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This presidential election will likely pit 
all- around bigot Donald Trump against 
arch- warmonger Hillary Clinton. The 
bourgeoisie’s top two contenders are 
feared and loathed by many, and the elec-

tion has already been marked by escalat-
ing attacks on voting rights. Since the 
last presidential election, new or tougher 
voter ID laws will be in place in 15 states 
by November. In all, 33 states have laws 

on the books requiring voters to provide 
a government- issued photo ID, disen-
franchising over 13 percent of adults: 
the poor, the elderly, students and, above 
all, black people and other minorities. 

According to Zoltan L. Hajnal, author of 
a study on voter ID laws, “We’re finding 
typically that strict voter ID laws dou-
ble or triple the gap in turnout between 

MAY 16—Battle lines have hardened 
in the strike against Verizon by 39,000 
members of the Communications 
Workers of America (CWA) and the 
International Brotherhood of Electri-
cal Workers (IBEW). Five weeks into 
the strike, the largest in the U.S. since 
2011, Verizon remains dead set on 
crushing the unions. At the bargain-
ing table, the telecom giant, which 
is swimming in profits and hungry 
for more, refused to budge from its 
insistence on being able to reassign 
workers at will to locations far from 
their homes for up to two months, out-
source work to non- union contractors 
and further gut the unionized work-
force. Disgusted picketers told WV 
salesmen that, at the end of April, the 
company spent a cool half million to 
send its “last, best and final offer” via 
FedEx to every worker, bypassing the 
union bargaining committee.

As we go to press, at the urging of 
President Obama’s secretary of la -

bor, Thomas Perez, 
the unions and com-
pany have agreed to 
resume bargaining. Work-
ers must beware: these 
federal mediation efforts 
are not neutral but gener-
ally aimed at extracting 
concessions from unions.

We noted in “Victory 

to Verizon Strike!” (WV No. 1088, 22 
April) that a key issue in the strike is to 
organize the workers in Verizon’s highly 
profitable wireless division. Around 100 
wireless technicians are members of the 
CWA and 80 workers in wireless retail 
stores have joined the union, but the com-

pany is refusing to grant them a contract. 
But these are only a tiny fraction of the 
70,000 wireless workers who remain 
overwhelmingly unorganized.

Verizon has been placing full- page 
ads for scab labor in big city newspapers 
and has brought in replacement contrac-

tors from down South. One such thug 
threatened Long Island picketers 
with a machete. Another drunk scab 
hit a striker in Massachusetts with 
his pickup truck. These strikebreak-
ers are in addition to the scab army 
of 20,000 Verizon management and 
non-  union workers that the company 
began training months before the 
strike began. Worse still, some unions 
are crossing picket lines, including 
members of IBEW Local 25, who are 
doing contract electrical work in sev-
eral Verizon offices on Long Island.

Workers on the picket lines re-
main determined, despite having their 
health insurance coverage cut off by 
the company. Because Verizon has 
long avoided hiring new workers in 
unionized job titles, the core of those 
manning the picket lines are a highly 
skilled and experienced bunch. Some 
have two and even three strikes under 
their belts. Flying pickets are con-
fronting scabs doing installations and 
repairs on the street.

CWA pickets at hotels, reinforced 
by Teamsters and honored by Hotel 

Trades Council members, have resulted 
in scabs being driven out of a dozen 
hotels, where they were not only being 
housed but also being dispatched for 
jobs. Last week, acting on a motion from 
Obama’s National Labor Relations Board 
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Left: Voting location in Wisconsin. Voter ID laws amount to modern-day poll tax. Right: Voter rights rally in Washington, D.C., April 17, builds illusions in the power 
of the ballot box.
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NYC strike rally at 100 Wall Street, May 5.

No to the Capitalist Democrats and Republicans!

Down With Racist Attacks  
on Voting Rights!

Picket Lines Mean Don’t Cross

Verizon Strike: Stop the Scabs!
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We reprint below a Novem-
ber 1915 letter originally writ-
ten in English by Bolshevik 
leader V. I. Lenin to the Social-
ist Propaganda League (SPL) 
of the U.S. Lenin’s letter was part of his 
efforts to regroup genuine Marxists in 
the struggle to forge a new revolutionary 
international party. The outbreak of the 
interimperialist World War I in 1914 had 
revealed the bankruptcy of the old Second 
(Socialist) International, founded in 1889 
and to which virtually all existing osten-
sibly socialist parties adhered. With only 
a handful of exceptions, these parties had 
voted war credits for their governments, 
supporting their own ruling classes’ ruth-
less scramble for profit and plunder. 

This betrayal was echoed by the heads 
of the trade unions. Carl Legien, head of 
the major German union federation, was 
an ardent social patriot who enforced 
a policy of Burgfrieden (class peace) 
during the war. Similarly, after the U.S. 
entered the war in 1917, the head of the 
American Federation of Labor, Samuel 
Gompers, served on President Woodrow 
Wilson’s Council of National Defense.

Lenin’s struggle for a new international 
came to fruition with the founding of the 
Communist (Third) International in 1919, 
which followed the conquest of power by 
the proletariat in the October 1917 Russian 
Revolution. However, forging new, Lenin-
ist vanguard parties required a series of 
political fights to break the revolutionary 
elements from social- democratic practice 
and program and to purge the centrist 
waverers. In his letter to the SPL, Lenin 
delineates areas of political disagreement, 
as well as agreement.

In September 1915, a small group of 
socialists met in Zimmerwald, Switzer-
land. The delegates at Zimmerwald were 
not politically homogeneous, ranging from 
revolutionaries like the Bolsheviks to out-
right reformists like the Russian Menshe-
viks. Lenin was a signatory to the Zim-
merwald Manifesto, which he regarded as 
a call to struggle against the chauvinist 
policies of the official Social Democratic 
parties. However, he regarded the Man-
ifesto as evasive on several key points. 
These included its failure to expose the 
opportunism that lay behind the rot in the 
Second International as well as its failure 
to lay out revolutionary methods of fight-
ing against the war, including the organ-
ization of street demonstrations against 
the governments and fraternization in the 
trenches.

The Left Zimmerwald group organized 
by Lenin also put forward its own resolu-
tion, which received a minority of votes at 
the conference. This resolution declared 
against the illusions in disarmament 
brought about by decisions of diplomats 
and governments, asserting that a lasting 
peace could only be achieved by socialist 

revolution.  It proclaimed, “The slogan is 
civil war, not civil peace.”

An October 1915 manifesto by the 
Socialist Propaganda League was one of 
the earliest attempts to cohere a revolu-
tionary opposition within the American 
Socialist Party. A copy of this manifesto 
found its way to Lenin, who wrote the let-
ter reprinted here in response. The Boston- 
based SPL, composed mainly of Latvians 
(Letts), was among the most influential of 
the far- left Socialists who had roots in the 
tsarist empire. (For more on the SPL and 
its relation to the founding of the Amer-
ican Communist Party, see The Commu-
nist International and U.S. Communism, 
1919- 1929 by Jacob A. Zumoff, reviewed 
in WV No. 1067, 1 May 2015.)

The SPL included militants who 
had been active in the Lettish Social- 
Democratic Labor Party, which was 
affiliated to the Russian Social Demo-
crats, and one of whose members signed 
the Left Zimmerwald manifesto. During 
the October Revolution, the Lettish army 
divisions and Red Guards, drawn heav-
ily from Lettish farm laborers, played a 
heroic role in securing Petrograd for the 
revolutionary forces. The  Lettish Rifles 

(Strelniki) later provided an essential 
core for the newly organized Red Army.

Dear Comrades!
We are extremely glad to get your 

leaflet. Your appeal to the members of 
the Socialist Party to struggle for a new 
International, for clear- cut revolutionary 
socialism as taught by Marx and Engels, 
and against the opportunism, especially 
against those who are in favor of working 
class participation in a war of defence, 
corresponds fully with the position our 
party (Social- Democratic Labor Party 
of Russia, Central Committee) has taken 
from the beginning of this war and has 
always taken during more than ten years.

We send you our sincerest greetings 
& best wishes of success in our fight for 
true internationalism.

In our press & in our pro-
paganda we differ from your 
programme in several points 
& we think it is quite neces-
sary that we expose you briefly 

these points in order to make immediate 
& serious steps for the coordination of the 
international strife of the incompromis-
ingly revolutionary Socialists especially 
Marxists in all countries.

We criticise in the most severe man-
ner the old, Second (1889- 1914) Interna-
tional, we declare it dead & not worth to 
be restored on old basis. But we never say 
in our press that too great emphasis has 
been heretofore placed upon so- called 
“Immediate Demands,” and that thereby 
the socialism can be diluted: we say & we 
prove that all bourgeois parties, all parties 
except the working- class revolutionary 
Party, are liars & hypocrites when they 
speak about reforms. We try to help the 
working class to get the smallest possible 
but real improvement (economic & polit-
ical) in their situation & we add always 
that no reform can be durable, sincere, 
serious if not seconded by revolutionary 
methods of struggle of the masses. We 
preach always that a socialist party not 
uniting this struggle for reforms with the 
revolutionary methods of working- class 
movement can become a sect, can be sev-
ered from the masses, & that that is the 
most pernicious menace to the success of 
the clear- cut revolutionary socialism.

We defend always in our press the 
democracy in the party. But we never 
speak against the centralization of the 
party. We are for the democratic central-
ism. We say that the centralization of the 
German Labor movement is not a feeble 
but a strong and good feature of it. The 
vice of the present Social- Democratic 
Party of Germany consists not in the cen-
tralization but in the preponderance of the 
opportunists, which should be excluded 
from the party especially now after their 
treacherous conduct in the war. If in any 
given crisis the small group (for instance 
our Central Committee is a small group) 
can act for directing the mighty mass in a 

revolutionary direction, it would be very 
good. And in all crises the masses can not 
act immediately, the masses want to be 
helped by the small groups of the central 
institutions of the parties. Our Central 
Committee quite at the beginning of this 
war, in September 1914, has directed the 
masses not to accept the lie about “the 
war of defence” & to break off with the 
opportunists & the “would- be- socialists-
jingoes” (we call so the “Socialists” who 
are now in favor of the war of defence). 
We think that this centralistic measure 
of our Central Committee was useful & 
necessary.

We agree with you that we must be 
against craft Unionism & in favor of 
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with Opportunists
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industrial Unionism, i.e. of big, central-
ized Trade Unions & in favor of the most 
active participation of all members of 
party in all economic struggles & in all 
trade union & cooperative organizations 
of the working class. But we consider that 
such people as Mr. Legien in Germany & 
Mr. Gompers in the U.S. are bourgeois 
and that their policy is not a socialist but 
a national istic, middle class policy. Mr. 
Legien, Mr. Gompers & similar persons 
are not the representatives of working 
class, they represent the aristocracy & 
bureaucracy of the working class.

We entirely sympathize with you when 
in political action you claim the “mass 
action” of the workers. The German rev-
olutionary & internationalist Socialists 
claim it also. In our press we try to define 
with more details what must be under-
stood by political mass action, as f. i. [for 
instance] political strikes (very usual in 
Russia), street demonstrations and civil 
war prepared by the present imperialist 
war between nations.

We do not preach unity in the present 
(prevailing in the Second International) 
socialist parties. On the contrary we 
preach secession with the opportunists. 
The war is the best object- lesson. In all 
countries the opportunists, their leaders, 
their most influential dailies & reviews 
are for the war, in other words, they have 
in reality united with “their” national 
bourgeoisie (middle class, capitalists) 
against the proletarian masses. You say, 
that in America there are also Socialists 
who have expressed themselves in favor 
of the participation in a war of defence. 

We are convinced, that unity with such 
men is an evil. Such unity is unity with 
the national middle class & capitalists, 
and a division with the international rev-
olutionary working class. And we are for 
secession with nationalistic opportunists 
and unity with international revolutionary 
Marxists & working- class parties.

We never object in our press to the unity 
of S. P. [Socialist Party] & S.L.P. [Socialist 
Labor Party] in America. We always quote 
letters from Marx & Engels (especially to 
Sorge, active member of American social-
ist movement), where both condemn the 
sectarian character of the S.L.P.

We fully agree with you in your crit-
icism of the old International. We have 
participated in the conference of Zim-
merwald (Switzerland) 5- 8.IX.1915. We 
have formed there a left wing, and have 
proposed our resolution & our draught of 
a manifesto. We have just published these 
documents in German & I send them to 
you (with the German translation of our 
small book about “Socialism & War”), 
hoping that in your League there are prob-
ably comrades, that know German. If you 
could help us to publish these things in 
English (it is possible only in America 
and later on we should send it to England), 

we would gladly accept your help.
In our struggle for true internationalism 

& against “jingo- socialism” we always 
quote in our press the example of the 
opportunist leaders of the S.P. in Amer-
ica, who are in favor of restrictions of the 
immigration of Chinese and Japanese 
workers (especially after the Congress of 
Stuttgart [of the Second International], 
1907, & against the decisions of Stutt-
gart). We think that one can not be inter-
nationalist & be at the same time in favor 
of such restrictions. And we assert that 
Socialists in America, especially English 
Socialists, belonging to the ruling, and 
oppressing nation, who are not against 
any restrictions of immigration, against 
the possession of colonies (Hawaii) and 
for the entire freedom of colonies, that 
such Socialists are in reality jingoes.

For conclusion I repeat once more best 
greetings & wishes for your League. We 
should be very glad to have a further 
information from you & to unite our 
struggle against opportunism & for the 
true internationalism.

Yours N. Lenin
N.B. There are two Soc.- Dem. parties in 

Russia. Our party (“Central Committee”) 
[the Bolsheviks] is against opportunism. 
The other party (“Organization Commit-
tee”) [the Mensheviks] is opportunist. We 
are against the unity with them.

