wall—not even the prospect of 
parole awaits him. In commenting on 
the denial of his most recent appeal, 
Mumia told two PDC representatives 
who visited him in August that state 
authorities never want to see Mumia 
in their courtroom again. Despite this, 
Mumia remains strong, unbowed, polit-
ically engaged and writing prolifically. 
In addition to his own musical stud-
ies, we discussed the musical genius 
of Curtis Mayfield, the latest excres-
cences of the U.S. “war on terror,” the 
acquittal of Trayvon Martin’s killer, the 
documentary Long Distance Revolu-
tionary about Mumia that was released 
early this year, the struggle to finally 
win the right to a contact visit with his 
son Jamal Hart and the prospects of a 
Miami Heat “three-peat.” 

It has been many years since thou-
sands took to the streets for Mumia. As 
the PDC said after the D.A.’s efforts to 
kill him were abandoned: “The state 
authorities hope with the latest decision 
that Mumia’s cause will be forgotten 
and that he will rot in prison hell until 
he dies. This must not be Mumia’s fate.” 

Class-War 
Prisoners...
(continued from page 3)

WV Photo

NYC, October 1999: Trade unionists were backbone of PDC-initiated labor/
black mobilization to stop KKK race terrorists.
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On 13 May 1985, black Democratic 
mayor Wilson Goode and his city admin-
istration, acting in collaboration with 
the Feds, firebombed the West Philadel-
phia home of the MOVE organization, a 
mostly black, back-to-nature commune. It 
was the culmination of a daylong police 
siege, during which over 10,000 rounds 
of ammunition had been pumped into the 
house. With the Fire Department under 
orders to “let the fire burn,” high- pressure 
water cannon on site sat idle for over 
an hour. In the ensuing inferno, eleven 
people were incinerated, including five 
children, and hundreds were left home-
less as an entire city block in the black 
working-class neighborhood was reduced 
to ashes.

The operation to “evict” those inside 
MOVE’s Osage Avenue home, which 
resembled more the leveling of a Vietnam-
ese village, began with the proclamation: 
“Attention, MOVE. This is America!” 
Indeed, the hideous crime that followed 
was a concentrated expression of the rac-
ist state terror meted out to black people 
every day in capitalist America. None of 
the perpetrators ever faced charges, while 
Ramona Africa, the sole adult survivor, 
was arrested and served every day of a 
seven-year prison sentence. The only other 
person to make it out of the MOVE house 
alive was 13-year-old Birdie Africa, later 
known as Michael Ward, who recently 
died at the age of 41.

From the day of the massacre, and ever 
since, the Spartacist League has solidar-
ized with the victims of this racist atrocity 
and vowed to sear it into the memory of 
the working class. The recently released 
documentary Let the Fire Burn is a valu-
able tool for this very purpose, making 
it a must-see. The director and producer, 
Jason Osder, has described in interviews 
the impact that the bombing of MOVE 
had on him as an eleven-year-old grow-
ing up in Philly. He spent more than ten 
years collecting clips from television 
news programs, police videos and other 
archival film footage that comprise the 
documentary. The result is a vivid chron-
icle of the day of the slaughter and its 
background, namely the ever-escalating 
cop vendetta against MOVE, a group that 
first appeared in 1972 denouncing “the 
system” and would come to proclaim the 
right of armed self-defense in the face of 
brutal state repression. 

Minimal narration (in the form of cap-
tions) is given to this footage in an effort 
by Osder to force his viewers to “interpret 
and deal with” the events of May 13. 
What filmgoers are forced to deal with 
are the visceral and shocking images of 
mass murder by the state that the capital-
ist rulers would prefer for people to forget. 
There is no escaping the devastating ex -
plosion of MOVE’s roof, the flames that 
engulf Osage Avenue and the unapolo-
getic racism of the cops. In one of the 
more shocking moments, cops can be 
heard laughing and joking in the back-
ground of a police video of the burning 
house: “They won’t call the police com-

missioner a motherf----r anymore!” The 
cover-up is also evident, with Mayor 
Goode and Police Commissioner Gregore 
Sambor shown blatantly lying and contra-
dicting each other’s stories about who 
ordered who to put out the fire, if anyone 
had at all.

The bombing polarized the “city of 

brotherly love.” In its aftermath, liberals 
and virtually the entire left rushed to alibi 
Goode, Philly’s first black mayor, who 
vowed: “I’d do it again.” These apologists 
for Goode exuded disdain for the intended 
victims of racist state repression, even as 
they expressed shock at the “excessive” 
force and the harm done to b1acks whose 
houses were burned down in the process. 
Among those groups attempting to strad-
dle the line between MOVE and its mur-
derers was the Socialist Workers Party, 
which helped organize a May 30 demo in 
Philadelphia, purportedly to protest the 
massacre. We initially pledged to mobi-
lize 100 supporters to stand with MOVE, 
which was planning to attend. But after 
the organizers had the gall to debate 
whether to censor MOVE at the protest, 
MOVE pulled out and in solidarity so did 
the SL. The demonstration was a travesty, 
with the emcee announcing that organiz-
ers “wanted it to be made very clear to the 
city administration and the City of Phil-
adelphia that we are not marching today 
in support of MOVE” (Philadelphia Daily 
News, 31 May 1985).

Some weeks later, we held a public 
forum in New York City where MOVE 

supporters LaVerne Sims and Louise 
James were able to express their out-
rage and pain. In the discussion period, 
a member of the League for the Revolu-
tionary Party (LRP) rose to denounce us 
for not sufficiently polemicizing against 
MOVE—at a public meeting specifically 
called to honor the memory of the MOVE 
martyrs! To attack them would have been 
obscene. But that’s exactly what the LRP 
did. In its publication Proletarian Revo-
lution (Summer 1985), the LRP blamed 
the victims, writing: “MOVE’s isolation 
opened it up for a police siege.”

The mass murder of MOVE members 
was a signature act of the Reagan years, 
which were marked by a concerted drive 
to reverse the gains of the civil rights 
movement and other social struggles of 
the 1960s and early ’70s. The bourgeoi-
sie had also thrown down the gauntlet 
before the organized workers movement, 
exemplified in the mass firing of 13,000 
striking members of the PATCO air traf-
fic controllers union by the White House 
in 1981. This all-sided social reaction was 
the domestic reflection of U.S. imperial-
ism’s Cold War push to “roll back Com-
munism” internationally, from the threats 
of nuclear annihilation of the Soviet 
Union to efforts to crush leftist insurgents 
in Central America. Only days before the 
MOVE bombing, Reagan had returned 
from saluting Nazi SS graves in Bitburg, 
Germany.

As we wrote in our front-page article 
“Philly Inferno: Racist Murder!” (WV 
No. 380, 31 May 1985), which was part 
of our coverage of the atrocity reprinted 
in Black History and the Class Struggle 
No. 3 (February 1986): 

“The Osage Avenue massacre was sup-
posed to be a message to anybody who 
gets ‘out of line’ in Reagan’s America—
blacks will get the Philly treatment, labor 
will get the PATCO treatment and every-
one, not least the Marxists, will get the 
‘terrorist’ treatment. But you can fight 
the terrorists in City Hall and the White 
House and win. Black people do have 
social power: they are concentrated in 
some of the key sections of the Amer-
ican proletariat, constituting its most 
militant layer. But to unlock this power 
means breaking the capitalist two-party 
stranglehold, fighting for a workers party 
to mobilize labor and oppressed blacks 
in revolutionary struggle against this rac-
ist, capitalist system. Avenge the Philly 
inferno—For black freedom through 
socialist revolution!”

Lies and Racist Mass Murder

For all its merits, Let the Fire Burn 
shies away from addressing a vital part 
of the story of the MOVE bombing: the 
fact that the responsibility for this hor-
rendous crime went well beyond Mayor 
Wilson Goode and his ghoulish coterie of 
Philly cops and extended right up to the 
Ronald Reagan White House. The film 
leans heavily on footage of the investiga-
tion commission that was set up by Goode 
to absolve his administration but which 
nonetheless was compelled by the sheer 
magnitude of the massacre to reveal its 
horrors. Yet Let the Fire Burn does not 
even allude to some of the most important 

continued on page 6
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testimony before those hearings, which 
implicated the Feds in what was a care-
fully planned conspiracy to commit state 
terrorism.

Even before the commission was con-
vened, chief Sambor told the New York 
Times (19 May 1985) that two days before 
the bombing he had gone over the assault 
plans with FBI agents, who “found the 
plan sound.” At the hearings, both Sam-
bor and Goode’s managing director, Leo 
Brooks, who was nominally in charge 
of the operation, testified that the use of 
explosives had been planned for over a 
year. The commission obtained evidence 
from the FBI that agents had supplied 
Philly cops with nearly 40 pounds of the 
military explosive C-4. Other testimony 
before the commission revealed that 
the federal Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco 
and Firearms helped the city obtain 
 military-grade arms for the assault, 
including Browning automatic rifles, an 
M-60 machine gun and an anti-tank gun.

Mayor Goode’s handpicked eleven- 
member commission would later seek to 
whitewash the coldblooded state murder 
in the report on the findings of its nine-
month investigation. The commission 
acknowledged the obvious racism behind 
the assault and declared that the deaths 
of the five children “appear to be unjus-
tified homicides.” At the same time, it 
called MOVE “an authoritarian violence- 
threatening cult,” implying the adults 
deserved to die! 

