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With a growing number of billionaires 
in its ranks and the stock market booming, 
the ruling class in the U.S. is giddy with 
greed. In its quest to stockpile wealth, this 
tiny capitalist elite keeps bleeding work-
ing people dry. As a result, the mass of 
the population continues to reel from the 
effects of the Great Recession triggered 
by rampant financial speculation in the 
housing market, even as the banks and 
other big businesses declare a renaissance. 
The Bloomberg news service, founded by 
the world’s richest (now departing) mayor, 
recently trumpeted: “Wages Stagnate as 
U.S. Manufacturers Reap Record Profits” 
(21 November). Not satisfied with slashing 
pay to the bone, the insatiable capitalist 
rulers are also further gutting those meager 
social benefits that help keep workers and 
the poor afloat. And greater hunger and 

misery are on the horizon, as the $5 bil-
lion cut in food stamps last month attests.

Some 47.5 million food stamp recipi-
ents, nearly half of them children, were 
impacted by this step, which was approved 
by Democrats and Republicans alike. This 
benefit loss was triggered by the lapse 
of a temporary increase in funding for 
food stamps—the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP)—included in 
the 2009 economic stimulus act. The toll 
of the cut was immediate, as families were 
forced to scrimp even more on meals and 
to seek out emergency food pantries.

For all the talk of government dysfunc-
tion and gridlock, both parties of capital 
have showed proficiency in screwing the 
poor. And more cuts are on the way—the 
only real question is how much. In alter-
nate farm bills that set the funding for 
food stamps, the Democratic-controlled 
Senate voted for $4 billion in cuts, while 
the Republican-controlled House voted 
for $40 billion. This is despite the fact 
that the number of food stamp recipients 
has swelled by 80 percent over the last six 
years of economic downturn.

Although the unemployment rate fell 
last month to its lowest level since 2008, 
the prospects of finding a job at anything 
resembling decent pay remain very dim. 
So much so that droves of people have sim-
ply given up on looking for work, the main 
factor accounting for that rate drop. In the 
time since the financial crisis claimed 8.7 
million jobs, only 7.4 million have been 
created, and these overwhelmingly pay low 
wages. Half of all employees in America 
now earn less than $26,000 a year, barely 
above the official poverty level for a fam-
ily of four. Among the factors swelling 
the legions of the working poor—from 
Wal-Mart “associates” to college adjunct 
professors—is President Obama’s Afford-
able Care Act. The law has encouraged 
employers to cut hours to avoid providing 
health care while jacking up insurance 
costs for much of the workforce.

Working households today constitute 
40 percent of food stamp recipients, with 
one quarter of the overall U.S. workforce 
depending on some form of public assis-
tance. In a sign of the times, Wal-Mart 
had the audacity to set up a food bank for 

its own miserably paid employees before 
Thanksgiving, and McDonald’s counseled 
its staff on eating smaller mouthfuls so it 
would feel like they had more food. Long 
gone are the days when soup kitchens and 
food pantries were just for the “down-and-
outs” and families in acute crisis. Such 
charities are keeping countless people alive 
who would starve on what the employers 
and government dole out, as food prices 
rise faster than all other expenses except 
transportation costs and medical bills. In 
New York City, food charities were already 
rationing portion sizes and turning people 
away before Superstorm Sandy struck last 
year and threw many more on their mercy.

With affordable housing a rarity in the 
city, more and more New Yorkers, many 
of them women with young children, are 
punching out of work only to sign in to 
homeless shelters. Pricing working peo-
ple out of city residences extends to San 
Francisco, where one worker explained: 
“Now it’s hard to be a middle-class per-
son with what used to seem like a really 
good salary in this city” (New York Times, 

On November 23, the Chi-
nese government declared an 
Air Defense Identification Zone 
(ADIZ) in the East China Sea, 
requiring any aircraft passing through 
airspace off its coast to identify itself. 
The ADIZ is an elementary measure of 
China’s defense. As Japan’s Nikkei (29 
November) noted, not only do Japanese 

surveillance aircraft patrol these waters, 
but also for U.S. spy planes “it is not rare 
to fly close to the Chinese coast and col-
lect information.” Despite the fact that 
the U.S., Japan and South Korea have 

their own ID zones, each of their gov-
ernments was quick to denounce China’s 
declaration as an act of aggression. 

It is the U.S. and Japanese imperi-
alists and Washington’s South Korean 

underlings who are dangerously 
escalating tensions in the region 
as they firm up their alliance 
against China, a bureaucrati-

cally deformed workers state. Shortly 
after Beijing’s declaration of the ADIZ, 
two U.S. B-52 bombers flew through 
the zone without filing flight plans, 
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Left: Food line at community center in South Central Los Angeles, December 4. Right: Fast-food workers and supporters demand increased minimum wage 
at rally outside McDonald’s in L.A., December 5.
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Over the past semester, the City Uni-
versity of New York (CUNY) administra-
tion has been on a tear to suppress leftist 
political activity. Its latest reprisal was 
to bring criminal charges against Khalil 
Vasquez and Tafadar Sourov for their role 
in protesting the closure of the Morales/
Shakur Center at City College of New York 
(CCNY) on October 24. The administra-
tion had shut down the center, a meeting 
space for leftist, minority and other stu-
dent and community groups, after weeks 
of demonstrations against war criminal 
David Petraeus teaching at CUNY and the 
return of the Reserve Officers Training 
Corps to campus. 

Vasquez and Sourov, both of the Rev-
olutionary Student Coordinating Com-
mittee, had already been suspended from 
CCNY following the October 24 protest, 
as reported in our Young Spartacus pages 
(see “Rescind Suspensions of CCNY Pro-
testers!”, WV No. 1034, 15 November). On 
November 22, at a CCNY disciplinary 
hearing regarding their suspension, both 
students pleaded “no contest and no ad -
mission of guilt.” As a result, they will be 
allowed to return to CCNY next semester, 
but the suspension will only be expunged 
from their record provided they stay in 
line by the lights of the administration.

Vasquez and Sourov have a court 
appearance scheduled for January 9, 

the same day as several of the CUNY 6 
protesters who face bogus misdemeanor 
charges stemming from a September 17 
anti- Petraeus protest that was brutally 
attacked by city cops. We urge our read-
ers to send letters demanding that all 
charges against the CUNY protesters 
be dropped. Statements can be directed 
to: New York County District Attorney 
Cyrus Vance, Jr., One Hogan Place, New 
York, NY 10013; telephone: (212) 335-
9000; fax: (212) 335-4390. Donations to 
the CUNY 6 legal defense fund can be 
made at defendthecuny6.wordpress.com.

We print below a letter sent by the 
Partisan Defense Committee to District 
Attorney Vance on November 23.

*   *   *

The Partisan Defense Committee de -
nounces the outrageous prosecution of stu-
dent activists Tafadar Sourov and Khalil 
Vasquez. The two City College of New 
York (CCNY) students face a year in prison 
for exercising their right to free speech and 
assembly while protesting the closure of 
the Morales/Shakur Center at CCNY. We 
demand that all of the charges be dropped. 

In an effort to silence Sourov and Vas-
quez, and also send a message to other 
student protesters, the CUNY administra-
tion has pressed charges against the stu-
dents for “rioting” and “inciting to riot,” at 
an October 24 protest against the  closure 
of the Morales/Shakur Center. They have 
also accused Sourov of attempting to 
assault a campus police officer during 
the protest. These charges are classically 
pulled out of a hat to stifle dissidents or 
cover up police misconduct or both. The 
fact is that the CUNY administration is 
blatantly punishing students for voicing 
dissent on campus and using any means 
necessary to silence them. 

The vendetta against Sourov and Vas-
quez is part of an ongoing campaign to 
stifle dissent after weeks of protests across 
the CUNY campuses. Students and activ-
ists have been protesting former CIA direc-
tor David Petraeus teaching at CUNY, the 
return of Reserve Officers Training Corps 
(ROTC) to CUNY campuses and the sinis-
ter closing of the Morales/Shakur Center at 
CCNY. At one such protest against  Pe  traeus 
on September 17, six activists were brutally 
attacked by police, arrested and charged 
with several bogus misdemeanors, such as 
“riot in the second degree.” 

We demand that all of the charges 
against Sourov and Vasquez and the 
CUNY 6 be dropped immediately. n
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Religion and Capitalist Charity

Especially around the holiday season, the 
capitalists seek to salve their consciences 
by throwing a few crumbs to the poor and 
working masses in the name of “remem-
bering the neediest.” Such self-interested 
charity normally comes with a heavy dose 
of religious sentiment, which, as Bolshe-
vik leader V.I. Lenin explains in the quote 
below, helps further capitalist exploitation 
by diverting the working class from the 
struggle to improve its material conditions.

The economic oppression of the workers inevitably calls forth and engenders every kind 
of political oppression and social humiliation, the coarsening and darkening of the spiritual 
and moral life of the masses. The workers may secure a greater or lesser degree of political 
liberty to fight for their economic emancipation, but no amount of liberty will rid them of 
poverty, unemployment, and oppression until the power of capital is overthrown. Religion 
is one of the forms of spiritual oppression which everywhere weighs down heavily upon 
the masses of the people, overburdened by their perpetual work for others, by want and 
isolation. Impotence of the exploited classes in their struggle against the exploiters just as 
inevitably gives rise to the belief in a better life after death as impotence of the savage in 
his battle with nature gives rise to belief in gods, devils, miracles, and the like. Those who 
toil and live in want all their lives are taught by religion to be submissive and patient while 
here on earth, and to take comfort in the hope of a heavenly reward. But those who live by 
the labour of others are taught by religion to practise charity while on earth, thus offering 
them a very cheap way of justifying their entire existence as exploiters and selling them at 
a moderate price tickets to well-being in heaven. Religion is opium for the people. Religion 
is a sort of spiritual booze, in which the slaves of capital drown their human image, their 
demand for a life more or less worthy of man. 

But a slave who has become conscious of his slavery and has risen to struggle for his 
emancipation has already half ceased to be a slave. The modern class-conscious worker, 
reared by large-scale factory industry and enlightened by urban life, contemptuously 
casts aside religious prejudices, leaves heaven to the priests and bourgeois bigots, and 
tries to win a better life for himself here on earth. The proletariat of today takes the side 
of socialism, which enlists science in the battle against the fog of religion, and frees 
the workers from their belief in life after death by welding them together to fight in the 
present for a better life on earth.

—V.I. Lenin, “Socialism and Religion” (December 1905)

TROTSKY LENIN

The Spartacist League’s new 
pamphlet is a collection of seven 
articles reprinted from Workers 
Vanguard. The contents illustrate 
why Marxists passionately de  fend 
the acquisition of scientific knowl-
edge and technological advances 
against retrograde ideology, e.g., 
mysticism, superstition, quack-
ery, social reaction. The counter-
revolutionary destruction of the 
Soviet Union two decades ago, 
combined with a low ebb in class 
struggle, has created a climate 
that provides a breeding ground 
for such backwardness.

The articles also situate scien-
tific questions in their historical 
context. At the time of the Industrial Revolution, as the ascendant bourgeoisie was 
supplanting the feudal order, there was not only tremendous scientific progress but 
also leaps in the conception of human freedom, based on the Enlightenment. But 
capitalism’s progressive epoch ended long ago; the application of “liberty, equality 
and fraternity” was limited to what would allow the new ruling class to succeed in 
abolishing the feudal barriers to its making money through exploiting the working 
class. Today in the epoch of capitalist decay, science is heavily beholden to the 
bourgeois state and its purse strings.

Bolshevik leader Leon Trotsky captured the contradiction of technological and 
scientific development under capitalism:

“Technology and science have their own logic—the logic of the cognition of nature 
and the mastering of it in the interests of man. But technology and science develop 
not in a vacuum but in human society, which consists of classes. The ruling class, the 
possessing class, controls technology and through it controls nature. Technology in 
itself cannot be called either militaristic or pacifistic. In a society in which the ruling 
class is militaristic, technology is in the service of militarism.”

—“Radio, Science, Technology, and Society,” March 1926

The articles in the pamphlet cover a wide range of topics. Since Marxism is 
the application of scientific observation and analysis to the realm of class society, 
Darwin’s theory of evolution, which freed the study of biology from the grip of 
religion by providing a material explanation for the origin of species, is fittingly 
featured. The lead article, “In Defense of Marxism and Science,” examines some 
key moments in the history of science and shows how leading figures were also 
committed to progressive social struggles of their time. “Science and the Battle 
Against Racism and Obscurantism” honors the evolutionary biologist Stephen 
Jay Gould, who spent the better part of his life combating pseudo-scientific racist 
dogmas and Christian creationist nonsense. 

An article on Alfred Kinsey explores his studies of human sexual behavior, 
aimed at challenging the fear and ignorance surrounding sex. “Capitalism and 
Global Warming” explains that tackling the human-derived aspects of global 
warming is futile within the boundaries of the anarchic capitalist system. An article 
on Richard Dawkins and other “new atheist” writers provides a historical material-
ist understanding of religion as against that offered by these bourgeois rationalists.

As scientific socialists, our defense of science is ultimately linked to the fight 
for world proletarian revolution. Socialist society will accept with gratitude the 
heritage of scientific knowledge and build on it in order to achieve the communist 
goal of eliminating scarcity and want.

New 
Spartacist 
Pamphlet 

$2 (56 pages)
Order from/pay to: Spartacist Publishing Co. 

Box 1377 GPO, New York, NY 10116
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November 19: Rally after court hearing in Manhattan for CUNY activists 
 Tafadar Sourov and Khalil Vasquez (from left to right, under sign).

Drop Charges Against CUNY Protesters!
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In November, the Alabama Board of 
Pardons and Paroles voted unanimously 
to posthumously pardon Haywood Pat-
terson, Charles Weems and Andy Wright. 
They were part of the “Scottsboro Boys,” 
nine unemployed black youth who were 
framed up in Scottsboro, Alabama, in 
1931 for rapes that never happened. The 
case has long been emblematic of racist 
injustice in the United States. For more 
than 80 years it has been as clear as day 
that the nine were innocent, so the pardons 
were a cheap way for Alabama to attempt 
to refurbish its image—just like racist 
demagogue George Wallace pardoned the 
last of the nine still living in 1976. While 
Alabama’s politicians gloat over how they 
have finally granted “justice” to people 
who have been dead for decades, there are 
193 inmates, disproportionately black, on 
Alabama’s death row. 