You can write to our official address 
(Bibliothèque russe. For the C. K. 7 rue 
Hugo de Senger. 7. Genève. Switzerland). 
But better write to my personal address: 
Wl. Ulianow. Seidenweg 4a, III Berne. 
Switzerland. n

On Jeremy 
Corbyn

24 March 2016

British Ruling Class Bares Its Teeth

Dear WV:
Regarding your article “Britain: Banana 

Monarchy” (WV 1082 [29 January]): Are 
the working class supporters of Jeremy 
Corbyn aware of the military’s threats to 
overthrow a Corbyn government? If so, 
what is their reaction to that? I would 
think that this is a golden opportunity 
for the Spartacist League/Britain to drive 
home two truths that are usually very dif-
ficult for people to believe:

1. The enthusiastic working class 
response to Corbyn’s campaign shows 
that winning over the masses to support 
a radical program is possible: there is 
massive discontent with the ravages of 
capitalism. What is needed is an organi-
zation that is big enough and well- known 
enough to fight for that program (there-
fore, people should join the SL).

2. The panicky ruling class response 
(the generals’ threats) proves that realiz-
ing such a program using Corbyn’s meth-
ods (i.e., bourgeois elections) is impos-
sible; shows that there is indeed a ruling 
class and that it will throw aside the 
make- believe of bourgeois “democracy,” 
if it must, to preserve its power (there-
fore, people should join the SL).

Fraternally, 
Jack L.

WV replies: The fact that tens of thou-
sands of working- class people joined or 
rejoined the Labour Party in support of 
Corbyn is a welcome development. As 
the article Jack refers to pointed out, 
“Corbyn’s political platform goes beyond 

the parameters of what is acceptable to 
the British ruling class, who convinced 
themselves that, with the demise of the 
Soviet Union and apparent death of old 
Labour ‘socialism,’ the class war had 
been resolved in favour of the capital-
ists.” While addressing issues that are 
deeply felt by working people, his elec-
tion represents a working- class- based 
opposition to the rightist Blairite wing 
of the Labour Party. The Blairites are 
unashamedly committed to free- market 
capitalist exploitation. They carried the 
Labour Party’s support to imperialist 
military slaughter to new heights and 
wanted to sever all ties with the unions. 
However, there is a very wide gulf 
between the level of political conscious-
ness required to support Corbyn’s Left- 
Labourite parliamentary “socialism,” and 
the understanding needed for Corbyn’s 
mass base to be won to the revolutionary 
internationalist program of the SL.

Historically, the consciousness of the 
British working class is heavily imbued 
with illusions that the interests of work-
ing people can best be served by elect-
ing a “socialist” government. Corbyn’s 
supporters are surely well aware of the 
statement on BBC television by Gen-
eral Houghton, head of Britain’s armed 
forces, that Corbyn is unfit to become 
prime minister. As Jack correctly sug-
gests, the general’s intervention confirms 
an elementary truth understood by Marx-
ists: that Parliament is a talk shop whose 
purpose is to provide a democratic cover 
for the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, 
which is maintained through special 
bodies of armed men. But it would be 
wishful thinking to assume that, from 
this one incident, the mass of the work-
ing class would draw the same conclu-
sion as Jack does, namely that the ruling 
class “will throw aside the make- believe 

of bourgeois ‘democracy,’ if it must” and 
“therefore, people should join the SL.”

For the SL/B and ICL, Corbyn’s elec-
tion represents an opening to reach a 
wider audience with our propaganda. It 
opens up a political debate about social-
ism and the means to achieve it, into 
which Marxist revolutionaries can inter-
vene. While we support many of the ele-
mentary reforms Corbyn stands for, we 
also counterpose our revolutionary pro-
gram to his parliamentarism. It will be in 
the course of tremendous class and social 
struggles, and through the application 
of tactics by the nucleus of a Leninist 
vanguard, that the mass of the working 
class (as opposed to exceptional individ-
uals) will make the leap from supporting 
Labourite reformism to achieving the 
consciousness needed to build a revolu-
tionary party.

Don’t Forget 
Guam

31 March 2016

Dear Workers Vanguard,
In “U.S. Out of Guantánamo!” [WV 

No. 1086, 25 March] there was a notable 
omission. When speaking of the 1898 
conflict between the U.S. and Spain, the 
article listed the territories seized from 
Spain: Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Phil-
ippines, but neglected to mention Guam, 
which was also annexed by the U.S. and 
still remains a U.S. territory to this day.

CGs, 
Jonah

WV replies: Good point. While a speck 
on the map of the Pacific, Guam plays an 
outsized role in U.S. imperialism’s mili-
tary reach into East Asia. In 1951, Gen-

eral Douglas MacArthur pointed to the 
U.S. hold on a “chain of islands extending 
in an arc from the Aleutians to the Mari-
anas,” from which the U.S. could “domi-
nate with sea and air power every Asiatic 
port from Vladivostok to Singapore and 
prevent any hostile movement into the 
Pacific.” Guam is located in the southern 
half of what Chinese military spokesmen 
have dubbed the “Second Island Chain” 
(the “First Island Chain” includes Oki-
nawa, the Philippines and Taiwan). Host-
ing several military installations, Guam is 
today at the core of the U.S. “pivot” aimed 
at the Chinese bureaucratically deformed 
workers state and also North Korea. This 
situation underscores the importance of 
China’s efforts to fight imperialist mili-
tary encirclement, including by develop-
ing territory in the South China Sea.

On Sharapova 
and Sports

4 April 2016

As a longtime reader of Workers Van-
guard, I appreciate your hard Marxist pol-
itics and writing on a wide range of topics, 
including the article, “Who’s Next? Sports 
Snoops Slam Sharapova” [Workers Van-
guard No. 1086, 25 March]. In that vein, 
I highly recommend a book I’m currently 
reading, “Sport in Capitalist Society: A 
Short History,” by Tony Collins.

Joel

Work ers Van guard wel comes let ters 
from our read ers. Opin ions expressed 
in let ters do not neces sarily reflect the 
view point of the WV Edi to rial Board. 
We reserve the right to respond to let-
ters either at the time of pub li ca tion or 
at a later point. We verify the authen-
ticity of let ters pub lished in Work ers 

Van guard; only let ters received with 
con tact infor ma tion will be con sid ered 
for pub li ca tion. Let ters can be pub lished 
anony mously if the author so desires. In 
order to facili tate the print ing of let ters, 
which we do not edit, please keep them 
to 500 words or less. Let ters can be sent 
to Work ers Van guard, Box 1377 GPO, 
New York, NY 10116 or e-mailed to 
van guard@tiac.net. 

Letters Policy

Spartacus Youth Club 
Class Series

LOS ANGELES

Thursday, May 26, 6 p.m.

The Degeneration of the 
Workers State: How the 

Soviet Workers State 
Was Strangled

UCLA, Bunche Hall, Room 2173
Information and readings:  

(213) 380-8239  
slsycla@sbcglobal.net

Visit the ICL website:  
www.icl-fi.org

Moving?
To receive Workers Vanguard 

without interruption please let us 
know at least three weeks before 
you move. Send your new and 
old address to:

Spartacist Publishing Co. 
Box 1377 GPO 
New York, NY 10116

James Burton

U.S. troops land at Daiquiri, Cuba, June 1898. Spanish-American War marked 
emergence of U.S. as an imperialist power.

Letters
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Our front- page article “Brazil Impeach-
ment: Workers Have No Side” in WV 
No.  1089 (6 May) exposed the Interna-
tionalist Group (IG) for its support of 
the capitalist popular- front government 
headed by Partido dos Trabalhadores 
(PT) president Dilma Rousseff against 
the drive to impeach her. Obviously 
stung, the IG dashed off a scattershot 
response barely days after WV hit the 
streets (“SL/ICL Impeached By Its Own 
Past,”  internationalist.org, May 2016). 
The IG’s haste is matched by its convo-
luted alibis for defending the Rousseff 
government in a situation that its own 
Brazilian comrades describe as a “dis-
pute between two bourgeois forces” that 
“share the same fundamental program of 
resolving, the capitalist economic crisis 
by attacking the working people.”

The IG sneers that the “single count of 
WV’s indictment” against them is that its 
call “No to Impeachment” is “a vote of 
political support for Rousseff’s popular- 
front government.” (How about a second 
count of adulating Stalin as commander- 
in-chief?) In the case of Brazil, it may be 
one count, but in political terms it is the 
equivalent of murder in the first degree, 
i.e., a betrayal of the proletariat. As we 
wrote last issue:

“To oppose Rousseff’s impeachment 
would mean a vote of confidence in—that 
is, political support to—the PT- led pop-
ular front. To favor impeachment would 
amount to support to the right- wing polit-
ical forces mounted against Rousseff. As 
Marxists who stand for the political inde-
pendence of the proletariat, we say the 
working class has no side in this conflict.”

Deriding our defense of the Marxist 
principle of working- class independence 
from the government and all representa-
tives of the capitalist class enemy as “pas-
sive neutrality,” the IG proclaims that we 
have “no program for class struggle in 
Brazil.” In fact, proletarian political inde-
pendence is the precondition for workers to 
fight in their own class interests. It is the IG 
that has given up on the fighting capacity 
of the Brazilian working class by calling 
on workers to defend the Rousseff govern-
ment. The key task, we wrote, is to “fight 
to break the proletarian base of the PT and 
the trade unions away from their current 
leadership as part of the struggle for social-
ist revolution and for workers rule.” 

Not so for the bold “class warriors” of 
the IG, which has staked out a position as 
militant defenders of the PT popular front. 
Its Brazilian cohorts, the Liga Quarta- 
Internacionalista do Brasil (LQB), call for 
no less than an “unlimited general strike” 
to “block impeachment by the nest of cor-
rupt politicians in Congress” as well as 
“to smash the judiciary/police right- wing 
threat” and “prevent the budget cuts and 
sink the privatizations and labor and pen-
sion ‘reforms’.” Thus, the workers are to 

mobilize against the austerity attacks that 
have been perpetrated by the PT- led pop-
ular front by…fighting to keep the head 
of that government in power! So much 
for smashing the military, judicial, police 
and prison apparatus, which was at the 
core of capitalist rule under Rousseff, just 
as it is now that she has been suspended 
from office. Or does the IG consider these 
forces neutral when commanded by a 
popular- front government as opposed to 
right- wing bourgeois parties?

“Pure sophistry,” protests the IG, argu-
ing that far from supporting Rousseff, its 
opposition to her impeachment is aimed 
at blocking the “seizure of power” by the 
“traditional bourgeois right wing.” On 

May 12, Michel Temer of the bourgeois 
PMDB did take over the presidency fol-
lowing a Senate vote to suspend Rousseff 
pending an impeachment trial. The PMDB 
was one of the bourgeois coalition partners 
in the PT- led government. Far from “seiz-
ing power,” Temer was already the vice 
president, having been Rousseff’s running 
mate in 2010 and 2014—and thus next in 
line for the presidency. In short, the PT- led 
government paved the way for the growing 
forces of right- wing reaction aimed at the 
working class, the poor and the oppressed.

The IG snorts that the LQB, “uniquely 
on the Brazilian left, opposed the PT-led 
popular front from the beginning.” What-
ever the case, they aren’t opposing it now. 
We have little idea of the LQB’s actual 
record on the ground in regard to the PT 
popular front. The International Commu-
nist League severed relations with this 
outfit when it refused our demand that its 
leader relinquish his post at the head of 
a cop- infested union in Volta Redonda. 

Now they have trouble differentiating 
themselves from the rest of the popular- 
front left in Brazil. 

In “Brazil’s Opportunist Left Tailing 
After the Bourgeois Blocs” (internationalist 
.org, April 2016), the LQB denounces 
other self- proclaimed socialist organiza-
tions for calling the movement to impeach 
Rousseff a coup. Yet the IG, masters of 
confusion, denounces us for commenting 
on its statement that a coup in Brazil is 
unlikely and leaving out their “explana-
tion of the mounting dangers of an author-
itarian regime being installed without a 
coup d’état”—i.e., through a vote in Con-
gress. Thus the IG parrots classic fight- 
the- right reformism by supporting the 

dictatorship of the bourgeoisie in its 
“democratic” popular- front face rather 
than in its “reactionary” form. 

All their “revolutionary” bombast is 
meant to cover up the plain fact that they 
have taken a side against impeachment. If 
they had a representative in the Brazilian 
Congress, that would mean voting “no,” 
i.e., a vote to keep the head of the pop-
ular front in office. We noted last issue 
that sometime Trotskyist leader Edmund 
Samarakkody was confronted with a sim-
ilar situation in the Ceylonese (Sri Lankan) 
parliament in 1964. He and one of his com-
rades voted for an amendment put forward 
by a right- wing politician that brought 
about the downfall of a popular- front gov-
ernment. (The amendment condemned the 
government for failing to protect working 
people’s living standards.) Samarakkody 
was roundly denounced for capitulating 
to the right wing, aiding the forces of 
imperialist- inspired reaction, etc. He later 
repudiated his courageous vote.

Today, the IG huffs at our “tortured 
attempt to contrast saying no to impeach-
ment in Brazil” to “justifying a vote that 
brought down the government of Sri Lanka 
in 1964,” a position that IG leader Jan Nor-
den powerfully defended a few decades 
ago when he was a leading member of 
our tendency. Trying to square the circle, 
the IG declares: “We uphold both posi-
tions, which are in no way contradictory.” 
Really?! Samarakkody’s vote was to bring 
down the popular front. The IG’s “No to 
Impeachment” position in Brazil upholds 
the popular front, with arguments that 
echo those who denounced Samarakkody 
for his principled action. What changed is 
that Norden went from being a revolution-
ary Trotskyist to becoming the leader of 

a slimy centrist organization that peddles 
its “class struggle” wares in the shadow of 
the Brazilian popular front. 

