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Anna Yocca has spent a year in jail
because she attempted a self-induced
abortion. A low-paid Amazon warehouse
worker living in Rutherford County, Ten-
nessee—where abortion, though nomi-
nally legal up to 16 weeks, is unavail-
able—Anna, who was 24 weeks pregnant,

bleeding in the bathtub, her boyfriend
took her to the hospital, where doctors
compelled her to give birth. She deliv-

used a coat hanger. Having found her

Tennessee Tortures Woman
for Ahortion Attempt

Free Anna Yocca Now!

ered through cesarean section a prema-
ture one-and-a-half pound baby boy with
permanent lung and eye damage.
Forced into a desperate situation and
then medically tortured, she was further

tortured by the vindictive legal system,
which put the child in the custody of the
state and arrested her on charges of first-
degree attempted murder. Last spring,
these charges were downgraded to ag-

gravated assault. But on November 12,
Yocca was charged with three new felo-
nies: aggravated assault with a weapon,
attempted procurement of a miscarriage
and attempted abortion. She has pleaded
not guilty, but remains behind bars on
an outrageous $200,000 bond. Drop all

charges! Free Anna Yocca!
During his election campaign, Donald
Trump remarked that women who have
continued on page 8

The following speech, edited for
publication, was delivered by Spart-
acist League spokesman Alan Wilde
at the Partisan Defense Commit-
tee’s 31st annual Holiday Appeal for
Class-War Prisoners in New York
City on December 2.

The Russian writer Dostoyevsky
once wrote: “The degree of civili-
zation in a society can be judged by
entering its prisons.” By that mea-
sure, this is a brutal country run by
a barbaric ruling class, whose over-
flowing prisons are medieval torture
chambers. America, whose rulers
lecture the world about democracy
and human rights, locks up more than
two million people in its dungeons—
almost a quarter of the world’s prison
population. It still has, and uses, the
death penalty, which is a legacy of
slavery: the lynch rope made legal.
Black men and women make up
about 40 percent of those in prison
and more than 40 percent of those on
death row. This is capitalist America,
and to think that capitalist America
could be otherwise is like thinking
that a leopard can change its spots.

And now we have Donald J. Trump.
This is bad news. But a victory for
Madame Strangelove, a/k/a Hillary
Clinton, would not have been good
news. We know that a Trump admin-
istration will be nasty (to use his
word), and we know that fascist and
fascistic types certainly feel the wind
in their sails. We’ve all heard about
the swastikas that have been painted,
the Muslim women who’ve had their
scarves pulled off, the black people
and Latinos who are being harassed
on the streets.

But the anger against Trump must
not be channeled into schemes to
“reclaim” the capitalist Democratic
Party. Otherwise, the working people,
black people, Latinos, immigrants and
others at the bottom of
this society will remain
trapped in American cap-
italist democracy, which
is really nothing but the
dictatorship of the capi-
talist class. As Marxists,
we oppose any political
support to any capitalist
party. So, no, Trump is
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not our president. But neither is Obama.
Trump’s victory didn’t come from nowhere.
His road to the White House was paved by
the Democrats.

Under eight years of Obama, here’s
what you got: the banks and auto bosses
are saved; working people lose their
homes, jobs and unions. Today, more than
half of working Americans make less
than $30,000 a year. Trump threatens to
deport, and I am sure he will, but Obama
has deported more immigrants than any

president in American history. Obama has
locked up whistle-blowers like Chelsea
Manning. Cops gun down black men and
women in the streets with impunity. “How
to get away with murder: become a cop”™—
that was a sign at Wednesday’s protest in
Charlotte after it was announced that the
cop who killed Keith Lamont Scott would
not face charges.

Abroad, Obama’s so-called humanitar-
ian interventions include the overthrow and
murder of Libya’s Muammar el-Qaddafi
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in 2011 (something for which Hillary
Clinton can also claim a lot of credit).
It includes the bombardment of Iraq,
of Syria, of Afghanistan, and relent-
less drone strikes. Under his watch,
U.S. special ops are now in 133 coun-
tries—in other words, 70 percent of
the globe.

You can be sure that the U.S. wants
to overthrow the Cuban Revolution,
restore capitalism and re-enslave the
island. We all know that last week,
Fidel Castro, a massive historic fig-
ure of the late 20th century, died. He
did survive the United States’ numer-
ous assassination attempts against
him, dying in his bed at the age of
90. The revolution he led resulted
in enormous gains for the masses
of the island, especially black peo-
ple and women. As Trotskyists, we
have always stood for the uncondi-
tional military defense of the Cuban
deformed workers state, just as we
do for the other remaining workers
states of China, North Korea, Viet-
nam and Laos.

But we also stand in political
opposition to these countries’ Stalin-
ist bureaucratic misrulers—they push
nationalism, the myth of peaceful
coexistence with imperialism and
actually oppose international exten-
sion of revolution. Their policies go
against what’s necessary to defend
the workers states. And that includes
the Castro regime. As part of our
defense of the Cuban Revolution,
we also fight for a workers political
revolution to get rid of the Stalinist
bureaucracy and to establish a regime
based on workers democracy and rev-
olutionary internationalism.

Back to the U.S. With Clinton and
the Democrats promising more of
the same as the last eight years, is it
any wonder that many black and working
people just stayed home on Election Day,
while others, including many white work-
ers, drank the Trump Kool-Aid? What
about people like Bernie Sanders, the sup-
posed progressive, who promised all these
wonderful goodies and was supported by
groups like Socialist Alternative? Just as
he promised, he backed Hillary Clinton
and dumped his own supporters like a hot
potato. Here’s the bottom line we want to

continued on page 7




Letter

On Standing Rock
and Land Theft

28 October 2016

First of all, I agree with the fundamental
line of the WV article, “Standoff at Stand-
ing Rock™ (23 Sept. 2016 [WV No. 1096]),
which rejects environmentalist arguments
against any oil pipeline on principle: “We
do not counsel the capitalist ruling class
on the most effective way to run its econ-
omy.” WV correctly argues for “gener-
ous compensation” to the Native peoples
when “socially useful development” (rail-
roads, pipelines, hydroelectric projects) is
involved.

At the same time, WV allows that when
Native peoples’ land rights are being tram-
pled on by government, as is the case in
western Canada, then Marxists have to
side with the Native peoples.

The only question is: are there any Indian
land rights being trampled on at Standing
Rock? WV rejects Bill McKibben’s argu-
ment that the pipeline goes “across land
that was taken from the tribe in 1958.”
Instead W'V asserts that “in fact, the DAPL
goes north of land seized in 1958 and does
not cross it.” I have no way to know about
this, so in the end, I just accepted WV’s
conclusion on the basis of trust, namely,
that the Sioux have no legal basis to argue
about land rights in this case, though they
of course have a historical argument to
make about the treatment of Indians.