The Scottsboro Nine were hauled off 
a freight train by police in Scottsboro 
after an altercation between white and 
black youth who had been “riding the 
rails” during the Great Depression. One 
of the nine was 13, two were 14 and the 
oldest was 21. The police pressured two 
white women who had been traveling on 
the train into claiming they had been vic-
tims of gang rape. Normally, black men 
accused of raping white women would 
have been lynched by a mob, but this time 
the authorities preferred a legal lynching. 
Within two weeks, the nine were framed 
up, tried and convicted by an all-white 
jury. Eight were sentenced to death, and 
the youngest to life in prison.

The American Communist Party (CP) 
and its defense arm, the International 
Labor Defense (ILD), immediately took 
up the case. The ILD’s legal efforts 
exposed the frame-up for the sham it was. 
In the process, it won two landmark U.S. 
Supreme Court decisions protecting the 
right to legal representation and outlawing 
the exclusion of black jurors simply on the 
basis of their skin color. Most important 
to the defense strategy was building mass 
protests of hundreds of thousands against 
the frame-up and the entire racist system 
of capitalist justice. Due to these efforts, 
demands to free the Scottsboro Boys rang 
out around the world. Liberals like the 
 middle-class NAACP initially wanted 
nothing to do with defending impoverished 
black youth accused of rape—a longstand-

ing pretext for lynching. But due to pres-
sure from the campaign, the NAACP was 
forced to denounce the frame-up, even as 
it tried to edge the CP out.

In addition to shining a spotlight on 
the atrocities of the Jim Crow South, the 
Communist campaign also highlighted 
the continuity between the lynch mob and 
the electric chair. It succeeded in prevent-
ing Alabama from executing the Scotts-
boro Nine, but it did not stop the state 
from trying. The ILD won retrials for the 
black youth only to see them convicted 
again, setting off a chain reaction of one 
appeal after another in kangaroo courts.

One of the women who had accused 
the nine, Ruby Bates, recanted and testi-
fied for the defense in 1933. Driven out of 
the South for exposing the frame-up, she 
joined the defense campaign and toured 
with the ILD. In July 1937, prosecutors 
dropped rape charges against five of the 
defendants. The remaining four were con-
victed yet again and sentenced to death 
or decades in prison hell. Between 1943 
and 1950, three of them were paroled and, 
in 1948, Patterson escaped from prison to 
Michigan (where the governor refused to 
extradite him to Alabama).  

The Scottsboro campaign was just one 
prominent example of how Communists 
were in the forefront of fighting against 
racial oppression and lynch law terror in 
the 1930s. Amid the devastation of the 
Depression, they organized the black and 
white unemployed, sharecroppers and 
industrial workers. Their efforts put the 
struggle for black rights on the national 
agenda in a significant way for the first 
time since the early Populist movement 
in the 1890s. Writing at the time of the 
civil rights movement, James P. Cannon, 

an early Communist leader and founder 
of the ILD, underscored the role of V. I. 
Lenin and Leon Trotsky’s Communist In -
ternational (Comintern) in convincing the 
American CP to appreciate the centrality 
of the struggle against black oppression:

“Everything new on the Negro question 
came from Moscow—after the Russian 
Revolution began to thunder its demand 
throughout the world for freedom and 
equality for all national minorities, all 
subject peoples and all races—for all the 
despised and rejected of the earth.” 

— “The Russian Revolution and the 
American Negro Movement,” 
The First Ten Years of American 
Communism (1962)

In 1928, Cannon and his cothinkers 
were expelled from the CP and the ILD 
for supporting Trotsky’s fight against the 
degeneration of the Comintern that accom-
panied the rise of a parasitic bureaucracy 
headed by Stalin in the Soviet Union. 
During the 1928-34 Third Period, Commu-
nists in the U.S. left the AFL craft unions 
to form small “red unions,” effectively 
sealing themselves off from the mass of the 
organized working class. The Stalinization 
of the Communist International also led to 
disorientation for the American CP on the 
black question, as it did on all other issues.

In line with the class-collaborationist 
strategy of the “People’s Front” adopted 
by the Comintern after Hitler came to 
power in Germany, the CP began to 
tail “progressive” capitalist politicians 
during the mid 1930s. The CP became a 
subordinate part of Democratic president 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal coa-
lition, which comprised pro-segregation 
Southern Democrats, bureaucrats in the 
newly formed industrial unions and lib-
eral Northern politicians. In so doing, the 
CP betrayed the revolutionary aspirations 

of its members, including thousands of 
black workers.

As we wrote in “The CP and Black 
Struggles in the Depression” (Young Spar-
tacus No. 25, September 1974):

“While the CP of this period was deformed 
by dishonesty, political zig-zags and egre-
gious departures from Marxism, nonethe-
less in the area of black work the 1930’s 
represents the CP’s heroic period. Despite 
the erroneous ‘Black Belt’ theory and the 
call for ‘Negro self-determination’ in this 
territory (a call which was never raised 
agitationally but remained part of the 
CP’s written propaganda), the CP’s work 
in practice combined a proletarian orien-
tation with an awareness of the strategic 
need to fight racial oppression through-
out all layers of American society, espe-
cially to address the problems of poor and 
unemployed blacks.”

We reprint below an article by Cannon, 
originally published in the 9 April 1932 
issue of the Militant. At that time, Trotsky-
ists in the United States were organ ized 
as the Communist League of America 
(Opposition). They saw themselves as an 
external faction of the CP and fought to 
rescind their expulsions. The Militant arti-
cle was directed toward the ranks of the 
CP, which contained many advanced black 
and white workers.

*   *   *

The Scottsboro case reveals Ameri-
can capitalism in one of its most hideous 
aspects, and offers to the Communists an 
exceptional opportunity to deal the whole 
system a mighty, world-resounding blow. 
The deliberately planned assassination of 
the unfortunate Negro children is notice 
to the entire world that imperialist Amer-
ica, this pretended pacifist and friend of 
justice, is in fact a monster. The endeavor 
to thwart its bloody designs in the present 
case calls out the deepest and best human 
instincts. The words solidarity and jus-
tice acquire fresh values, they become 
new again in the struggle for the liber-
ation of the helpless young Negro boys 
who await their fate in the Alabama jail. 
It is hard to think of a cause that could 
appeal more strongly to the hearts of the 
workers and all the oppressed than that 
of these obscure and friendless symbols 
of a doubly persecuted race and class.

From the revolutionary standpoint, the 
struggle, of course, goes far beyond the 
immediate objectives of the court appeals. 
To save the lives of the intended victims 
and restore their liberty is indeed our aim; 
but the only hope of accomplishing this 
is to set a really immense movement into 
motion. And such an achievement could 
have great implications for the strength-
ening of the Communist influence over 
the workers and the Negro masses. All of 
this is bound up together with the con-
crete fight for the freedom of the prison-
ers. To separate the one from the other, as 
the liberal and Socialist snivellers try to 

continued on page 8

“Scottsboro”
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The following article originally ap -
peared in Spartacist Canada No. 179 
(Winter 2013/2014), newspaper of our 
comrades of the Trotskyist League/Ligue 
Trotskyste.

The Charter of Quebec Values intro-
duced by Pauline Marois’ Parti Québécois 
government has fuelled a wave of anti- 
Muslim bigotry. Cynically touted as a de-
fense of secularism and equality between 
men and women, it would ban the wear-
ing of “conspicuous” religious symbols by 
anyone who works in public or publicly- 
funded institutions—from hospitals to 
daycare centres, nursing homes, schools 
and government offices. Among those in 
the firing line are Jews who wear kippas 
and turbaned Sikhs. But the prime targets 
are Muslim women workers who wear the 
headscarf (hijab).

The draft law (Bill 60), formally intro-
duced by the bourgeois-nationalist PQ on 
November 7, is even more draconian than 
the proposals announced two months ear-
lier. Workers in private companies that do 
business with the government or receive a 
government subsidy would also be banned 
from wearing religious symbols, while an 
opt-out clause for municipalities and uni-
versities has been cut back severely. The 
PQ also plans to bar the tiny number of 
Muslim women in Quebec who wear the 
full-face veil (niqab) from receiving gov-
ernment services.

Emboldened by the PQ’s moves, the 

bigots have crawled out from under 
their rocks. “I see this tension and these 
hateful glances directed towards us,” 
said Badia Senouci, an Algerian-born 
immigrant who has lived in Quebec 
for 14 years. While shopping at a Que-
bec City mall, Senouci was accosted by 
another woman who, citing the Charter, 
demanded she remove her headscarf and 
change her religion. When her 18-year-
old son intervened the woman spat in 
his face. In Saguenay, racists splattered 
what they claimed was pig’s blood on a 
mosque. A middle-aged man on a Mon-
treal bus was captured on video ranting 
at a hijab-wearing woman to remove 
her headscarf. Defiantly she shot back, 
“Marois is giving you the courage.”

Bill 60 is the poisoned fruit of more 
than a decade of anti-Muslim and anti- 
 immigrant witchhunting whipped up by 
capitalists internationally as part of their 
endless “war on terror.” It draws direct 
inspiration from anti-Muslim laws now on 
the books in France and other European 
countries. In Quebec as elsewhere, the 
rulers seek to scapegoat immigrants and 
other minorities for the immiseration that 
is being visited on working people and the 
poor. From Paris to Athens and beyond, 
openly racist and even fascist forces are 
gaining influence as the attacks on jobs, 
living standards and social programs 
intensify.

Crass electoral calculations are also 
at play in Quebec. The PQ, which cur-
rently runs a minority government, wants 
to woo conservative francophone voters 
away from the rightist Coalition Avenir 
Québec (CAQ), especially in the regions 
outside Montreal which have few immi-
grants. The Catholic church has only a 
shadow of its former influence in Que-
bec, but reactionary Catholic-inspired 
nationalism (“our heritage”) still has trac-
tion in such areas. In 2007 the PQ lost 
official opposition status to the upstart 
right-wing nationalist Action Démocra-
tique du Québec (now part of the CAQ) 
amid an earlier wave of anti-immigrant 
hysteria. Meanwhile, the péquistes are 
covering their other flank by mobilizing 
feminists and secular intellectuals to give 
the Charter a “progressive” veneer.

The Charter of Values is aimed not 
against the oppression of women at the 
hands of religion, but against private 

religious beliefs—and against the believ-
ers themselves. Marxists are atheists 
and fighters for women’s liberation. We 
understand that the veil, whether worn 
voluntarily or under duress, is a symbol 
and instrument of women’s oppression. 
At the same time, we oppose all efforts 
by the capitalist state to ban or restrict 
this and other personal religious sym-

bols. We reject the lie that such racist and 
discriminatory bans have anything to do 
with “protecting” women or promoting 
the integration of immigrants. On the 
contrary, they can only serve to deepen 
the social isolation and oppression of 
Muslim women by driving them from 
the workplace and from access to public 
services. We say: Down with racist exclu-
sions! No to the PQ’s Bill 60!

Ottawa’s Grotesque Hypocrisy
The announcement of the Char-

ter of Values was predictably met with 
anti-Quebec demagogy in English Can-
ada. From the right-wing National Post 
to the liberal Toronto Star, editorial 
pages dripped with indignation at the 
scourge of racism…in Quebec. Tory cab-
inet minister Jason Kenney railed that 
the PQ is playing the “politics of division 
by attacking minority communities.” 
Canada, he claimed, “is a model to the 
world because of our pluralism, because 
of our tradition of unity in diversity.” 

This is the same Canadian govern-
ment that has overseen the deportations 
of immigrants and refugees in unprece-
dented numbers. It is the same govern-
ment that six years ago tried to bar women 

wearing the niqab from voting in federal 
elections, and two years ago banned them 
from taking the citizenship oath. Shame-
less hypocrisy has always been a hallmark 
of the Canadian ruling class, whose state 
was built on the destruction of aborigi-
nal societies and the forcible suppression 
of the national rights of the francophone 
Québécois.

The English Canadian rulers portray 
Quebec nationalism as uniquely xenopho-
bic and intolerant—a truly brazen charge 
considering Ottawa’s own record of 
witchhunting Muslims under the “war on 
terror.” From Canada’s full participation 
in the bloody occupation of Afghanistan 
to helping to deliver Maher Arar to his 
Syrian torturers at the behest of Washing-
ton, their ongoing campaign of frame-ups, 
detentions and “no-fly” lists is a sustained 
assault on the rights of everyone.

Nationalism, Secularism  
and the Quiet Revolution

For their part, the PQ nationalists are 
cynically manipulating the broad support 
for secularism and women’s rights in Que-
bec in the service of racist reaction. Intro-
ducing Bill 60 in the National Assembly, 
PQ cabinet minister Bernard Drainville 
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claimed outrageously that “the Charter of 
Values will be a source of harmony and 
cohesion for Quebec,” adding: “It is part 
of the process of secularization that began 
with the Quiet Revolution.”

In the late 19th century, American nov-
elist Mark Twain described Montreal as a 
town where “you couldn’t throw a brick 
without breaking a church window.” The 
Catholic church exercised an iron grip on 
francophone Quebec well into the next 
century, controlling social institutions from 
hospitals to schools, all with the support of 
the anglophone capitalists. Under Maurice 
Duplessis, who ran Quebec for nearly two 
decades until 1959, clerical dominance was 
reinforced by naked state repression. But 
Quebec’s “Great Darkness,” as it is still 
known, was shattered in the 1960s through 
deepgoing social struggle.

The so-called Quiet Revolution, which 
was fuelled in large part by opposition to 
national oppression, did throw off Que-
bec’s clerical shackles, to the immense 
benefit of women in particular. It was also 
a period of sharp class struggles which 
saw the advance of a highly organized and 
combative Québécois labour movement. 
These struggles peaked with the April-
May 1972 general strike, when workers 
took over entire industrial towns. But the 
militant labour movement became subor-
dinated to a newly emergent francophone 
bourgeoisie that gradually displaced the 
former Anglo overlords.

The federal government met the rise 
of struggle in Quebec with repression, 
highlighted by the military occupation of 
Montreal during the 1970 “October Cri-
sis.” For their part, the English Canadian 
labour misleaders and the NDP social 
democrats were hostile to the aspira-
tions of the Québécois workers, and their 
“united Canada” chauvinism served to 
drive the Quebec working class into the 
arms of its “own” national capitalists. The 
Quebec labour bureaucrats soon began to 
call for support to the PQ, which formed 
its first government in 1976. By the end 
of that decade, the period of labour and 
social radicalism in Quebec had come to 
an end. For more than three decades now, 
the PQ nationalists have alternated with 
the federalist Liberal Party in adminis-
tering capitalism in Quebec, including 
through harsh austerity attacks against 
the workers.