The IG finds itself in the uncomfortable 
position of claiming to find a Marxist prec-
edent for their defense of Rousseff in what 
they falsely claim was our opposition to 
the impeachment of U.S. Democratic pres-
ident Bill Clinton. The IG argues: “By the 

SL’s current logic, in opposing impeach-

ment it supported Clinton and the Demo-

crats” (emphasis in original). Indeed, that 
would have been the logic had we opposed 
the impeachment. The problem for the IG 
is that we never did! In the article the IG 
cites as evidence of our opposition to the 
impeachment, we quoted the following 
statement from a previous article: 

“Bill Clinton is commander in chief of 
U.S. imperialism, and as such a deadly 
enemy of working people and minorities 
in the U.S. and around the world. But we 
are not indifferent to the anti- sex witch-
hunt which has now targeted Clinton. 
The seemingly limitless powers of the 
Starr chamber to pry into Clinton’s and 
Lewinsky’s private lives through harass-
ment and intimidation are a threat to the 
most elementary right to privacy for the 
population as a whole.”

— “Impeachment Drive Threatens 
Right to Privacy for All,” WV 
No. 697, 25 September 1998

This was simply a statement of fact. We 
also addressed the fact that many in the 
American ruling class were concerned that 
impeachment could damage the office of 
the imperial presidency. After the House 
of Representatives voted to impeach Clin-
ton in December 1998, we reiterated the 
danger of the anti- sex witchhunt while 
noting that the weakening of the American 
imperial presidency “would not be a bad 
thing from the standpoint of the interests 
of the working class and the oppressed” 
(“Clinton Impeachment and U.S. Imperi-
alism,” WV No. 704, 8 January 1999).

The IG declares itself the repository 
of our revolutionary heritage, which they 
claim ended for us with their cowardly 
defection from our organization in 1996. 
To do so requires some not inconsider-
able distortion of this heritage. In “SL/
ICL Impeached By Its Own Past,” the IG 
writes: “Back in the days when Workers 
Vanguard was the voice of revolutionary 
Trotskyism, the Spartacist League explic-
itly supported the impeachment of Richard 
Nixon.” The article disingenuously asks, 
“According to the present- day SL’s logic, 
did this mean supporting the Democrats?” 

In fact, a large part of our articles 
on Nixon’s impeachment was devoted 
to attacking the pro- impeachment left 
as “useless donkeys” for the Democrats 
at a time when Nixon was increasingly 
exposed over the Watergate break- in. We 
did not raise the call for his impeach-
ment, which, we noted, “can only mean 
a desire to have another bourgeois ruler.” 
But as Congress considered impeaching 
Nixon, we supported this while noting 
that Watergate was basically a dispute 
within the capitalist class and insisting 
that “Impeachment Is Not Enough!” In 
“What Labor Should Do About Water-
gate” (WV No. 34, 7 December 1973) we 
stated: “For his truly enormous crimes 
against the working class Nixon should 
be removed from office at once.... A class- 
struggle answer to Watergate must shift 
the axis of struggle. The fight to remove 

Nixon must become a fight not to replace 

Nixon with Gerald Ford, but a fight to 

replace the rule of capital with a workers 

government!” As impeachment hearings 
dragged on in the summer of 1974, we 
emphasized our class opposition to this 
imperialist war criminal by demanding 
that Nixon be extradited to Hanoi, where 
he could be tried by his victims.

Our support for Nixon’s impeachment 
as a means to further the class struggle 
and weaken the imperial presidency is 
the antithesis of the IG’s opposition to the 
impeachment of Dilma Rousseff. We’ll 
leave it to them to continue flailing about 
trying to explain how supporting a bour-
geois government furthers proletarian 
struggle. Keeping their “hands in the boil-
ing water” in Brazil has so poached the 
IG/LQB’s brains that they can’t tell the 
difference between supporting and oppos-
ing the class rule of the bourgeoisie. n
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Rio de Janeiro, 29 April 2014: Education and health workers strike against 
popular- front Brazilian government of Dilma Rousseff, demanding better 
 salaries and working conditions.

Again on IG’s Defense of  
Popular Front in Brazil

Squirming Centrists



20 MAY 2016 5

On April 29, Gary Tyler, who had been 
framed up on bogus murder charges, 
was finally released from the notorious 
Angola prison hell that had been his home 
for over 40 years, eight of them in sol-
itary. In the fall of 1974, Tyler was one 
of dozens of black students confronted by 
a vicious racist backlash in newly deseg-
regated Destrehan High School. Such 
scenes played out not merely in the Deep 
South of Tyler’s Louisiana but across the 
country, including in the Northern liberal 
city of Boston. With racist animosity fever 
hot, on 4 October 1974, school officials 
canceled classes. Tyler and his black 
schoolmates were hustled into a school 
bus, which was then pelted with rocks and 
bottles by a KKK- organized mob of over 
a hundred. A shot rang out striking Tim-

othy Weber, a 13- year- old white student, 
who later died at the hospital.

Despite the fact that a man with a rifle 
was on the scene and the driver of the bus 
assured the cops that no shots came from 
within, the black students were searched at 
gunpoint. When Tyler intervened to stop a 
deputy from harassing his cousin, he was 
arrested for “disturbing the peace,” and 
hauled off to the sheriff’s office where he 
was brutally beaten. The cops promised 
that if he confessed to the shooting, he 
would merely be sent “to Scotland” for a 
few years, but Tyler insisted on his inno-
cence and was charged with murder.

Police uncovered no weapon in the bus 
after two separate searches over three 
hours. A subsequent “search” lasting a bare 
few minutes purportedly revealed a .45 cal-

ibre pistol stuffed in Tyler’s seat. That gun 
never made it to trial, having “disappeared” 
after ballistics tests showed that the bullet 
that struck Weber was a .22 calibre. It was 
later revealed that the .45 had been stolen 
from a firing range used by the sheriff’s 
department. All of the witnesses who tes-
tified against Tyler later recanted, saying 
they were terrorized into testifying. Tyler’s 
classmate Larry Dabney stated, “The dep-
uties didn’t even ask me what I saw. They 
told me flat out I was going to be their key 
witness,” adding that he was told to “sign 
the statement they put together for me or I 
was going to jail for ten years.”

The state barred Tyler’s family from the 
courtroom. His attorney, who had never 
tried a criminal case, spent only an hour 
with Tyler preparing the defense. The trial 
judge instructed the all- white jury to pre-
sume that Tyler was guilty. Convicted at the 
age of 17, Gary Tyler became the young-
est person sentenced to death in the U.S. 
Two years later, the U.S. Supreme Court 
declared Louisiana’s death penalty statute 
unconstitutional, and Tyler’s sentence was 
commuted to life without parole. Tyler’s 
cause was taken up by thousands. At its 
1976 convention, the American Federation 
of Teachers passed a resolution supporting 
Tyler. Songs by Gil Scott Heron and UB40 
called for his release.

The pain of Tyler’s decades of incarcer-
ation was made worse by the tantalizing 
whiff of freedom that came with appel-
late court acknowledgment that he should 
never have been convicted and with parole 
board recommendations for his release—
only to be kept behind bars. In 1980, the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Cir-
cuit ordered a new trial, declaring that 
Tyler had been convicted on the basis of 
the judge’s unconstitutional charge to the 
jury and that his trial was “fundamentally 
unfair.” One year later, the court reversed 
itself on the technicality that Tyler’s attor-
ney had failed to object to the jury instruc-
tions at the trial. On three occasions, the 
Louisiana Board of Pardons recommended 
a reduction of his sentence, which would 

have allowed release after 20 years, but 
each time the governor turned him down.

Earlier this year, the Supreme Court 
ruled that its 2012 decision that man-
datory life sentences without parole for 
juveniles were unconstitutional could be 
applied retroactively. To avoid protracted 
litigation, the state of Louisiana agreed 
to reduce Tyler’s sentence to 21 years—
less than half of his time served—if he 
pleaded guilty to manslaughter. Without 
acknowledging firing the fatal bullet, 
Tyler accepted the plea deal.

The Free Gary Tyler Committee has 
called for donations to help his transition 
to life outside prison to be made payable/
sent to: Liberty Hill Foundation, 6420 
Wilshire Blvd., Suite 700, Los Angeles, 
CA 90048. n

Three members of the MOVE 9—Deb-
bie, Janet and Janine Africa—had a parole 
hearing on May 12, having spent over 
38 years in prison. As we go to press, no 
determination on their parole has been 
announced. MOVE, a predominantly black, 
radical, back- to- nature commune uphold-
ing the right of armed self- defense, has 
been targeted for vicious state repression 
ever since it was established in Philadelphia 
in the early 1970s. On 8 August 1978, after 
a months- long siege, an army of nearly 600 
cops unleashed a fusillade of gunfire and 
then stormed MOVE’s Powelton Village 
home. One police officer, James Ramp, 
was killed in the cops’ own cross fire. At 
least eight witnesses testified that no gun-
shots came from the MOVE house, and no 
fingerprints of any MOVE member were 
found on the weapons supposedly recov-
ered from their home. Despite this evidence 
of their innocence, nine MOVE members 
were framed up for the cop’s death and con-
victed on conspiracy and murder charges. 
They were sentenced to prison terms of 
between 30 and 100 years. 

The latest parole hearing was held the 

day before the 31st anniversary of the 13 
May 1985 MOVE massacre. In that sig-
nature racist atrocity of the Reagan years, 
black Democratic Philadelphia mayor 
Wilson Goode and his city administra-
tion, collaborating with the Feds, fire-
bombed MOVE’s house on Osage Ave-
nue. Eleven black people, including five 

children, were killed and an entire city 
block burned to the ground.

After four decades, the state’s vendetta 
against MOVE has not subsided. The rac-
ist capitalist rulers and their police thugs 
remain committed to keeping the surviv-
ing members of the MOVE 9 buried alive 
behind bars. Since becoming eligible for 

parole in 2008, not one MOVE 9 member 
has been released. Two, Merle and Phil 
Africa, have already died in prison hell-
holes. In February, Eddie Africa was 
denied parole and the board smeared him 
as a risk to public safety. But despite per-
sistent persecution and harassment, the sur-
viving MOVE members remain strong and 
outspoken, steadfast fighters not only for 
their own freedom but also for the freedom 
of others, not least political prisoner Mumia 
Abu- Jamal, a longtime MOVE supporter. 

The Partisan Defense Committee—a 
class- struggle, non- sectarian legal and 
social defense organization associated with 
the Spartacist League—sends monthly sti-
pends to the imprisoned MOVE members 
as part of the PDC’s program of support to 
class- war prisoners. In an April 14 letter to 
the parole board demanding the release of 
Janet, Debbie and Janine Africa, the PDC 
noted: “It is an injustice that these men 
and women were ever incarcerated at all. 
Their continued confinement compounds 
that injustice on a daily basis.” 

Letters demanding freedom for the 
MOVE prisoners should be sent to the 
Pennsylvania Board of Probation and 
Parole, 1101 South Front Street, Suite 
5100, Harrisburg, PA 17104- 2517. The 
names for each of the board members are 
at www.pbpp.pa.gov. n
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Africa and 
Janine (Phillips) 
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Free the MOVE Prisoners!

Victim of Racist Frame-Up

Gary Tyler Finally Freed

The PDC is a class-struggle, non-sectarian legal and social defense organization which champions cases and causes 
in the interest of the whole of the working people. This purpose is in accordance with the political views of the Spartacist League.
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This article is reprinted from Sparta-
cist Canada (No. 188, Spring 2016), pub-
lication of the Trotskyist League/Ligue 
Trotskyste, Canadian section of the 
International Communist League.

Since 2008, a coterie of mostly East 
European- derived far- right nationalists 
calling itself Tribute to Liberty has sought 
to build a memorial in Ottawa to the sup-
posed 100 million “victims of Commu-
nism” in the Soviet Union and elsewhere. 
The former Conservative government 
embraced the project as its own, lavishing 
at least $1.5 million on it and promising 
more. The recently elected Liberals were 
quick to assert that, despite some haggling 
over cost and site, it would go ahead. The 
NDP social democrats, for whom anti- 
Communism has long been an article of 
faith, likewise threw their support to the 
proposed monument.

In reality, this is a monument not only 
to virulent anti- Communism, but to the 
Canadian bourgeoisie’s fear and loath-
ing of the struggles of workers and the 
oppressed. A real tribute to liberty would 
be a memorial to the 27 million Soviet 
soldiers and civilians who perished in 
the fight against Nazi Germany in World 
War II. It was the Soviet Red Army that 
smashed Hitler’s military juggernaut, 
ended the fascists’ demented Thousand 
Year Reich and liberated the Nazi death 
camps throughout East Europe. The 
Canadian ruling class and the nest of 
counterrevolutionaries that is pushing for 
this monument seek to bury that history in 
a morass of falsehood and slander.

But, you might ask, why a memorial 
now? Communism supposedly died with 
the destruction of the Soviet Union 25 
years ago, according to the bourgeoisie’s 
mouthpieces. The answer is simple: to this 
day, the capitalist rulers want to expunge 
and extirpate any memory of workers 
struggles against the system of private 
property, especially those struggles which 
were victorious. Workers are supposed to 
accept that the only possible world is that 
of present- day capitalist society with its 
brutal exploitation and unemployment, 
racism and poverty, war and the menace 
of fascism. Above all, the bourgeoisie 
wants to erase all memory of the historic 
significance and the gains of the October 
1917 Bolshevik Revolution in Russia.

The Revolution gave flesh and blood 
reality to the program laid out by Karl 
Marx and Friedrich Engels in the Com-
munist Manifesto 70 years earlier. It was 
the singular event of the 20th century, and 
echoes today, almost 100 years later. This 
was the first time in history that the work-
ing class took and held state power. The 
establishment of the Soviet workers state, 
combined with the program of interna-
tional proletarian revolution that animated 
the Bolsheviks, offered the prospect of 
development toward a socialist society of 
genuine equality and abundance for all.

However, the defeat of revolutionary 
opportunities, most importantly in Ger-
many, left the Soviet Union isolated. 
Amid conditions of material scarcity 
exacerbated by imperialist invasion and 
civil war, a conservative bureaucratic 
caste centred on Joseph Stalin usurped 
political power from the Soviet working 
class starting in 1923- 24. The Stalinist 
bureaucracy renounced the struggle for 
international workers revolution in the 
name of “building socialism in one coun-
try” and seeking “peaceful coexistence” 
with imperialism.