But last night (Oct. 27) I saw a segment

of “The Last Word” with Lawrence O’Don-
nell which made me wonder that maybe
some facts have been missed here. O’Don-
nell was interviewing actor Mark Ruffalo,
who had just returned from Standing Rock.
A rough partial transcript follows:
Ruffalo: They asked the young [Native]
people to leave today. They said, “No,
we’re gonna fight for our lives, we’re
fighting for our water. This is a second
genocide for us.”

They’re there to protect their land.

If you went to the 1851 treaty, the land
treaty, this land belongs to the Natives.
O’Donnell: A treaty that we violated.
Ruffalo: This land belongs to the Natives,
and all president Obama has to do is say,
with the stroke of a pen, “that easement
belongs to the Natives, back off!”

Leaving aside their foolish strategy of
pinning their hopes on Obama (and also
Hillary Clinton, who was presented a let-
ter from the young Native protesters), Ruf-
falo presents some information I had not
seen before, namely references to an 1851
treaty (actually there were two treaties that
year) and some kind of “easement” held
by the Sioux tribes. What’s that all about?

I simply don’t know, and Ruffalo may
just be running on emotions and ignorance.
The history here is full of treaties that were
violated, but can a lawyer make a case that
the tribes have an “easement” on nearby

TROTSKY

Marx on Christianity

Every holiday season,
trots out hoary pleas for Christian charity to
put a humanitarian gloss on poverty, home-
lessness and its drive to squeeze ever more
profit out of working people. In an acerbic
rejoinder to an official in the Prussian Min-
istry of Religious Worship, Education and
Medicine, Karl Marx exposed the “princi-
ples of Christianity” as nothing but lies and
hypocrisy that justify class domination.

the bourgeoisie

LENIN

The social principles of Christianity have now had eighteen hundred years to be devel-
oped, and need no further development by Prussian Consistorial [official] Counsellors.

The social principles of Christianity justified the slavery of antiquity, glorified the
serfdom of the Middle Ages and are capable, in case of need, of defending the oppression
of the proletariat, even if with somewhat doleful grimaces.

The social principles of Christianity preach the necessity of a ruling and an oppressed
class, and for the latter all they have to offer is the pious wish that the former may

be charitable.

The social principles of Christianity place the Consistorial Counsellor’s compensation
for all infamies in heaven, and thereby justify the continuation of these infamies on earth.

The social principles of Christianity declare all the vile acts of the oppressors against
the oppressed to be either a just punishment for original sin and other sins, or trials which
the Lord, in his infinite wisdom, ordains for the redeemed.

The social principles of Christianity preach cowardice, self-contempt, abasement, sub-
missiveness and humbleness, in short, all the qualities of the rabble, and the proletariat,
which will not permit itself to be treated as rabble, needs its courage, its self-confidence,
its pride and its sense of independence even more than its bread.

The social principles of Christianity are sneaking and hypocritical, and the proletariat

is revolutionary.

So much for the social principles of Christianity.
—Karl Marx, “The Communism of the Rheinischer Beobachter” (1847)
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land, even if they don’t own it? If so, that
may force a change in WV’s position.

PS — Today (Oct. 29) I found this bul-
letin from Indian Country Today which
reports unambiguously that, on setting
up a new camp directly on the path of
the pipeline, “water protectors took back
unceded territory affirmed in the 1851
Treaty of Ft. Laramie as sovereign land
under the control of the Oceti Sakowin,
erecting a frontline camp of several struc-
tures and tipis on Dakota Access prop-
erty.” This confirms that the tribes claim
concrete land rights which are being vio-
lated by the oil company.

Mark K.

WYV replies: We thank Mark K. for his let-
ter. About 35 miles of the Dakota Access
Pipeline (DAPL) route crosses land that
was stolen from the Sioux in the late 19th
century, just one small example of the
brutal dispossession of indigenous peo-
ples that American capitalism was built
on. The 1851 Treaty of Fort Laramie rec-
ognized the Heart tributary of the Mis-
souri River as the northern boundary of
Sioux territory. The current border of the
Standing Rock reservation lies roughly 30
miles farther south, along Cedar Creek
and the Cannonball River. The Sioux are
owed substantial compensation for the
theft of the land between the Heart and
Cannonball Rivers, a demand that we
should have raised in our earlier articles.

This historic land grab does not change
our attitude toward the pipeline. As the
article quoted in Mark’s letter explained,
we neither oppose nor support the DAPL.
At the same time, we defend the anti-
pipeline protesters against the vicious, rac-
ist police and company repression meted
out against them. Our article also gave the
example of the Northern Gateway pipeline
in western Canada, which our comrades
of the Trotskyist League of Canada/Ligue
Trotskyste du Canada oppose because it
brazenly flouts the land rights of the
Native peoples who are the predominant
population in the regions that the pipeline
would traverse. That is not the case with
the DAPL, which crosses land that has not
been Sioux territory for almost 150 years
and is inhabited by other people.

The Sioux territory recognized by the
1851 Fort Laramie Treaty encompassed
60 million acres spread across North and
South Dakota, Montana, Wyoming and
Nebraska. (The territory north of the Heart
River was territory of the Arikara, Mandan
and Hidatsa.) The 1851 treaty, imposed at
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Veterans join activists in protest against Dakota Access Pipeline near Standing
Rock reservation, December 5.

the time of the California gold rush, gave
settlers the right to cross Indian lands. In
1868, the U.S. government enforced a sec-
ond Treaty of Fort Laramie that restricted
where the Sioux could reside within their
own territory. By the mid 1870s, with the
construction of transcontinental railroads
and the discovery of gold in the Black
Hills, settlers had encroached on the Sioux
reservation. Meanwhile, government-
encouraged hunting had almost extermi-
nated the bison in the area, depriving the
tribe of its main food source. The rapid
westward expansion of American capital-
ism following the Civil War destroyed the
material basis for tribal life.

The border of the Standing Rock reser-
vation south of the DAPL route was estab-
lished through an executive order by Pres-
ident Ulysses Grant in 1875. This was part
of a genocidal policy that confined Native
tribes to barren reservations. The policy
was enforced through a series of wars
designed, in the words of U.S. general
John Pope, who led the 1862 offensive in
Minnesota, “to exterminate the Sioux if I
have the power to do so.... They are to be
treated as maniacs or wild beasts, and by
no means as people with whom treaties or
compromises can be made.”