Nationalism and chauvinism inevita-
bly foster racism against immigrants and 
ethnic minorities. To go forward in their 
struggles against the ravages of the cap-
italist profit system, the working people 
must be united across national, racial and 
ethnic lines. But the working class in this 
country is, and has long been, divided 
along national lines, profoundly under-
mining its ability to wage such struggles. 
For this reason, we Marxists advocate 
independence for Quebec. By taking the 
national question off the agenda, this 
would create far better conditions for the 
workers to see that their real enemies are 
their own respective capitalist exploit-
ers—not the workers of the other nation 
or ethnic and religious minorities.

Feminism and 
Anti-Muslim Hysteria

One left-wing Quebec blogger aptly 
characterized the PQ Charter as an 
“Islamophobic hydra disguised as a sec-
ular Prince Charming and a feminist 
Sleeping Beauty” (marcbonhomme.com, 
28 October). Its provisions have led to 
sharp divides among bourgeois national-
ists, in the unions and in Quebec’s influ-
ential feminist milieu.

Former PQ premiers Lucien Bou chard 
and Jacques Parizeau both criticized 
the Charter. The only remaining Bloc 
Québécois MP [Member of Parliament] 
from Montreal, Maria Mourani, was ex -
pelled from the Bloc caucus for publicly 
op  posing it. In the labour movement, 
the SFPQ public-sector union quickly 
endorsed the PQ legislation, while the 
Fédération Autonome de l’Enseignement 
(FAE), which represents about a third 
of Quebec teachers, denounced it. FAE 
president Sylvain Mallette told the press: 
“We won’t go on a witch hunt to see who 
wears a hijab, kippa or cross.... We will 

defend the right of our members to work.”
Montreal has seen rival, near-weekly 

demonstrations for and against the Char-
ter. The largest anti-Charter protest drew 
at least 10,000, chiefly Muslims, into 
the streets on September 14. Six weeks 
later, a “March of the Janettes”—named 
for pioneer feminist, author and TV per-
sonality Janette Bertrand, now in her 
80s—brought out a similar number of 
Charter supporters. Waving Quebec 
flags, the crowd broke out into the unof-
ficial nationalist anthem, Gens du Pays. 
Among the rally organizers were Martine 
Desjardins, a leader of last year’s student 
strike, and media personality Julie Sny-
der, the wife of Pierre Karl Péladeau, 
the notorious union-busting former CEO 
of Quebecor and Sun Media. Earlier 
this year, the PQ government appointed 
Péladeau to head Hydro-Québec, the 
iconic nationalized energy company, and 
he now sits in on select cabinet meetings.

Quebec’s main feminist group, the 
Fédération des Femmes du Québec 

(FFQ—Quebec Federation of Women), 
says it “vigorously” opposes banning 
women wearing religious garb from 
government jobs. But the FFQ makes a 
notable exception for fully-veiled women 
who, it says, should be banned because 
their niqabs and burqas “hinder com-
munication.” The feminist sisterhood 
may be powerful, as the old saying 
goes, but it doesn’t embrace fully veiled 
Muslim women. Indeed, a streak of 
 anti-immigrant demagogy has long been 
present in the Quebec feminist movement. 
Witness Lise Payette, the former PQ cab-
inet minister for the status of women. In 
her later career as a screenwriter, Payette 
was notorious for the 1989 documentary 
Disparaître (Disappearing), which railed 
against the “threat” to Quebec society 
posed by immigrants.

It could not be clearer that feminism 
cannot show the way to women’s eman-
cipation. For feminism, which is a bour-
geois ideology, the basic division in soci-
ety is not class against class, but men 
against women. Feminism is not pre-
mised on the destruction of the capitalist 
system that is the main source of wom-
en’s oppression today. Indeed, the goal of 
many feminists is nothing more than to 
advance a layer of women into the board-
rooms and the upper reaches of academia 
and the media. Despite important gains 
like abortion rights and formal legal 
equality, the secular bourgeois Quebec 
that emerged from the Quiet Revolution 
remains a ruthlessly exploitative society 
that offers no road to the liberation of 
women (or anyone else).

Moreover, the PQ’s pretenses to secu-
larism and women’s rights are paper thin. 
Explicitly not banned under the Charter 
are “emblematic and toponymic elements 
of Quebec’s cultural heritage,” i.e., the 
huge crosses and other Catholic sym-
bols that adorn public buildings all over 
Quebec. Tax breaks to religious groups 
and state funding for private religious 
schools go untouched, but the law would 
explicitly “allow physicians and pharma-
cists to refrain from recommending or 
providing professional services because 
of their personal convictions.” The PQ 
inveighs against the “threat” of a woman 

wearing a headscarf serving lunch to 
kids in a daycare centre, but a Christian 
bigot behind the counter in a pharmacy 
or medical clinic would be free—on reli-
gious grounds—to refuse to prescribe the 
pill or sell you a condom.

Marxism and 
Religious Reaction

As we wrote in “Down With Quebec’s 
Niqab Ban!” (SC No. 165, Summer 2010): 
“The danger to women’s rights comes not 
from a tiny, vulnerable Muslim minority, 
but from the rule of the bourgeoisie, which 
upholds the reactionary institution of the 
family, the central force that oppresses 
women the world over. The family is the 
vehicle for transmitting property from one 
generation to the next, and the mechanism 
for raising new generations of workers.” 
The oppression of women originates in 
class society, and can only be ended by 
overthrowing capitalist class rule. The 
family unit cannot simply be abolished: 
its functions must be replaced with social-

ized childcare and housework in an egali-
tarian socialist society.

Since the counterrevolutionary destruc-
tion of the Soviet Union—the world’s first 
workers state, created through the Octo-
ber 1917 workers revolution in Russia—
there has been a sharp rise of all kinds 
of religious fundamentalism. Christianity, 
Judaism, Islam, Hinduism: all are vari-
ants of “the opium of the people,” as Karl 
Marx characterized religion 170 years 
ago. The growth of this false conscious-
ness among the poor and downtrodden 
is rooted in despair and the lie that the 
struggle for an egalitarian socialist future 
is no longer possible.

Every modern religion is an instrument 
of reaction that befuddles the working 
people. But the increased prevalence of 
the veil today is also a result of the relent-
less poverty and discrimination suffered 
by Muslim immigrants and their descen-
dants in Canada and other imperialist 
countries. Young immigrant and minority 
women are trapped between the racism of 
these societies and rigid, oppressive fam-
ily structures.

All the parties of the capitalist class, 
federalist and sovereignist alike, necessar-
ily promote racism against such minori-
ties, because “divide and rule” policies 
are necessary to a social system based on 
the grinding exploitation of the working 
class. We Marxists fight for the volun-
tary integration of all minorities based 
on full equality. But we understand that 
eradicating racism, women’s oppression 
and all forms of discrimination requires 
a revolutionary struggle, mobilizing the 
social power of the working class to put 
an end to capitalist exploitation and liber-
ate humanity from poverty and want.

Québec Solidaire: Fifth Wheel 
of the Bourgeois PQ

This perspective is light years from that of 
Québec Solidaire (QS), the  petty- bourgeois 
nationalist party that is backed by most of 
Quebec’s reformist left. In the build-up to 
last year’s provincial election, QS leader 
Françoise David offered to prop up a 
minority PQ government in the National 
Assembly. More recently, QS spokesmen 
have provided cover for the PQ’s turn to 

open  anti-immigrant bigotry, affirming 
that they “welcome favourably” various 
proposals in the Charter and seek “hon-
ourable compromises.”

In October, QS launched its own 
“Charter of Secularism.” While dump-
ing many of the overtly racist restrictions 
on the wearing of religious symbols, 
it would keep intact the ban on public 
services for women wearing the niqab. 
This is consistent with QS’s stance when 
the then-Liberal government sought to 
implement a similar ban in Quebec in 
2010. QS deputy Amir Khadir also voted 
to support a PQ motion banning Sikhs 
wearing the kirpan (a small ceremo-
nial religious dagger) from entering the 
National Assembly to speak against the 
proposed Liberal bill.

Several of the reformist outfits who have 
made themselves a home inside Québec 
Solidaire (La Riposte/Fightback, Gauche 
Socialiste, etc.) have issued statements 
opposing the PQ Charter. La Riposte 
claims, nonetheless, that the Charter is 
no big deal: it “will ultimately be tooth-
less” and “have little real effect in Que-
bec” (marxiste.qc.ca, 24 September). For 
Gauche Socialiste, which has long prayed 
at the altar of petty-bourgeois Quebec 
nationalism, the main problem is the PQ’s 
“incapacity to win a majority of the Québé-
cois people to the perspective of independ-
ence” (pressegauche.org, 27 August). The 
English Canadian  cothinkers of these 
groups support the NDP, long a flagrant 
opponent of Quebec’s national rights. For 
these reformists, the only consistency is 
political opportunism: tailing after what-
ever appears to be popular. This has noth-
ing in common with the Marxist fight for 
revolutionary leadership.

The persecution of Muslim women, 
who are among the most oppressed in 
today’s capitalist society, is poison to 
working-class struggle. Muslims and 
other minorities make up a growing part 
of the working class in Montreal as well 
as other cities in Canada. Victory over 
the ruling exploiters requires the unity 
of the working class against racist dema-
gogy in all its forms. That means oppos-
ing the PQ’s reactionary Bill 60 (and 
its little brother, QS’s Charter of Secu-
larism) as well as all of the capitalists’ 
anti-immigrant laws, and fighting for full 
citizenship rights for all immigrants.

The Trotskyist League/Ligue trots-
kyste is fighting to build the nucleus of 
a binational revolutionary workers party. 
Acting as a tribune of all the oppressed, 
such a party would seek to draw behind it 
women, youth and oppressed minorities in 
the fight for emancipation from the capi-
talist system. It can only be forged through 
an intransigent political struggle to break 
the working class from its current chauvin-
ist and nationalist misleaders, in English 
Canada and Quebec alike. Only through 
proletarian socialist revolution on an inter-
national scale can we begin to build a soci-
ety free of hunger, war and racism; a world 
where men and women will no longer 
need to take refuge in religious fantasies 
to escape the harsh realities of a capitalist 
society rooted in misery and oppression. n
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 radioing ahead or registering their radio 
frequencies. This provocation served to 
test China’s response and demonstrate U.S. 
capacity for airborne attacks from Guam. 
According to Chinese defense minis-
try reports, ten Japanese early warning, 
reconnaissance and fighter planes as well 
as South Korean planes also made unan-
nounced overflights.

While refusing to recognize the ADIZ, 
the U.S. has advised commercial airlines 
to notify Chinese authorities of flight 
plans over the East China Sea “for safety 
reasons.” This posture should not blind 
anyone to the danger posed by Washing-
ton’s determination to “roll back Com-
munism.” On 1 September 1983, the U.S. 
sent more than 200 passengers on Korean 
Airlines Flight 007 to their deaths when 
it directed the aircraft to pass over sensi-
tive Soviet military installations in order 
to trigger and then monitor the USSR’s 
air defenses. After the pilots of the air-
craft, which appeared to the Soviets to be 
a warplane, refused requests to identify 
themselves or to land, it was shot down. 

U.S. imperialism has dominated the 
Pacific since its defeat of Japan in World 
War II, a conquest sealed with the incin-
eration of 200,000 Japanese civilians in 
the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. That atrocity was intended to 
send a message to the Soviet Union about 
who ran the world. The destruction of the 
USSR by capitalist counterrevolution in 
1991-92—a historic defeat prepared by 
decades of imperialist economic and mil-
itary pressure as well as internal Stalin-
ist misrule—removed what had been the 
U.S.’s supreme military target and the 
most substantial counterweight to its aim 
of world domination.

China, the most powerful country re-
maining where capitalist rule was over-
thrown, then became the central target 
of the imperialists’ counterrevolutionary 
machinations. In March 1996, the Clin-
ton White House positioned two aircraft 
carrier groups in the Taiwan Strait that 
separates mainland China from capitalist 
Taiwan. In April 2001, under George W. 
Bush, a U.S. spy plane flying just off Chi-
na’s Hainan Island collided with a Chi-
nese fighter jet. Subsequently, the “war 
on terror” served to distract Washington 
from its main focus on China. 

Since 2010, the U.S. has been moving 
battleships and aircraft carriers to the Far 
East, signing military pacts and carrying 
out joint exercises in the name of the “pivot 
toward Asia,” a top priority of the Obama 
administration. Among other things, the 
pivot poses a challenge to China’s access 
to the Pacific Ocean. In the service of this 
shift, the White House has eased some of 
the punishing economic sanctions against 
Iran in return for an agreement by that 
country’s new regime to freeze its nuclear 

development program. At the same time, 
Washington has found no small amount 
of difficulty in extricating itself from its 
quagmires in the Muslim world, from 
Afghanistan to the Near East.

Although the rulers of U.S. and Japa-
nese imperialism have their own distinct 
and competing interests, they are aligned 
behind the goal of destroying the workers 
state that emerged out of the 1949 Chinese 
Revolution. Despite its deformation by the 
rule of a parasitic bureaucracy, that state 
provides an obstacle to imperialist dom-
ination, shielding the country from the 
full impact of the capitalist world market 
and allowing for explosive though uneven 
industrial development. The Chinese work-
ers state must be defended against the 
imperialists, who aim to return the coun-
try to its prerevolutionary status as the 
supine victim of their depredations, and 
against the domestic counterrevolutionary 
forces they promote and support. 

For acceding to the demand that flight 
plans covering the East China Sea be 
communicated to China, the U.S. incurred 
criticism from elements of the more bel-
licose Japanese bourgeoisie as well as its 
South Korean counterpart. Both Tokyo 
and Seoul have pressured their domestic 
airlines to stop informing China of such 
flight plans. Actually, the U.S. position 
reflects the strategy of combining mili-
tary pressure with further economic pen-
etration of the Chinese mainland, as dis-
played during Vice President Joe Biden’s 
recent meeting with Chinese president Xi 
Jinping.

In order to gain access to foreign cap-
ital, resources and markets, the Beijing 
Stalinist bureaucracy has acted as labor 
brokers for capitalists around the world, 

offering up Chinese workers for exploita-
tion in designated sectors of the economy. 
The “socialist market economy” has also 
fostered a nascent capitalist class and 
other counterrevolutionary forces within 
the country, with yawning social inequal-
ity as well as a sharp rise in workers strug-
gles accompanying economic growth.