The gains won by the 1917 Revolu-
tion were endangered by Stalinist rule 
and were ultimately overthrown through 
capitalist counterrevolution in 1991- 92, 
a catastrophic defeat for the working 
class worldwide. Nonetheless, the Soviet 
Union’s military might—victorious in 
World War II even under bureaucratic 
Stalinist rule—was a testament to the 
power of the planned, collectivized econ-

omy that catapulted Russia, a backward 
peasant country, into becoming a modern 
industrial and military powerhouse.

Big Lies and Dirty Truths

They really should call it the “Joseph 
Goebbels Monument to Anti- Communism,” 
because the Tribute gang gets its “facts” 
from The Black Book of Communism, a 
concoction produced by a gaggle of anti- 
Communist “historians” that was first 
published in France in 1997. Goebbels, 
Hitler’s propaganda minister, honed the 
art of the Big Lie: lie repetitively, the big-
ger the better, and people will come to 
believe it. We denounced this tract at the 
time as “846 pages of lies and amalgams 
aimed at justifying repression against 
organizations and individuals who might 
still look to communism, and at contrib-
uting to counterrevolutionary efforts to 
destroy the Cuban, Chinese, Vietnam-
ese and North Korean deformed workers 
states” (“Black Book: Anti- Communist 
Big Lie,” WV No. 692, 5 June 1998).

Like the Black Book authors, the mon-
ument’s supporters lump together com-
munism and fascism as evil twins. This 
is both lie and cover- up: initially, Hitler’s 
Nazi regime was not only tolerated but 
admired by key sections of the English 
and American ruling classes. Members 
of the royal family in Britain and Amer-
ican luminaries such as Henry Ford and 
Charles Lindbergh had open pro- Nazi 
sympathies. Another admirer of Hitler 
was Liberal prime minister Mackenzie 
King, who slammed the door on desperate 

Jews trying to flee Nazi terror. Less than 
5,000 were allowed into Canada, the few-
est among the imperialist “democracies.”

As long as Hitler stuck to smashing 
German trade unions and killing Com-
munists and Jews, neither Washington nor 
London said boo. The Germans only got 
into trouble when Nazi territorial ambi-
tions clashed with those of other powers, 
including the rising American and declin-
ing British imperialist bourgeoisies.

This history underscores that World 
War II was no “war for democracy” but, 
at bottom, an interimperialist conflict for 
global political and economic domina-
tion (as was World War I). While sharply 
opposing all the imperialist combatants, 
Trotskyists stood for the unconditional 
military defense of the Soviet Union 
which, despite its Stalinist degeneration, 
remained a workers state where capital-
ist and landlord exploitation had been 
overthrown.

After the war, Canada’s attitude toward 
Jewish refugees was summed up by a gov-
ernment official as “None is too many.” 
No such restrictions were applied to 
Nazi and other war criminals from East 
Europe. Even a 1986 report by the govern-
ment’s Deschênes Commission, censored 
and whitewashed as it was, had to admit 
that many hundreds of Nazi war criminals 
were welcomed to Canada in the decade 
after the war (for details, see “Canada 
Protects Nazi Butchers,” Spartacist Can-
ada No. 68, June 1987).

The reason? This was the period of the 
anti- Soviet Cold War, and these blood- 
drenched killers were embraced by the 
Canadian rulers as “freedom fighters” 
in the drive to destroy the Soviet Union. 
Ukrainian- Jewish historian Alti Rodal, 
author of a secret 560- page report to the 
Deschênes Commission, revealed how 
RCMP officers destroyed records to ease 
the immigration of Nazis and their East 
European henchmen. “After 1955 and the 
Cold War paranoia, the entire purpose 
of immigration screening seems to have 
been to keep out Communists,” she said. 
“If you could prove you were a Nazi, you 
had proved you were not a threat” (Globe 
and Mail, 18 March 1987).

Among those spirited into Canada were 
some 2,000 hard- core Ukrainian fascists. 
Some were members of the German- 
organized and commanded 14th Waffen 
Grenadier Division of the SS (Galician), 
which was renamed the First Division of 
the Ukrainian National Army following 
the Nazis’ surrender in May 1945. Oth-
ers were supporters of Stepan Bandera’s 
Organization of Ukrainian National-
ists (OUN), whose armed wing was the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA). It was 
of no concern to the Canadian ruling class 
that many of these people had committed 
heinous crimes.

Bandera’s OUN conducted anti- Jewish 
pogroms in whatever part of Ukraine it 
had active forces. The author of the OUN’s 
military doctrine in the late 1930s had 
announced: “The more Jews killed during 
the uprising, the better for the Ukrainian 
state.” In 1943- 44, the OUN carried out 
ethnic cleansing in Volyn and eastern 
Galicia, slaughtering between 70,000 
and 100,000 ethnic Polish civilians, along 
with the few Jews who had escaped the 
Germans. As for the Galician Waffen- SS, 
they were among the most fanatical fas-
cists who swore a military oath of alle-
giance to Hitler upon enlistment, seeking 
to destroy “Jew- Bolshevism.” Beginning 

 Toronto Star Reuters

Left: Paul Grod, president of Ukrainian Canadian Congress, who lauded Galician Waffen-SS, at January 2015 
 anti-Russia protest. Right: Ukrainian fascists assault trade-union headquarters in Odessa, May 2014, killing more 
than 40.
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Former Conservative Party cabinet minister Jason Kenney (center) unveils 
design for anti-Communist monument, December 2014.

Canadian Monument to Anti-Communism 
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War Criminals, Fascists 



20 MAY 2016 7

as Hitler’s personal bodyguard, the SS 
greatly expanded under Heinrich Himmler 
to carry out industrial- scale mass murder 
of Jews, communists and others deemed 
sub- human by the Nazis. On the Eastern 
front it was the SS Einsatzkommando 
units who butchered those civilians who 
had not been ensnared in the net of the 
extermination camps.

Waffen- SS as a  
Tribute to Liberty?

To this day, fascist collaborators of the 
German Nazis such as the OUN, the UPA 
and the Galician Waffen- SS are considered 
heroes by groups like the Ukrainian Cana-
dian Congress (UCC). And this brings us 
to Tribute to Liberty. Who are they?

Behind a veneer of respectability, Trib-
ute to Liberty is a counterrevolutionary 
rabble. Its spokesmen are, in the main, the 
offspring of immigrants from the parts of 
East Europe where capitalism was over-
turned after the local bourgeoisies fled be -
hind the defeated Nazis. One of its donors 
is the Canadian Slovak League (CSL). In 
“Memory Politics: Ottawa’s Monument 
to the Victims of Communism,” histo-
rian Gregor Kranjc cites RCMP reports 
during WWII which stated that the CSL 
supported the “policies of an independent 
Slovakia under Hitler.” Kranjc adds that 
“as late as the 1990s, the Canadian Slo-
vak League’s Toronto chapter commemo-
rated the death of Father Tiso, the leader 
of the Nazi puppet state of Slovakia who 
oversaw the deportation of tens of thou-
sands of Slovak Jews to the death camps” 
( activehistory.ca, 17 March 2015).

One of the Tribute notables is Paul 
Grod, a lawyer and business executive. 
Grod is the president of the UCC, which 
in turn is affiliated with the Ukrainian 
World Congress (UWC). True to its roots, 
the UWC’s webpage blares out, “Glory to 
Ukraine! —Glory to Heroes!” This is part 
of the salute of the fascist Banderaite UPA 
described above. Grod is also an honour-
ary member of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Civil Liberties Association (UCCLA), 
which was set up explicitly to oppose the 
Deschênes Commission’s feeble efforts to 
track down Nazi war criminals.

As UCC president, Grod’s 2010 Re mem-
brance Day message paid tribute to the 
Ukrainian National Army (aka the Gali-
cian Waffen- SS), the OUN and the UPA in 
his list of Ukrainian heroes to be saluted. 
The UCC and UCCLA glorify these fas-
cists because they fought against the Red 
Army. The mass murders of Jews and 
Poles carried out by the OUN and Gali-
cian SS are either denied or re labelled: 
savagery against Jews is  morphed into 
“respectable” anti- Communism as Jews 
were deemed to be Reds, hence agents of 
Stalin’s secret police, and thus fit only for 
extermination.

Whitewashing Fascists: 
Multiculturalism and 
Anti-Communism

The postwar embrace of Waffen- SS 
butchers is testimony to the fact that no 
mass murderer or war criminal is too 

filthy for the anti- Communist purposes of 
the Canadian ruling class. Indeed, hav-
ing saved these Ukrainian fascist scum 
and their supporters from the just wrath 
of those who stopped their genocidal 
drive, successive Canadian governments 
nurtured them with material support and 
respectability.

The cover for this has been the policy 
of multiculturalism. Promoted heavily by 
the Liberal Party as an expression of tol-
erance for all cultures (which is why many 
right- wingers hate it), this policy has noth-
ing to do with championing the rights of 
immigrants and minorities. Rather, it was 
designed to encourage the “voluntary” 
cultural and racial segregation of the pop-
ulation while elevating petty- bourgeois 

“community leaders.” Nationalist leaders 
in the Ukrainian diaspora quickly grasped 
the program’s potential and became 
among its most ardent supporters.

Swedish- American historian Per Anders 
Rudling has usefully exposed how official 
multiculturalism helped advance the for-
tunes of anti- Jewish ideologues and rabid 
Ukrainian reactionaries:

“Following the introduction of offi-
cial multiculturalism in 1971, Canadian 
government agencies actively aided the 
development of Ukrainian national-
ist myth making. They sponsored the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, funded 
the construction of nationalist memorials, 
and supported the ultra- nationalist press.”

— “Memories of ‘Holodomor’ and 
National Socialism in Ukrainian 
Political Culture,” Rekonstruk-
tion des Nationalmythos? (2013)

The University of Alberta in Edmonton, 
for example, has had a Canadian Institute 
for Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) since 1976. 
On its board was one Petro Savaryn, 
a volunteer in the Galician Waffen- SS 
who made no secret of his past, nor his 
pride in it. The Canadian ruling class 
seamlessly integrated such scum into 
its ranks: Savaryn was a vice- president 
of the Alberta Progressive Conservative 
Party and from 1982- 86 the chancellor 
of the University of Alberta. The CIUS 
administers bequests from veterans of the 
Waffen- SS, including from one Volodymr 
Kubijovyc, who was an initiator of this 
Nazi outfit. As recently as 2011 and 2014, 
this university institute issued four more 
endowments honouring these butchers! In 
the hands of Canada’s rulers, multicultur-
alism is more akin to the careful collec-
tion and preservation of pure cultures of 
pathogenic bacilli done by an imperialist 
germ warfare lab. What is prized is the 
most toxic.

This is not just ancient history: the Feb-
ruary 2014 “revolution” in Ukraine was 
in fact a coup, heavily backed by U.S. 
imperialism and leaders of the European 
Union. Its stormtroopers (rather literally) 
were outright fascists, organized mostly 
from two parties, Svoboda and Right 
Sector; both were represented in the new 
Ukrainian government and its military 
formations.

At the time of the coup, Svoboda’s leader 
Oleg Tyagnibok claimed that a “Moscow- 
Jewish mafia” controlled Ukraine. Svo-
boda was originally called the Social- 

National Party of Ukraine, an obvious 
reference to the German Nazi (National 
Socialist) party. As for Right Sector, it 
considers Svoboda too liberal (!) and one 
of its components prefers uniforms styled 
after Hitler’s SS. The leader of its Western 
Ukraine section, Aleksandr Muzychko, 
pledged shortly before his murder to fight 
against “Jews, communists and Russian 
scum until I die.” (For more detail, see 
“Ukraine Coup: Spearheaded by Fascists, 
Backed by U.S./EU Imperialists,” WV No. 
1041, 7 March 2014.)

From its origins in the Cooperative 
Commonwealth Federation (CCF), the 
NDP has stood at the forefront of anti- 
Communist hysteria. In the 1940s and 
’50s, the CCF played a crucial role in 

driving Reds out of the unions. More 
recently, the New Democrats were as 
rabid as Harper’s Conservatives on the 
question of political and material sup-
port for the new Ukrainian government 
and even more hawkish toward Russia. 
At a November 2014 celebration of the 
Kiev protests in Toronto, former NDP 
MP Peggy Nash sounded like a Bande-
raite revanchist: “One, it is important to 
stand firm against Putin and the foreign 
aggression of Ukraine, and we cannot 
ever accept the loss of Crimea or the loss 
of the territories in the east. We have to 
stand firm in solidarity with Ukraine!” 
(newpathway.ca, 11 December 2014). This 
must have been welcome news for the most 
anticipated speaker that night—Valeriy 
Chobotar, a commander of Right Sector 
forces in Donetsk!

Acting on behalf of the regime in 
Kiev and its imperialist sponsors includ-
ing Canada, Right Sector and other fas-
cist militias are waging a bloody war 
against insurgents in the predominantly 
Russian- speaking eastern provinces of 
Donetsk and Luhansk. As Leninist inter-
nationalists, we denounced the imperial-
ist hysteria over the obvious desire of the 
Crimean population to quit Ukraine and 
join Russia, declaring “Crimea is Rus-
sian!” We defend the right to self- rule for 
Donetsk and Luhansk, up to and including 
independence and/or amalgamation into 
Russia. This in no way implies political 
support to Russia’s capitalist strongman 

Vladimir Putin, or to Russia’s chauvinist 
ambitions.