The destruction of tribal society, which
included centuries of broken treaties and
land seizures, cannot be reversed. Capital-
ism offers American Indians only squalor
and desperation on the reservations or per-
vasive bigotry and impoverishment in the
cities. The working class should support
the tribes’ struggles to claw back from the
U.S. rulers whatever compensation they
can. But it will take workers revolution
that shatters the system of racist American
capitalism to divert a meaningful influx
of wealth to Indians and other oppressed
populations, and embark on a massive pro-
gram of economic development to lay the
basis for a society of material abundance.
A workers government will offer Native
people the choice of voluntary integration
into an egalitarian society or the fullest
possible autonomy for those who desire it.

On December 4, the Army Corps of
Engineers delayed the easement—govern-
ment permission—for the DAPL to be laid
underneath Lake Oahe near the Standing
Rock reservation, in order to carry out an
environmental study. Fear that the pipeline
would contaminate the Standing Rock res-
ervation’s water supply was a major com-
ponent of the anti-pipeline protests. But oil
pipelines, in addition to serving a socially

continued on page 4
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Massive Repression in Turkey
Kurds Under the Gun

Over 125,000 people fired or sus-
pended from their jobs, tens of thou-
sands jailed and awaiting trial—that’s
the toll exacted by Turkish president
Recep Tayyip Erdogan in the months
after his suppression of the July 15
military coup. In his drive to consol-
idate an authoritarian Islamist state
in which he would wield dictatorial
powers, Erdogan and his Justice and
Development Party (AKP) have gone
after a host of opponents and critics,
including Kurdish political lead-
ers, teachers and unions. Some 150
media outlets have been closed, while
more than a hundred journalists
have been jailed, including a number
from Cumhuriyet, one of Turkey’s
oldest newspapers. Meanwhile, since
last summer the military has been
attacking Kurdish towns and cities
in southeastern Turkey, bombarding
them with artillery and tank fire and
killing hundreds of Kurdish civilians.

Erdogan has also purged thou-
sands of cops, soldiers, judges and
other erstwhile representatives of the
Turkish capitalist regime, accusing
them of being in cahoots with the
Muslim cleric and former Erdogan
ally Fethullah Gulen, who has been
living in the U.S. since 1999. For his
part, Gulen denies any connection
to the coup. As we wrote in “Turkey’s
Failed Coup: Both Sides Bad for Work-
ers” (WV No. 1093, 29 July): “We don’t
know who the coup plotters were, but
one thing is clear: the only position in the
interest of workers was to oppose both
the Erdogan regime and the coup.”

Even before the coup, the Erdogan gov-
ernment had been on the warpath against
critics, arresting people for “insulting” the

5,000 demonstrators mobilized in Istanbul
on November 20 to protest these arrests.
The government also detained many Kurd-
ish mayors and muzzled at least 20 Kurd-
ish media outlets.

The Erdogan government is now using
a December 10 bombing claimed by the
Kurdistan Freedom Falcons (TAK) as a
pretext to further escalate its war against
the Kurdish people. The bombers targeted
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Pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party demonstration against government
detention of mayor and co-mayor of Diyarbakir, October 26.

president, stripping members of parliament
of immunity and detaining the leader of
the leftist Confederation of Progressive
Trade Unions (DISK). After the coup, the
regime declared a state of emergency,
allowing Erdogan to rule by decree. Con-
tinuing the oppression of the Kurds, it
used these emergency powers in Novem-
ber to detain eleven Kurdish members
of parliament. These included Selhattin
Demirtas and Figen Yuksekdag, cochair-
men of the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Dem-
ocratic Party (HDP), a petty-bourgeois
nationalist party that has considerable
backing among secular Turks and leftists.
Despite government intimidation, some

NOTICE
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be dated January 13.
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security personnel outside a soccer sta-
dium in Istanbul, killing 36 riot cops (as
well as eight civilians). The TAK says it
is an offshoot of the nationalist Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK), though the PKK
denies any links to it. As Marxists, we
oppose the strategy of individual terror-
ism, which rejects the mass mobiliza-
tion of the working class and oppressed
against the capitalist regime. And, invari-
ably, attacks like the one outside the soc-
cer stadium Kkill innocent civilians, fur-
ther driving the Turkish masses into the
arms of their rulers. Since the bombing,
the government has detained nearly 570
people, including politicians from the
HDP, which condemned the attack, in
operations spanning 28 cities, while the
Turkish interior minister has vowed that
Kurdish militants will be “wiped from
this geography.”

As Marxists who stand for the political
independence of the working class, we do
not politically support the HDP, a petty-
bourgeois party whose program is by
definition hostile to the historic interests

of the proletariat. However, we defend the
HDP and its leaders from the assaults of
the Turkish state. The Turkish workers
movement must oppose Erdogan’s all-
sided repression, fight for the immediate
release of Kurdish victims of the govern-
ment’s purges and demand: All Turkish
forces out of Kurdistan!

The government has also suspended
or fired 60,000 teachers, although some
6,000 were reinstated in November in
the face of a massive teacher shortage.
While the regime has accused many of
the victimized teachers of alleged ties
to Gulen, some 11,500 of them were
accused of being supporters of the PKK.
Most of these Kurdish teachers live in the
Kurdish-majority southeast and belong to
Egitim Sen, a teachers union that is part
of the leftist public-sector workers union
confederation KESK.

While Erdogan is popular among
conservative and religious Turks as well
as sections of the poor who have bene-
fited from infrastructure improvements,
he is widely hated by secular Turks for
his growing crusade to extend the reach
of Islam in public life. During his first
term as prime minister, he unsuccess-
fully sought to criminalize adultery. In
recent years, fundamentalist goons have
taken to patrolling the streets and attack-
ing bars and other establishments sell-
ing alcohol. A sign of the times was the
attempt last month to pass a law that in
effect would have given the state’s seal
of approval to forced child marriages.
Following a huge outcry and demonstra-
tions around the country, the bill was
eventually withdrawn. Nevertheless, it
was emblematic of the deeply ingrained
oppression of women in Turkish soci-
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September 9: Riot police detain demonstrator during protest against mass suspension
of Kurdish teachers in Diyarbakir, main city of Turkish Kurdistan.

ety, expressed in the prevalence of
such vile acts of violence as “honor
killings.”

The European imperialists are seiz-
ing on Erdogan’s massive wave of
repression to posture as defenders of
civil liberties and bring Erdogan to
heel. On November 24, the European
Parliament passed a nonbinding vote
to suspend talks with Turkey on its
membership in the European Union
(EU), throwing a wrench in the coun-
try’s years-long (and unlikely) bid to
join this consortium of imperialist
brigands and the weaker countries
they exploit. Among other things, the
Parliament cited Erdogan’s outrageous
threat to re-enact the death penalty,
which Turkey abolished in 2004. Erdo-
gan shot back that the EU decision
had “no value” and threatened to ter-
minate a deal with the imperialists to
stanch the flow of refugees to Europe
in exchange for billions of euros.