Despite these inroads, China today is not 
capitalist. It continues to be ruled by the 
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) appara-
tus that emerged from the peasant-based 
1949 Revolution, which smashed bour-
geois rule. Heavy industry, the land and 
the core of the financial system continue 
to be held as collectivized state property. 
Capitalist counterrevolution would be an 
enormous defeat not only for the Chinese 
workers and peasants but for working 
people around the world, who would be 
confronted by a strengthened and embold-
ened imperialist class enemy.

Robber Barons’ Alliance
The U.S.-Japanese military alliance, 

hatched after World War II as a key part of 
the anti-Soviet Cold War, remains crucial 
to American interests in Asia. Reaffirm-
ing the alliance, an October 3 joint secu-
rity statement recognized the U.S.’s “com-
mitment to the security of Japan through 
the full range of U.S. military capabili-
ties, including nuclear and conventional” 
and projected “expanding security and 
defense cooperation in the Asia-Pacific 
region and beyond.” A major component 
of this alliance continues to be the U.S. 
military presence in Okinawa. 

Over the past two decades, there has been 
a loosening of some of the restraints on the 
overseas deployment of Japanese military 
forces that are codified in Article Nine of 
the country’s Constitution. As our com-
rades of the Spartacist Group Japan noted: 
“With memories of the slaughter of tens of 
millions by Japan’s imperial army during 
the Pacific War still very much alive, it is 
only through its alliance with Washington 
that Japanese imperialism has been able to 
deploy its already highly advanced military 
overseas” (“Down With Japanese Provoca-
tions Against China, North Korea!” WV 
No. 842, 18 February 2005).

Under the hawkish government of 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, the Japanese 
imperialists are accelerating their rearma-
ment drive, recently announcing plans to 
deploy more F-15s, radar planes and a new 
helicopter carrier and to build a new army 
base on an island in the East China Sea 
by 2016. With China already deploying 
drones, Japan is also considering buying 
American drones to patrol the area. As 
Tania Branigan reported in the London 
Guardian (27 November), China’s estab-
lishment of an ADIZ was “a response 
to Japan’s extension of its own zone this 
spring and its recent warning that it was 
willing to shoot down unmanned drones it 
regarded as a threat to its airspace.” 

Japan’s ADIZ was established by the 
U.S. when it occupied the country after 

WWII. Similarly, South Korea’s ADIZ 
was declared by the U.S. in 1951, during 
the Korean War against the North Korean 
Communist regime and Mao’s China. 
Both these zones overlap with the one 
China recently declared, with Japan’s run-
ning less than 150 kilometers (95 miles) 
from the Chinese coast in some places. 
And now South Korea has expanded its 
ADIZ further over the East China Sea, 
also jutting into the zone declared by 
Japan, Korea’s former colonial overlord.

China’s ADIZ includes airspace over 
the Senkaku/Diaoyu islands, a chain of 
rocky, uninhabited outcrops claimed by 
both Japan and China, and an underwater 
reef—called Ieodo in Korean and Suyan 
Rock in Chinese—on which South Korea 
has built a research station and a heliport. 
While the U.S. claims to have no position 
on Senkaku/Diaoyu sovereignty, Amer-
ican spokesmen have made clear that 
the pact with Japan covers any military 
clashes over the territory. 

In general, the question of the owner-
ship of these uninhabited rocks and islets 
does not in itself pose defense of the Chi-
nese deformed workers state. However, it 
is crucial for the international proletar-
iat—particularly in Japan and the U.S.—
to oppose imperialist provocations over 
this territory and, in the case of military 
attack on China, to stand for defense of 
the workers state. As Trotskyists, our 
defense of China in the military sense is 
not conditional on whatever policies the 
CCP bureaucracy may pursue.

Japan’s claim of ownership of the Sen-
kaku/Diaoyu islands dates back to its mil-
itary victory over China in 1895, when as 
a rising imperialist power it seized Taiwan 
(Formosa) and extracted other conces-
sions from the moribund Manchu dynasty. 
In the dispute over the islands, the CCP 
has been able to tap the deep popular res-
ervoir of anti-Japanese feeling in China, 
which is fed mainly by memories of the 
horrors of Japanese imperialist occupa-
tion beginning in the 1930s. It took the 
1949 social revolution to break the chains 
of Western and Japanese imperialism.

However, the CCP regime from Mao 
Zedong’s time to today has been defined 
by the narrow nationalism inherent in the 
Stalinist dogma of “building socialism in 
one country”—a grotesque perversion of 
the communist program of world prole-
tarian revolution. In fomenting national-
ist opposition to Japan, the CCP drives a 
wedge between the Chinese workers and 
peasants and their potential allies in the 
Japanese, South Korean and other work-
ing classes of the region. The bureaucra-
cy’s nationalism also obliterates the class 
divide between the People’s Republic of 
China and capitalist Taiwan, whose bour-
geois rulers have been courted by Beijing 
in the effort to catapult China to the sta-
tus of a world power.

Another criminal expression of Stalin-
ist nationalism is the wrangling between 
the Chinese and Vietnamese workers 
states over fishing and mineral exploration 
rights in the South China Sea. Outright 
military clashes between the two erupted 
in 1988 and 2011, in addition to smaller 
police actions as when the Chinese Navy 
shot and killed nine Vietnamese fisher-
men in the Gulf of Tonkin in 2005. Hostil-
ities between the Chinese and Vietnamese 
regimes provide an opening for imperial-
ist maneuvers and pose a direct danger 
to both workers states, particularly with 
the U.S. seizing on the rivalry to secure 
Vietnam as an ally against China (see 
“Stirring Up the South China Sea—U.S. 
Imperialism Tightens Military Vise on 
China,” WV No. 1005, 6 July 2012). 

Typhoon Haiyan and  
Imperialist Machinations

In another move aimed clearly at squeez-
ing China, the U.S. and Japan seized on 
Typhoon Haiyan’s devastation of the Phil-
ippines to enhance their military presence 
in contested areas of the South China Sea. 
The U.S. deployed an aircraft carrier 
group, marines and surveillance planes, 
while Japan sent up to 1,000 troops and 
three warships. 

The Philippines, a dependent country 
long under the thumb of the U.S., is a key 

China...
(continued from page 1)
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theater in the imperialist military encir-
clement of China, as underscored by joint 
U.S.-Philippine military exercises con-
ducted earlier this year near the disputed 
Scarborough Shoal. Following China’s 
deployment of its one aircraft carrier to 
the area on November 26, the Philippines 
appealed to the United Nations to press 
its claim to these lumps of rock. Beijing’s 
declaration that it will not abide by a UN 
resolution on the matter is notable. The 
same Stalinist regime has criminally con-
tributed its own armed forces for several 
“peacekeeping” operations conducted by 
the UN on the imperialists’ behalf far 
from its own shores.

In seeking to tighten the military vise 
on China, Washington has resumed aid to 
special forces in Indonesia, restored dip-
lomatic relations with Myanmar (Burma) 
and stationed marines in Darwin, Austra-
lia. The capitalist regime in South Korea 
is building a new naval base for 20 war-
ships, ostensibly to protect shipping lanes 
in the East China Sea for its exports. 
Behind South Korea’s rulers stands a 
U.S. military presence that dates back to 
the 1950-53 Korean War. To maintain the 
28,500 U.S. troops stationed there today, 
the American military has launched an 
$11 billion project to modernize its aging 
bases, described by U.S. officials as the 
biggest military construction effort since 
the digging of the Panama Canal.

Taiwan, which sent C-130 military 
transports into the Philippines after the 
typhoon, has recently received dozens of 
patrol aircraft and Apache helicopters from 
the U.S. Ruled by the Chinese bourgeoisie 
who fled the 1949 Revolution, Taiwan has 
been viewed by Washington as an “unsink-
able aircraft carrier” for use against “Red 

China” ever since 1950, when the U.S. 
Seventh Fleet occupied the waters between 
Taiwan and the Chinese mainland. Coun-
terposed to the CCP’s program of uniting 
with Taiwan on the basis of “one country, 
two systems”—i.e., maintaining Taiwan’s 
capitalist property relations—Trotsky-
ists call for revolutionary reunification 
through proletarian political revolution on 
the mainland to oust the CCP bureaucracy 
and social revolution on the island.

China and the  
Capitalist World Economy

For Marxists, the increased devel-
opment of Chinese military capacity, 
including nuclear capacity, is a welcome 
development. This has been achieved 
in part while U.S. forces were bogged 
down in the bloody occupations of Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Although the Septem-
ber 11 terror attacks diverted the U.S.’s 
attention to Afghanistan and Iraq, the 
concocted “war on terror” also served to 
strengthen the imperialists’ military arc 
around China, with military bases placed 
in Central Asia and military agreements 
struck with neighboring countries. Chi-
na’s Stalinist leaders undercut defense 
of the workers state by endorsing the 
“anti-terror” campaign.

As one of the largest holders of U.S. 
government debt, Beijing has also helped to 
finance the arms buildup directed against 
China. While this financial relationship 
induces a certain delicacy in Washington’s 
posture toward the Chinese leadership, the 
flare-ups over the East and South China 
Seas show that it by no means secures the 
workers state from imperialist maneuver-
ing and military aggression. The Bei-
jing Stalinists’ perspective of offsetting 

imperialist hostility through diplomatic 
appeasement and greater trade ties is 
premised on the illusion that China can 
steadily develop economically and mil-
itarily within the framework of a world 
dominated by imperialism. In that effort, 
Xi Jinping discussed with Biden continu-
ing economic sanctions and military pres-
sure to halt North Korea’s nuclear weap-
ons program. The result of such betrayal 
would be both the further weakening of 
that deformed workers state and the tight-
ening of the imperialist squeeze on China.

To counteract Beijing’s growing eco-
nomic and diplomatic clout, the U.S. has 
been pursuing trade deals in the region 
to exclude China and secure markets for 
its own industries. The U.S.-Korea Free 
Trade Agreement, which went into effect 
in March 2012, is one of more than 20 
such pacts in existence. The proposed 
Trans-Pacific Partnership, which the U.S. 
is currently negotiating with numerous 
countries on the Pacific Rim, including 
Japan and Australia, excludes China. In 
the course of the current anti-China furor, 
South Korea has declared its intention to 
sign up.

With the global market dominated by 
the advanced capitalist powers, there is 
no way for China or the other deformed 
workers states to develop socialism or to 
secure lasting peace. Achieving socialism 
is contingent on material abundance. This 
goal requires the revolutionary seizure of 
power by the proletariat on an interna-
tional scale, crucially within advanced 
capitalist countries such as the U.S. and 
Japan. Such a perspective guided the Bol-
sheviks, who led the October 1917 Rus-
sian Revolution.

In The Revolution Betrayed (1936), his 

classic analysis of the degeneration of 
the Soviet Union under Stalin, Trotsky 
noted both the advantages of a collectiv-
ized economy in mobilizing industry for 
military defense and the limitations that 
sprang from the isolation of the workers 
state. He wrote:

“Who shall prevail—not only as a mili-
tary, but still more as an economic ques-
tion—confronts the Soviet Union on a 
world scale. Military intervention is a 
danger. The intervention of cheap com-
modities in the baggage trains of capital-
ist armies would be incomparably more 
dangerous.”

Ultimately, either the combative Chinese 
proletariat will overthrow the bureauc-
racy and establish a regime based on rev-
olutionary internationalism and workers 
democracy, or the bureaucracy will open 
the way for the destruction of the workers 
state, as it did in the former Soviet Union. 
Counterrevolution in the USSR brought 
nothing but disaster for working people: life 
expectancy plummeted as millions were 
thrown into dire poverty and previously 
guaranteed jobs and services disappeared. 
Meanwhile, Russia became the land of a 
few mega-rich oligarchs who plundered the 
country’s formerly collectivized economy. 

Key to defending and extending the 
gains of the Chinese Revolution is the 
fight against the imperialist rulers in 
their own homelands. Together with our 
comrades in Japan, the Spartacist League/
U.S. stands for smashing the counterrev-
olutionary alliance be  tween Japanese and 
U.S. imperialism through workers revolu-
tion on both sides of the Pacific. Victory 
for the working people in these struggles 
requires the forging of Leninist- Trotskyist 
parties as sections of a revolutionary 
international. n

26 November). When the housing market 
crashed, sparking the recession, mortgage 
foreclosures swept the nation, causing ten 
million largely working-class families to 
lose their homes. Today, an additional 
2.3 million are at risk. One measure of 
the spread of homelessness over the last 
five years is the 72 percent nationwide 
increase in the public school enrollment 
of children without a residence. Fully one 
in five children in the U.S. lives in poverty.

Two Democratic Party city councilmen 
in Los Angeles are plumbing the depths 
of official abuse by proposing a ban on 
publicly feeding the homeless, a measure 
already enacted or under consideration 
in over 30 cities, including Philadelphia, 
Seattle and Orlando. Earlier this year, L.A. 
had sought legal sanction for its police 
force to seize and destroy the scant per-
sonal belongings of those on skid row. In 
many black-majority cities like Baltimore 
and Detroit, where poverty and homeless-
ness abound, authorities are demolishing 
neighborhoods or letting them burn rather 
than invest in maintaining and restoring 
housing stock.

The devastation of bankrupt Detroit is 
a testament to the brutal workings of cap-
italism, as the auto giants first recruited 
labor, including many black workers, to 
toil on the assembly line only to then toss 
them on the scrap heap when the plants 
were no longer as profitable. Widely 
hailed for having “saved” the Big Three 
by shower ing tens of billions on the auto 
bosses (not to mention trillions on the 
banks), the Wall Street Democrat Obama 
again has turned his back on the desper-
ate black masses amid the city’s bank-
ruptcy proceedings. Following the recent 
court ruling that gave the green light to 
wiping out city workers’ pensions, other 
government bodies are lining up to do the 
same. Two days after the ruling, Illinois 
Democratic governor Pat Quinn signed a 
bill that stripped away retirement bene-
fits from hundreds of thousands of teach-
ers, nurses and other workers. While the 
ax-wielders scream about “underfunded” 
and “mismanaged” pension benefits, Wall 
Street has for years been looting retire-
ment funds. The message from the bosses 
is clear enough: work hard, starve and die.

The inability of the richest imperialist 
power on the planet to provide the necessi-
ties of life to the producers of its incredible 
wealth is a searing indictment of the sys-
tem of production for profit. This country 
has the resources to provide well-paying 
jobs, healthy diets and quality medical 
care, housing and education for every-
one who lives here. But to provide these 
necessities requires that the rule of the 
rapacious capitalist class be overthrown 
by a proletarian socialist revolution.