What We Should Remember

Somehow we doubt that the Ottawa 
monument will record the Jews who per-
ished when Canada said, “None is too 
many.” Nor will you see any commem-
oration of the thousands of Ukrainian 
Communists who died in the fighting to 
establish the Soviet Ukraine after 1917, 
and later to defend it from the Nazi invad-
ers. In fact, it was the Bolshevik Party of 
V. I. Lenin and Leon Trotsky which, in 
leading revolutionary struggle against the 
Russian tsarist autocracy, championed the 
right of the oppressed Ukrainian people to 
self- determination. After the Revolution, 
it was Lenin who insisted on the right of 
working people to study the Ukrainian 
language and speak it in all Soviet insti-
tutions. Not all Ukrainians adore the fas-
cist ilk of the Banderaites, and many are 
horrified (along with their ethnic Russian 
neighbours in East Ukraine) at the gang of 
far- right nationalists now ruling in Kiev.

“Communism is the doctrine of the 
conditions for the liberation of the pro-
letariat”: Engels’ declaration, made more 
than 150 years ago, retains all its power 
today. In fact, communism is a society as 
yet unachieved on this planet, one where 
all the world’s productive resources have 
become collective property, where mate-
rial abundance exists for all persons and 
where class and national divisions have 
disappeared.

The struggle for a communist future 
remains the only way forward for working 
people in Canada as elsewhere. The bar-
barous capitalist profit system is rooted in 
brutal exploitation of the working class, 
oppression of minorities, vicious racism 
and war. The 1917 October Revolution 
showed the way to an egalitarian future 
for mankind, but Stalin and his successors 
betrayed this struggle. The first victims of 
his repression were the Trotskyists who 
fought to continue on the internationalist 
road of October, including Trotsky him-
self, who was killed by a Stalinist assassin 
in Mexico in 1940. To the end, Trotsky 
stood for the military defense of the 
Soviet Union, despite Stalin’s betrayals, 
recognizing its huge accomplishments 
thanks to the overthrow of capitalist 
rule. Today, we Trotskyists of the Inter-
national Communist League dedicate all 
our resources to the fight for new Octo-
ber Revolutions through the reforging of 
a world party of socialist revolution, the 
Fourth International.

The Canadian rulers seem intent on 
building this monument to a Big Lie. But 
note that a victorious workers revolution 
in Canada will have a few historical trib-
utes of its own, honouring heroic fighters 
against capitalism and oppression. As a 
modest start, what about taking the visage 
of the racist bigot and first prime min-
ister John A. Macdonald off the $10 bill 
and renaming every Macdonald Street in 
Canada? Instead, the workers could hon-
our the man he executed, Métis [people 
of mixed Native- European descent] leader 
Louis Riel. And among those to whom 
the workers will pay tribute are those 
who have struggled for the overthrow of 
imperialism and capitalist rule throughout 
the world, starting with the leaders of the 
Bolshevik Revolution. n
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whites and nonwhites” (New York Times, 
1 May).

The assault on the right to vote has 
mainly been carried out by Republican 
governors and legislators in the name of 
preventing “voter fraud.” Everyone knows 
this is a lie: the real motive is suppress-
ing the vote of black people and others 
who are likely to support the Democrats. 
For their part, the Democrats posture as 
defenders of the franchise, particularly in 
contested swing states, as they cynically 
exploit fears of the openly racist Repub-
licans to mobilize black voters. However, 
in the blue state Rhode Island, it was the 
Democratic legislature that instituted a 
voter ID law in 2011.

In office, the Democrats carry out mas-
sive assaults on black people, workers and 
the oppressed. Bill Clinton ended “wel-
fare as we know it” and escalated the “war 
on drugs,” sending more people to federal 
prison than under Reagan and Bush Sr. 
combined. Barack Obama bailed out Wall 
Street on the backs of working people 
and shredded democratic rights, as well 
as attacking the unions, deporting record 
numbers of immigrants and ordering mur-
derous drone strikes against civilians in 

South Asia, the Near East and Africa. 
We oppose on principle voting for any 
party that represents the capitalist class 
enemy, including both the Democrats and 
Republicans.

For the mass of the population, even the 
most basic democratic rights were won 
through bitter struggle. For black people, 
this struggle has been bitter indeed. A 
bloody Civil War was necessary to smash 
slavery and give former slaves the rights 
of citizens, including the right to vote and 
to hold office. But the promise of black 

equality during Radical Reconstruction 
was betrayed as the Northern capitalists 
forged an alliance with the former slave-
owners to exploit the former slaves. The 
freedmen were forced into sharecropping 
and tenant farming in the South, and the 
system of Jim Crow segregation emerged, 
with the Democratic Party as its architect. 
Through legal restrictions backed up by 
Klan terror, black people were effectively 
deprived of the right to vote.

The courageous battles of the civil rights 
movement of the 1950s- 60s regained for-

mal democratic rights for black people in 
the South. But the civil rights movement, 
crippled by a liberal, pro- Democratic 
Party leadership, was unable to challenge 
the poverty, joblessness, rotten housing, 
etc. which are embedded in American 
capitalism. And like all reforms in capi-
talist society, the gains of the civil rights 
movement were limited and reversible. 
Since the early 1970s there has been a 
relentless rollback of the gains won by the 
civil rights movement.

In 2013, the Supreme Court gutted the 
1965 Voting Rights Act with the rationale 
that racism had been largely overcome. 
This ruling kicked off a barrage of anti- 
voting laws. The same day the court ruled, 
the Texas attorney general announced the 
state would enact a law it had been trying 
to force through since 2012. Considered 
the most stringent voter ID law in the 
country, it requires voters to present photo 
identification such as a Texas driver’s or 
gun license, a military ID or a passport. In 
2012, a federal district court unanimously 
had ruled that this provision would dis-
proportionately burden poor minorities, 
forcing many to travel hundreds of miles 
to obtain the necessary paperwork. More 
recently, in a separate case, a federal court 
in Texas found that over 600,000 regis-
tered voters don’t have the requisite voter 
IDs. That decision was appealed by Texas 

Voting Rights...
(continued from page 1)

(NLRB), a federal judge barred the CWA 
from any further picketing of six New 
York hotels. This underscores that the 
capitalist courts and government are on 
the side of the bosses. 

De Blasio’s NYPD Scabherders

New York mayor Bill de Blasio’s profes-
sional scabherders, the NYPD, have been 
mobilized en masse to ensure that man-
agement and scabs can cross picket lines. 
In many locations, particularly in New 
York City, picketers are confined to police 
pens, and cops patrol the picket lines. On 
May 9, as the police were chauffeuring 
scabs through picket lines in front of the 
City View Inn in Long Island City, a cop 
driving a police van full of scabs plowed 
into a CWA member, sending him to the 
hospital. The cop then sped off, clipping a 
car in his rush to get away. Elsewhere, at a 
facility in Garden City, Long Island, local 
mounted police cleared a pathway for 
scabs through a picket line. The frustra-
tion of strikers, who carry placards bear-
ing the slogan “Don’t Cross Our Picket 
Line,” is enormous when scabs stroll into 
their work locations.

The strikebreaking role of the cops 
has been an eye- opener for many strik-
ers, who are fed the lie by trade union 
bureaucrats that cops are “union broth-
ers.” A representative of the Court Offi-
cers Association was one of the speakers 
at the May 5 strike rally in Manhattan. 
In a Facebook posting, Michael Gen-
dron, executive VP of CWA Local 1108, 
assured strikers that “the role of the 
police is to be impartial” and to “make 
sure that no one gets hurt.” No! The 
police are the armed thugs of the capital-

ist class. Class- conscious militants must 
fight for cops, prison guards and security 
guards to be thrown out of the unions—
they’re not part of the labor movement.

At the start of the strike last month, 
Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders, com-
peting in the New York Democratic presi-
dential primary, visited the picket lines to 
mouth support for the strike. The use of 
the cops against strikers by the “progres-
sive” de Blasio shows the true face of the 
Democratic Party. Deceptively promoted 
by union leaders as “friends of labor,” 
the Democrats are simply the other major 
party of U.S. capitalist rule.

It is necessary to build mass picket 
lines that scabs cannot cross. Mass pick-
ets would inevitably pose a confrontation 
with the cops, courts and government. To 
win would require mobilizing allies of 
the phone workers on the streets and on 
the picket lines to shut Verizon’s opera-
tion down. All of labor has a stake in the 
outcome of this critical strike. A number 
of major unions have sent contingents to 
the picket lines, including 32BJ SEIU 
property services workers, TWU Local 
100 transit workers and AFSCME DC 
37 city workers. The president of UWUA 
Local 1- 2 utility workers, whose mem-
bers recently voted to authorize a strike 
against Con Edison, spoke at a strike 
rally. Teamster drivers for UPS have 
been instructed not to cross Verizon 
picket lines to deliver packages. 

A major obstacle to building effec-
tive labor solidarity in action is the pro- 
capitalist union leadership. The great 
industrial unions were built through class- 
struggle methods such as mass pickets, 
sit- down strikes and secondary boycotts 
in the massive class battles of the 1930s 
and 1940s. (See our pamphlet Then and 
Now, which has sold well on the picket 
lines.) The trade union bureaucracy rarely 

takes a page from that union- building 
playbook these days. Instead, it prostrates 
itself before the anti- labor laws and pushes 
reliance on the capitalist government and 
its political parties, particularly the Dem-
ocrats. We fight for the complete indepen-
dence of the workers movement from the 
bourgeois state and the capitalist Repub-
lican and Democratic parties and for the 
forging of a class- struggle workers party.

Writing about the 1934 Minneapolis 
Teamsters strikes, which were led by 
Trotskyist militants and which forged the 
Teamsters as a powerful industrial union, 
James P. Cannon, the founding leader of 
American Trotskyism, underscored the 
political program that underpinned that 
victory:

“The policy of the class struggle guided 
our comrades; they couldn’t be deceived 
and outmaneuvered, as so many strike 
leaders of that period were, by this 
mechanism of sabotage and destruction 
known as the National Labor Board 
and all its auxiliary setups. They put no 
reliance whatever in Roosevelt’s Labor 
Board; they weren’t fooled by any idea 
that Roosevelt, the liberal ‘friend of labor’ 
president, was going to help the truck 
drivers in Minneapolis....
“Our people didn’t believe in anybody or 
anything but the policy of the class strug-
gle and the ability of the workers to pre-
vail by their mass strength and solidarity.”

— James P. Cannon, The History of 
American Trotskyism (1944)

For International Labor Solidarity!

A big issue for labor in this strike has 
been Verizon’s outsourcing and offshor-
ing of union work. Every trade unionist 
naturally opposes outsourcing to non- 
union outfits. However, for decades the 
union tops have responded to mass job 
losses and unemployment with calls for 
increased protectionism. The “save Amer-
ican jobs” chauvinism of the bureaucrats 
promotes the lie that workers in the U.S. 
have a common “national interest” with 
their exploiters. By blaming workers 
abroad for jobs lost in the U.S., it also 

serves to foment bigotry against Asian 
and Latino workers and to poison the pos-
sibility of international labor solidarity.

The prospects for such class solidarity 
across national borders were powerfully 
shown when call center workers in the 
Philippines doing contract work for Ver-
izon contacted the CWA to express their 
solidarity with the current strike. The 
CWA leadership took the positive step of 
sending a delegation, which met up with 
representatives of call center employee 
network BIEN Philippines, the Kilusang 
Mayo Uno (KMU) union, and the inter-
national telecommunications union feder-
ation UNI. On May 11, the CWA delega-
tion and these groups picketed a Verizon 
call center in Quezon City, in metropoli-
tan Manila. Later, when the unionists vis-
ited a Verizon office southeast of Manila, 
they were chased and stopped by masked 
company security guards on motorcycles 
brandishing au  tomatic weapons. These 
goons called in a police SWAT team who 
detained the unionists before eventually 
releasing them without charge. That same 
day, BIEN Philippines issued a statement 
calling on all Filipino call center workers 
to support the U.S. Verizon strikers and 
declaring that “their fight represents the 
global fight of workers for job security, 
decent working conditions and meaning-
ful wage.”

The system of capitalism is based on 
the exploitation of the working masses 
by the bourgeoisie, who seek ever greater 
profits. In a socialist society, the billions 
that today go into the coffers of a hand-
ful of bankers and industrialists would be 
used to provide free mass transit; quality 
medical and elder care; quality, integrated 
education; decent, affordable housing and 
clean water for all. But to secure all of 
these things requires a workers revolu-
tion led by a multiracial workers party 
that overthrows the capitalist system and 
replaces it with an egalitarian socialist 
society internationally. n

Verizon...
(continued from page 1)

April 22: Virginia 
governor Terry 
McAuliffe signs 
executive order 
restoring voting 
rights to more 
than 200,000 
ex-felons.
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May 9: 
Paramedics treat 

CWA picketer 
after he was hit 

by car driven 
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Stand Up to Verizon

Kilusang Mayo Uno (May 1st Movement) activists at rally in the Philippines 
supporting Verizon strike, giving taste of international workers solidarity.
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and last month, the Supreme Court left the 
law in place, giving the lower federal court 
until July 20 to rule on a challenge to it. 

Also in April, a federal court upheld 
North Carolina’s 2013 voter law, which 
axed same- day voter registration as well 
as preregistration for 16- and 17- year- olds. 
The law’s ID provision is so onerous that 
in one case a 94- year- old black woman 
had to make ten trips to the Division of 
Motor Vehicles, spending over 20 hours 
and driving more than 200 miles, because 
the name on her driver’s license did not 
exactly match her voter registration.

Social change does not come through 
the ballot box, but voting is a fundamen-
tal right that must be defended. Stripping 
the oppressed of the right to vote opens 
the way for broader attacks on their—and 
everyone else’s—democratic rights. A 
central pillar of American capitalism is 
the race- caste oppression of black people, 
who are in their majority forcibly seg-
regated at the bottom of society. At the 
same time, black workers are a key com-
ponent of the proletariat. The capital-
ist rulers use black oppression to divide 
the working class and drive down wages 
and working conditions for everyone. It 
is in the interests of the working class 
as a whole to champion the fight against 
every manifestation of black oppression.

Full Voting Rights  
for Prisoners and Ex- Felons!