The imperialists’ “humanitarian”
pretensions are utter cynicism. For
more than two decades, EU boss Ger-
many has banned the PKK and has
joined the U.S. in arming the Turk-
ish military to the teeth in its war
against the Kurds. Across Europe,
from Theresa May’s England to
Angela Merkel’s Germany, the capi-
talist rulers have unleashed the furies of
Islamophobia that embolden the fascists
and other racist forces.

Turkey, the Kurds
and the Syrian Quagmire

The Turkish government’s decades-
long campaign to root out the PKK
massively escalated last year, when the
Turkish army launched a furious assault
on Kurdish cities in southeastern Turkey.
These attacks were partly in response to
military gains in northern Syria by the
PKK-affiliated Democratic Union Party
(PYD) and its military wing, the People’s
Protection Committees (YPG). They were
also in retaliation for the HDP’s gains in
the June 2015 parliamentary election, in
which the HDP became the first Kurdish
party in Turkish history to enter parlia-
ment, and Erdogan’s AKP lost its parlia-
mentary majority.

Through years of struggle, the Kurds
have clearly demonstrated their desire for
independence. But far from fighting for
self-determination, the petty-bourgeois
nationalist PKK is using the military
conflict to force the Turkish rulers to the
bargaining table to achieve a negotiated
settlement and expanded local control.
Likewise, HDP leader Demirtas seeks a
“political solution” in which the Kurds
would supposedly be granted more rights
within the framework of the oppressive
Turkish state. Such a plan would simply
renegotiate the terms of oppression of the
Kurdish masses, who would remain under
Turkish domination.

It is vital for the working class of Tur-
key to stand for the military defense of
the PKK against the Turkish state. If the

continued on page 4
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Turkey...

(continued from page 3)

proletariat is to ever liberate itself from
capitalist exploitation, it must oppose
anti-Kurdish chauvinism and take up the
struggle for Kurdish self-determination.
We aim to win the Turkish working class,
as well as the workers of the region, to
the fight for a united, independent Kurdi-
stan embracing the Kurds of Iran, Iraq,
Syria and Turkey. That fight is part of the
struggle for a socialist federation of the
Near East, which would include a social-
ist republic of united Kurdistan.

We also support Kurdish independence
from individual capitalist states—e.g.,
the right of Kurds in Turkey to secede.
However, in Iraq and Syria, the Kurdish
nationalists have currently subordinated
the just fight for self-determination to
their alliance with U.S. imperialism. This
is a crime that will redound against the
long-oppressed Kurdish people.

In Syria, the YPG is U.S. imperialism’s
most reliable ally in the war against the
Islamic State (ISIS). In acting as boots
on the ground for the U.S., these Kurd-
ish nationalists are betraying the interests
of the Near East masses, not least the
national aspirations of the Kurdish peo-
ple. Washington’s occupations and inter-
ventions in the Near East have escalated
communal tensions in the region, setting
Shia against Sunni, Sunni against Alawite
and Arab against Kurd.

We Marxists have no side in the reac-
tionary and sectarian Syrian civil war,
including in the clashes between the U.S.’s
Turkish allies and its Kurdish tools. But
we do have a side in resolutely opposing
the U.S. and other imperialist powers.
Thus, while we abhor and reject every-
thing that the ISIS cutthroats represent,
we stand for the military defense of ISIS
against the U.S. and its proxies, including
the YPG. Every blow struck against U.S.
imperialism coincides with the interest of
the working and oppressed masses of the
world. At the same time, we also oppose
the other capitalist powers involved in
Syria, such as Turkey, Russia and Iran,
and demand that they get out.

From the Armenian genocide during
World War I to the U.S. occupation of
Iraq, the Kurdish leaders have collabo-
rated with regional powers or the impe-
rialists. In a 2011 interview, former
national security official Brent Scowcroft
remarked: “The Kurds are pawns in great
power politics...as they have been for a
long time.” But pawns are dispensable,
and imperialist tools are discarded after
serving their reactionary purpose. This is
a fact that many Kurds themselves know

U.S. Special Operations forces in Syria with Kurdish-led allies, May 25. PYD/

AFP

YPG alliance with U.S. imperialism is a betrayal of Kurdish masses and their

struggle for self-determination.

only too well, even if some leftists and
Kurdish activists justify these treacherous
blocs with imperialism as clever tactics.
As Joost Hiltermann commented in “They
Were Expendable” in the London Review
of Books (17 November): “The history of
the Kurds’ long struggle is therefore one
of a series of fleeting alliances with more
powerful states, and cries of betrayal once
these alliances fall apart, each followed
by atrocities from which it takes them a
generation to recover.”

Notwithstanding its current relation-
ship with the PYD/YPG, the U.S. is and
has always been opposed to Kurdish inde-
pendence. When Turkey entered Syria in
August, ostensibly against ISIS, its main
objective was to prevent PYD/YPG fight-
ers from linking the two semiautono-
mous Kurdish regions in northeast and
northwest Syria. The U.S. supported the
Turkish intervention with stepped-up air-
strikes and military advisers—as well as
a forceful statement by Vice President Joe
Biden during a visit to Ankara in which he
ordered YPG forces to retreat to the east
of the Euphrates River.

More recently, the 10,000-strong Turk-
ish force has been backing fighters from
the Free Syrian Army (FSA)—which is
also supported by the U.S.—poised to
take the Syrian town of al-Bab, ISIS’s
last significant stronghold before its Syr-
ian capital of Raqqa. Supported by Turk-
ish armor and warplanes, FSA fighters
have clashed with the YPG-dominated
Syrian Defense Forces, again pitting
the Turkish military against the Syrian
Kurds. U.S. commanders struggling to
coordinate the assault on Raqqa have

been frustrated as their Kurdish proxies
have insisted on attacking Arab-majority
al-Bab. Meanwhile, Turkish troops con-
tinue to defy Washington by turning their
fire on the YPG.

In Iraq, Turkish warplanes, with U.S.
approval, have been bombing PKK posi-
tions for over a year. Now, the Erdogan
regime, which has hundreds of Turk-
ish soldiers stationed north of Mosul, is
insisting on a Turkish role in the battle
to retake the city from ISIS. That battle,
which began in October, is being carried
out by Kurdish pesh merga fighters, Shia
militias and Iraqi government forces,
backed by U.S. aerial power and Special
Operations troops. Ankara’s maneuvers in
this former region of the Ottoman Empire
are heightening tensions with the Bagh-
dad government.