“Let Them Eat Cake”
The modern food stamp program has 

its roots in Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New 
Deal. Enacted following U.S. capitalism’s 
most serious crash in 1929, the New Deal 
served to stave off the growing radical-
ization and militant labor struggles of the 
1930s. The precursor to SNAP was intro-

duced in the 1933 Agricultural Adjust-
ment Act (AAA), the first farm bill. 
Although farming has undergone a great 
transformation in the U.S. from the time 
of the Great Depression with the virtual 
disappearance of family farms, the main 
purpose of the farm bill has remained 
unchanged: maintaining high prices for 
agricultural products. 

Under the AAA, the government paid 
farmers to not grow food on a percentage 

of their land and purchased “excess” crops. 
The government to this day heavily sub-
sidizes grains, oilseeds, cotton, sugar and 
dairy products. The money for these sub-
sidies has always far outstripped the sums 
dedicated to providing food for the poor.

In the AAA’s first year, ten million acres 
of cotton were destroyed, six million pigs 
were killed and vast amounts of milk were 
poured down the sewers in an attempt to 
stabilize the market. That the bourgeoi-
sie would pursue these measures at the 
height of a worldwide depression speaks 
volumes to the irrationality of capitalist 
production. At a time when many Ameri-
can children were suffering from diseases 
caused by malnutrition, food stamps and 
soon thereafter the school lunch program 
represented a more politically expedient 
means of disposing of “excess” supply.

The impact of the AAA was especially 

pernicious in the rural South, where share-
cropping and tenancy formed the labor 
backbone of agriculture. In lieu of wages, 
the sharecropper worked for a portion of 
the cash crop as well as a food allowance 
and other necessities. The tenant farmer 
paid a share of the crop as rent on the land 
worked. Government subsidies induced 
white landlords not to farm, which left 
black tenants and sharecroppers to starve. 
Countless poor black and white families 

were driven off the land and into extreme 
misery as a result of the New Deal of the 
Democrats.

In later decades, farm bills would help 
catapult U.S. agribusiness into becoming 
the dominant global food supplier. Massive 
government assistance to farm interests and 
its enormous grain reserves were deployed 
to manipulate the world grain market and 
put the competition out of business. Food 
production in neocolonial countries was 
upended, as a wide swath of the world 
became almost wholly dependent on U.S. 
agricultural imports. The persistence of 
starvation as a condition of a large portion 
of humanity makes clear that under capi-
talism food is distributed not according to 
need but according to the ability to pay.

Meanwhile, farm subsidies have padded 
the accounts of a number of billionaires, 
among them Charles Schwab and David 
Rockefeller Sr. Ken Cook, head of the 
watchdog Environmental Working Group, 
noted in A Place at the Table (2013): “Tax-
payers shelled out more than a quarter of 
a trillion dollars for various federal farm 
subsidies between 1995 and 2010. But to 
characterize this staggering sum as a big 
government bailout or welfare would be 
manifestly unfair—to bailouts and wel-
fare.” He adds: “To be clear, the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture has cracked down on 
one nagging problem with absentee owners 
in recent years: the USDA assures Con-
gress that almost none of the subsidies paid 
to dead farmers are improper.”

In contrast, fruits and vegetables for the 
living are often hard to come by. Not a sin-
gle supermarket dots the eight-square-mile 
landscape of the black neighborhood of West 
Oakland, California, home to over 30,000 
people. Such considerations do not register 
for moralizing bourgeois spokesmen who 
blame malnutrition and obesity among the 
poor on “lifestyle choices.” To much fan-
fare, in 2010 the Obama administration 
pushed through the “Healthy,  Hunger-Free 
Kids Act,” supposedly to improve the qual-
ity of food in school lunches. Not only was 
this meas ure stripped of any meaningful 
funding; the money spent on it was taken 
directly out of SNAP.

The original food stamp program and 
its revival in 1964 by President Lyndon 
B. Johnson as part of his “Great Soci-
ety” offerings were sops in response to 
social upheaval. Today, with the dearth 

continued on page 8

Food Stamps...
(continued from page 1)
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New York City, November 2013: A homeless man sleeps under a 5th Avenue 
store’s holiday display.
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of class struggle, the capitalists are con-
tent to just cast aside those who cannot be 
put to work. The current House farm bill 
includes a 20-hour weekly work require-
ment for receipt of food stamps. Repub-
lican majority leader Eric Cantor drew a 
straight line between this proposal and 
the welfare “reform” of the 1990s—the 
attacks under Democratic president Clin-
ton that “ended welfare as we know it” 
and introduced workfare. That scheme 
forced people to take jobs, often substi-
tuting for unionized workers, to get their 
welfare checks. What is needed is a fight 
to organize workfare recipients into the  
unions as part of broader struggle in the 
interests of the working and poor masses.

A major force among today’s Republi-
cans is the neo-Confederates of the Tea 
Party. These racist yahoos are part of a long 
tradition of bourgeois demagogues railing 
to ax social programs portrayed as a redis-
tribution of income from hard-working folks 
to “undeserving” blacks and immigrants. 
More than a few Tea Party supporters have 
expressed a willingness to forego such ben-
efits themselves to spite the black masses. 
The black population, which constitutes an 
oppressed race-color caste overwhelmingly 
segregated at the bottom of this society, 
would be hard hit by the shredding of what 
remains of the social safety net. 

Expropriate the Expropriators!
The prolonged wage squeeze has 

sparked some fightback from working 

people. On Black Friday, protesters gath-
ered at 1,500 Wal-Mart stores to demand 
at least $25,000 annually for full-time 
employees. Some 110 people were ar -
rested nationwide. The week after the 
OUR Wal-Mart protests, workers at fast-
food outlets across the country held brief 
walkouts to rally for higher wages. Most 
 minimum-wage workers are employed in 
retail or food service. As one measure of 
how paltry wages have become, a Congres-
sional report in May estimated that a sin-
gle 300-employee Wal-Mart Supercenter 
costs anywhere from $904,542 to nearly 

$1.75 million per year in supplemental 
government assistance for the workforce.

A major backer of the “Fight for 15” 
campaign, which seeks a doubling of the 
federal minimum wage to $15 an hour, is 
the Service Employees International Union 
(SEIU). Although Fight for 15 has attracted 
combative workers, for the SEIU tops it 
is a public relations ploy to leverage the 
Democratic Party into supporting a slight 
minimum wage increase. For decades, 
the labor movement has been stifled by a 
leadership that ties workers to the capitalist 
system, largely through preaching reliance 
on the Democratic Party. This strategy has 
provided less cover than an umbrella with 
holes for the anti-union onslaught on the 
working class.

Take the 2009 bailout of the auto indus-
try orchestrated by Obama. It was all about 
making the members of the once mighty 
United Auto Workers (UAW) “work for less” 
—or not at all—to restore the profitability 
of the companies. With the complicity of 
the class-collaborationist UAW bureaucrats, 
it did just that. Today the starting wage at a 
General Motors plant is $16 an hour, far less 
than it had been, helping fuel wage-gouging 
throughout the economy. 

Any increase in the minimum wage 
is long overdue. Obama and his Labor 
Secretary, Thomas Perez, have made 
noises in favor of $10 an hour, safe in the 
knowledge that the measure will never 
get through Congress. Some states and 

local jurisdictions have recently voted to 
increase the minimum wage in order to 
get more money circulating in area econ-
omies. But these increases and the others 
being proposed are a pittance compared 
to the actual needs of working people.

Any significant gains will be won not 
by making alliances with the Democrats 
but by class-struggle mobilizations of the 
multiracial working class, particularly at 
relative union strongholds in industry and 
along the cargo chain supplying the retail-
ers and fast-food businesses. This road 
also is the one that can organize these 
workers into the unions as part of revital-
izing a long-weakened labor movement.

America’s capitalist rulers presume that 
they can just starve the poor, kill off retir-
ees and further impoverish working peo-
ple and the oppressed without repercus-
sions. This calculation, which owes much 
to the role of the trade-union bureauc-
racy in suppressing labor struggle, is an 
expression of ruling-class arrogance. The 
grinding down of the working masses cre-
ates conditions that can and will boil over 
into open battle with the class enemy. It is 
vital that workers break the chains forged 
by the trade-union misleaders that shackle 
labor to its exploiters. 

To actually resolve hunger, homeless-
ness and unemployment and overcome 
the crushing oppression of the black pop-
ulation will take far more than a fight 
for better wages. In Capital (Volume I), 
Karl Marx explained that the immisera-
tion of the laboring masses, as well as the 
ever-increasing concentration of produc-
tion, are inherent to the capitalist system:

“Along with the constantly diminishing 
number of the magnates of capital, who 
usurp and monopolise all advantages of 
this process of transformation, grows the 
mass of misery, oppression, slavery, deg-
radation, exploitation; but with this too 
grows the revolt of the working-class, a 
class always increasing in numbers, and 
disciplined, united, organised by the 
very mechanism of the process of capi-
talist production itself. The monopoly of 
capital becomes a fetter upon the mode 
of production, which has sprung up and 
flourished along with, and under it. Cen-
tralisation of the means of production 
and socialisation of labour at last reach 
a point where they become incompatible 
with their capitalist integument. This 
integument is burst asunder. The knell of 
capitalist private property sounds. The 
expropriators are expropriated.”

To realize the expropriation of the expro-
priators requires the forging of a revolu-
tionary party to lead the proletariat in the 
fight for working-class rule. n

Food Stamps...
(continued from page 7)

do, would only make the sacrifice of the 
prisoners doubly certain.

The problem consists primarily in the 
mobilization of the white workers for the 
fight. In our opinion it is incorrect to view 
the Scottsboro case as a “Negro issue”; 
it is wrong to direct the main agitation 
toward the Negro people and concrete the 
organization work around them, including 
their churches and lodges. Such a tactic 
will not be able to arouse a movement of 
the necessary breadth and power. And, 
moreover, it will fail even to make the 
desired impression on the Negro people.

There is no doubt that the Negro masses 
burn with indignation at the Scottsboro 
outrage and suffer their own thousand-fold 
wrongs again in sympathy with the pris-
oners. But along with that they cannot 
help being conscious of their position as a 
hopeless racial minority. What they need 
to inspire them for struggle is the prospect, 
or at least the hope, of victory. Direct agi-
tation alone will never suffice for this. The 
sight of a significant movement of white 
workers fighting on their side is the agita-
tor that will really move the Negroes and 
make them accessible to the Communist 
organizers of that movement.

The central problem of the Scottsboro 
defense movement is the organization of 
the white workers for the fight. Once a 
good start is made along this line, the 
enlistment of huge Negro contingents in 

the common struggle will be a compar-
atively simple matter. In this question, 
as in every important undertaking in the 
class struggle, the trade union movement 
exhibits its decisive importance. The trade 
unions ought to be alive at this moment 
with Communist agitation on the Scotts-
boro case. Here is an unexampled oppor-
tunity to explain to the organized workers 
the necessity of solidarity with their black 
brothers, and to dramatize the argument 
with the monstrous story of Scottsboro.

Assuming a Communist Party that 
knows how to work in the trade unions, 
a big response can be expected from this 

agitation. The sympathies of the organized 
workers can be quickly crystallized into 
a network of conferences. The movement 
of the unions in this direction will give 
a tremendous impetus to the propaganda 
among the Negroes; they will join in the 
movement with enthusiasm and hope. The 
concrete demonstrations of white and 
Negro solidarity, ominously foreshadow-
ing their coming union in the revolution, 
will impress the judicial hirelings more 
than a thousand lawyers’ briefs; will make 
them pause and weigh the possible con-
sequences of their murders. The Com-
munists, as the organizers and leaders of 

the unprecedented demonstration, as the 
loyal and capable champions of the most 
oppressed and persecuted, will gain an 
enormous prestige.

In such a perspective there is nothing 
fantastic. It assumes merely an active 
Communist Party which understands the 
essence of the Negro question, which 
applies the tactic of the united front, 
and has not isolated itself from the trade 
union movement. Even in the present sit-
uation the deficiencies can be made up 
by a timely correction of policy. The best 
way to serve the Scottsboro case is to 
press for this. n

Scottsboro...
(continued from page 3)
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Capitalist Surveillance State: Everyone’s a 
Target, #1026, 14 June (1, 2, 10)

Asylum Now for Edward Snowden!, #1027, 
12 July (3)

• Cases—And see Abu-Jamal, Mumia; City 
University of New York; Obituaries; Partisan 
Defense Committee; Sexuality; Transit Workers.
San Francisco Cop Vendetta Against 

Protesters—Defend the ACAC 19! Drop All 
Charges Now!, #1015, 11 Jan. (2, 11)

AIM Leader Leonard Peltier: 37 Years in Prison 
Hell, #1023, 3 May (4)

Chicago: Defend the NATO 3! (CSDN), #1023, 
3 May (5)

FBI’s Racist “Anti-Terror” Vendetta Against 
Assata Shakur, #1024, 17 May (12, 9)

• Manning, Chelsea (formerly Bradley)—And 
see Gay Rights. See also U.S.: International 
Relations.
New York Times Disappears Bradley Manning, 

#1018, 22 Feb. (10)

Exposed U.S. Imperialist Crimes—Hail Bradley 
Manning! Free Him Now!, #1019, 8 Mar. (1, 2)

Truth-Teller on Trial: Free Bradley Manning!, 
#1026, 14 June (12, 8, 9)

Convicted for Revealing Crimes of U.S. 
Imperialism, #1028, 9 Aug. (16, 12, 13)

Donate to Bradley Manning’s Legal Defense!, 
#1028, 9 Aug. (13)

Sentenced to 35 Years—Free Chelsea Manning! 
(CSDN), #1029, 6 Sept. (2)

• Stewart, Lynne—See Abu-Jamal: Message 
from Prison. See also Partisan Defense 
Committee.
Lynne Stewart’s Life in Danger, #1017, 8 Feb. (3)

Appeal by Husband of Imprisoned Leftist 
Lawyer: Lynne Stewart Critically Ill—Free Her 
Now!, #1020, 22 Mar. (12, 10)

14,000 Demand: Free Lynne Stewart Now! 
(CSDN), #1024, 17 May (5)

Sadistic Feds Deny Lynne Stewart Release 
(CSDN), #1027, 12 July (2)

Medical Release Denied (CSDN), #1029, 
6 Sept. (2)

• Tinley Park 5—And see also Partisan Defense 
Committee.
Chicago: Freedom Now for Tinley Park 5!, #1018, 

22 Feb. (5)

Free Tinley Park Anti-Fascists! (CSDN), #1023, 
3 May (5)

New Address for Tinley Park Activist, #1026, 
14 June (8)

Civil Rights Movement—See Black Question.

CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION, U.S.—
And see Quote of the Week. See also Black 
Question; Gun Control.
Civil War, Not Compromise, Smashed Slavery— 

Lincoln, A Review by Jacob Zorn (R), #1015, 
11 Jan. (4, 5, 7)

“Emancipation Proclaimed,” by Frederick 
Douglass, October 1862, #1015, 11 Jan. (5, 6)

150 Years Since the Emancipation 
Proclamation—Finish the Civil War! (S) 
Part One, #1021, 5 Apr. (6, 7, 8, 9) 
Part Two, #1022, 19 Apr. (6, 7, 8, 9)

On Andrew Johnson (L), #1024, 17 May (3)

Colonialism—See Egypt; India; Mali; Mexico; 
Pakistan; Quote of the Week. See also Italy.

Communist International—See Black Question; 
Quote of the Week. See also Britain.

Communist Party (U.S.)—See Black Question.

Constitution, U.S.—See Gun Control.

Contraception—See Woman Question.

CYPRUS
Imperialist Bankers Strangle Cyprus, #1022, 

19 Apr. (1, 10, 11)

De Blasio, Bill—See New York City.

Death Penalty—See Bolshevik Tendency (BT); 
Rosenberg, Julius and Ethel.

Detroit—See Black Question. See also Labor.

Douglass, Frederick—See Civil War and 
Reconstruction, U.S.

Drugs—See Canada. See also New York City.

Economy—See Cyprus; Environmentalism; Italy. 
See also Greece.

“Eco-Socialism”—See Environmentalism.

EDUCATION—And see Black Question; School 
Bus Drivers. See also City University of New 
York; Mexico; Spartacus Youth Clubs.
Budget Slashers Attack City College of San 

Francisco (YSp), #1023, 3 May (3, 9) 

EGYPT—And see also Turkey.
Cliffites Disappear Their Support to Egypt’s 

Morsi, #1017, 8 Feb. (3, 11) 

Egypt Coup: Blood-Soaked Military Ousts 
Reactionary Morsi, #1027, 12 July (1, 7) 

For Women’s Liberation Through Socialist 
Revolution! (W&R) (S) 
Part One: The Legacy of Colonial Subjugation, 
#1027, 12 July (4, 5, 6, 7) 
Part Two: The Bankruptcy of Bourgeois 
Nationalism, #1028, 9 Aug. (8, 9, 10) 
Part Three: The Rise of Religious Reaction, 
#1029, 6 Sept. (8, 9, 10)

How Egyptian Cliffites Covered for Military Coup, 
#1031, 4 Oct. (3, 11) 

El Salvador—See U.S.: International Relations.

Elder Care—See Health Care; Mine Workers.

Emancipation Proclamation—See Civil War and 
Reconstruction, U.S.

Energy—See Environmentalism.

Engels, Friedrich—See Quote of the Week. See 
also Canada; Environmentalism; Gun Control; 
Mexico; South Africa.

ENVIRONMENTALISM—And see Canada.
John Bellamy Foster & Co.: “Ecosocialism” 

Against Marxism (S) 
Part One, #1032, 18 Oct. (6, 7, 8) 
Part Two, #1033, 1 Nov. (5, 6, 7, 8)

Europe/European Union (EU)—See Cyprus; 
France; Greece; Italy. See also Health Care; 
Syria; Turkey.

Fascism—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; Civil Liberties: Tinley Park 5 Case; 
France; Greece; Obituaries; Poland; Quote of 
the Week; Zionism.

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)—See Civil 
Liberties: Cases. See also Civil Liberties: 
General; MOVE Massacre.

Florida—See Black Question; Gay Rights.

Food Stamps—See U.S.: General.

Foster, John Bellamy—See Environmentalism.

Fourth International—See Quote of the Week.

Fraina, Louis—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement.

FRANCE—And see Britain; Kurdish Question; 
Mali; Vietnam.
Uproar Over Same-Sex Marriage (Le Bolchévik), 

#1020, 22 Mar. (8, 9, 10)

Fake Trotskyists Support Firing of Veiled Women 
(Le Bolchévik), #1025, 31 May (6, 7, 8)

Paris: Fascist Gang Kills Leftist Youth—For 
Labor/Immigrant Mobilizations to Crush the 
Fascists!, #1026, 14 June (3, 7) 

European Gypsies Under Siege—French 
Government Crackdown on Roma, 
Immigrants, #1035, 25 Nov. (12, 8, 9)

FREEDOM ROAD SOCIALIST
ORGANIZATION (FRSO)—And see also City 

University of New York.
Curiouser and Curiouser (YSp) (E), #1018, 

22 Feb. (7)

GAY RIGHTS—And see France. See also 
Revolutionary Communist Party; Sexuality.
Outrage Over Anti-Gay Killing in Greenwich 

Village, #1025, 31 May (12, 11)

Drop the Charges Against Gay Florida Teen! 
(YSp), #1025, 31 May (9)

SF Pride Board Salutes U.S. Imperialism, Spits 
on Manning, #1026, 14 June (12, 10)

GERMANY—And see Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; Britain. See also Obituaries; U.S.: 
International Relations; Zionism.
German Trotskyists Say: No to Stalinophobic 

Bloc at “3 L’s” Demo (Spartakist), #1017, 
8 Feb. (6, 7)

Giap, General Vo Nguyen—See Vietnam.

Global Warming—See Environmentalism.

Golden Dawn—See Greece.

Gray, Kimani—See New York City.

GREECE—And see Cyprus. See also France.
Greek Workers Battle Austerity, State Repression 

(Spartakist), #1017, 8 Feb. (12, 8, 9, 10)*

Greek Workers… (C), #1030, 20 Sept. (3)

Greek Left, Immigrants in Fascists’ Crosshairs, 
#1030, 20 Sept. (2)

Mass Outrage over Fascist Attacks—For a 
Workers United Front to Stop Golden Dawn, 
#1032, 18 Oct. (1, 9, 10)

GUANTÁNAMO—And see Abu-Jamal: Message 
from Prison; U.S.: International Relations.
Guantánamo Hunger Strike: Free the Detainees 

Now!, #1022, 19 Apr. (1, 3)

GUATEMALA
Reagan’s Guatemalan Death Squad Dictator Ríos 

Montt: Mass Murderer, #1026, 14 June (5, 11) 

GUN CONTROL—And see Britain. See also 
Black Question.
After Newtown Massacre: Bourgeois Hypocrisy 

and Gun Control Schemes, #1015, 11 Jan. (1, 9)

Revolution and the Right to Bear Arms: The 
Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
[Spartacist No. 43-44, Summer 1989 
(Excerpts)], #1015, 11 Jan. (8, 9, 10)

Gun Rights and Shays’ Rebellion (L), #1021, 
5 Apr. (2, 3) 

Gypsies—See France.

Hartley, Nina—See Revolutionary Communist 
Party.

HEALTH CARE—And see Britain; China; Mine 
Workers; New York City; Quote of the Week; 
U.S.: General. See also South Africa.
U.S. Health Care and the Elderly: Capitalist 

Cruelty, #1019, 8 Mar. (1, 4, 5)

Obamacare Puts Squeeze on Working People: 
For Socialized Medicine—Quality Health Care 
for All!, #1035, 29 Nov. (1, 7, 8)

History of the Marxist Movement—See Black 
Question; Britain; Canada; Mexico.

Holocaust—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; Zionism. See also Obituaries.

Hurricane Katrina—See New Orleans.

IMMIGRATION—And see Britain; Canada; 
France; Greece; Italy; South Africa. See also 
Longshoremen.
Full Citizenship Rights for All Immigrants!, #1018, 

22 Feb. (1, 11)

Immigration “Reform”: Ramping Up Border 
Crackdown, Guest Worker Servitude, #1033, 
1 Nov. (1, 11)

Imperialism—See Cyprus; Guatemala; India; 
Pakistan; Quote of the Week; Vietnam.  
See also Mexico; Syria.

INDIA—And see Pakistan. See also Bangladesh.
Deadly Rape Sparks Mass Protests, #1017, 

8 Feb. (1, 2, 7)

Clarification [Deadly Rape…], #1020, 22 Mar. (2)

On Caste and Women’s Oppression in India (L), 
#1022, 19 Apr. (2) 

International Communist League—See Britain; 
Germany; Greece; Italy; Kurdish Question; 
Mali; Soviet Union. See also France; 
Obituaries.

International Longshore and Warehouse Union 
(ILWU)—See Longshoremen. See also 
Oakland.

International Longshoremen’s Association (ILA)—
See Longshoremen.

International Socialist Organization—See Egypt. 
See also Black Question; Environmentalism; 
Gun Control; Immigration; New York City; 
North Korea; Oakland; Sexuality; Spartacus 
Youth Clubs; Workplace Safety.

INTERNATIONALIST GROUP (IG)—And see 
also City University of New York.
IG Chokes on Defense of Mexican Teachers 

Union, #1025, 31 May (4, 5)

IG Brief for Anti-Union Drive in Mexico, #1028, 
9 Aug. (6, 7)

IRAN—And see Syria. See also Egypt.
U.S. Ramps Up Killer Sanctions Against Iran, 

#1016, 25 Jan. (1, 8, 9)

IRELAND—And see also France.
Ireland’s New Law: Still No Abortion Rights 

(Workers Hammer), #1032, 18 Oct. (3, 5)

Islamic Fundamentalism—See Bangladesh; 
Egypt; France; Pakistan; Turkey. See also Iran; 
Mali; Syria.

ISRAEL/PALESTINE—And see Campus 
Repression; Zionism. See also Egypt; Iran; 
Syria.
Obama in Israel: Stomping on the Palestinians, 

#1021, 5 Apr. (1, 10)

ITALY
Italian Elections: Austerity, Populism and 

 Anti-Worker Attacks, #1024, 17 May (6, 7, 8)

Mass Drowning of Refugees in Mediterranean, 
#1034, 15 Nov. (12, 10, 11)

Subject Index...
(continued from page 12)



10 WORKERS VANGUARD

JAPAN—And see China.
Japanese Imperialism Steps Up Threats Against 

North Korea, China, #1020, 22 Mar. (3, 4, 5)

Japanese Communist Party—See Japan.

JERSEY CITY, N.J.
Yuppie Mayor Bad News for Black Youth, Labor, 

#1032, 18 Oct. (11)

Jewish Question—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; Poland; Zionism.

Johnson, Andrew—See Civil War and 
Reconstruction, U.S.

King Jr., Martin Luther—See Black Question.

KKE (Greek Communist Party)—See Greece. See 
also Cyprus.

Koch, Ed—See New York City.

Korean War—See North Korea.

KURDISH QUESTION—And see Turkey.
ICL Letter of Condolence to PKK, #1016, 

25 Jan. (2)

Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK)—See Kurdish 
Question. See also Turkey.

LABOR—And see Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; Immigration; Internationalist 
Group; Longshoremen; Quote of the Week; 
U.S.: General. See also Postal Workers; 
School Bus Drivers.
Michigan Passes Union Busting “Right to Work” 

Law, #1015, 11 Jan. (12, 11)

Wal-Mart: Labor Bureaucracy’s Non-Organizing 
Drive, #1021, 5 Apr. (3, 4)

Lenin, V. I.—See Quote of the Week. See also 
Cyprus; Germany; South Africa.

Let the Fire Burn—See MOVE Massacre.

Lincoln—See Civil War and Reconstruction, U.S.

Lincoln, Abraham—See Civil War and 
Reconstruction, U.S.

LONGSHOREMEN—And see also Oakland.
Longshore Unions Under the Gun, #1015, 

11 Jan. (3, 11)

Union Busting Grain Bosses Up Ante Against 
ILWU, #1019, 8 Mar. (3, 9)

ILWU Splits from AFL-CIO, #1030, 20 Sept. 
(12, 11)

Baltimore ILA Tops Bow to Arbitrator, End Strike, 
#1033, 1 Nov. (3, 10)

LOS ANGELES—And see Oakland; Transit 
Workers.
USC: Riot Cops Raid Black Student Party, 

#1024, 17 May (12, 9)

Lutte Ouvrière—See France.

Luxemburg, Rosa—See Quote of the Week. 
See also Germany.

Malcolm X—See Black Question.

MALI
Imperialist Troops Out of Mali Now!, #1016, 

25 Jan. (1, 2, 10)

Manning, Chelsea (formerly Bradley)—See Civil 
Liberties: Manning Case; Gay Rights. See also 
U.S.: International Relations.

Manning, Tom—See Civil Liberties: Stewart Case.

Maoism—See China; Environmentalism. See also 
Revolutionary Communist Party.

Martin, Trayvon—See Black Question.

Marx, Karl—See Environmentalism; Mexico. See 
also Canada; Civil War and Reconstruction, U.S.

Maximilian I—See Mexico.

McClellan, George—See Civil War and 
Reconstruction, U.S.

McKay, Claude—See Black Question; Britain.

MEXICO—And see Internationalist Group.
On Marx, Maximilian and Mexico (L), #1015, 

11 Jan. (2, 7)

“Pact for Mexico”: War on Workers, Poor 
(Espartaco), #1019, 8 Mar. (12, 10, 11)

Hands Off Mexican Teachers Union!, #1019,  
8 Mar. (12, 11)

Mexico City: Brutal Crackdown on Teachers 
Struggle, #1030, 20 Sept. (12, 6)

Mexican Government Drives to Privatize Oil 
(Espartaco), #1032, 18 Oct. (4, 5)

Michigan—See Labor.

MINE WORKERS
More Capitalist Cruelty: Companies Looting 

Retired Miners’ Benefits (E), #1020, 22 Mar. (2)

Morgentaler, Dr. Henry—See Obituaries.

MOVE MASSACRE
Remember the MOVE Massacre, #1025,  

31 May (3)

Let the Fire Burn: A Powerful Documentary on 
the 1985 Bombing of MOVE, A Review by 
Conor Kristofersen (R), #1034, 15 Nov. (5, 6)

NAMBLA—See Sexuality. See also Revolutionary 
Communist Party.

Nasser, Gamal Abdel—See Egypt.

National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC)—
See Postal Workers.

National Security Agency (NSA)—See Civil 
Liberties: General; U.S.: International Relations.

NATIVE AMERICANS—And see Canada; Civil 
Liberties: Cases.