The racist “war on drugs”—in reality a 
war on black people—has swept unprec-
edented numbers into America’s prison 
hellholes. Some 2.3 million people are 
today behind bars, nearly one million of 
them black, with many more on parole or 
probation. Mass incarceration has been 
instrumental in the racist purge of vot-
ing rolls. Nearly six million ex- felons are 
denied the vote; one of every 13 black 
adults is disenfranchised because of a 
criminal conviction.

As an April 27 article on the website 
of The Atlantic described, Virginia’s law 
disenfranchising felons is rooted in the 
state’s 1902 Jim Crow constitution. To 
deprive as many blacks as possible of 
the vote, Virginia’s 1902 constitutional 
convention voted to disenfranchise those 
convicted of treason, bribery, petty lar-
ceny, obtaining money or property under 
false pretenses, embezzlement, forgery 
or perjury. Many delegates were pleased 
that this also disenfranchised poor whites. 
While the poll taxes and literacy tests 
included in the constitution were eventu-
ally scrapped, Virginia’s felon disenfran-
chisement remained.

This April, Democratic governor Terry 
McAuliffe of Virginia, where one in five 
black people had lost the vote because 
of felony convictions, circumvented the 
Republican- run legislature and signed an 
executive order restoring voting rights to 
over 200,000 ex- felons, more than half of 
them black (though not to those on parole 
or probation). In February, Democrats in 
the Maryland state legislature overrode 
a veto by the Republican governor and 
restored voting rights to released felons. 
This month, the Delaware senate approved 
a bill that allows some ex- felons to vote. 

We support measures that expand vot-
ing rights and we oppose any restrictions 
on the rights of prisoners and released fel-
ons to vote. We also support the franchise 
for the foreign- born, whether citizens or 
not, as part of our fight for full citizen-
ship rights for all immigrants. At the 
same time, we warn against illusions in 
the Democrats, who are restoring voting 
rights to some ex- felons with the inten-
tion of mobilizing them as voting cattle. 
Indeed, McAuliffe is a longtime ally of 
(and fundraiser for) Hillary Clinton, and 
Virginia is an important swing state.

While the Democratic Party some-
times postures as the “friend” of blacks 
and labor, it is a capitalist party just as 
committed as the Republicans to the rac-
ist capitalist order. Attempts by leading 
black Democrats to put a good face on the 
Democratic Party are aimed at bringing 
young protesters against racist cop terror 
into the Democratic fold. Similar efforts 
by the trade -union bureaucrats, who have 
mobilized their members to stump for 

the Democrats, have disarmed the unions 
in the face of the government’s union- 
busting attacks.

The grim prospects of a lifetime of 
debt and poverty, and the racist cops’ 
coldblooded executions of black people 
and Latinos in the streets—all the misery 
of life in capitalist America—pose the 
burning question: Which way forward? 
Serious opposition to the ruling class’s 
onslaught against working people and the 
oppressed demands leadership—a revolu-
tionary workers party that links the fight 
against black oppression to the struggle of 
the working class to overthrow the system 
of capitalist wage slavery. To finally win 
black freedom will take a socialist revo-
lution that replaces this country’s racist 
ruling class with a workers government.

For a Workers America!

For all the prattle about American 
“democracy,” the U.S. was founded on the 
maxim that “the people who own the coun-
try ought to govern it,” as “founding father” 
John Jay put it. In the republic that emerged 
from the War of Independence, the fran-
chise was limited to property- owning white 
men. The barbaric system of chattel slavery 
was enshrined in the Constitution, which 
counted slaves as three- fifths of a person 
and gave the South control of the federal 
government. It took decades to expand the 
vote to poor white men, and it wasn’t until 
1920 that women got the vote. The voting 
age was only lowered to 18 in 1971.

American bourgeois democracy retains 
a host of undemocratic institutions de-
signed to protect the capitalist exploiters 
against the exploited and oppressed. These 
include the unelected Supreme Court; 
the Senate, which in the antebellum era 
ensured the domination of the Southern 
slaveholders; the imperial presidency and 
the Electoral College, which enables the 
rulers to override the popular vote. As we 
noted in 2001, just before George W. Bush 
was installed in the White House against 
the will of the voters, “We favor direct 
popular election of the president just as we 
favor proportional representation; political 
parties should be represented in Congress 
in relation to their strength among vot-
ers. But such democratic reforms would 
not change by one iota the class charac-
ter of the American state as a capitalist 
dictatorship” (“ISO Peddles Illusions in 
Capitalist ‘Democracy’,” WV No. 750, 19 
January 2001).

Regardless of the hypocrisy about the 
equality of all citizens before the law, cap-
italism is a system based on exploitation 
and oppression. The capitalist state—the 
army, cops, courts and prisons—serves 
one fundamental purpose: to suppress 
class and social struggle in order to main-
tain bourgeois rule and profits. The state 
cannot be reformed to serve the interests 
of the exploited and oppressed. It must be 
swept away through a socialist revolution 
that establishes in its place a workers state. 

It was this understanding that animated 

the Bolshevik Party that led the 1917 
socialist revolution in Russia. The young 
workers republic provided a living model 
of what it means for the working class 
to rule. Against the fraud of bourgeois 
democracy, Bolshevik leader V. I. Lenin 
illustrated how under workers democ-
racy, it is the proletariat and its allies who 
actually run the state through their soviets 
(workers councils):

“The old bourgeois apparatus—the 
bureaucracy, the privileges of wealth, of 
bourgeois education, of social connec-
tions, etc. (these real privileges are the 
more varied the more highly bourgeois 
democracy is developed)—all this dis-
appears under the Soviet form of orga-
nisation. Freedom of the press ceases to 
be hypocrisy, because the printing- plants 
and stocks of paper are taken away from 
the bourgeoisie. The same thing applies 
to the best buildings, the palaces, the 
mansions and manorhouses. Soviet power 
took thousands upon thousands of these 
best buildings from the exploiters at one 
stroke, and in this way made the right of 
assembly—without which democracy is a 
fraud—a million times more democratic 
for the people.” 

— V.I. Lenin, The Proletarian 
Revolution and the Renegade 
Kautsky (1918)

The racist, decaying capitalist order has 
long outlived any progressive purpose. 
Our aim is to forge the revolutionary, 
multiracial working- class party that will 
lead the proletariat to power and finally 
consign bloody capitalism to the trash can 
of history. n

helping in labor negotiations. Nothing 
could be further from the truth. The gov-
ernment is the executive committee of the 
capitalist class (the owners of the mines, 
the manufacturing plants and the banks), 
and does everything in its power to defend 
the ability of the capitalists to exploit the 
workers. That includes using its armed 
forces and police to break strikes, using 
its courts and prisons to go after union 
leaders and passing laws against every-
thing that the working class needs to do 
to defend itself and protect its interests.

The main purpose of the Federal Labor 
Law (LFT), which has been in effect since 
the early 1930s, was to legitimize the 
intervention of the bourgeois state into 
workers’ struggles and provide a “legal” 
framework for maintaining capitalist 
exploitation. In any case, the bourgeoi-
sie has been chipping away at the limited 
rights enshrined in the LFT, implementing 
changes to the law that have made it easier 
for the bosses to avoid granting benefits, 
outsource jobs and get rid of workers.

One of the issues in the recent strike 
was the hiring of non- union workers at 
the plant and leaving jobs normally filled 
by unionized workers vacant. This is a 
transparent attempt to weaken the union 
and cut back on labor costs, since non- 
union workers have far fewer rights and 
benefits. In April 2001, the Supreme 
Court declared that those sections of 
the LFT permitting closed shops were 

unconstitutional. The right of a union 
to demand that all the workers at a 
given company be union members is an 
important weapon in the workers’ arsenal 
against the bosses, who seek to divide the 
working class and weaken its organiza-
tions by hiring non- unionized labor.

Internationally, there has been a growth 
of temporary and subcontracted work. This 
has served to undermine the labor move-
ment but has also sparked various kinds of 
union struggle. From the existence of labor 
brokers in South Africa and the prolifera-
tion of temporary contracts for young work-
ers in Europe to the replacement of union-
ized jobs by non- unionized ones through 
outsourcing, all over the world there is an 
urgent need to organize the unorganized 
and fight the bosses’ divide- and- rule strat-
egies through joint class struggle.  

The bourgeoisie also pushes nationalist 
ideology in its attempt to prevent work-
ers from uniting across borders. In fact, 
in order to fully bring its power to bear 
against huge global corporations, the 
working class—whether steel workers in 
Mexico or iron ore miners from Canada 
to South Africa—must be united against 
its common enemy. The defense of the 
class interests of the proletariat must 
be imbued with the program of interna-
tional solidarity and struggle that Marx 
and Engels inscribed on the banner of 
the communist movement more than 160 
years ago: “Workers of the world, unite.”

The union bureaucracy serves to tie the 
working class to the bourgeoisie through 
one or another capitalist party, i.e., through 
the illusion that the capitalist system of 

exploitation can be made to work for the 
proletariat. To the contrary, the working 
class must mobilize independently of the 
bourgeoisie. Break with the PRD [Party of 
the Democratic Revolution] and Morena 
[Movement for National Regeneration]! 
For a workers party! 

Only in this way will the proletariat be 
able to fight for its historic interests: the 
overthrow of capitalism and the establish-
ment of a society in which production is 
aimed at satisfying human needs. n
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the Stalinist ruling party in the former 
Polish People’s Republic (PRL), which ran 
as part of a bourgeois coalition. The SLD 
was already marginalized in the 2005 par-
liamentary elections, a result of its many 
years of betrayals of the working people.

The measures introduced by the PiS 
government have provoked a wave of mass 
demonstrations beginning last December, 
something not seen in this country for 
many years. These protests have been led 
by the newly established Committee for the 
Defense of Democracy (KOD), supported 
by Nowoczesna and PO. Demonstrating 
under national and European Union (EU) 
flags “in defense of the Constitution,” the 
KOD has criticized the regime’s violation of 
the separation of executive, legislative and 
judicial powers. The KOD’s name recalls 
the KOR (Workers Defense Committee), 
which in the late 1970s and ’80s played a 
pivotal role in the formation of Solidar-
ność, and its rallies attract mainly older 
generations of supporters of the Solidar-
ność counterrevolution of 1989- 90. Razem 
has also organized several small demon-
strations. And beginning in April, there 
has been a wave of protests against plans 
to outlaw abortion under all circumstances. 
The Spartacist Group of Poland, section of 
the International Communist League, has 
intervened in the anti- government protests 
with our unique line in opposition to Soli-
darność counterrevolution and for a Lenin-
ist workers party that champions the cause 
of all the oppressed.

Both the PiS and the bourgeois opposi-
tion rely on anti- communism. While the 
KOD accuses the PiS of acting like the 
old Stalinist regime, PiS leader Kaczynski 
labels his opponents “communists and 
thieves” and “the worst sort of Poles.” 
Pawel Kukiz, a sometime PiS ally, asserts 
that the KOD is financed by a “Jewish 
banker.” Another parliamentarian, Kor-
nel Morawiecki, invokes the language of 
Hitler lieutenant Hans Frank, who ran the 
Nazi administration of occupied Poland, 
ranting that, “Law is not sacred. The good 
of the nation is above it.... If it does not 
serve the nation, it is lawlessness.” The PiS 
and Kukiz’15 benches in the Sejm erupted 
in a standing ovation for these words. In 
the 1980s Morawiecki was the founder 
and leader of an underground counterrev-
olutionary group, Fighting Solidarność.

Solidarność Counterrevolution 
Meant Poverty for Working People

The PiS and PO can both rightly claim 
the mantle of Solidarność. The future PO 
and PiS leaders were politically shaped as 
reactionaries by that movement. The “neo-
liberal,” pro- EU policy of the PO (repre-
sented by current EU “president” Don-
ald Tusk) is one face of Solidarność; the 
overtly chauvinist, clericalist and populist 
stance of the PiS is the other. Solidarność 
promised that the overthrow of the PRL 
deformed workers state and the embrace 
of the Western bankers and the U.S.- led 

anti- Soviet NATO alliance would usher in 
a second “miracle on the Vistula” [where 
Jozef Pilsudski’s imperialist- backed Polish 
forces stopped the Red Army advance on 
Warsaw in 1920] in the form of instant 
Western- style prosperity. The PiS claims 
that this promise was betrayed by a cabal 
of former “Communists” and their agents 
(supposedly including Solidarność leader 
Lech Walesa!) working in cahoots with 
foreign capitalists. This appeal to the mil-
lions of disgruntled Polish workers and 
farmers who do not have access to the lux-
uries of the newly rich is garnished with a 
sprinkling of populist proposals to benefit 
“real” Poles, such as an increase in family 
child benefits and a return to the previous 
age of retirement, which the PO had raised.

The truth is that Walesa, the Kaczynskis 
and Tusk all share responsibility for the 
impoverishment of the working people, 
which was the inevitable result of the 
victory of Solidarność. From the moment 
Solidarność consolidated around a pro-
gram for capitalist counterrevolution at its 
founding congress in September 1981, we 
described it as an instrument of the CIA, 
the Vatican and the Western bankers and 
raised the call: “Stop Solidarność Coun-
terrevolution!” In December 1981, we 
supported General Wojciech Jaruzelski’s 
military deployment to spike an attempt 
by Solidarność to seize power, writing:

“Lech Walesa’s Solidarność was mov-
ing to overthrow not merely the corrupt 
and discredited Stalinist regime, but 
social gains inherited from the Bolshe-
vik Revolution—centrally a collectivized 
planned economy—which were bureau-
cratically extended to Poland after the 
Red Army liberated the country from 
Nazi occupation. That is why this Pol-
ish ‘free trade union’ is supported by the 
forces of imperialist reaction.”

— “Solidarność Counterrevolution 
Checked: Power Bid Spiked,” 
WV No. 295, 18 December 1981

Trotskyists struggled for proletarian 
political revolution to replace the para-
sitic Stalinist bureaucracy with the rule 
of workers councils based on defense of 
the socialized property.