Washington’s role was apparently too 
hot for the commission members to han-
dle, so they went to absurd lengths to 
avoid implicating federal authorities. While 
 noting that an FBI agent had delivered the 
C-4 plastic explosive to the Philadelphia 
police, the commission report claimed 
that “neither agency kept any records of 
the transaction.” As such, the report con-
cluded that FBI officials “unwittingly 
furnished the commission with inaccurate 
and untruthful accounts of that agency’s 
involvement.”

Years-Long Campaign of  
State Terror

The film depicts the odd lifestyle and 
social views of MOVE and shows them 
shouting obscenities at their neighbors 
and the cops over outdoor loudspeakers. 
A wave of racist propaganda painting 
MOVE as violent crazies accompanied 
the 1985 slaughter. In Reagan’s Amer-
ica, to be black and a social nuisance 

was enough to be made a non-person 
and bombed to smithereens. In fact, the 
eclectic MOVE group reflects a long 
tradition in this country of attempted 
 non-cooperation with the state on moral, 
religious or political grounds, from 
Quaker pacifists who refuse to fight in 
wars to right-wing tax resisters.

The cop vendetta against MOVE got 
its start at a time when Philadelphia was 
lorded over by Mayor Frank Rizzo, a law-
and-order racist. In one scene in the film, 
he rails against a “vocal minority” that has 
supposedly gained undue influence over 
the country. Under his direction, police 
planted themselves on MOVE’s doorstep, 
hounding members and supporters every 
time they left their home. Arbitrary stops, 
beatings and arrests became the norm. In 
1976, blackjack-wielding cops descended 
on a MOVE celebration, and in the result-
ing melee Janine Africa’s newborn infant 
was trampled to death.

Beginning in May 1977, the cops put 
MOVE under round-the-clock surveil-
lance. The following March, police set up 
a full-scale barricade, sealing off a four-
block area of MOVE’s Powelton Village 
commune with eight-foot-high fences and 
cutting off gas and water service. Early on 
August 8, 600 cops surrounded the home. 
One member of the Philly cops’ notori-
ous “Stakeout” squad, James Ramp, was 
killed by his fellow cops when they opened 
fire on the house. In the documentary, a 
brief clip of a witness insistently pointing 
at the source of the gunfire is included, 
followed by the caption: “MOVE mem-
bers believed there was a police cover-up 
and that officer Ramp was actually killed 
by friendly fire.” 

Nine MOVE members were framed up 
for that killing and eight remain impris-
oned to this day, one having died in prison. 
Radical journalist and former Black Pan-
ther Mumia Abu-Jamal would become 
a supporter of MOVE in the course of 
reporting on the trial. Already known and 
despised by local police, Mumia became 
even more of a marked man as a result.

In the film, officers recounting the 
1978 assault to the commission state that 
Delbert Africa emerged from the house 
with a knife and was then subdued. The 
documentary then jumps to footage of 
the scene showing an unarmed Delbert 
Africa with empty hands raised in the air. 
Cops proceed to almost beat him to death, 
slamming his head into the ground with 
their boots. 

Little changed for the oppressed black 
masses after Rizzo left office in early 1980. 
The campaign against MOVE continued 
unabated for several years, building up 

to 13 May 1985. The documentary shows 
the overwhelming firepower deployed by 
the state that day: water cannons, tear gas, 
automatic weapons and, finally, the pow-
erful mixture of Tovex and C-4 dropped by 
helicopter on the roof of MOVE’s Osage 
Avenue home. As the house burned, police 
were stationed at key locations in a back 
alley with shotguns and Uzis. When two 
MOVE members emerged from the blaze, 
one was gunned down by the cops and the 
other, a child, was driven back inside to 
die in the fire.

While some cops may relish it more 
than others, their job is to enforce racist 
law and order on behalf of the capitalist 
rulers. Toward the end of Let the Fire 
Burn, the film highlights the testimony 
before the commission by one cop who 
recalled leading Birdie Africa away after 
he emerged from the burning building. 
A caption concludes his story: the cop’s 
locker was later scrawled with the epithet 
“n----r lover” and he left the police force, 
suffering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder.

Of Racist Cops and  
Black Democrats

Going back before MOVE, Philadel phia 
was known for its killer cops. Foremost 
among them were those in the Stake-
out unit, an urban death squad made up 
largely of veteran military sharpshooters. 
This squad was established by Rizzo, 
then-deputy police commissioner, as part 
of the drive by the city rulers to crush any 
expression of opposition to vicious racism 
and police brutality after the city’s black 
ghetto erupted in 1964. Together with the 
department’s “red squad,” it spearheaded 
the brutal repression of the Black Panther 

Party and other black militants in the city. 
Later, when the police turned their atten-
tion to MOVE, Stakeout cops again played 
a forward role, from the vicious beating 
of Delbert Africa to the shooting in the 
Osage Avenue alley seven years later.

The city itself was a bastion of racist 
reaction. In the 1920s, Pennsylvania had 
the fourth-largest Klan concentration in 
the country; the Philadelphia area alone 
had 30,000 Klansmen. The city’s capi-
talist rulers played on racial divisions to 
pit white workers against black workers, 
who were last-hired and first-fired. Ethnic 
and racial hostilities in Philadelphia were 
further exacerbated with the devastation 
of its heavy industry, particularly in the 
1970s. In this context, the racist bonapar-
tism of the Philadelphia police became 
even more pronounced as the cops were 
deployed to keep the lid on this pressure 
cooker of discontent.

Another reaction by the ruling class 
to black discontent and rebellion in Phil-
adelphia, as well as other cities across 
the country, was to install black mayors 
to contain the rage and frustration. But 
Wilson Goode—who instructed the cops 
to get MOVE “by any means necessary” 
prior to the firebombing of West Phila-
delphia—is the ultimate proof that the 
black Democratic mayors were and are 
the frontmen for the bourgeoisie’s war on 
black people, as well as on workers and 
all the oppressed. In the aftermath of the 
fire, Jesse Jackson spotted in the charred 
remains of people’s lives a chance to push 
a little black capitalism. His main concern 
was that Goode hire black contractors to 
rebuild the destroyed homes!

From the 1921 bombing of black Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, to the 1993 incineration of the 
Branch Davidian religious sect outside 
Waco, Texas, the American capitalist rul-
ers have a long history of mass murder of 
those considered to have stepped out of 
line. When it came to MOVE, authorities 
first branded them “terrorists” to justify 
their slaughter. As we noted shortly after 
the 1985 massacre: “Our duty to combat 
the state vendetta against MOVE is part 
of our unremitting campaign against the 
government’s targeting of troublesome 
opponents as ‘terrorists’” (WV No. 381, 
14 June 1985). This is all the more the 
case today, with the bourgeoisie having 
amassed a vast arsenal of surveillance 
and police powers under the pretext of the 
“war on terror.” Ultimately, it will take 
a workers revolution to put the capitalist 
state apparatus of violence and murder 
out of business for good and bring justice 
to its hired thugs who have committed 
untold crimes. n

MOVE...
(continued from page 5)

Egyptian cleric convicted for an alleged 
plot to blow up New York City landmarks 
in the early 1990s. Stewart is a well-
known advocate who defended Black Pan-
thers, radical leftists and others reviled 
by the capitalist state. She was originally 
sentenced to 28 months; a resentencing 
pursued by the Obama administration 
more than quadrupled her prison time 
to ten years. As she is 74 years old and 
suffers from Stage IV breast cancer that 
has spread to her lungs and back, this may 
well be a death sentence. Stewart quali-
fies for immediate compassionate release, 
but Obama’s Justice Department refuses 
to make such a motion before the resen-
tencing judge, who has all but stated that 
he would grant her release!

Jaan Laaman and Thomas Manning 
are the two remaining anti- imperialist 
activists known as the Ohio 7 still in 
prison, convicted for their roles in a 
radical group that took credit for bank 
“expropriations” and bombings of sym-
bols of U.S. imperialism, such as military 
and corporate offices, in the late 1970s 
and ’80s. Before their arrests in 1984 and 
1985, the Ohio 7 were targets of massive 
manhunts. The Ohio 7’s politics were 

once shared by thousands of radicals, 
but, like the Weathermen before them, 
the Ohio 7 were spurned by the “respect-
able” left. From a proletarian standpoint, 
the actions of these leftist activists against 
imperialism and racist injustice are not a 
crime. They should not have served a day 
in prison.

Ed Poindexter and Wopashitwe Mondo 
Eyen we Langa are former Black Pan-
ther supporters and leaders of the Omaha, 
Nebraska, National Committee to Combat 
Fascism. They are victims of the FBI’s 
deadly COINTELPRO operation, under 
which 38 Black Panther Party members 
were killed and hundreds more impris-
oned on frame-up charges. Poindexter 
and Mondo were railroaded to prison and 
sentenced to life for a 1970 explosion that 

killed a cop, and they have now spent 
more than 40 years behind bars. Nebraska 
courts have repeatedly denied Poindexter 
and Mondo new trials despite the fact 
that a crucial piece of evidence excluded 
from the original trial, a 911 audio tape 
long suppressed by the FBI, proved that 
testimony of the state’s key witness was 
perjured.