The growing acrimony between the
U.S. and its Turkish NATO ally has coin-
cided with, and helped feed, a rapproche-
ment between Ankara and Moscow, which
has exercised NATO officials. As a result,
Russian president Vladimir Putin has given
tacit approval to Turkey’s actions in north-
ern Syria. While Turkey and Russia have
divergent interests in Syria, with the latter
backing the regime of Bashar al-Assad,
they agree with the U.S. on maintaining
the “territorial integrity” of Syria—i.e., no
independent Kurdish statelet.

For a Bi-National Revolutionary
Workers Party in Turkey

Millions of Kurds—many of them vic-
tims of army terror, high unemployment
rates and impoverishment—have migrated
to such key western industrial centers as

Istanbul, Izmir and Bursa. Despite the
fierce discrimination they suffer, this
migration has strengthened the objective
basis for uniting the Turkish and Kurd-
ish working masses. But because anti-
Kurdish chauvinism is integral to the
maintenance of bourgeois rule in Turkey,
unity can only be sporadic unless the
Turkish proletariat is won to the fight for
Kurdish national independence.

As Leninists, we defend the national
rights of all peoples and uphold the prin-
ciple of national equality, including the
equality of languages. In defending the
right of nations to self-determination, our
purpose is to tear down the barriers cre-
ated by bourgeois class society to keep
the working people of different national-
ities at one another’s throats. By cham-
pioning Kurdish self-determination, the
working class in Turkey would place itself
squarely in opposition to its “own” capi-
talist class enemy. It would also undercut
U.S. imperialism’s capacity to manipulate
the Kurds’ grievances in order to further
dominate the region.

Erdogan has gone a long way toward
consolidating his autocratic rule and
strengthening the sway of Islam over Tur-
key. Nevertheless, the society he rules over
remains a pressure cooker of social and
political discontents. What is vital is the
forging of a bi-national, Turkish-Kurdish
workers party that would also draw in
Turkey’s oppressed ethnic and religious
minorities. Acting as a tribune of the
people, such a party, section of a reforged
Fourth International, would lead the pro-
letariat in the struggle for its own rule. In
power, the working class would expropri-
ate the bourgeoisie and break the hold of
the imperialist masters over the country;
establish a collectivized, planned econ-
omy; lay the material basis for the eman-
cipation of women; and fight to ensure
Kurdish self-determination.

The struggle for proletarian power in
Turkey, and more broadly in the Near
East, must be linked to the fight for
workers rule in the imperialist centers.
Centrally important to this perspective is
the presence of some two million ethnic
Turks and a million Kurds in Germany,
where they are heavily integrated into the
working class. These workers can serve
as a living bridge linking the fight for
socialist revolution in the Near East to
working-class struggle in the advanced
capitalist countries of West Europe. In the
U.S., the working class must be won to the
understanding that the American ruling
class is its enemy and that it must oppose
imperialist aggression abroad. Our aim is
a socialist revolution to overthrow U.S.
imperialism, the greatest enemy of the
world’s working and oppressed masses. B

Land Theft...

(continued from page 2)

useful function of transporting fuel, are
safer overall than shipping fuel by rail or
road. While construction is halted, oil from
the Bakken shale field will continue to be
transported across the Missouri River by
other, more dangerous means. We fight
for union safety committees that would
enforce safety standards and practices in
construction, operation and maintenance.
The environmentalists Mark mentions
in his letter use the 1851 treaty in service
of their demand to “leave fossil fuels in the
ground.” With society currently dependent
on fossil fuels, this reactionary program
would be a disaster for Native peoples and
everyone else. For the Mandan, Hidatsa
and Arikara tribes on the Fort Berthold
Reservation in North Dakota, developing
the oil wells in tribal lands on the Bakken
shale brought desperately needed income
to the tribe and dramatically reduced
unemployment on the reservation. (At
the same time, development on the res-
ervation enriches the tribal bureaucracy,
which dispenses government funds and
controls jobs as well as the revenue from
mineral holdings and land, while other
tribal members go hungry.)
Human-induced climate change is a

4

real problem, but nothing good can come
from advising the world’s biggest plunder-
ers on how best to power their economy,
as the environmentalists do. The anarchic
and crisis-ridden capitalist system not
only breeds poverty and inequality but
also is the main obstacle to addressing

Alexander Gardner

global warming on the necessary world
scale. Freed from the fetters of production
for profit, a workers government would
strive to generate and use energy in the
most rational, efficient and safe manner
possible, including by developing other
sources—nuclear, solar, wind, etc. Even

Lirry ofCongress
Fort Laramie, Wyoming, 1868: General William Tecumseh Sherman negotiating treaty that restricted land rights for
the Sioux and Arapaho (left). Soldiers bury corpses of Sioux slaughtered by U.S. Army at Wounded Knee in December
1890 (right).

then, it may well prove necessary to har-
ness fossil fuels for a period of time. Only
in the context of an international socialist
economy that relegates hunger and pov-
erty to the past can a rational plan be ham-
mered out to modulate climate change and
minimize its human toll. m
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Ireland: CWI Hustles for Cops

DUBLIN—In October, the Garda Rep-
resentative Association (GRA), which
has some 10,500 members in the Garda
Siochdna [Civil Guards, the Irish police],
announced four one-day “strikes” during
November demanding pay rises. Faced
with mass “insubordination,” the Garda
high command drew up plans to mobi-
lise senior officers and trainees to main-
tain “law and order” and even mooted
the imposition of martial law! Just hours
before the first of these “strikes” was to
take place on 4 November, the government
came up with an offer of nearly 50 million
euros in extra pay for its thugs in blue.

The police are not workers, but a cen-
tral part of the capitalist state. The pur-
pose of the state, which also includes the
courts, prisons and military, is to defend
the interests of the tiny class of exploit-
ers, the bourgeoisie, who rule society. The
cops are used to break strikes, including
by enforcing injunctions against workers’
pickets. They carry out racist repression
against immigrants and Travellers [a dis-
tinct ethnic group with a historically itin-
erant way of life] and suppress opposition
to the capitalist rulers and their diktats.

Over the last several months, the Irish
state has used a prominent feud between
rival drug gangs to put on a show of force.
In a country where most cops have his-
torically not been armed, many working-
class districts in Dublin are now regularly
littered with roadblocks manned by the
Garda’s armed response unit. In addition
to demanding more pay, the GRA has
been campaigning to give the cops addi-
tional firepower—from more widespread
use of Tasers to the return of Uzi subma-
chine guns for armed detectives.