The collectivization of the Polish econ-
omy and the consolidation of a workers 
state in the late 1940s, though bureaucrat-
ically deformed from its inception, repre-
sented an enormous gain for the working 
people. For the first time, the masses 
had universal access to free education 
and health care, to jobs for all and apart-
ments. New schools, kindergartens, hospi-
tals, apartment blocks and factories were 
built across the country. Gone were the 
Pilsudskiite and Endek (National Demo-
crat) reactionaries who had ruled interwar 
Poland for the benefit of the British and 
French imperialists—imprisoning Com-
munists, drowning workers struggles in 
blood, persecuting Jews, Ukrainians and 
other minorities. The retrograde Catholic 
hierarchy no longer had a stranglehold 
over the populace: education became secu-
lar and abortion was available on demand.

These gains were achieved at consid-
erable cost: some 600,000 Red Army sol-
diers who died in liberating the country 
from Nazi tyranny. Many more Soviet 
soldiers, Polish Communists and Jews who 
survived the Holocaust were slaughtered 
after World War II by cutthroat reaction-
ary gangs, remnants of the Home Army 
today known as the “cursed soldiers,” who 
sought a return to the old order. However, 
the workers state was also undermined 
by the nationalism and bureaucratic mis-
management of the Stalinist bureaucracy. 

Three times—in 1956, 1970 and 1976—
the workers rose up against Stalinist mis-
rule, opening a perspective of a proletarian 
political revolution, whose victory would 
have resulted in workers democracy and a 
restoration of the revolutionary and inter-
nationalist traditions of the historically 
pro- socialist Polish proletariat personified 
by Rosa Luxemburg.

But Solidarność, after emerging from 
a mass strike at the Gdansk shipyard in 
1980, was different. It spurned those revo-
lutionary traditions and instead embraced 
Pilsudski, Pope Wojtyla and the anti- 
Soviet and anti- union U.S. president, Ron-
ald Reagan. Once in power, Solidarność 
dismantled the collectivized economy 
and instituted an imperialist- dictated eco-
nomic “shock therapy” that reduced the 
working people to penury. Among the ear-
liest acts of the Solidarność government 
was the suppression of a rail strike in the 
Pomerania region in 1990. Presiding over 
the assault on the living standards of the 
Polish masses were not only the precur-
sors of PO, but Walesa and his allies of 
the time, the Kaczynski twins. Jaroslaw 

Kaczynski helped in Walesa’s campaign 
when he won the presidency in late 1990.

Following the capitalist reunification of 
Germany, our comrades of the Spartakist 
Workers Party of Germany warned in a 
June 1990 “Letter to Polish Workers”:

“Now Solidarność has taken over the reins 
of government. What has this brought you? 
You are being forced to suffer the kind of 
economic ‘shock treatment’ usually car-
ried out by Latin American juntas. You are 
being bled white by the Frankfurt bankers, 
by Wall Street and by the world bankers 
cartel, the International Monetary Fund....
“Now you are threatened with being 
turned into vassals by German imperial-
ism in its drive for a Fourth Reich.”

— Reprinted in WV No. 504,  
15 June 1990

Solidarność served as the spearhead for 
capitalist counterrevolution throughout 
East Europe and the Soviet Union. (Its 
consolidation as a pro- capitalist move-
ment is documented in Platforma Spar-
takusowców No. 14, Summer 2007, trans-
lated from the 1981 Spartacist pamphlet, 
“Solidarność—Polish Company Union for 
CIA and Bankers.”) The restoration of cap-
italism in the former Soviet Union, home-
land of the October Revolution of 1917, 
was a historic defeat for workers and the 
oppressed around the globe, fueling eco-
nomic misery and internecine conflict and 
encouraging the imperialists to ride rough-
shod over weaker countries and peoples. 
We in the ICL are proud that we stood at 

our posts from Berlin to Moscow, throwing 
our forces into the struggle to defend the 
endangered workers states against the wave 
of counterrevolution in 1989- 92 and fight-
ing for proletarian political revolutions.

In contrast, the fake- Trotskyist social 
democrats enthusiastically embraced Sol-
idarność. Among those were the prede-
cessors of Socialist Alternative, affiliated 
to the Committee for a Workers’ Inter-
national, and Employee Democracy (PD), 
linked to the British Socialist Work-
ers Party founded by Tony Cliff. These 
groups went on to hail [Boris] Yeltsin’s 
counterrevolution in the Soviet Union in 
1991- 92 and have since spent many years 
tailing after various Solidarność splin-
ters. Most recently, the Polish Cliffites 
called for a vote for the petty- bourgeois 
Razem, which embraces the “democratic 
opposition” against the former workers 
state (partiarazem.pl, 7 November 2015).

Anti- Immigrant Racism Fueled 
PiS Electoral Victory

The elections took place amid a crisis 
in the EU over the mass wave of immigra-
tion to Europe, intensified by imperialist 
bombing and civil war in Syria and impe-
rialist depredations elsewhere in the Near 
East and Africa. Kaczynski used the elec-
tion campaign to denounce immigrants for 
allegedly using churches in Italy as toilets 
and to proclaim that there were “sharia 
enclaves” in Sweden and other countries in 
Western Europe that the police could not 
enter. Echoing [Nazi propagandist Joseph] 
Goebbels’s racist propaganda against the 
Jews in occupied Poland during World 
War II, he railed against Muslim immi-
grants introducing “cholera on Greek 
islands; dysentery in Vienna; various 
types of parasites, protozoa, which aren’t 
dangerous in the organisms of these 
people, but which could be dangerous 
here.” Such racist poison is also seen in 
Poland’s southern neighbors: it dominated 
the recent parliamentary elections in Slo-
vakia, from re- elected social- democratic 
prime minister Robert Fico to the fascists.

The PiS victory has further emboldened 
the fascist gangs that proliferated in the 
wake of the counterrevolution. The fascists 
have staged numerous anti- Muslim rallies 
and marches as well as physical attacks 
against immigrants. Anti- immigrant rallies 
are ten times bigger than pro- immigrant 
ones. On 11 November 2015, the biggest 
ever “Independence March” in Warsaw 
drew 70,000 fascists and their sympathiz-
ers marching under the slogan “Poland 
for Poles.” Among the slogans chanted 
was “Non- Islamic, non- secular—Great 
Catholic Poland!” and the old Fighting 
Solidarność chant, “On the trees, instead 
of leaves, Communists will be hanging.” 
An anti- Muslim march organized the same 
day by the fascist NOP in Wroclaw num-
bered 10,000. In today’s Poland, it is not 
only Syrian refugees who suffer from bru-
tal beatings, but also Chilean, Indian and 
other immigrants. In the town of Limanowa 
near Krakow, Roma (Gypsy) community 
homes were covered with racist slogans last 
November  while anti- immigrant posters 
appeared with the call: “No to an Islamic 
district in our town!” This was followed by 
a PiS politician calling to “disperse” the 
Roma “ghetto.”

The previous Civic Platform govern-
ment of Ewa Kopacz also contributed to 
the current anti- immigrant wave. While 
shying away from accepting the quota 
of Syrian refugees imposed by the EU, 
Kopacz announced last May that as a 
“Christian country” Poland would take in 
60 families of Syrian Christians. Finally, 
the EU- loyal PO- PSL government agreed 
to admit about 7,000 Syrian refugees in 
2016- 17. However, PiS government offi-
cials have frequently stated that they 
won’t admit any immigrants, with Prime 
Minister Szydlo saying: “I don’t see any 
possibility of migrants coming to Poland 
at the moment,” claiming that they might 
be “terrorists” (superstacja.tv, 23 March).

Today the bourgeoisie seizes on Mus-
lims as a convenient scapegoat to redirect 
the social anger provoked by capitalist 
exploitation, placing them on the list of 
“Poland’s enemies” alongside homosexu-
als and Jews. Hitler’s war against “Jew- 
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Bolshevism” fit in neatly with the Polish 
nationalist myth of a “Jewish- Communist” 
conspiracy against Poland. After the 
counterrevolution, the Polish bourgeoi-
sie enshrined in its 1997 constitution the 
despicable equation of communism with 
Hitlerite fascism. A new chapter in this 
murderous mythology has been added 
by Szydlo’s minister of national defense, 
Antoni Macierewicz, a notorious fan of the 
anti- Jewish tsarist forgery, The Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion. Macierewicz claims 
that “terrorism” is “a product of socialist- 
Soviet thought,” which he blames for “pro-
voking a giant wave of people’s migration, 
which is to destabilize the whole European 
continent” (tv- trwam.pl, 11 March). He 
later added that such “terrorism” has its 
“media form,” as exemplified by the “leaf-
leting activities of the Bolshevik army in 
1939” (wyborcza.pl, 17 March).

These anti- communist tirades amount 
to a threat that disseminating leaflets prop-
agating socialist ideas or defending immi-
grants might bring accusations of “terror-
ism” by the Polish capitalist state. If any 
class- conscious worker has doubts about 
whether to defend immigrants against rac-
ist attacks, you should keep in mind that 
your trade union or leftist organ ization is 
next in the crosshairs of the same capi-
talist state and the fascist goon squads. 
Down with the anti- immigrant and anti- 

communist witchhunt!

The working class is the only social 
class that has the power and interest to 
champion all the oppressed on the road to 
ousting the class rule of the bourgeoisie 
and replacing it with a socialized planned 
economy under the rule of workers coun-
cils. This understanding was formulated 
by Lenin in What Is To Be Done? (1902): 
the vanguard of the working class, repre-
sented by the revolutionary party, should 
act as the “tribune of the people.” Lenin’s 
Bolshevik Party fulfilled this role, as was 
evident in the composition of the first 
revolutionary government of Soviet Rus-
sia, many members of which came from 
various oppressed peoples of the tsarist 
“prison house of peoples.” For example, 
Trotsky was Jewish, Stalin was Georgian 
and Felix Dzerzhinsky—who was the first 
leader of the Cheka, the Soviet commission 
to combat counterrevolution—was Polish.

As revolutionary Marxists, we don’t 
give advice to the bourgeoisie on its 
immigration quotas. The call for “open 
borders” raised by some bourgeois lib-
erals and leftist groups reflects illusions 
in the EU as a superstate, moreover one 
representing a “social Europe”; these are 
bourgeois myths. We call on the working 
class to struggle for full citizenship rights 

for all immigrants who are in this country. 
For worker/minority mobilizations to stop 

fascist attacks! No to racist deportations!

Reactionary Catholic Offensive 
Against Women

The government’s election promise of 
500 zlotys [$127] in [monthly] benefits for 
every child a family has after the first one, 
aimed at enhancing its populist stance, will 
actually serve to reinforce the oppressive 
bourgeois family and help drive women 
out of the labor market. The PiS electoral 
victory has fueled social reaction across 
the board and encouraged the Catholic 
church in its attacks on women, sexual 
minorities and youth, as seen for exam-
ple in plans to bar access to the “morning 
after” pill without a prescription, which 
will especially affect young women.

More recently, Kaczynski and Szydlo 
spoke out in favor of a renewed initiative 
by the Catholic hierarchy for a total ban 
on abortion. The existing law, enacted 
in 1993, overturned the right to abortion 
under the deformed workers state. The 
1993 law is called a “compromise” because 
it allows for abortion when the fetus is seri-
ously deformed, when pregnancy poses an 
immediate threat to the woman’s life or 
health or is the result of rape or incest—
and even then only if the doctor’s “con-
science” allows for performing an abor-
tion. But a total ban on abortion remains 
widely unpopular, especially among poor 
and working- class women who cannot 
afford to travel outside the country to get 
one. When the bishops issued a diktat to 

Catholics demanding support for a total 
ban, it sparked a series of mass demonstra-
tions against the “torture of women,” com-
plemented by dramatic staged walkouts 
from churches as the priests were reading 
the pastoral letter during Sunday mass.

Initiated by Razem, the protests were 
soon taken over by a coalition of feminist 
and other “non- party” groups hoping to 
attract the KOD, whose support for demo-
cratic rights goes no further than defending 
the draconian 1993 “compromise.” But not 
all protesters accept the shackles fashioned 
by Solidarność counterrevolution, as shown 
by a chant at a rally in front of the Sejm 
on April 9: “Liberty, equality, abortion on 
demand!” We say: Free abortion on demand 

as part of quality health care for all! Down 

with the concordat! For strict separation of 

church and state! A revolutionary workers 
government would expropriate all church 

properties in Poland. As history has shown, 
women will be among the most tenacious 
fighters for a socialist revolution.

Down With NATO and the EU!

The imperialist overlords of the EU 
hypocritically wring their hands over the 
new government’s threats to the “rule of 
law.” But the PiS regime simply ignored 
an appeal by the EU’s Venice Commis-
sion that “Warsaw end a standoff with its 
highest court by accepting a ruling that 
the government broke the law” (ft.com, 
11 March). U.S. Republican Senator John 
McCain, joined by two Democrats, wrote 
an open letter to Szydlo appealing to 
“shared democratic values” and express-
ing concern that the government’s actions 
against the Constitutional Tribunal and 
state media “undermine Poland’s role as 
a democratic model for other countries in 
the region.” Szydlo replied: “The inter-
est and good will of the American poli-
ticians cannot be changed into instruct-
ing and imposing actions concerning my 
fatherland” (reuters.com, 14 February). 

Notwithstanding this cynical charade, 
the PiS is not about to snub its imperialist 
patrons nor are Washington and the EU 
about to cut off Poland. On February 16, 
the New York Times published a grovel-
ing piece by PiS foreign affairs minister 
Witold Waszczykowski. This avowed 
“Islamophobe” pointed to Poland’s “shared 

history and values” with the U.S. and 
boasted: “Poland takes its NATO obliga-
tions very seriously,” especially in oppos-
ing “Russia’s aggression.” Waszczykowski 
ran through capitalist Poland’s long history 
of service to U.S. imperialism, from troop 
deployments in Afghanistan and Iraq to 
its agreement to host an American missile 
base targeting Putin’s capitalist Russia.