Hugo Pinell, the last of the San Quen-
tin 6 still in prison, has been in solitary 
isolation for more than four decades. He 
was a militant anti-racist leader of prison 
rights organizing along with George 
Jackson, his comrade and mentor, who 
was gunned down by prison guards in 
1971. Despite numerous letters of support 
and no disciplinary write-ups for over 28 
years, Pinell was again denied parole in 

2009. Now in his late 60s, Pinell con-
tinues to serve a life sentence at the 
notorious torture chamber Pelican Bay 
SHU in California, a focal point for hun-
ger strikes against grotesque  inhuman 
conditions.

Jason Sutherlin, Cody Lee Sutherlin, 
Dylan Sutherlin, John Tucker and Alex 
Stuck were among some 18 anti-racist 
militants who, in the Chicago suburb 
of Tinley Park in May 2012, broke up a 
gathering of fascists called to organize a 
“White Nationalist Economic Summit.” 
Among the vermin sent scurrying were 
some with links to the Stormfront Web 
site run by a former Ku Klux Klan grand 
dragon. Such fascist meetings are not 
merely right-wing discussion clubs but 
organizing centers for race-terror against 
black people, Jews, immigrants, gays 
and anyone else the white-supremacists 
consider subhuman. For their basic act 
of social sanitation, these five were sen-
tenced by a Cook County court to prison 
terms of three and a half to six years on 
charges of “armed violence.”

Contribute now! All proceeds from 

the Holiday Appeals will go to the Class-

War Prisoners Stipend Fund. This is not 

charity but an elementary act of solidar-

ity with those imprisoned for their oppo-

sition to racist capitalism and im  perialist 

depredations. Send your contributions to: 

PDC, P.O. Box 99, Canal Street Station, 

New York, NY 10013; (212) 406-4252.n

AP

Philly’s Democratic mayor Wilson 
Goode with Police Commissioner 
Gregore Sambor at right, three days 
after bombing.

 Ryerson/Lincoln Journal Star Michael Richardson

Mondo we Langa Ed Poindexter

Class-War 
Prisoners...
(continued from page 4)
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The following article originally appeared 
in Spartacist Canada No. 178 (Fall 2013), 
newspaper of our comrades of the Trotsky-
ist League/Ligue Trotskyste.

On June 13, over 800 cops carried out 
massive pre-dawn raids across Toronto and 
beyond. Ground zero of this quasi-military 
operation, dubbed “Project Traveller,” was 
a set of apartment towers on Dixon Road 
in the Toronto suburb of Etobicoke. Popu-
lated in large part by refugees from Soma-
lia, the area is widely known as “Little 
Mogadishu” after the Somali capital.

Brandishing machine guns, the police 

battered down doors as flash-bang gre-
nades shook the crumbling, overcrowded 
apartments. Residents—children, youth, 
the elderly—awoke dizzy and disoriented 
from the blasts, police guns drawn in 
their faces. Cops roughed up a 100-year-
old woman. Another elderly woman was 
pinned down, handcuffed and ordered to 
“die” as she pleaded for her medication. 
By the end of it all, the rampaging cops 
had made off with 44 people and $572,000 
in cash as well as cellphones and comput-
ers, all in the name of a “war on drugs.”

“We came to Canada to get peace,” a 
Somali community worker told a June 18 
press conference called by the African 
Canadian Legal Clinic. The crowd heard 
how a 96-year-old Somali woman victim-
ized in the raid now shouts “The soldiers 
are coming, they’re coming” whenever 
she hears the door to her family residence 
open. Others in the heavily Somali crowd 
compared the cops in military-style uni-
forms to soldiers. Indeed, the parallels 
with their homeland were impossible 
to ignore. In 1993, under the guise of a 
“humanitarian” United Nations opera-
tion, U.S. and UN soldiers ravaged Mog-
adishu. The Canadian army played a full 
role in this, and soldiers of the Canadian 
Airborne, notorious for its violence and 
racism, tortured and murdered a Somali 
teenager, Shidane Arone.

It was during this period of civil war 
and brutal colonial war from the late 1980s 
to the mid-1990s that most Somali refu-
gees—some 55,000—came to Canada. 

Eight thousand miles separate Mogadishu 
from Toronto, but Project Traveller drove 
home the message that while the tactics 
may change—sometimes only barely—
the racist character of the Canadian state 
and its armed enforcers is fundamental.

Canadian capitalism offers a bleak 
future for immigrant youth. The destruc-
tion of manufacturing jobs has depleted 
the unions and come down hard on work-
ers of minority backgrounds. Somalis in 
Canada are oppressed not only as blacks. 
Their Muslim origins place them squarely 
in the gunsights of the rulers’ racist “war 
on terror,” so it comes as no surprise that 
Somali youth in Toronto face an unem-
ployment rate of 70 percent.

At the community press conference that 
followed the Dixon Road raid, outpour-
ings against decrepit housing conditions 
and police violence went hand in hand. 
One woman said that when she asked her 
landlord to help repair her door, which 
the cops had bashed in, he replied, “your 
son is a criminal.” Meanwhile the cops’ 
“Somali Liaison Unit” continued to stalk 
the tenements. In the tradition of occupy-
ing armies they patronizingly handed out 
candy to children.

The Dixon Road raid revealed the 
cops as the hating and hated predators 
of vulnerable minorities. Reports that 
they punctuated their so-called drug bust 
with violent sadism and racist epithets 
surprised only the most naive. “They say 
they’ve dismantled the gangs,” charged a 
youth activist named Kabir at a June 20 
“community meeting” run by the cops. 
“I don’t know a single gang that beats 
hundred-year-old women. They have no 
shame.” The crowd then erupted and the 
presiding sergeant unplugged the micro-
phone, putting an end to this charade of 
“community consultation.”

This cop thus demonstrated in minia-
ture the workings of democracy under the 
present system, which Marxists recognize 
to be a dictatorship of the capitalist class. 
The cops, together with prison guards, 
the courts and the army, form the core of 
that dictatorship, otherwise known as the 
capitalist state. Their job is to defend the 
interests of the tiny, super-wealthy cap-
italist class that exploits the millions of 
people in this country who must sell their 
labour power to survive.

Hardly a week passes without new 
reports of cops fabricating evidence, 

lying in court, beating a suspect, gun-
ning people down or stealing drugs and 
money. A few trials of the more egregious 
police malefactors have grabbed head-
lines recently, including a couple of the 
cops who carried out vicious beatings of 
G20 protesters three years ago. Even in 
the face of overwhelming evidence, not 
one has been found guilty of any crime. 
Far from an aberration, these trials are an 
effective demonstration of the workings of 
the bourgeois justice system. The cop in 
the dock, the judge and the crown prose-
cutor are not adversaries but partners. It is 
the essence of bourgeois justice that G20 
protest leaders are jailed while the cops 
who brutalized hundreds of protesters and 
arrested over 1,100 emerge unscathed.

From Somalia to Haiti and Afghanistan, 
to the countless outrages here at home, it 
is abundantly clear that the capitalist state 
can never be made to serve the interests 
of oppressed peoples. Thus we of the 
Trotskyist League oppose dead-end calls 
for “community control” of the police, 
which only divert justified anger into 
renewed illusions of a “reformed” status 
quo. Against such schemes it is necessary 
to advance the perspective for workers rev-

olution to smash the capitalist state.

Ford’s Follies and the 
“War on Drugs”

In May, two  Toronto Star  reporters 
revealed that they had seen a video of 
Toronto mayor Rob Ford smoking crack 
cocaine. The idea that Ford smoked crack 
shook up his allies in the “respectable” 
circles of the lily-white bourgeoisie. The 
story made headlines around the world 
and provided no end of fuel for late-night 
comedy shows. Yet it is Somali immi-
grants (along with people of Jamaican 
origin), who are bearing the brunt of the 
anti-drug hysteria.

Cops reportedly told their victims during 
the June raid that “we’re here because of 
Rob Ford.” Indeed, the  Star  reporters 
said 320 Dixon Road was where they saw 
the crack video. CTV News has reported 
that Toronto police were investigating the 
existence of a video involving Ford several 
weeks before news of the scandal flooded 
the media.

Whatever his private predilections, Ford 
is a bigoted “law and order” conservative 
and an unswerving supporter of the cops. 
In the aftermath of a grisly shooting in a 
predominantly black Toronto neighbour-
hood last year, he ranted against gangs, 
drugs and guns and demanded that peo-
ple convicted of gun crimes be banished 
from Toronto under the immigration laws. 
(This elicited embarrassment from fellow 
Conservatives including the then federal 
Immigration Minister Jason Kenney.) 
Ford has made headlines again and again 
for disparaging gays, Asians and even the 
minority youth at the Catholic high school 
where he once coached football.

As Marxists, we oppose laws against 
drugs, as well as against all other “crimes 

continued on page 9

economy.” Unlike in Poland during the 
rise of Solidarność, the forces of capi-
talist counterrevolution were not able to 
mobilize the Soviet masses in the name 
of anti-Communism.

At the same time, the bureaucratic elite 
(the so-called nomenklatura) was totally 
discredited by the flagrant corruption and 
cynicism of the Brezhnev era. Occasional 
appeals to defend “socialism” made by the 
more conservative elements of the Gor-
bachev regime, such as Yegor Ligachev, 
fell on deaf ears. The Stalinist “patriots,” 
organized for example in the United Front 
of Toilers (OFT), were able to mobilize 
only a relatively small number of worker 
activists.