The threatened Garda “strikes” were
particularly ominous given the current
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Dublin: Cops attack anti-racist protesters, February 6. Reformist CWI claims

police are “workers in uniform.”

high level of discontent within the work-
ing class. After the 2008 economic crash,
workers in Ireland were forced to accept
wage cuts and tax hikes under European
Union-mandated austerity while the
banks were bailed out. Now, the capi-
talists’ profits are soaring and the gov-
ernment is touting renewed economic
growth, while demanding that workers
continue to make sacrifices. Dublin tram
and bus workers have gone on strike this
year, as have high school teachers nation-
wide, and other workers in both the public
and private sector are threatening to strike.

The generous terms for the police stand
in sharp contrast to the government’s
refusal to grant wage demands from work-
ers unions. Of course, this is no accident.
The wage settlement with the cops was
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important changes in bourgeois politics since the second imperialist world war. The
article will be rewritten to explain ‘what this means and the stakes involved for working
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In mid November, a letter (see above) went out from the editor of the Militant,
newspaper of Jack Barnes’ Socialist Workers Party (SWP), asking subscribers to
junk the 28 November issue of their press. To be thrown into the dustbin of history
was the front-page article headlined, “What Does Trump Election Mean?—Not
Very Much.” This was replaced by a new article headlined, “2016: Most Impor-
tant US Election in 100 Years.” Quite a switch! In March, the SWP denounced a
Chicago protest against a Trump rally as a “blow to free speech” while enthusing
that Trump supporters at the rally were “finding interest in what the Socialist
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all about the capitalists and their govern-
ment ensuring a reliable cohort of strike-
breaking thugs. When Margaret Thatcher
became British prime minister in 1979,
one of her first acts was to approve a
massive pay rise for the police, whom she
went on to unleash against striking steel
and mine workers and anyone else who
dared stand up to her.

While class-conscious workers in Ire-
land know the cops are their enemies, the
reformists of the Socialist Party (part of the
Committee for a Workers’ International,
whose U.S. section is Socialist Alternative)
declared, “The strike action by Gardai
should be supported.” The Socialist Par-
ty’s 20 October statement lamented that
“demoralisation in the Gardai is high,” and
went on to claim: “A victory for the Gar-
dai in their dispute with the government
will further strengthen the hand of workers
fighting for pay rises.” No! Any “victory”
for the cops means a police force more
emboldened to carry out its basic task,
namely repression in defense of capitalist
rule. It poses a real threat to the working
class, the oppressed and anyone who dares
resist the depredations of capitalism.

In addition to the cash, the government
has also offered the GRA access to the
Workplace Relations Commission and the
Labour Court, both state institutions that
are historically involved in negotiations
with trade unions. Thus, the GRA may
come one big step closer to its goal of being
officially recognised as a trade union. In
this endeavour too, the cops find strong
support from the Socialist Party. Only last
year, one of its TDs [members of the Irish
parliament], Paul Murphy, voted for union
rights for the GRA. We warned at the time:

“Any move for police ‘unionisation’ or the
‘right to strike’ is not a development in the
direction of trade-union consciousness.
Quite the opposite. Such moves express
the bonapartist appetites of the police to
break free from the fetters of bourgeois
democracy and to act as judge, jury and
executioner, unhindered by the courts or by
parliament and its laws” (“Irish Taaffeites
Back Call for Cop ‘Union’,” WV No. 1072,
7 August 2015). Indeed, such bonapart-
ist tendencies were displayed in October,
when the cops made it clear that they
intended to defy the Garda Commission-
er’s orders to turn up for duty.

Ireland has seen enormous protests in
recent years against the introduction of a
regressive tax on domestic water supply
that have been met with police attacks
and arrests. The Socialist Party’s touch-
ing faith in the capitalist state has not
even been lessened by the fact that its own
members and supporters have been hit by
the state’s repressive powers. Paul Murphy
and several others are facing outrageous
charges of “false imprisonment”—i.e.,
kidnapping—because a car carrying the
then Labour Party leader and government
minister Joan Burton was surrounded by
a crowd of protesters in November 2014.
We say: Drop the charges against Paul
Murphy and all the protesters!

In its 20 October statement, the Social-
ist Party portrays the cops as some kind
of uniformed workers who could operate
“under the democratic control of work-
ing class communities.” Their line on the
police is no aberration. Peter Taaffe and
other founding leaders of the CWI have
been promoting the cops as “workers in
uniform” for decades. In a 1983 pam-
phlet titled, “The State...a Warning to the
Labour Movement,” the Taaffeites called
for “the right of the police to an independ-
ent, democratic trade union organisation
to defend their interests as workers.”

The CWT’s line on the cops is intrinsic
to their perspective of reforming capital-
ism through building “movements” that
will pressure the bourgeoisie to enact a
decent social order through a progression
of baby steps. Such a strategy fuels deadly
illusions among the working class and the
downtrodden that an end to oppression
can come about without the overturn
of the whole capitalist system. Genuine
Marxists, building on the lessons of his-
tory—not least the 1917 Bolshevik-led
Revolution in Russia—recognise that get-
ting rid of the exploitation, oppression and
misery inherent to capitalism requires that
the capitalist state and its “special bodies
of armed men” be swept aside through
socialist revolution and that the working
class install itself as the ruler of society. B
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CLASS-STRUGGLE DEFENSE NOTES

PPartisan DDefense Committee

The PDC is a class-struggle, non-sectarian legal and social defense organization which champions cases and causes
in the interest of the whole of the working people. This purpose is in accordance with the political views of the Spartacist League.

Former Class-War Prisoners
Address NYC Holiday Appeal Benefit

Some 150 people turned out on Decem-
ber 2 for the Partisan Defense Commit-
tee’s 31st annual Holiday Appeal bene-
fit in New York City. This year’s lively
benefit included two new guests for the
PDC, courageous former class-war pris-
oners Robert King and Albert Woodfox of
the Angola 3. The successful event raised
funds for the PDC’s monthly stipend
program and holiday gifts to class-war
prisoners—not as an act of charity but
of solidarity with these victims of racist
capitalist injustice.

The Spartacist League initiated the
PDC in 1974. The model was the Inter-
national Labor Defense under James P.
Cannon of the early Communist Party.
As a class-struggle, non-sectarian legal
and social defense organization, the PDC
takes up cases and causes whose success-
ful outcome is in the interests of the whole
of the working people. Those defended
need not, and often do not, share our
Marxist outlook. It is more important than
ever to continue the work of the PDC. As
a PDC spokesman noted at the event,
“Class-struggle legal and social defense,
including support for class-war prisoners,
is of vital importance to labor activists,
fighters for black rights and immigrant
rights and defenders of civil liberties.”