Wounded Knee Massacre Site Up for Sale, 
#1023, 3 May (4, 11)*

Wounded Knee… (C), #1024, 17 May (3)

NATO 3—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Nazism—See Archives of the Marxist Movement; 
Obituaries; Poland; Zionism. See also Greece.

Near East—See Egypt; Israel/Palestine; Syria. 
See also Turkey.

New Democratic Party (NDP)—See Canada.

NEW ORLEANS
Danziger Bridge Killer Cops Get New Trial, 

#1031, 4 Oct. (5)

New Wave Group (India)—See India.

NEW YORK CITY—And see Campus 
Repression; City University of New York; 
Gay Rights; Obituaries; School Bus Drivers; 
Spartacus Youth Clubs. See also Jersey City.

The Central Park Five and Racist Capitalist 
Injustice, #1017, 8 Feb. (4, 5)

Racist Koch Croaks, #1017, 8 Feb. (5)

Kimani Gray Killed in Cold Blood by NYPD, 
#1020, 22 Mar. (12, 10)

Stop-and-Frisk Trial and Bogus Police “Reform”, 
#1022, 19 Apr. (12, 9)

Stop and Frisk, War on Drugs—Liberal Illusions 
and Racist Law and Order, #1029, 6 Sept. (3)

Brooklyn Hospital Crisis—Union Jobs, Services 
for Poor Under the Ax, #1030, 20 Sept. (3, 7)

NYC Elections—De Blasio: Liberal Populist Face 
of Capitalist Politics, #1032, 18 Oct. (12, 10, 11)

New York Times—See Civil Liberties: Manning 
Case. See also Gun Control.

Newtown Massacre—See Gun Control.

Nicaragua—See U.S.: International Relations.

Night Witches—See Obituaries.

NORTH KOREA—And see Japan. 
Chinese Stalinists: Running Dogs for Imperialist 

Drive Against North Korea, #1020, 22 Mar. (5)

On the Korean War (L), #1025, 31 May (3)

Nuclear Weapons—See Iran; Rosenberg, Julius 
and Ethel.

OAKLAND —And see Transit Workers.

Oakland Cops: Racist Killers on the Loose, 
#1021, 5 Apr. (12, 11)

On Oakland, L.A. Cop Terror (L), #1028, 9 Aug. (2)

OBITUARIES —And see Britain; New York City; 
Vietnam.

In Memory of Barbara Sullivan (L), #1023, 
3 May (2)

An Appreciation of Tweet Carter (L), #1023, 
3 May (2)

Dr. Henry Morgentaler, 1923-2013: Heroic Fighter 
for Abortion Rights (Spartacist Canada), 
#1029, 6 Sept. (4, 5)

Soviet Woman Combat Pilot Fought Nazis—In 
Honor of Nadezhda Popova (YSp), #1029, 
6 Sept. (7)

Former Panther in Solitary for 41 Years—Herman 
Wallace, 1941-2013, #1032, 18 Oct. (2, 3)

Ohio 7—See Civil Liberties: Stewart Case.

PAKISTAN—And see also Bangladesh; U.S.: 
International Relations.
Imperialism, the Cold War and the Creation of 

Pakistan (Workers Hammer), #1016, 
25 Jan. (3, 9)

Palestinians—See Campus Repression; Israel/
Palestine; Zionism.

PARTISAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE—And see 
Abu-Jamal, Mumia; City University of New York; 
Civil Liberties: Cases, Manning Case, Stewart 
Case, Tinley Park 5 Case; U.S.: General.
Free the Class-War Prisoners! 28th Annual PDC 

Holiday Appeal, #1034, 15 Nov. (3, 4, 6)

Peltier, Leonard—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Permanent Revolution—See Egypt. See also 
South Africa.

Petraeus, David—See City University of New York.

Philadelphia—See MOVE Massacre. See also 
Abu-Jamal, Mumia.

POLAND—And see Archives of the Marxist 
Movement. See also Obituaries.
Anti-Semitic Provocation in Warsaw (Platforma 

Spartakusowców), #1019, 8 Mar. (9)

Police—See Civil Liberties: Cases; Los Angeles; 
New Orleans; New York City; Oakland; South 
Africa. See also Gay Rights.

Popova, Nadezhda—See Obituaries.

Population—See Quote of the Week.

Pornography—See Revolutionary Communist 
Party; Sexuality.

POSTAL WORKERS
Postal Workers Face Jobs Massacre, #1028, 

9 Aug. (3, 12)

Preis, Art—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; Zionism.

Preobrazhensky, Evgeny—See Quote of the Week.

PRISONS—And see Obituaries. See also Civil 
Liberties: Stewart Case.
Hunger Strike Against the Torture of Solitary—

California Prison Hell, #1029, 6 Sept. (12, 11)

Quebec—See Canada. See also Obituaries.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
For the Communism of Lenin, Liebknecht 

and Luxemburg! (Rosa Luxemburg), #1015, 
11 Jan. (2)

Neocolonial Slavery and World Socialist 
Revolution (Fourth International), #1016, 
25 Jan. (2)

The Early Communist Party and the Fight for 
Black Liberation (John Reed), #1017, 8 Feb. (2)

In Honor of International Women’s Day (August 
Bebel), #1019, 8 Mar. (2)

Lenin on Women’s Emancipation (V. I. Lenin), 
#1020, 22 Mar. (2)

Defending Labor Against Capitalist Assault 
(Socialist Workers Party), #1021, 5 Apr. (2)

Imperialism: Monopoly Capitalism (V. I. Lenin), 
#1022, 19 Apr. (2)

Proletarian Revolution: Answer to Capitalist 
Decay (Leon Trotsky), #1023, 3 May (2)

The Promise of a Socialist Society (Friedrich 
Engels), #1025, 31 May (2)

Truth as a Revolutionary Weapon (Leon Trotsky), 
#1026, 14 June (2)

U.S. Capitalism: Racist Divide-and-Rule (George 
Breitman), #1027, 12 July (2)

On Bourgeois Justice (Nikolai Bukharin and 
Evgeny Preobrazhensky), #1028, 9 Aug. (2)

Imperialism and War (James Burnham), #1029, 
6 Sept. (2)

Fascism and Capitalist Crisis (Leon Trotsky), 
#1030, 20 Sept. (2)

75th Anniversary of Founding of Fourth 
International (Leon Trotsky), #1031, 4 Oct. (2)

Medicine in U.S. Capitalist Society (James P. 
Cannon), #1035, 29 Nov. (2)

Religion and Capitalist Charity (V.I. Lenin), 
#1036, 13 Dec. (2)

Reconstruction—See Civil War and 
Reconstruction, U.S.; Quote of the Week.  
See also Black Question.

Reed, John—See Quote of the Week.

Religion—See Abortion; Bangladesh; Canada; 
Egypt; France; Pakistan; Quote of the Week; 
Syria.
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REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY
(RCP)—And see also Sexuality.

Church of Avakian Decrees: No Nudes Is Good 
Nudes (YSp), #1020, 22 Mar. (6, 7, 11)

Nina Hartley on RCP Puritanism (YSp) (L), 
#1020, 22 Mar. (6)

Revolutionary Internationalist Organization 
(Germany)—See Germany.

Revolutionary Socialists (Egypt)—See Egypt.

Revolutionary Student Coordinating Committee—
See City University of New York.

Ríos Montt, Efraín—See Guatemala.

Roe v. Wade—See Abortion.

ROSENBERG, JULIUS AND ETHEL
19 June 1953: The Cold War Execution of the 

Rosenbergs (Militant, 29 June 1953), #1026, 
14 June (6, 7)

ROTC—See City University of New York.

Rousseau, Jean-Jacques—See Environmentalism.

Russia—See Syria.

Russian Revolution—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; Quote of the Week. See also Egypt.

San Francisco—See Civil Liberties: Cases; 
Education; Gay Rights; Transit Workers.

SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS
Victory to NYC School Bus Workers Strike!, 

#1016, 25 Jan. (12, 11)

New York City: Union Tops Sell Out School Bus 
Strike, #1019, 8 Mar. (3, 8)

Boston Job Action: No Reprisals Against School 
Bus Drivers!, #1033, 1 Nov. (3)

Boston: Reinstate Fired School Bus Union 
Leaders!, #1035, 29 Nov. (3, 9)

SCIENCE—And see Canada; China; 
Environmentalism.
New Spartacist Pamphlet: In Defense of Science 

and Marxism, #1036, 13 Dec. (2)

Scotland—See Britain.

Scott, Dred—See Black Question.

Scottsboro Case—See Black Question.

Second Amendment—See Gun Control.

SEK (Socialist Workers Party, Greece)—See 
Greece.

Service Employees International Union (SEIU)—
See Transit Workers. See also Labor; New York 
City; Oakland.

SEXUALITY—And see Britain; Gay Rights; 
Revolutionary Communist Party.
Porn, NAMBLA and Bourgeois Moralism (L), 

#1027, 12 July (3)

State-Branded “Sex Offenders”: Pariahs for Life 
(W&R), #1030, 20 Sept. (4, 5, 6)

On Anti-Sex Witchhunts (L), #1035, 29 Nov. (3)

Shakur, Assata—See Civil Liberties: Cases. See 
also City University of New York.

Shays’ Rebellion—See Gun Control.

Slavery—See Civil War and Reconstruction, U.S. 
See also Gun Control.

Snowden, Edward—See Civil Liberties: General. 
See also Civil Liberties: Manning Case; U.S.: 
International Relations.

Socialist Workers Party (Britain)—See Egypt. See 
also Britain.

Socialist Workers Party (U.S.)—See Quote of the 
Week; Rosenberg, Julius and Ethel; Zionism. 
See also Archives of the Marxist Movement.

SOUTH AFRICA
Miners Strikes Shake Neo-Apartheid South Africa 

(YSp), #1016, 25 Jan. (4, 5, 6, 7, 8)

“Traditional Culture” vs. Fight for Women’s 
Liberation (YSp), #1016, 25 Jan. (6)

New Issue of Black History and the Class 
Struggle [Introduction to Black History and the 
Class Struggle No. 23, February 2013], #1019, 
8 Mar. (6, 7, 8)

Outrage Over Grisly Cop Killing of Mozambican, 
#1019, 8 Mar. (7)

Neo-Apartheid Police Terrorize Workers, 
Immigrants, Township Poor, #1022, 19 Apr. 
(4, 5, 9)

COSATU Labor Federation in Turmoil (Spartacist 
South Africa), #1030, 20 Sept. (8, 9, 10)

Traditional Courts Bill: Dire Threat to Women—
South African Government Promotes 
Reactionary Tribal Leaders (Spartacist South 
Africa) (W&R), #1031, 4 Oct. (6, 7, 8, 9)

South Korea —See China; North Korea. See also 
Japan.

SOVIET UNION—And see Obituaries; Pakistan; 
Rosenberg, Julius and Ethel. See also Britain; 
Civil Liberties: Manning Case; Egypt; France; 
Germany; Gun Control; Health Care; U.S.: 
International Relations; Zionism.
1991-92 Capitalist Counterrevolution—Why 

the Soviet Workers Did Not Rise Up, #1034, 
15 Nov. (2, 7)

Spartacist League/U.S.—See Black Question; 
Internationalist Group; Obituaries; U.S.: 
General; Workers Vanguard. See also Civil 
Liberties: Manning Case; MOVE Massacre; 
Vietnam.

SPARTACUS YOUTH CLUBS—And see City 
University of New York; Workers Vanguard. 
See also Education; Gay Rights.
SYC Speaker at NYC Holiday Appeal: Take 

a Side for a Socialist Future (YSp), #1016, 
25 Jan. (7)

Join the Spartacus Youth Clubs! (YSp), #1034,  
15 Nov. (9)

Stalinism—See China; North Korea; Soviet 
Union; Vietnam. See also Black Question; 
Egypt; Germany; Greece; Revolutionary 
Communist Party.

Stevens, Thaddeus—See Civil War and 
Reconstruction, U.S.

Stewart, Lynne—See Abu-Jamal: Message from 
Prison; Civil Liberties: Stewart Case. See also 
Partisan Defense Committee.

Sullivan, Barbara—See Obituaries.

Supreme Court, U.S.—See Black Question.

Surveillance—See Civil Liberties: General; U.S.: 
International Relations.

SYRIA—And see also Israel/Palestine.
Trip Wire for Regional Conflagration, #1025, 

31 May (1, 10, 11)

Obama Presses for Missile Strikes—No to 
Imperialist Attack Against Syria!, #1029, 
6 Sept. (1, 10)

Imperialists Put Off Strike on Syria, For Now, 
#1030, 20 Sept. (1, 7)

Texas—See Workplace Safety. See also U.S.: 
General.

Thatcher, Margaret—See Britain.

Thirteenth Amendment—See Civil War and 
Reconstruction, U.S.

Tiller, Dr. George—See Abortion.

Tinley Park 5—See Civil Liberties: Tinley Park 5 
Case. See also Partisan Defense Committee.

Torture—See Abu-Jamal: Message from Prison; 
Guantánamo; Prisons; U.S.: International 
Relations.

TRANSIT WORKERS
Union Tops Call Off BART Strike, #1027, 12 July 

(12, 10)

L.A. Transit Bosses Threaten Workers for Body 
Art, #1031, 4 Oct. (2)

BART Strike Ends with Blood on Tracks, #1033, 
1 Nov. (12, 10, 11)

Stop Prosecution of ATU Militant!, #1033, 1 Nov. 
(10)

Trotsky, Leon—See Quote of the Week; 
Soviet Union. See also Egypt; Gun Control; 
Internationalist Group; Mexico.

Trotskyism—See Germany; Greece; Quote of the 
Week; Zionism. See also Egypt; India; South 
Africa; Soviet Union; Vietnam.

TURKEY—And see Kurdish Question. See also 
Cyprus; Egypt; Israel/Palestine.
Mass Protests Shake Islamist Regime, #1027, 

12 July (1, 8, 9, 10)

United Auto Workers (UAW)—See Labor. See also 
Black Question.

United Food and Commercial Workers (UFCW)—
See Labor.

United Mine Workers of America (UMWA)—See 
Mine Workers.