Atomized and bereft of any anticapital-
ist leadership, lacking any coherent and 
consistent socialist class consciousness, 

skeptical about the possibility of class 
struggle in the capitalist countries, the 
Soviet working class did not rally in resis-
tance against the encroaching capitalist 
counterrevolution. And, as Trotsky noted 
in The Third International After Lenin: 
“If an army capitulates to the enemy in a 
critical situation without a battle, then this 
capitulation completely takes the place of 
a ‘decisive battle,’ in politics as in war.”...

The proletariat which made the Octo-
ber Revolution learned from Lenin and 
Trotsky’s Bolsheviks that it was part of 
an international struggle. It understood 
that its only prospect for survival lay in 
the extension of the revolution to more 
advanced industrial powers, chiefly Ger-
many. The opportunities were manifold, 
but the revolutionary parties outside 
Soviet Russia were too weak and polit-
ically immature to pursue them. The 
German Spartakist uprising of 1918-19 
and the 1919 Hungarian Commune went 
down to bloody defeat. The possibility 
of the Red Army marching to the aid of 
the German workers in 1920 by unleash- 

ing proletarian revolution in Pilsudski’s 
Poland was foiled. Finally, with the defeat 
of the German October in 1923, the Soviet 
proletariat succumbed to the demoraliz-
ing prospect of a lengthy period of isola-
tion, which allowed the bureaucratic layer 
headed by Stalin to usurp political power. 
Thus was the revolution betrayed.

But this betrayal did not go unchallenged. 
The Left Opposition of Leon Trotsky con-
tinued the struggle for the authentic pro-
gram of Leninism. In its struggle to defend 
and extend Soviet power, the Left Opposi-
tion urged a policy of planned industrial-
ization to revive the enervated proletariat 
and enable the isolated workers state to 
hold out against imperialist encirclement. 
The Trotskyists fought uncompromisingly 
against the nascent bureaucracy’s Great 
Russian chauvinism. They fought against 
the treacherous policies emanating from 
“socialism in one country,” in the first 
instance the subversion of the Chinese 
Revolution of 1925-27 and the Anglo- 
Russian trade-union bloc which led to the 
knifing of the 1926 British General Strike. 

This led to the subordination of the Ger-
man working class to Hitler’s jackboot, 
to the outright suppression of the Spanish 
revolution in the late 1930s. By selling out 
revolutionary opportunities at the end of 
World War II, particularly in Italy, France 
and Greece, Stalinism enabled capitalism 
to survive, and thus prepared the way for 
its own ultimate demise.

With the utter liquidation of the Com-
munist International as an instrument for 
world revolution, Trotsky organized the 
founding of the Fourth International in 
1938. Today the International Commu-
nist League fights for the rebirth of the 
Fourth International, whose cadre were 
decimated by Stalinist and Hitlerite terror 
and which finally succumbed in the early 
1950s to an internal revisionist challenge 
which denied the need for an independent 
revolutionary leadership. Only as part of 
the struggle to reforge an authentic world 
party of socialist revolution can the work-
ers of the former Soviet Union cohere the 
leadership they need to sweep away the 
grotesque horrors they now confront. n

Soviet  
Workers...
(continued from page 2)

ctvnews.ca

Brutal police raid targets Toronto’s Somali community, June 13. 

Canada’s Racist “War on Drugs”

Toronto Cops Terrorize  
Immigrants, Minorities
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We reprint below an October 26 leaf-
let issued by the New York Spartacus 
Youth Club. The City College of New 
York (CCNY) is one of 24 public colleges 
and schools that make up the City Uni-
versity of New York (CUNY). As we go 
to press, the Guillermo Morales/Assata 
Shakur Community and Student Center, 
a room in CCNY’s North Academic Cen-
ter (NAC), is still shut down with a sign 
above the door that reads, “Careers and 
Professional Development Institute.”

The Spartacus Youth Club denounces 

the outrageous eviction of the Morales/
Shakur Center by the CCNY adminis-
tration on October 20. As the Center was 
raided and all of its contents confiscated, 
campus cops shut down the entire NAC 
building, arresting a CUNY alumnus. The 
timing of this raid is no coincidence, com-
ing off weeks of CUNY protests against 
the reinstatement of the Reserve Officers 
Training Corps (ROTC) military recruit-
ers and the appointment of war criminal 
David Petraeus as a visiting professor. At 
an anti-Petraeus protest on September 17, 

cops brutally attacked the crowd and six 
protesters were arrested, all part of an 
attempt by the CUNY administration to 
stifle leftist activism. The sinister eviction 
of the Morales/Shakur Center represents 
an attack on the democratic rights of all 
campus groups to organize. Reinstate the 

Morales/Shakur Center! Drop all charges 

against CUNY protesters! ROTC and 

Petraeus out of CUNY!  
The Morales/Shakur Center was a space 

for leftist, minority and other student 
groups and community organ izations to 
hold meetings and events. Assata Shakur 
is a former Black Panther who was 
framed up for the 1973 killing of a New 
Jersey state trooper. Guillermo Morales 
was a member of the FALN, a Puerto 
Rican nationalist group. Shakur is now 
being hunted by the FBI as part of a racist 
“anti-terror” vendetta. 

The CUNY administration is currently 
considering a new draconian policy on 
“expressive activity,” i.e., campus pro-
tests. The proposed rules enhance the 
powers of the administration to crack 
down on protest and other political activ-
ity. Along with this attack on democratic 
rights, the CUNY Board of Trustees has 
been on a drive to make the city univer-
sity more exclusive, making it harder for 
black, Latino, poor and immigrant stu-
dents to attend. CCNY, which sits in the 
middle of Harlem, has seen the enroll-
ment of black students plummet in the last 
10 years, from 31.2% in 2001 to 14.4% 

in 2010. In 2011 a new round of tuition 
hikes was pushed through—accompanied 
by the violent repression of students who 
protested it. This was just the latest wave 
in a decades-long campaign to reverse the 
gains of the 1969 student strike, which 
won open admissions for high school 
graduates to CUNY’s community colleges 
and lowered entrance requirements at the 
four-year universities. In 1976 tuition was 
imposed for the first time in 129 years and 
has gone up steadily. Open admissions 
has been whittled away over the years, 
and was completely gutted in 1999. We 

fight for free, quality, integrated educa-

tion with a full stipend! For open admis-

sions! Abolish the student debt!

The Morales/Shakur Center was won in 
1989 as a result of massive student struggle 
against tuition hikes at CUNY. But under 
capitalism these gains are always revers-
ible. Universities under capitalism serve 
the purpose of upholding bourgeois ideol-
ogy and training the next layer of techni-
cians and managers. We hold no illusions 
in the administration to act in the interest 
of students—we say abolish the adminis-

tration, for student-teacher-worker con-

trol of the university! In order to remove 
the universities from the control of the 
bourgeoisie, you need a workers revolu-
tion to sweep away the whole capitalist 
system. Students, who have no real social 
power to transform society, must ally with 
the multiracial working class which can 
bring production to a halt. To do away 
with the decaying capitalist system, we 
need a socialist revolution.

At the recent protests in defense of the 
Center, some students have expressed the 
view that the campus cops work for the stu-
dents since the students pay tuition. The 
Revolutionary Student Coordinating Com-
mittee also peddles illusions that the cops 
can be pressured into serving students and 
the oppressed by calling for “any security 
force to be controlled by the community” 
(RSCC Platform). In reality the cops carry 
out the orders of the administration and the 
capitalist state, not the students. The role of 
all cops under capitalism is to defend the 
interests of the bourgeoisie—they cannot 
be reformed. The brutal enforcement of 
capitalist rule is their job, whether in the 
ghettos and barrios, on the picket lines, or 
on the campuses. Cops off campus! 

With the mayoral elections approach-
ing, students and workers are being told to 
place their hopes in the liberal populist de 
Blasio. The illusion is that this capitalist 
politician will bring some relief from the 
racist police brutality, union-busting and 
attacks on democratic rights that marked 
Bloomberg’s years. Don’t be fooled! 
Whether it’s through Wall Street Demo-
crat Obama or more left-talking local pol-
iticians like de Blasio, Ydanis Rodriguez 
or Charles Barron—the Democratic Party 
is charged with defending the interests of 
the racist, imperialist capitalist system. 
And don’t forget it was Democrat Obama’s 
FBI that increased Assata Shakur’s bounty 
to $2 million. Break with the Democrats!  
We need a class-struggle workers party 
independent of and in opposition to all 
parties of capitalist rule. If you are inter-
ested in a program to get rid of capitalism 
and imperialism once and for all, check out 
the Marxist Spartacus Youth Club, youth 
group of the Spartacist League, and our 

paper, Workers Vanguard. n

We print below an October 28 pro-
test letter by the New York Spartacus 
Youth Club. 

The New York Spartacus Youth Club 
(SYC) denounces the outrageous sus-
pension of City College of New York 
(CCNY) students Tafadar Sourov and 
Khalil Vasquez. On October 28, 2013, 
the students were approached by cam-
pus police, their student identification 
was revoked, and they were suspended 
and banned from the campus effective 
immediately. The suspension of these 
students is a blatant act of retaliation 
against those who have protested at 
CCNY against the eviction of the 
Morales/Shakur Center by the CCNY 
administration. The SYC stands in sol-
idarity with Sourov and Vasquez! This 
is an attack on the democratic rights 
of all students, faculty and workers on 
campus. We demand that their suspen-
sion be revoked and that they be rein-
stated and allowed back on the CCNY 
campus immediately!