The stipend program, which began in
1986, currently provides material sup-
port to 12 prisoners: Mumia Abu-Jamal;
American Indian Movement spokesman
Leonard Peltier; Michael Africa, Deb-
bie Africa, Janine Africa, Janet Africa,
Delbert Africa, Eddie Africa and Chuck
Africa of the Philadelphia MOVE organ-
ization; Jaan Laaman and Thomas Man-
ning of the Ohio 7; and Ed Poindexter, a
Black Panther supporter and leader of the
Omaha, Nebraska, National Committee
to Combat Fascism. Poindexter’s comrade
and fellow stipend recipient Wopashitwe
Mondo Eyen we Langa died last March
after 45 years behind bars and was rec-
ognized for his unwavering opposition to
racial oppression.

This year’s benefit provided an occasion
to honor the Angola 3 (King, Woodfox and
Herman Wallace), who collectively spent
over a century in solitary confinement at
one of America’s most notorious hellholes,
Angola prison. Its jailers entombed these
Black Panther Party members in retalia-
tion for their having organized work stop-
pages and other protests against horrific
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Robert King, Francisco Torres and Albert Woodfox (left to right) at New York Holiday Appeal benefit,

December 2.

prison conditions. Woodfox and Wallace
were falsely convicted of the 1972 killing
of a guard; King was framed for killing
a fellow inmate the next year. Wallace
died from liver cancer in October 2013,
three days after his release from prison.
King was released in 2001, and Woodfox
finally in February.

King and Woodfox (who became a sti-
pend recipient in 2014) were introduced
at the New York benefit by a recorded
greeting from America’s foremost class-
war prisoner, Mumia Abu-Jamal, who
also wrote a preface to King’s book From
the Bottom of the Heap. A former Pan-
ther spokesman and journalist known
as “the voice of the voiceless,” Mumia
was framed up for his political views on
false charges of killing a police officer
and spent nearly three decades on Penn-
sylvania’s death row. Now consigned to
life imprisonment without the possibility
of parole, Mumia is fighting for medical
treatment to save his life, as well as for his
freedom, which the PDC has long cham-
pioned. In his recording for the Holiday
Appeal, Mumia observed:

“Today you’ll hear from two of the fin-
est former members of the Black Pan-
ther Party, brothers Albert Woodfox and
Robert King. Truth is, if the free polit-
ical prisoner movement was stronger,
there’d be three brothers standing here,
Herman Hooks Wallace among them.
Yet we remember Hooks, the third of
the Angola 3. These brothers survived
decades in solitary, decades in one of
the most hellish prisons in America,
one whose very name reflects its horrid
inheritance of a slave plantation, Angola,
Louisiana. All members of the Black
Panther Party knew of these brothers
because they had the nerve, the revolu-
tionary audacity, to organize a chapter
of the Black Panther Party in the very
bowels of a maximum-security prison:
Angola. For that, and that alone, what
the state called ‘Black Pantherism,” they
were sentenced to life bits in solitary, the
dictionary definition of torture.”

Both Woodfox and King received stand-
ing ovations (for Woodfox’s remarks, see
separate article). King, who upon release
dedicated himself to winning freedom
for his comrades Wallace and Woodfox,
thanked Mumia “for his touching intro-
duction of us, and I need to say to Mumia
and all the brothers and sisters who remain
in prison that hope is on the way.” King
explained, “When we say free all political

prisoners, free prisoners of class war and
so forth, we really mean this. You know,
Frederick Douglass said a long time ago,
this struggle may be a moral or may be a

erers World
Mumia Abu-Jamal

physical one, but nevertheless there has to
be a struggle and the struggle goes on. It
continues.”

Touching on a theme of his book, which
chronicles the series of racist frame-ups
that landed him in Angola, King said:
“Legality and morality do not shake
hands in a courthouse. They don’t meet....
Because something is legal does not mean
that it is morally right, and we have a right

(at 19th St. BART stop)
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to challenge that.” He observed that the
13th Amendment, which abolished slav-
ery, maintained involuntary servitude for
those “duly convicted” of a crime. He
added, “How many people in this United
States have been duly convicted of a
crime but are actually innocent of it? So,
it means that slavery still exists.”

King pointed to “those brothers and sis-
ters who are in prison, who were targeted
by COINTELPRO, who were targeted by
the FBI” because they “had the audacity”
to fight back. He emphasized that these
fighters “had this moral right to do so.
Anybody in their right mind would do so.”
Encouraging everyone to “get out of the
box,” he concluded: “Malcolm said a long
time ago that if you believe a lot of the
stuff that’s out there, they’ll have you lov-
ing your enemies and hating your friends.”

Other benefit speakers included Charles
Jenkins and Francisco Torres. Jenkins, a
member of the powerful Transport Work-
ers Union Local 100, spoke on behalf of
the New York chapter of the Coalition
of Black Trade Unionists, which has for
years contributed to the PDC stipend
fund. Torres is one of the San Francisco
8, former Black Panthers prosecuted on
bogus charges of killing a San Fran-
cisco police officer in 1971. The charges
against Torres were thrown out in 2011.
After mentioning recently released pris-
oners, Torres offered: “This is what your

continued on page 8
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We print below Albert Woodfox’s
speech to the December 2 New York
City Holiday Appeal benefit.

All power to the people! It is an
honor for me to be here. I want to
thank the Partisan Defense Committee
and all the comrades who are here in
attendance for asking me to come here
and speak before you. Given all the
wonderful things that have been said
by wonderful comrades before me, I
feel like a backup dancer right now.

I guess my message to you is that
for those of you who are just enter-
ing social struggle, welcome. To those
of you who have spent decades, look
at me and see that the strength and
determination of human spirit defies
all evil.

I wish I could say that I can see the
horizon. I have been struggling for the
last 44 years in solitary confinement.
But we just elected a maniac. For those
of you who are involved in social
struggle, I say: You must be more
determined. You must be willing to
make whatever sacrifice is necessary
because this struggle is not about us.

A young man asked me—we were
visiting Harlem—why was I still in-

Albert Woodfox:
Unbowed,

Unbroken

volved in social struggle? And I thought
about it for a moment and I said, “Old
men like me struggle so young men
like you could know victory.”

For 44 years I defied the State of
Louisiana and the Department of Cor-
rections. Their main objective was to
break my spirit. I saw other men who
had been broken by the state—by the
use of other inmates and by the bru-
tality of prison guards. Once a man’s
spirit has been broken he can never
get it back. He will never be the same.
And those are the kind of things that
motivated me, my comrades Robert
Hillary King and Herman Hooks Wal-
lace, to continue to struggle at a time
when all we had was one another.