Even after the destruction of the Soviet 
degenerated workers state in 1991- 92, the 
Polish bourgeoisie retained its deep- seated 
anti- Russian chauvinism. Defense Minister 
Macierewicz insists that Russia has been 
at war with Poland since the presidential 
plane crashed in 2010 while landing in fog 
in [the Russian city of] Smolensk, killing 
Lech Kaczynski and much of Poland’s mil-
itary and political elite. Without any evi-
dence, Macierewicz claims the plane was 
blown up by Russia. Kaczynski and Co. 

were on their way to a commemoration of 
the Polish officers killed by Stalin’s secret 
police in 1940 in the Katyn forest. As we 
wrote earlier on Katyn:

“Revolutionary Marxists do not support 
the indiscriminate killing of the bourgeois 
officer caste any more than that of factory 
owners or bourgeois politicians. (Those 
personally responsible for crimes and 
atrocities against the working masses are 
another matter; they will certainly be sub-
ject to revolutionary justice.) Nevertheless, 
Katyn is not a crime against the Polish 
working people. These were the military 
officers of a fascistic, anti- Semitic dicta-
torship which regularly butchered workers 
and even bourgeois dissidents.”

— “Pilsudski and Counterrevolu-
tion in Poland,” WV No. 293, 
20 November 1981

For its part, U.S. imperialism needs 
Poland not only as a model for “demo-
cratic” counterrevolution in the remain-
ing deformed workers states (China, 
Cuba, Vietnam, North Korea, Laos) but 
also as a springboard for NATO provoca-
tions against Russia. The Obama admin-
istration has sent a stream of diplomats to 
Poland to make sure that the NATO sum-
mit to be held in Warsaw in July goes 
smoothly. The summit is to be preceded 
by military maneuvers near Russia’s 
western flank involving 25,000 troops 
from 24 countries. No to U.S. troops and 

bases in Poland! Down with NATO!

That working people look to the PiS (and 
rightist and fascist formations elsewhere) 

because of its chauvinist “Euroskeptic” 
stance speaks to the bankruptcy of the social 
democrats who embrace the EU. Originat-
ing as an economic adjunct to the anti- 
Soviet NATO alliance, the European Union 
is a reactionary imperialist- dominated 
consortium, with Germany on top, whose 
purpose is to better squeeze sweat from the 
workers in their own countries and more 
effectively dominate the weakest countries, 
like Greece today. We Trotskyists oppose 
this imperialist project from the standpoint 
of proletarian internationalism. Likewise, 
we opposed the extension of the EU in 
2004 (when Poland joined). The European 
imperialists raised a series of criteria for 
entry into the EU that represented a pro-
gram of brutal social attacks. For example, 
in Poland the significantly reduced mining 
sector was “rendered competitive,” that is, 
miners were laid off en masse and pits were 
closed. Unemployment compensation was 
so low that it was not enough for survival. 
Referring to the fact that the German car 
manufacturer Opel [a subsidiary of General 
Motors] paid lower wages at its factory in 
Poland, our German comrades wrote:

“Workers in Germany must help workers 
in Poland to fight for decent wages and 
working conditions against the greed for 
capitalist profits which was unleashed by 
the counterrevolution. For this, a revo-
lutionary party is necessary, based on a 
program of internationalist class strug-
gle. Ultimately, only a planned economy 
under the control of the working class can 
eliminate the glaring economic and social 
differences between various countries.”

— Spartakist No. 157, Winter 
2004- 5 [quoted in WV No. 848, 
13 May 2005]

It is necessary to fight for workers rev-
olutions to sweep away all the European 
bourgeoisies on the road to the formation 
of a Socialist United States of Europe. It 
will take a massive expansion of the forces 
of production under the rule of the prole-
tariat to lay the basis for a world socialist 
order, which will finally transcend the 
historically obsolete framework of nation- 
states and put an end to hunger, oppression 
and war. Down with the imperialist EU!

As the PiS intends to build a strong 
“national” industry out of the myriad of 
small and medium Polish- owned factories 
which flourished on the remnants of the 
once significant socialized industrial base 
destroyed after the counterrevolution, it 
will increase the exploitation of the prole-
tariat in Poland. In order to struggle effec-
tively against the reactionary PiS regime, 
Polish workers must counterpose proletar-
ian internationalist solidarity to chauvin-
ism and defend the democratic rights of all 
the oppressed in capitalist society. Inspired 
by the legacy of the “Three L’s”—Lenin, 
Luxemburg and Liebknecht—the prole-
tariat must once again fight for the revo-
lutionary unity of the Russian, Polish and 
German workers. The aim of the SGP is to 
build a revolutionary workers party, mod-
eled on the Bolshevik Party of Lenin and 
Trotsky. For new October Revolutions! For 

the reforging of Trotsky’s Fourth Interna-

tional, world party of socialist revolution! n

The following was written by our 
comrades in the Spartakusowska Grupa 
Polski.
MAY 15—On March 31, four members 
of the Communist Party of Poland (KPP) 
were sentenced in absentia by the court in 
Dabrowa Górnicza, in southern Poland, 
to nine months of community service 
and fines for propagating a “totalitarian 
system of state.” Their alleged “crime”: 
publishing “contents referring directly to 
the idea of a communist system of state 
and to Marxism and Leninism…which, 
in the context of historical experience, 
is a negation of democratic values” 
( trybuna.eu, 28 April). The next day, 
the lower house of parliament, the Sejm, 
unanimously adopted a law banning 
the use of names for buildings, streets 
and squares that “commemorate people, 
organizations, events or dates symboliz-
ing communism” (trybuna.eu, 4 April).

The attack on the KPP represents 
the most serious attempt to criminalize 
communism in bourgeois Poland since 
the ban on ”communist symbolism” 
in 2010, which was overturned by the 
Constitutional Tribunal after being in 
force for a year. It is in the class interest 
of all workers organizations to demand: 
Down with the convictions of the KPP 

activists! Down with the ban on com-

munist ideas and all moves to eliminate 

communist symbols—especially monu-

ments to the Soviet soldiers who liber-

ated Poland from Hitlerite fascism! 
These attacks are taking place under 

the rightist one- party Law and Justice 
(PiS) government, the clericalist suc-
cessor to the Solidarność counterrevolu-
tion that overthrew the Polish deformed 
workers state in 1989- 90. The assault 
on the right of leftists to organize goes 
hand in hand with heightened threats 

against Jews, Roma and immigrants and 
coincides with the government’s drive 
to ban abortion completely. It is also a 
part of the PiS’s efforts to consolidate 
authoritarian rule, in accordance with 
the reactionary traditions of the Polish 
bourgeoisie in the interwar period.

While we differ programmatically 
with the reformist- Stalinist KPP, we 
insist that the government’s vicious 
vendetta against communism targets 
not just this party but the democratic 
rights of all leftist and working- class 
organizations. At bottom, by attempt-
ing to outlaw Marxist views, the gov-
ernment seeks to outlaw the right to 
organize and to rob the working class 
of the only program through which 
it can become conscious of its class 
interest in replacing this capitalist sys-
tem with workers rule—the first step 
toward building a socialist future.

Anti-missile  
system in Poland, 

January 2016.  
U.S. and Polish 

military cooperation 
under NATO  

is aimed at  
capitalist Russia.
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Down With Court Sentences of Polish Communists!
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The following article is translated 
from Espartaco No. 45 (May 2016), 
newspaper of the Grupo Espartaquista 
de México.

In a refreshing show of power, 
Local 271 of the Mexican mining and 
steel workers union (SNTMMSRM) 
went on strike in March against the 
global steel giant ArcelorMittal. For 
more than a year, the biggest steel 
producer in the world has been tell-
ing its workers in Lázaro Cárdenas, 
Michoacán, that some of them will 
have to be sacrificed so that the com-
pany can maintain its obscene profits. 
(ArcelorMittal’s CEO is worth $13.1 
billion.) After many months of nego-
tiations and in response to more than 
300 layoffs, 3,500 workers at the steel 
plant stopped production at noon on 
Friday, March 4. The workers paid no 
heed to the decision by the Federal 
Conciliation and Arbitration Board 
(JFCA) an hour earlier refusing gov-
ernment authorization for the strike.

Seeing that the workers were not 
cowed by the JFCA, the government 
threatened to send in its armed thugs 
to ensure the safety of the plant and 
its surroundings. The workers know 
exactly what that means, since two of their 
comrades died at the hands of government 
forces while defending their strike ten 
years ago. This time, the union mobilized 
quickly, got letters of support from pow-
erful workers organizations internation-

ally and led a demonstration on March 12 
of about 10,000 people, including other 
union contingents (notably the SNTE/
CNTE teachers). In the end, the union set-
tled the strike; instead of being laid off, 
125 unionized workers were relocated and 

81 took voluntary early retirement with 
100,000 pesos [$5,500] in severance pay. 
The workers also won no reprisals and 
full pay for the days of the strike. 

The SNTMMSRM as a long history 
of confrontation with the mining bosses. 

The fact that miners receive better 
wages than most workers in Mexico 
is a reflection of their being organized 
in a union and being willing to play 
hardball. Likewise, the bosses under-
stand that their profits derive from the 
labor of the miners, steel workers and 
others who play a role in the produc-
tion of steel. The bosses would like to 
destroy the union and trample on the 
workers at will. They have not suc-
ceeded, though not for lack of trying.

On 19 February 2006, a mine 
explosion in Pasta de Conchos, Coa-
huila, killed 65 miners. In the wake 
of this industrial murder, and in a 
clear attempt to divert attention away 
from itself and the mining bosses, 
the government launched a union- 
busting attack, removing the national 
leader of the union [Napoleon Gómez 
Urrutia], bringing charges against 
him and freezing the union’s bank 
accounts. After other union officials 
were arrested, Gómez Urrutia fled 
to Canada. On the heels of repeated 
work stoppages throughout the coun-
try protesting the attack, a 2006 strike 
in Lázaro Cárdenas, which lasted over 
four months, handed the bosses and 
their government a humiliating defeat: 
the workers got their raise, they got 
paid for the duration of the strike, and 
the company had to recognize Gómez 

Urrutia as general secretary of the union. 
We oppose binding arbitration in the 

struggles between labor and capital. The 
government tries to pretend, through the 
JFCA, that it is a neutral intermediary 

We print below the translation of an 
article from Platforma Spartakusowców 
No. 20 (April 2016), newspaper of the Spar-
takusowska Grupa Polski, Polish section of 
the International Communist League.

Since its victory in the parliamen-
tary elections last October, the clerical- 
chauvinist Law and Justice (PiS) Party 
led by Jaroslaw Kaczynski has launched 
a series of rapid- fire measures aimed at 
stifling dissent and implementing its reac-
tionary agenda. While the PiS previously 
led a coalition government a decade ago, 
and Lech Kaczynski, Jaroslaw’s twin 
brother, was president until his death in 
2010, this is the first time since the resto-
ration of capitalism in Poland in 1989- 90 
that a single party controls the presidency 
and both the Senate and the Sejm [the lower 
chamber of parliament]. With Kaczynski 
firmly in charge from the backseat, Presi-
dent Andrzej Duda, elected in May 2015, 
and newly elected Prime Minister Beata 
Szydlo have rushed to consolidate the par-
ty’s grip on the state administration.

The state media, the civil service and 
the heads of the military, the police, the 
special (intelligence) services and state- 

owned companies have been purged and 
replaced by regime loyalists. The Constitu-
tional Tribunal, which is perceived by the 
PiS as an obstacle on the road to total con-
trol, has been paralyzed. Attorney General 
Zbigniew Ziobro, who held the same post 
in the previous PiS government, will have 
the power to intervene in any investigation 
and to utilize illegally obtained evidence. 

The planned law on “anti- terrorist activi-
ties” vastly expands the powers of the intel-
ligence services and police for spying and 
repression, especially against foreigners. 
Published materials will be censored for 
“injuring or defaming the Polish Republic 
or the Polish nation.” The new government 
also plans to create a 35,000- strong ter-
ritorial defense militia this year. Drawn 

from existing paramilitary formations, 
many of them fascist, this militia is to 
be used against immigrants and other 
“threats” to “state security” (ncss.org.pl, 
5 April). All of this has been accompanied 
by a steady fusillade of threats against 
immigrants, Muslims, Jews, women and 
leftists, including a frontal assault on what 
few reproductive rights women retain in 
Catholic- dominated capitalist Poland.

The PiS scored just less than 38 percent 
of the vote in the parliamentary election, 
but this was enough to defeat the former 
governing coalition, Civic Platform (PO) 
and the Polish Peasant Party (PSL). Join-
ing these parties in the Sejm are the “free 
market” Nowoczesna [Modern] party of 
banker Ryszard Petru and the reactionary 
populist Kukiz’15 coalition led by rock 
star Pawel Kukiz, which includes a number 
of legislators from the fascistic National 
Movement. The PiS was able to get an 
absolute majority in the Sejm because 
several parties failed to get the minimum 
number of votes needed for parliamentary 
representation. These include the Razem 
[Together] Party, a petty- bourgeois group-
ing that stands for a more “social” way 
of managing capitalism. Also absent from 
the Sejm is the social- democratic Demo-
cratic Left Alliance (SLD), a product of 

continued on page 10

continued on page 9

Platforma Spartakusowców

7,000-strong protest in front of Polish parliament against total ban on 
 abortion, April 9. Placards read: “Sentenced to death by ‘defenders of life’” 
and “Hands off our wombs.”

Espartaco

Lázaro Cárdenas, April 20: After winning strike against ArcelorMittal, world’s largest 
steel producer, trade unionists march in commemoration of two workers killed by 
police during 2006 strike.

Mexican Steel Workers  
Win Strike

Poland: Far-Right Government  
Targets Immigrants, Women, Leftists
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