UNITED STATES

• General—And see Abortion; Black Question; 
Civil Liberties: General, Manning Case, 

Stewart Case; Gun Control; Health Care; 
Immigration; Native Americans; Postal 
Workers; Sexuality; Woman Question. See 
also Civil Liberties: Cases; Civil War and 
Reconstruction, U.S.; Labor; MOVE Massacre; 
New York City; Workers Vanguard.
Waco Massacre: We Will Not Forget, #1022, 

19 Apr. (3)

As Bosses’ Parties Squabble—U.S. Rulers 
Intensify War on Workers, Poor, #1031, 4 Oct. 
(1, 4, 5)

Democrats, Republicans Take Ax to Food 
Stamps—Capitalists Starve Workers, Poor, 
#1036, 13 Dec. (1, 7, 8)

• International Relations—And see Abu-Jamal: 
Message from Prison; China; City University 
of New York; Civil Liberties: General, Manning 
Case; Guantánamo; Guatemala; Iran; Israel/
Palestine; North Korea; Syria; Vietnam; 
Zionism. See also Campus Repression;  
Japan; Mali.
Obama’s Kill List and Imperialist Terror, #1018, 

22 Feb. (1, 10, 11)

Bourgeoisie Debates Drones, Military Costs—
Fine-Tuning U.S. Imperialist Terror Machine, 
#1020, 22 Mar. (1, 11)

Vietnam, Central America, Iraq, Guantánamo—
U.S. Imperialism’s Machinery of Torture, 
#1024, 17 May (1, 10, 11)*

Vietnam… (C), #1025, 31 May (2)

U.S. Imperialists Squirm over Exposures—
Spying and Lying in the Belly of the Beast, 
#1034, 15 Nov. (1, 11)

United Steelworkers (USW)—See School Bus 
Drivers.

University of California—See Campus Repression.

University of Southern California—See Los Angeles.

VIETNAM—And see also Civil Liberties: 
Manning Case; U.S.: International Relations.
General Giap and the Vietnamese Victory 

Against Imperialism, #1035, 29 Nov. (4, 5, 6, 7)

1970 Spartacist Leaflet: “Blood and Nixon,” 
#1035, 29 Nov. (5)

Voting Rights—See Black Question.

Waco Massacre—See U.S.: General.

Wal-Mart—See Labor. See also U.S.: General.

Wallace, Herman—See Obituaries.

“War on Terror”—See Civil Liberties: General, 
Cases, Manning Case, Stewart Case; 
Guantánamo; U.S.: International Relations.

Warsaw Ghetto Uprising—See Archives of the 
Marxist Movement; Zionism.

WikiLeaks—See Civil Liberties: Manning Case.

WOMAN QUESTION—And see Abortion; 
Bangladesh; Britain; Canada; Egypt; France; 
India; Ireland; Obituaries; Quote of the Week; 
Revolutionary Communist Party; South Africa. 
See also Sexuality; Turkey. 
Obama’s Reactionary Crusade Against Teen 

Birth Control (YSp), #1025, 29 Nov. (12, 9)

WORKERS VANGUARD

Workers Vanguard Subscription Drive 
2013 Quotas, #1028, 9 Aug. (2) 
2013 Quotas, #1029, 6 Sept. (3) 
Week Two Totals, #1030, 20 Sept. (3) 
Week Four Totals, #1031, 4 Oct. (2) 
Final Totals, #1032, 18 Oct. (3)

Statement of Ownership, Management, and 
Circulation, #1031, 4 Oct. (9)

Workers Vanguard Subscription Drive—New 
Readers for Revolutionary Press, #1035, 
29 Nov. (2)

Workers World Party—See School Bus Drivers.

WORKPLACE SAFETY—And see Canada.
Capitalist Profit Drive Kills—Texas, Bangladesh 

Disasters, #1023, 3 May (1, 11)

World War I—See Britain.

World War II—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; Obituaries. See also Vietnam.

Wounded Knee—See Native Americans.

Youth Rights—See Britain; Gay Rights; Sexuality; 
Woman Question.

Zimmerman, George—See Black Question.

ZIONISM—And see Campus Repression. See 
also Archives of the Marxist Movement; New 
York City.
Zionism Betrayed Holocaust Victims, Jewish 

Refugees, #1025, 31 May (2, 8)
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ABORTION—And see Ireland; Obituaries.
Forty Years Since Roe v. Wade—Defeat the War 

on Abortion Rights!, #1016, 25 Jan. (12, 11)

Film Honors Heroic Abortion Providers, #1033, 
1 Nov. (12, 9)

ABU-JAMAL, MUMIA
Mumia Abu-Jamal Attorneys Challenge 

Resentencing Process, #1021, 5 Apr. (9)

Protest Prison Harassment of Mumia Abu-Jamal! 
(CSDN), #1027, 12 July (2)

From Death Row to “Slow Death Row”, #1034, 
15 Nov. (4)

• Message from Prison
A Death Sentence for Defending Her Client? 

Lynne Stewart, #1021, 5 Apr. (9)

Guantánamo: Fear and Hunger, #1027, 12 July (2)

ACAC 19—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Ad Hoc Committee Against the Militarization of 
CUNY—See City University of New York.

Affordable Care Act—See Health Care; U.S.: 
General.

AFL-CIO—See Longshoremen. See also Archives 
of the Marxist Movement; Immigration; Labor.

Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU)—See School 
Bus Drivers; Transit Workers.

American Indian Movement—See Civil Liberties: 
Cases.

American Postal Workers Union (APWU)—See 
Postal Workers.

American Revolution—See Gun Control.

Angola 3—See Obituaries.

ARCHIVES OF THE MARXIST MOVEMENT—
And see Black Question; Rosenberg, Julius 
and Ethel.
“Warsaw Ghetto Anti-Nazi Uprising of Labor” 

by Art Preis, Militant, 6 May 1944, #1024, 
17 May (2, 11) 

“Who Can Save the Unions?” by James P. 
Cannon, #1032, 18 Oct. (2)

The Proletarian Revolution in Russia, by Louis 
Fraina, #1033, 1 Nov. (2)

Armed Forces—See City University of New York; 
Civil Liberties: Manning Case.

Auto Workers—See Labor. See also Black 
Question.

Avakian, Bob—See Revolutionary Communist 
Party.

Baltimore—See Longshoremen.

BANGLADESH—And see Workplace Safety.
Islamist Upsurge Threatens Women, Workers 

and Minorities—Bangladesh in Turmoil 
(Workers Hammer), #1031, 4 Oct. (12, 10, 11)

BART Strikes—See Transit Workers.

Bebel, August—See Quote of the Week.

Birth Control—See Woman Question.

Black Panther Party—See Obituaries. See also 
Civil Liberties: Cases.

BLACK QUESTION—And see Civil Liberties: 
Cases; Civil War and Reconstruction, U.S.; 
Los Angeles; MOVE Massacre; New Orleans; 
New York City; Oakland; Postal Workers; 
Quote of the Week. See also Bolshevik 
Tendency (BT); Britain; Gay Rights; Gun 
Control; Prisons; Transit Workers.
Claude McKay, 1922: Class, Race and the Black 

Struggle in the U.S., #1018, 22 Feb. (2)

Black Teen Jailed for Science Experiment, 
#1024, 17 May (3)

Gutting the Voting Rights Act—Supreme Court 
Spits on Black Rights, #1027, 12 July (12, 11)

Zimmerman Goes Free, Detroit Goes Under—
Capitalist America: Racist Hell, #1028, 
9 Aug. (1, 14)

Malcolm X on 1963 March: “Farce on 
Washington”, #1028, 9 Aug. (13)

Zimmerman Verdict—21st Century Dred Scott 
Decision: There Is No Justice in the Capitalist 
Courts!, #1028, 9 Aug. (15)*

Zimmerman Verdict… (C), #1029, 6 Sept. (2)

1930s Scottsboro Case—Communists and the 
Fight for Black Liberation (includes 1932 article 
by James P. Cannon), #1036, 13 Dec. (3, 8)

BOLSHEVIK TENDENCY (BT)
Repeal Death Penalty? BT Votes No, #1018, 

22 Feb. (4)

Boston—See Civil Liberties: General; School 
Bus Drivers.

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)—See 
Campus Repression.

Breitman, George—See Quote of the Week.

BRITAIN—And see Pakistan. See also Egypt; 
Gun Control; India; Syria; Zionism.
Britain 1919: Class Struggle, Racism and 

Labour Reformism (Workers Hammer), #1018, 
22 Feb. (3)*

Britain 1919… (C), #1019, 8 Mar. (2)

Gun Control British-Style, #1018, 22 Feb. (5)

Margaret Thatcher Finally Dead—Iron Lady, Rust 
in Hell!, #1023, 3 May (12, 7)

Nationalized Health Care Under Attack (Workers 
Hammer), #1023, 3 May (6, 7, 8, 9)

Free Jeremy Forrest! Teacher Jailed in Anti-Sex 
Witchhunt (Workers Hammer), #1028, 9 Aug. (11)

Union Bashing at Scottish Oil Refinery, #1035, 
29 Nov. (12, 10, 11)

Brooklyn College—See Campus Repression.

Bukharin, Nikolai—See Quote of the Week.

Burnham, James—See Quote of the Week.

California—See Bolshevik Tendency (BT); 
Campus Repression; Prisons. See also 
Education.

CAMPUS REPRESSION—And see City 
University of New York; Los Angeles.
Zionist Witchhunt on California Campus (YSp), 

#1018, 22 Feb. (12, 9)

Pro-Israel Furor at Brooklyn College (YSp), 
#1018, 22 Feb. (12)

CANADA—And see Obituaries.
Canadian Government’s War on Science, Native 

Peoples (Spartacist Canada) (YSp), #1018, 
22 Feb. (6, 7, 8, 9)

Canada: Racist Hell for Native Peoples 
(Spartacist Canada), #1021, 5 Apr. (5, 11)

Canadian Government Invades Union Finances 
(Spartacist Canada), #1024, 17 May (4, 5)

It’s Official: NDP Drops Last Pretense to 
“Socialism” (Spartacist Canada), #1026, 
14 June (4, 11)

Lac-Mégantic Industrial Murder (Spartacist 
Canada), #1033, 1 Nov. (4, 8)

Toronto Cops Terrorize Immigrants, Minorities 
(Spartacist Canada), #1034, 15 Nov. (7, 9)

No to Anti-Immigrant, Anti-Woman “Charter of 
Quebec Values”! (Spartacist Canada), #1036, 
13 Dec. (4, 5)

Cannon, James P.—See Archives of the Marxist 
Movement; Black Question; Partisan Defense 
Committee; Quote of the Week. See also 
Transit Workers.

Carter, Tweet—See Obituaries.

Caste Oppression—See India.

Catholic Church—See France; Ireland.

Central Park Five—See New York City.

Chicago—See Civil Liberties: Cases, 
Tinley Park 5 Case.

CHINA—And see Japan; North Korea.
Pseudoscience, Snake Oil and Stalinism in 

China, #1028, 9 Aug. (4, 5, 7)

U.S./Japanese Imperialists: Hands Off China!, 
#1036, 13 Dec. (1, 6, 7)

City College of New York—See City University of 
New York.

City College of San Francisco—See Education.

CITY UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK—And see 
also Campus Repression.
ROTC Off Campus! (YSp), #1029, 6 Sept. (6, 7, 11)

Defend Anti-Petraeus Protesters! (YSp), #1031, 
4 Oct. (4)

Rescind Suspensions of CCNY Protesters! (YSp), 
#1034, 15 Nov. (8)

City College of New York: Reinstate the Morales/
Shakur Center! Cops Off Campus! (YSp), 
#1034, 15 Nov. (8)

Drop Charges Against CUNY Protesters!, #1036, 
13 Dec. (2)

CIVIL LIBERTIES

• General—And see Guantánamo; Gun Control; 
Sexuality; U.S.: International Relations.
In Wake of Boston Bombing—Ominous Display 

of Police-State Powers, #1023, 3 May (1, 10)

On the Lockdown of Boston (L), #1025, 31 May (3)

2013 SUBJECT INDEX Issues No. 1015 (11 January) through No. 1036 (13 December)

continued on page 9

GUIDE TO THE SUBJECT INDEX
• This subject index covers issues of Workers Vanguard 

published during 2013, from issue No. 1015 (11 
January) through the end-of-the-year issue No. 1036 (13 
December). During this time, WV was published biweekly, 
except skipping three alternate issues in June, July and 
August, and skipping the last issue in December. 

• The fullest listing is by SUBJECT. Subject headings are 
arranged alphabetically. Entries are listed chronologically 
with two exceptions: all entries comprising a series are 
listed together immediately following the first entry of 
the series; corrections immediately follow the relevant 
entry. An asterisk (*) after the page location of an entry 
indicates that a correction follows.

• Entries are listed under subject heads. In some cases, 
subject heads are broken down into subcategories. These 
subcategories are listed immediately after the initial 
subject head and preceded by a dot (•). The numbers 
following each entry headline give the issue number, date 
and page number(s) for the article. Thus:

Gun Control British-Style, #1018, 22 Feb. (5)

means the headline of the article, issue No. 1018, dated 
22 February 2013, on page 5.

• No entry is listed twice; refer to cross-references for 
guidance in locating the subject head for particular 
articles. Cross-references are of two types: those 
following the word “see” deal centrally with the subject 
head; those following the words “see also” are related 
articles. Subject heads in cross-references are separated 
by a semicolon, while subcategories of subject heads are 
separated by a comma. Thus:

Shakur, Assata—See Civil Liberties: Cases. See also 
City University of New York. 

means that articles about Assata Shakur can be found by 
going to the subject head CIVIL LIBERTIES and looking 

under the subcategory Cases. Related articles can be 
found by going to the subject head CITY UNIVERSITY 
OF NEW YORK. 

• Individuals mentioned in articles are usually not a subject 
heading unless the article is primarily about the given 
person. Foreign political organizations are generally cross - 
referenced to their appropriate countries, while U.S. 
political organizations are listed under their organizational 
names. 

• Articles relating to foreign countries are listed under 
geographical headings and not normally under any 
other subject heading. Articles relating to Israel and the 
Occupied Territories will be found under the subject head 
ISRAEL/PALESTINE. Articles that deal centrally with 
U.S. foreign policy will be found under U.S.: International 
Relations or under the relevant geographical heading, for 
example, SYRIA. 

• Articles under the Class-Struggle Defense Notes (CSDN) 
masthead are by the Partisan Defense Committee, a 
class-struggle, non-sectarian legal and social defense 
organization associated with the Spartacist League.

• Abbreviations used in entries are:

C: Correction

CSDN: Class-Struggle Defense Notes article

E: Editorial Note

L: Letter

R: Review 

S: Series

YSp: Young Spartacus article

W&R: Women and Revolution article

• Entries for articles that first appeared in the press of 
another section of the International Communist League 
indicate the name of the press in parentheses, for 
example: (Le Bolchévik). 