*   *   *

YSp Update: The CCNY administra-
tion canceled the November 8 disci-

plinary hearing. Sourov and Vasquez, 
both activists in the Revolutionary Stu-
dent Coordinating Committee (RSCC), 
refused to accept the CCNY adminis-
tration’s grotesque plea deal to tempo-
rarily lift the suspensions, provided the 
students agree to security monitoring 
and to end their political activities on 
campus (“We Will Not Compromise: 
CUNY Administration’s Backroom 
Deal Revealed,” RSCC Web posting, 
7 November). As an SYC spokesman 
said in his speech at the November 8 
defense rally, attended by dozens of 
students and faculty, “Drop the sus-
pensions now! And cops off campus! 
This crackdown on leftist groups was 
a direct response to the anti-Petraeus 
and anti-ROTC protests. We also say, 
ROTC and Petraeus off campus now!” 

The hearing has been rescheduled 
for  November 15. Protest statements 
can be directed to: Juana Reina, Vice 
President of Student Affairs, Wille 
Administration Building, Room A 204, 
160 Convent Avenue, New York, NY 
10031, telephone (212) 650-5426, fax 
(212) 650-7080, e-mail studentaffairs@
ccny.cuny.edu.

Spartacus Youth Club Forum

From Maoism to Trotskyism

NEW YORK CITY
CCNY, NAC, Room 1/211 

138th St. and Amsterdam Ave.
Take #1 train to 137th St.

Information: (212) 267-1025 • nysl@tiac.netWednesday, November 20, 7 p.m.

 Shay Horse/Facebook Kimberly Stallone

Left: October 24 “Defend the Morales/Shakur Center” rally at CCNY, where two were arrested. Right: Emergency protest 
against closing of center, October 21.

Rescind Suspensions of CCNY Protesters!

Reinstate the  
Morales/Shakur Center! 

Cops Off Campus!

City College of New York
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The Spar ta cus Youth Clubs inter vene 
into social strug gles armed with the 
revo lu tion ary inter na tion al ist pro gram of 
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Trot sky. We work 
to mobi  lize youth in strug gle as par ti-
sans of the work ing class, cham pion ing 
the lib era tion of black peo ple, women 
and all the op pressed. The SYCs fight 
to win youth to the per spec tive of build-
ing the Len in ist van guard party that will 
lead the work ing class in social ist revo-
lu tion, lay ing the basis for a world free 
of capi tal ist exploi ta tion and impe ri al ist 
slaugh ter.

1 Mobi lize stu dents behind the social 
power of the mul ti racial work ing class! 

Picket lines mean don’t cross! For union-
run minority job recruit ment and train ing 
pro grams! For union hir ing halls! Down 
with union-bust ing “work fare” schemes! 
Jobs for all at union wages! Orga nize the 
unor ganized! Union ize the South! Down 
with multi-tier wages, which pit younger 
and older work ers against each other! 
Cops, pri son guards, security guards out 
of the unions! Keep the bosses’ gov ern-
ment and courts out of the unions!

2 Black oppres sion is the bed rock of 
racist Ameri can capi tal ism. Fin ish the 

Civil War! For black lib era tion through 
social ist revo lu tion! For mass labor/black 
mobiliza tions to stop the fas cists and 
race-ter ror ists! No to gun con trol! For the 
right of armed self-defense! No reli ance 
on the capi tal ist courts or poli ti cians! 
Fas cist ter ror is not a ques tion of “free 
speech.” Stop the Nazis! Stop the KKK!

3 For free, quality, inte grated pub lic 
edu ca tion for all! Nation al ize the pri-

vate uni ver sities! Down with the racist 
purge of higher edu ca tion—defend affir-
ma tive action, no to tui tion hikes! No to 
bud get cuts! For an end to track ing! For 
open admis sions, no tui tion and a state-
paid liv ing sti pend for all stu dents! Abol-
ish  the admin is tra tion—the uni ver sities 
should be run by those who work and 
study there! Down with police occu pa-
tion of pub lic schools! Cops off cam pus!

4 For women’s lib era tion through 
 social ist revo lu tion! For mass, labor-

backed mobiliza tions to defend abor tion 
clin ics! Down with paren tal con sent laws 
and “squeal rules”! For free abor tion on 
demand! For free, quality 24-hour child-
care! For free, quality health care for all! 
Equal pay for equal work! Down with 
anti-gay laws! Down with reac tion ary age 
of con sent laws! Full demo cratic rights for 
homo sexu als! Gov ern ment out of the bed-
room! Down with the anti-sex witch hunt! 
Down with all laws  against con sen sual 
activities, called “crimes with out vic tims,” 
like por nog ra phy, gam bling, drug use, 
pros ti tu tion and “statutory rape”!

5 Down with racist anti-immi grant 
laws! Full citi zen ship rights for all 

immi grants! Orga nize for eign-born work-
ers into the unions! No dep or ta tions! No 
to racist “Eng lish only” laws! Down with 
anti-His panic, anti-Arab, anti-Asian, anti-
Semi tic and all racist big otry!

6 Down with the “war on ter ror,” 
which is a war aimed at immi grants, 

labor, the left and minorities! Free all the 
de tainees! Abol ish the racist death pen-
alty! Free Mumia Abu-Jamal! Free all 
class-war pris on ers! There is no jus tice 
in the  capi tal ist courts! Defend vic tims 
of racist cop ter ror and police frame-up! 
No illu sions in civ il ian review boards or 
“com mu nity con trol” of the police! For 
labor mobiliza tions against racist cop 

ter ror! Down with the “war on drugs,” 
a racist war by the rul ing class against 
black and His panic youth! The capi tal ist 
state—at its core con sist ing of the cops, 
courts, pri sons—is the execu tive com-
mit tee of the rul ing class, an instru ment 
of orga n ized vio lence by the capi tal ists 
against the work ers and the oppressed. 
It  must be smashed through work ers 
revo lu tion!

7 Defend sep ara tion of church and state! 
Defend science against super sti tion 

and mys ti cism! Keep relig ion out of the 
schools! No prayer in the schools! Down 
with the teach ing of crea tion ism! For the 
teach ing of evo lu tion! No gov ern ment 
fund ing for relig ious, pri vate or “charter” 
schools!

8 Defeat U.S. imperialism through 
work ers revolution! U.S. and allied 

forces out of Iraq, Afghanistan now! 
Down with the neocolonial occupations! 
For class struggle against U.S. capital-
ist rulers at home! No illusions in the 
UN—a den of  imperial ist thieves, their 
victims and their lackeys! All U.S./UN/
NATO troops out of the Bal kans, Haiti! 
For the right of independence for Puerto 
Rico! U.S. troops out of Puerto Rico and 
the Caribbean! U.S. imperialist butchers: 
hands off the world! No to the draft! Not 
one man, not one penny for the imperi-
alist military! Drive ROTC, CIA and 
police recruit ers off the campuses!

9 For inter na tional work ing-class soli-
darity! Down with the chau vin ist 

poi son of pro tec tion ism! Work ers of the 
world, unite! For uncon di tional mili tary 
defense of the deformed work ers states 
of Cuba, China, North Korea, Vietnam 
and Laos against capi tal ist coun ter revo-
lu tion and impe ri al ist attack! For work-
ers politi cal revo lu tion to oust the Stalin-
ist bureau crats and estab lish regimes of 
work ers democ racy, based on the power 
of work ers coun cils, and revo lu tion ary 
inter na tion al ism!

10 Break with the racist, warmongering 
Democratic and Republican parties 

of capi talism! No support to any capital-
ist parties, including Greens! For a revo-
lutionary, multiracial workers party that 
fights for socialist revolution! Look to 
the example of the heroic, Bolshevik-led 
workers of 1917 Russia! For new October 
Revolutions! For the international rule of 
the working class!

15 May 2011

The Spar ta cus Youth Clubs are the 
youth groups of the rev o lu tion ary Marx-
ist Spar ta cist League/U.S., sec tion of the 
Inter na tional Com mu nist League (Fourth 
Inter na tion al ist).

without victims” like prostitution, por-
nography and gambling. Of course drug 
addiction, like alcoholism, can be danger-
ous—but this is a personal and medical 
matter, not one for the police.

Much of the police brutality against 
black youth today is conducted in the 
name of the “war on drugs.” The issue 
here isn’t drug use: whites and blacks alike 
partake of recreational drugs. The “war on 
drugs” battle cry is intended to give the 
cops license to stage raids, make sweeping 
arrests and otherwise terrorize the popu-
lation of the city’s heavily minority inner 
suburbs. It is now a standard trope for the 
ruling class whenever it feels the need to 
ratchet up state repression or scapegoat 
racial minorities for ills of its decaying 
social order. In 2009, a raid even larger 
than that at Dixon Road was carried out 
by over 1,000 cops over the whole Greater 
Toronto area. Over 125 were arrested. Like 
the “war on terror,” the “war on drugs” is 
not a real war fought between states, but 
an ideological campaign with no ultimate 
aim or foreseeable end.

For our part, we could care less what 
Rob Ford smokes or drinks. His real 
crimes are against workers and the 
oppressed. He is a racist anti-gay bigot, 
a proven liar and a vicious labour-hater. 
He came into office vowing to get rid of 
thousands of city workers, contract out 
union jobs and slash social services. He 
indeed took on the unions and won the 
first round in 2012, thanks to a defeatist 
labour leadership that offered no perspec-
tive of struggle. The result was contracts 
that made unprecedented concessions and 
eliminated many of the impediments to 
contracting out and getting rid of union-
ized city workers. Today, garbage pickup 

in half of the city has been privatized.
Even as the Ford scandal roiled the 

media and his antics became an acute 
embarrassment to sections of the bourgeoi-
sie, the major Toronto dailies—including 
the liberal  Toronto Star—were careful 
to credit Ford for his crackdown on the 
unions. Indeed, the variant of right-wing 
populism Ford pushes is underpinned by 
hostility to organized labour, dressed up in 
fraudulent posturing on behalf of a mythi-
cal “little guy” taxpayer. Ford has already 
declared that his 2014 re-election cam-
paign will centre on a continued attack on 
the city unions. In the face of a quiescent 
labour movement, this reactionary gar-
bage continues to have traction.

For a Class-Struggle Fight 
Against Racial Oppression

The social power that can be mobi-
lized on behalf of black youth and all the 
oppressed is to be found in the multiracial 
working class. The vast potential power 
of this class lies in its central role in 
production where its collective labour in 
the factories, transportation systems and 
other industries is exploited by the capi-
talists for profit. A serious labour counter-
offensive would put paid to the supposed 

“public outrage” against the unions and it 
would garner widespread support among 
the city’s beleaguered minority communi-
ties which are literally under the gun. A 
fighting labour movement would actively 
campaign against racist police terror, 
and demand full citizenship rights for all 

immigrants and jobs for all.
Combatting racial oppression is essen-

tial to the unity of the working class. 
To beat back the bourgeoisie’s attacks 
and triumph over the bankrupt rule of 
capital, the labour movement must con-
sciously organize the active support of the 
oppressed: black youth facing police ter-
ror, desperate refugees and immigrants. 
Such a perspective requires a struggle to 
replace the current pro-capitalist union 
bureaucrats who have brought defeat after 
defeat, and forge a new leadership based 
on class struggle.

The working class is further hamstrung 
by the allegiance to the social-democratic 
NDP [New Democratic Party] that is pro-
moted by most of the labour misleaders. 
Deeply loyal to the capitalists and their 
state, the New Democrats pander to the 
racist law-and-order demagogy of the 
ruling Conservatives. Under the late Jack 
Layton, the NDP called to hire thousands 

more cops, to “give police more tools 
to prosecute dangerous offenders” and 
to “make gang recruiting illegal.” Last 
summer, around the time of Rob Ford’s 
anti-gang rants, Toronto-Danforth NDP 
MP [Member of Parliament] Craig Scott 
declared that “street gangs are becom-
ing more and more of a problem in this 
country.” Scott went on to call for “put-
ting more police into communities and 
creating dedicated youth gang prevention 
funds and activities.” Putting more police 
into communities has meant nothing other 
than the hundreds-strong cop raid on the 
Somali tenements.

The struggle for a fighting labour 
movement that opposes racist oppression 
is inseparable from the perspective of 
breaking the unions from the politics of 
NDP-style social democracy. The indis-
pensable tool for this struggle is a van-
guard party of the working class. The 
Trotskyist League is committed to build-
ing such a revolutionary party, which 
would fight against all illusions in the 
racist, capitalist state, aiming to mobi-
lize a class-conscious labour movement 
to overthrow this barbaric social system 
and replace it with the socialist rule of the 
multiracial working class. n
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plan aims at tripling Italian military forces 
in the central Mediterranean through the 
deployment of military vessels, amphibious 
ships, drones and helicopters with infrared 
and optical instruments.

Bourgeois politicians at candlelight 
vigils in Rome and Brussels demanded 
that Italy not be left alone to deal with 
African immigrants. Sure enough, the 
EU answered their prayers by releasing 
money to reinforce the Frontex opera-
tion, a pan-European surveillance system 
whose objective is to reduce the number 
of immigrants entering Europe and to 
prevent “cross-border crime.” Established 
in 2004, Frontex also includes African 
forces patrolling the territorial waters of 
Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Morocco, Mauri-
tania and Senegal. The further strength-
ening of Frontex will mean even more 
deaths at sea, as routes will become even 
longer and more perilous.

Ever since the countries of Southern 
Europe began bringing in immigrant 
workers, the Mediterranean has become 
an open-air cemetery. No one can ascer-
tain exactly how many immigrants have 
been swallowed by the sea, but estimates 
are that nearly 20,000 died in the last 25 
years in the attempt to get to Europe after 
fleeing political, religious and ethnic per-
secution or simply starvation. A notorious 
case was that of the Kater i Rades, a ship 
that sailed from Albania in 1997 in the 
midst of political turmoil in that country. 
The ship was rammed and sunk by the 
Italian military vessel Sibilla, killing 81 
people. At the time, Italy was governed by 
Romano Prodi’s popular-front Olive Tree 
government, which was supported by the 
reformist Rifondazione Comunista (RC).

In 2011 alone, more than 1,500 peo-
ple died at sea in the aftermath of the 
so-called “Arab spring” and the murder-
ous NATO bombings of Qaddafi’s Libya. 
In March of that year, a ship with 72 
refugees from Libya was abandoned. It 
drifted at sea for more than two weeks, 
even though its position had been com-
municated to European authorities and 
NATO vessels and warplanes were moni-
toring every inch of the Gulf of Sirte and 
the Sicily Channel. Sixty-three people 
died of hunger and thirst, leaving only 
nine survivors to describe their ordeal.

Attempts by people to emigrate from 
North and sub-Saharan Africa continue 
to take a deadly toll. In late October, 87 
immigrants were found dead of thirst in 
the northern Niger desert after their vehi-
cles broke down. Four months before, a 
dozen Sudanese immigrants were fatally 
shot by Libyan border guards.

Colonialism and Racism: 
Bloodlines of “Humanitarian” 
Imperialism

The refugees who died in Lampedusa 
mostly came from the Horn of Africa 
and had set sail from the Libyan coast, 
an itinerary that crosses most of the 
countries that were the historical victims 
of Italian imperialism. Italy had partially 
succeeded in establishing colonies in 
East Africa by the end of the 19th cen-
tury and colonized Libya in 1911 follow-

ing the collapse of the Ottoman Empire. 
Under Mussolini’s fascist regime, the 
Italian bourgeoisie was able to “recon-
quer” its empire, leaving the dead bodies 
of 500,000 Libyans and Ethiopians in its 
wake. The history of Italian colonialism 
in those countries is filled with atrocities: 
the bombing of villages; the massive use 
of chemical weapons like mustard gas, 
phosgene and arsine; the establishment of 
concentration camps and the starving to 
death of almost a half of the population 
of eastern Libya.

Today, capitalist politicians like to 
cover their aims with the rhetoric of 
“human rights.” But the only right they 
recognize is their own right to exploit and 
plunder markets and the vast resources in 

oil, gas and other raw materials in African 
countries. Before the imperialist attack 
against Libya in 2011, Italy imported 25 
percent of its oil and 13 percent of its gas 
from that country, in which the biggest 
Italian companies had strong interests.

The Left Ecology Freedom party’s 
Laura Boldrini, speaker of the Italian 
Chamber of Deputies and former spokes-
woman for the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission, has been elevated to 

the status of the “angel of the refugees.” 
While she has asked that illegal immigra-
tion not be treated as a crime, Boldrini 
has also praised the Italian navy, coast 
guard and other state agencies for their 
supposedly “untold efforts to save human 
lives.” Further, she has called on EU states 
to strengthen both their “monitoring and 
rescuing at sea” and efforts to promote 
“democratization” in the immigrants’ 
countries of origin. Such proposals, 
packaged with the usual “humanitarian” 
verbiage, mean a reinforcing of the same 
imperialist institutions that for decades 
have pursued military intervention, rac-
ist repression and attempts to turn North 
African states into EU border guards.

In 2006, Human Rights Watch de-

nounced the Qaddafi government for car-
rying out arbitrary detentions and torture 
in prison camps for foreigners, three of 
which were funded by Italy. The Italian 
reformist left strongly criticized the Ber-
lusconi government for bilateral agree-
ments with Qaddafi’s regime over polic-
ing immigration. They forgot to add that 
Berlusconi was enacting previous agree-
ments that had been made in December 
2007 by the second Prodi government, 
which included RC secretary Paolo Fer-
rero as a minister.

The capitalist government of Luis 
Zapatero’s Socialist Party in Spain was 
no better. Overnight in late April 2008 
outside Al Hoceima, Morocco, a Spanish 
naval vessel sank a boat carrying sub- 
Saharan immigrants, killing at least 29. 
The Spanish enclaves of Ceuta and Melilla 
in Morocco are surrounded by a double 
fence of barbed wire nearly 20 feet high, 
partially paid for by the EU. During the 
summer of 2005, attempts by hundreds of 
men to cross the fences were repelled by 
gunfire from the Guardia Civil and their 
Moroccan auxiliaries that killed an esti-
mated 13 and wounded 100 people.

Italian prime minister Letta now 
denounces the new Libyan authorities 
for not properly policing their shores. To 
be sure, this is not because the Libyan 
regime solidarizes with the plight of black 

African immigrants. The pro- imperialist 
puppet government that emerged from 
the NATO bombing campaign promised 
to maintain the existing agreements with 
Italy and the EU over the repression of 
immigrants from sub-Saharan Africa and 
their detention in desert prison camps.

Immediately after taking power, Lib-
yan prime minister Mahmoud Jibril 
declared that he “welcomed and encour-
aged” his country’s joint coastal patrols 
with Italy and blamed “illegal immi-
grants” for “spreading diseases and pro-
voking clashes with Libyan citizens.” In 
August 2011, “revolutionary” militias 
from Misurata carried out ethnic cleans-
ing in the town of Tawergha, whose 
30,000 villagers, mostly Libyan citizens 
descended from black slaves, were chased 
from their homes for allegedly supporting 
Qaddafi’s government. Many fled toward 
the desert in central Libya. Thousands 
ended up in refugee camps near Tripoli, 
where they were constantly harassed by 
the militias. Such were the reactionary 
militias that the fake-Trotskyist Partito di 
Alternativa Comunista, Italian affiliate 
of the Morenoite International Workers 
League-Fourth International, prettified 
as “proletarian armed committees” and 
called upon to directly take power.

Workers Movement  
Must Oppose Racist  
Immigration Laws

The Letta government ghoulishly 
promised to grant Italian citizenship as 
well as state funerals to those who died 
in the Lampedusa shipwreck. A funeral 
ceremony was held in Agrigento, Sicily, 
in the presence of Italian and Eritrean 
authorities but without the coffins of the 
victims and in the absence of the survi-
vors, who were prohibited from attending. 
Families of the refugees protested the 
exclusion and the threatening presence 
of officials from Eritrea, from where 
many of the refugees had escaped, while 
local anti-racist activists chased Interior 
Minister Angelino Alfano with shouts of 
“Bossi-Fini, murderer’s law.”

Italy has been run for two years by 
“national unity” governments supported 
by the capitalist Democratic Party and 
People of Freedom party, with the lead-
ers of the main trade-union confedera-
tions playing along by refusing to wage 
any class struggle. Financial institutions 
and the EU masters have charged these 
governments with slashing welfare and 
cutting wages and pensions in order to 
repay loans to Italian and foreign banks. 
Austerity measures have severely hit the 
working class, especially the millions of 
immigrant workers. The racist oppression 
of immigrants in Italy is symbolized by 
the Bossi-Fini law. Among its provisions, 
the law links the issuance of residence 
permits to work contracts, making immi-
grant workers vulnerable to all sorts of 
blackmail by the bosses.

In the wake of the Lampedusa tragedy, 
sections of the PD and its allies in Left 
Ecology Freedom have demanded the 
abolition of the most offending sections of 
the Bossi-Fini law or even its entire abro-
gation. PD integration minister Cecile 
Kyenge, the first non-white minister in 

Refugees...
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the history of the country, has suggested 
a law to make it easier for immigrants’ 
children born in Italy to gain citizenship. 
In response, and for the simple fact that 
she is a black woman, Kyenge has been 
subjected to a wave of vile racist attacks 
by far-right Northern League scum and by 
outright fascist groups like Forza Nuova 
that have thrown bananas at her and hung 
nooses in a town where she was due to 
speak.

Up to now, Italian citizenship has been 
ruled by “ius sanguinis” (blood right), 
which grants automatic citizenship to 
anyone in the U.S., Argentina or else-
where with a male ancestor who died as 
an Italian citizen after 1861, when the for-
mer kingdom was established. Beneficia-
ries also include anyone descended from 
Italians who lived in the territories of the 
former Yugoslavia that were occupied 
by fascist Italy. Changes proposed to the 
immigration laws are only cosmetic. They 
would maintain the system of detention 
centers while reducing maximum stays to 
less than the current 18 months and would 
make illegal immigration an administra-
tive offense in order to avoid overfilling 
prisons and courts and to free police for 
patrolling the streets.

Two deputies from the populist Five 
Star movement introduced an amendment 
to abolish the crime of illegal immigra-
tion, which carried in a commission of 
the upper chamber of parliament. How-
ever, Five Star gurus Beppe Grillo and 
Gianroberto Casalegno issued a vile 
statement printed on Grillo’s blog rant-
ing that “the content of this amendment 
is an invitation to emigrants from Africa 
and from the Middle East to set sail for 
Italy.... Lampedusa is close to collapsing 

and Italy’s not doing too well. How many 
clandestines can we welcome here if one 
in eight people here in Italy does not have 
the money to eat?”

The Lega Trotskista d’Italia, section 
of the International Communist League 
(Fourth Internationalist), calls for the abo-
lition of the Bossi-Fini law and for full 
citizenship rights for everyone who lives 
on Italian soil, with no restrictions what-
soever. We demand: Close the detention 
centers! No deportations! Calling simply 
for the abolition of the Bossi-Fini law 
has nothing to do with citizenship rights. 
If it were repealed, there would be a de 
facto reversion to the previous legisla-
tion, the Turco-Napolitano law. Enacted 
in 1998 under the Prodi government with 
votes from the RC, it provided the basic 
framework for all subsequent immigra-
tion laws: deportations, detention camps, 
administrative detention and deprivation 
of citizenship rights. The main differ-
ence has always been that popular-front 
governments couched their racist laws in 
“humanitarian” garb, while the right rev-
els in the most open and vicious racism.

Both bourgeois forces have managed 
immigration in the interests of Italian 
capitalism, which needs a cheaper work-
force that is easy to blackmail and dispose 
of in the event of economic downturns. 
The second Prodi coalition government, 
which included RC, never even talked 
about changing the Bossi-Fini law. “Left” 
bourgeois governments have certainly 
not shied away from using immigrants as 
scapegoats for growing misery. In 2007, 
the Prodi government launched a vicious 
campaign against Roma (gypsy) and 
Romanian immigrants in order to send 
the message that while they were EU cit-

izens, they were not equals under the law 
or in practice.

Labor should take a stand in defense of 
immigrants and fight to unionize immi-
grant workers, who are savagely exploited 
by the caporali (overseers) in the fields of 
Southern Italy and by contractors in the 
North. This requires a class-struggle lead-
ership of the trade unions to replace the 
current pro- capitalist union bureaucrats 
mostly linked to the PD and its reformist 

tails, whose aim is to be in the saddle of 
capitalist government. After a decade of 
Left Ecology Freedom rule in Puglia, the 
region remains a center of brutal exploita-
tion of immigrant workers in agribusiness 
and “alternative energy” projects. To end 
discrimination and victimization of immi-
grants requires the proletarian overthrow 
of the capitalist system of exploitation, 
to which racist oppression is an integral 
component. n

airport for almost nine hours supposedly 
to divest him of 58,000 NSA electronic 
documents. Earlier, the Government Com-
munications Headquarters, the British 
equivalent of the NSA, had overseen the 
destruction of a copy of Snowden’s files 
held at the offices of the Guardian news-
paper. (Several other copies remain.)

American “Democracy”: 
Capitalist Class Dictatorship

The U.S. capitalist class—in whose 
interests the spying is carried out—is 
concerned with the impact that the expo-
sures might have on future dealings with 
their European counterparts. Most con-
cerned are the giant information proces-
sors—Google, Yahoo et al.—who fear 
that the decline in business of late will 
only continue, as the bulk of them are 
known to have readily provided the NSA 
with access to their data. Google execu-
tive Eric Schmidt is attempting to bluff 
his way out of trouble by feigning outrage 
against the NSA data burglars.

Many Americans are given to self- 
exposure on the Net and accustomed 
to having their personal data looted by 
Google, Yahoo and the rest on the behalf 
of advertisers. But the massive scope of 
snooping has raised the temperature of 
an American populace increasingly dis-
gusted with a Congress and a president 
that have done nothing to alleviate the 
ravages of the Great Recession.

Even as he tries to give the impression 
that he wants to rein in spying, Obama has 
been loath to acknowledge any wrongdo-
ing. In fact, his administration has stated 
that there is no alternative to the bulk col-
lection of data, offering only that the NSA 
could perhaps destroy the information it 
has stockpiled after three years instead of 
the current five—as a sop to those naive 
enough to believe that the data will ever 
be destroyed. When it matters to the bour-
geoisie, however, Obama seems magically 
able to adjust the electronic surveillance 
machine, as witnessed by his recent assur-
ance to Merkel that her cell phone was not 
currently bugged.

More retreats and apologies may lie 
ahead as the web of U.S. surveillance is 
further brought to light. There is some 

movement in Congress to modify sections 
of the Patriot Act, with a few politicians 
suggesting its repeal. Among the lawmak-
ers expressing some dismay at the extent 
of snooping is Republican Jim Sensen-
brenner, an author of the Patriot Act who 
now wants to put “reasonable limits” on it. 
The Freedom Act, the draft legislation that 
he has sponsored, is supported by a range 
of right-wing libertarians and civil-rights 
groups like the ACLU. It would be wel-
come if such efforts created some speed 
bumps for the agents of U.S. imperialism. 
It would be foolish to believe that reforms 
will ever significantly impede the impe-
rialists’ spying on whomever they want 
whenever they want. In fact, rival legis-
lation from Democratic senator Dianne 
Feinstein would simply provide a solid 
legal footing for across-the-board sur-

veillance, explicitly authorizing the bulk 
collection of Americans’ phone records.

The NSA was founded in 1952 by secret 
order of Democratic president Harry Tru-
man, mainly to spy on the Soviet Union 
during the Cold War. It greatly expanded 
during the late 1960s and early ’70s, as 
the government targeted radicals, Viet-
nam antiwar activists and black militants. 
Recently revealed documents indicate that 
the NSA viewed its very own Operation 
Minaret program, under which it spied on 
everyone from Martin Luther King to Jane 
Fonda, as “disreputable if not outright 

illegal.” This program complemented the 
FBI’s COINTELPRO, which began as a 
spying operation on the Communist Party 
and later unleashed murderous repression 
against Black Panther militants. After the 
Watergate scandal in the early 1970s and 
under the impact of the social struggles 
of that period, some of this sordid history 
was made public through the investiga-
tion and hearings of the Senate’s 1975-76 
Church Committee. 

Among the measures adopted to curb 
NSA/CIA spying following the Church 
hearings was the 1978 Foreign Intelli-
gence Surveillance Act (FISA). Spon-
sored by the liberal icon Democratic 
senator Ted Kennedy, this legislation set 
up a special secret court to vet requests 
for “national security” wiretaps. FISA, or 
some similar oversight body, is invoked in 

many of today’s proposed NSA reforms. In 
reality, FISA has served as a doormat for 
the NSA on its way to securing warrants 
for its clandestine data raids. In its first 
33 years, the court denied only eleven of 
nearly 34,000 wiretap applications! The 
annual statistics provided to Congress put 
the current application approval rate at 
over 99 percent.

The capitalist rulers, a tiny minority of 
the population who live off the labor of the 
working class, depend on lying, spying and 
violence to keep the majority of the popu-
lation underfoot. Diplomatic skullduggery, 

which Obama in a rare moment of candor 
referred to as “how intelligence services 
operate,” is a means to maneuver for influ-
ence, markets and cheap labor. When the 
working class took power in Russia after 
the 1917 October Revolution, the Bolshe-
viks who led the revolution published the 
secret World War I treaties concluded by 
the prior tsarist and Provisional Govern-
ment regimes with their imperialist allies, 
exposing the war as a quest for plunder. 
With that stroke, the Bolsheviks demon-
strated that they abandoned all hypocrisy 
and lies in addressing the workers of other 
nations, while continuing to employ all 
necessary subterfuge and deceit in deal-
ings with the domestic and imperialist 
forces of counterrevolution.

In 1923-24, a parasitic bureaucracy 
headed by Stalin usurped political power 
from the Soviet proletariat (see article on 
page 2). The bureaucracy’s police appara-
tus would be used to suppress all opponents 
of the regime, not only counterrevolution-
aries but especially communist opposition-
ists, first and foremost the Trotskyists, 
who fought against the Stalinists’ betrayal 
of the struggle for world socialist revo-
lution. Meanwhile, the Kremlin’s foreign 
spy service targeted the imperialists as 
well as, at times, working-class struggle 
in other countries, such as during the 
Spanish Civil War.

For their part, the U.S. and other impe-
rialist countries built up armies of spies 
to serve the drive for capitalist restoration 
in the USSR. With the destruction of the 
Soviet Union in 1991-92, the common 
enemy of the imperialists was removed. 
Subsequently, their clandestine operations 
were directed more to gaining advan-
tage over one another, even as military 
and economic pressure has been kept on 
China and the other remaining deformed 
workers states.

Spying and treachery between states 
will persist until international proletarian 
revolution erases the basis for national 
antagonisms and sets the stage for the 
withering away of the state. After that, as 
Karl Marx’s collaborator Friedrich Eng-
els eloquently explained, “State interfer-
ence in social relations becomes, in one 
domain after another, superfluous, and 
then dies out of itself; the government of 
persons is replaced by the administration 
of things, and by the conduct of processes 
of production” (Anti-Dühring, 1878). n

Spying...
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The following article was written 
by our comrades of the Lega Trotski-
sta d’Italia, section of the International 
Communist League.

On October 3, a boat carrying over 
500 refugees, mainly from Eritrea, Ethi-
opia and Somalia, caught fire and cap-
sized half a mile from the Italian island 
of Lampedusa. All told, 366 bodies were 
eventually recovered and more are still 
missing. Only 155 people survived. Those 
who were in the hold, overwhelmingly 
women and children, could not even try 
to escape. The body of a young mother 
was found attached to her newborn baby 
by the umbilical cord. This was the dead-
liest tragedy in the Mediterranean Sea 
since the end of World War II, with a toll 
exceeding the December 1996 drowning 
of at least 283 men, women and children, 
most of them from Pakistan, in the waters 
off Portopalo, Sicily.

The mass drowning off Lampedusa 
brought forth a combination of crocodile 
tears and racist cynicism from Italian cap-
italist politicians. Democratic Party (PD) 
prime minister Enrico Letta and Minister 
of Interior Angelino Alfano of Silvio Ber-
lusconi’s right-wing People of Freedom 
party, joined by European Union (EU) 
president José Manuel Barroso, went to 
Lampedusa to kneel before the coffins 
of the victims. In a staged farce, every-
body from the government to the Cath-
olic church to the Left Ecology Freedom 
parliamentary opposition got together 
to decry the disaster and swear, in the 
words of Letta, “Never again another 
Lampedusa.”

But just eight days later on October 11, 
a second boat carrying at least 480 Syrian 
refugees (and reportedly 100 sub-Saharan 
immigrants locked in the hold) sank 60 
miles south of Lampedusa, killing 268 
people. The boat had been damaged by 
gunfire from a Libyan patrol boat, and 
individuals on board had been desper-
ately phoning Italian authorities for help. 
These requests were turned down one 

after another. Told to contact the Maltese 
navy instead, they were left to die. A heli-
copter from Malta did not arrive until six 
hours after the first S.O.S., when the ship 
had already capsized.

Those who died in Lampedusa were 
murdered, and the blame lies with the 
barrage of vicious anti-immigrant laws 
that have been imposed by Italian gov-
ernments, whether left-of-center or right-
of-center, and the EU. Meanwhile, the 
survivors are being held in the Center for 
Identification and Expulsion in Lampe-
dusa, subject to criminal prosecution for 
“illegal” immigration. Over the last two 
decades, the southern rim of Europe has 
experienced a proliferation of racist laws, 

barbed-wire fences and detention camps, 
as well as armed forces deployed to 
guard the borders of “Fortress Europe.” 
The number of immigrant detention 
camps along the southern and eastern 
borders of the EU went from 324 in 1999 
to 473 in 2011, with 13 in Italy. These 
totals do not include the many unofficial 
detention centers, from ship cabins to 
police stations.

The bourgeois press and politicians 
initially blamed local fishermen for not 
rescuing the victims of the shipwreck, 
with some survivors stating that three 
fishing vessels had turned away from 
their burning boat. Later, some of the 
rescuers blamed the local naval authority, 
the Capitaneria di Porto. Vito Fiorino, 
who was sleeping on his boat the night of 
the accident and was the first to hear the 
desperate cries of the victims, told Corri-
ere della Sera (5 October):

“While we were trying with all of our 
forces to pull on board as many people 
as we could, the people on the vessel 
from the Capitaneria were taking pic-
tures and videos.... We were pulling ref-
ugees on board in groups of four. When 
our ship became too crowded and we 
risked sinking, we asked the Capitaneria 
to take them on board of their ship so 
we could go on with the rescue. Instead 
they told us they could not accept them 
because of protocol. It is incredible.”

International maritime law compels 
ships, including military vessels, to 
respond to emergency calls from nearby 
ships and to rescue people if possible. 
In Italy, however, they need to first get 
authorization from maritime authorities 
to avoid being prosecuted under the pro-
visions of a 2002 law pushed by Umberto 
Bossi and Gianfranco Fini, ultra-right 

ministers in the Berlusconi government. 
That law made “illegal” immigration a 
criminal offense.

Mediterranean:  
Open-Air Cemetery

In the past, merchant ships were 
ordered to transport refugees they had 
rescued to Malta or Libya, countries that 
are notorious for their mistreatment of 
immigrants in detention camps. This dis-
couraged merchant vessels from respond-
ing to emergency calls. Fishing ships that 
had rescued immigrants have been seized 
by naval authorities who investigated 
the crews, leading to the loss of weeks 
of work during fishing season. Some 
crews were even prosecuted and jailed. 
In 2004, three workers for the refugee 
charity ship Cap Anamur were put on 
trial for rescuing 37 immigrants and tak-
ing them to an Italian harbor. In August 
2007, seven Tunisian fishermen who had 
rescued 44 people from a sinking boat off 
Lampedusa were detained for 32 days. In 
September 2011, the Italian government 
declared Lampedusa harbor to be unsafe 
as a destination for refugees rescued at 
sea, compelling rescue operations to be 
moved to the Sicilian coast more than 100 
miles further to the north.

Now the government and the EU are 
seizing on the deaths in Lampedusa to ramp 
up the racist policing of the Mediterranean 
even more. On October 14, the government 
announced the launch of operation “Mare 
Nostrum” (the Latin words used in the early 
20th century by nationalist revanchists and 
fascists to describe their dream of an Ital-
ian empire around the Mediterranean). The 

continued on page 10

Reuters

October 3: Bodies of drowned migrants in Lampedusa harbor after shipwreck of boat destined for Italy.

Reuters

Desperate immigrants locked up in refugee camp in Lampedusa, Italy, in July.

“Fortress Europe” Means Racist Murder

Mass Drowning of Refugees 
in Mediterranean