So I will ask you here tonight to look
at me: unbowed, unbroken. You played
a part in that. Everyone here tonight
who has ever written a letter to me or
to another prisoner, it is that kind of
strength that gives us the will to keep
going, to keep making a sacrifice.

I have been asked many times would
I change anything? Not one thing. Be-
cause what I went through allowed me
to be the man I am today, the Black
Panther I will always be. Thank you.

Black
Freedom...

(continued from page 1)

convey to people, to activists, to workers:
you don’t get reforms from the ruling
class by electing nice-sounding candi-
dates. Benefits for working people and the
oppressed are not won through the ballot
box. They are forced out of the hands of
the capitalist rulers through massive class
and social struggles on the picket lines
and in the streets. As the great abolition-
ist Frederick Douglass put it, “Power con-
cedes nothing without a demand.”

But there is a lack of class struggle,
to put it mildly, in the U.S. today. The
capitalist rulers have been waging relent-
less war against working people. And
the response of the pro-capitalist union
bureaucracy? Vote for Democrats. Trump
said he wants to “save American jobs.”
This is just an echo of the same losing and
poisonous protectionism that the union
tops have long promoted. How did a pred-
atory capitalist once best known for the
phrase, “you’re fired,” become the sup-
posed savior of a layer of white workers?
You can give a lot of thanks to the union
bureaucracy for that. They oversaw the
devastation of the unions. In the 1950s,

A Spartacist Pamphlet $1.50 [

Black History
and the Class Struggle

No. 25

U Raclist Police Terror U.S.A.

Socialist Revolution!

No.25, July 2016 $1.50 (64 pages)

Black History is sent to WV subscribers.
Make checks payable/mail to:
Spartacist Pub. Co., Box 1377 GPO
New York, NY 10116

16 DECEMBER 2016

35 percent of all workers were unionized;
today, it’s just over 11 percent. By the
way, that 11 percent includes the cops and
prison guards that the union tops treach-
erously organize. These aren’t workers;
they are enforcers of capitalist rule. Cops
and prison guards have no place in the
labor movement.

Slavery and the near extermination of
the Native population are at the heart of

WV Photo

New York City
Verizon

strike rally,
May 5.

the founding of American capitalism. The
ruling class has nothing but contempt for
Native Americans: just look at the vicious
repression against the Standing Rock pro-
testers. One young woman now faces the
prospect of losing her arm after she was
hit with a police concussion grenade. We
are Marxists; we are not environmental-
ists. We don’t oppose pipelines per se,
and we don’t have a position on whether
that particular pipeline should be built.
But we do vigorously defend the Stand-
ing Rock protesters and say: Hands off!
American Indians have been the victims
of rape, pillage and plunder, land theft
and broken treaties. Only working-class
rule can ensure their social emancipation:
voluntary integration on the basis of full
equality and regional autonomy for those
who want it.

The bedrock of American capitalism
is black oppression, with the majority of
black people forcibly segregated at the
bottom of society. One of the big lies the
ruling class sells white working people is
that they pay for the benefits that are per-
ceived as going to black people or other
minorities. But when anti-racist activists

e §, e
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Protesters mobilize against “alt-right” white supremacist Richard Spencer
speaking at Texas A&M University, December 6.

talk about “white skin privilege,” they
accept, whether they know it or not, that
white workers have no material interest in
fighting for black freedom. There is actu-
ally a layer of white people that does ben-
efit from black oppression. It’s called the
ruling class, the white ruling class, and
they’re laughing all the way to the bank
because they’ve got the people they exploit
and oppress at each other’s throats. If you
think all white people—especially white
workers—benefit from black oppression,
this is not only false; it alibies the racist
ruling class. Racial oppression is used to
divide the working class and deepen the
exploitation of all workers.

Many activists have taken a very cou-
rageous stance against rampant police ter-
ror. But the cops keep on killing because
it is their job under capitalism to terror-
ize the ghettos and barrios and to smash
workers struggles. The only way out is a
class perspective; the only way out is the
fight for black liberation through social-
ist revolution. Neither liberalism nor black
separatism challenges capitalism. There
can be no road to black freedom separate
from integrated class struggle. Ours is
the program of revolutionary integration:

mobilizing the proletariat against every
manifestation of black oppression to open
the road to black equality by building a
socialist society. This is part of the strug-
gle to liberate the whole working class
from exploitation. Karl Marx captured the
great truth of America when he said about
this country: “Labor cannot emancipate
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itself in the white skin where in the black
it is branded.”

Today, after Trump’s victory, many
Democrats talk of compromise. Speaking
of the new orange overlord, Obama said:
“We're actually all on one team.” And
they are. Compromise works for them
because—whatever their differences—
Democrats and Republicans, as well as
Greens, all represent the same capitalist
system. But for the working class, there
is no basis for compromise, there is no
common ground with them. Compro-
mise didn’t end slavery. Compromise
maintained slavery. It took a Civil War,
the Second American Revolution, to end
slavery. And it will take a third Ameri-
can revolution, a socialist revolution, to
end wage slavery and black oppression. I
think I can make a pledge, which is that
when a victorious multiracial workers
army marches through Louisiana, Angola
prison will be evacuated, and that symbol
of slavery and oppression taken down off
the face of the earth.

It is utopian to think that this blood-
drenched system can be reformed to serve
the interests of working people and the
oppressed. What is needed is a fighting
labor movement that understands that
the bosses and workers have no common
interests. What’s needed is a revolution-
ary, multiracial, internationalist workers
party that champions women’s rights,
including free abortion on demand; that
fights for full citizenship rights for all
immigrants; that makes central to its
cause the struggle for black freedom; and
that wins working people to opposing the
ravages of this ruling class abroad and to
standing in solidarity with the victims of
U.S. imperialism—a workers party ded-
icated to a working-class revolution that
sweeps away capitalist rule. Only then
will the wealth of this country be used to
benefit those who produce it.

Our model is the Bolshevik-led October
Revolution of 1917. Our goal is an interna-
tionally planned socialist economy. And
our vision is a global, classless, stateless
communist society of freedom and mate-
rial abundance. The Spartacist League,
U.S. section of the International Com-
munist League, is committed to building
the workers party that will, without com-
promise, fight for a workers government
where those who labor rule. We urge you
to join our struggle.
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Abortion...

(continued from page 1)

abortions should be punished. Facing an
outcry from both Republican and Demo-
cratic politicians, he was quickly forced to
disavow the statement. But in Tennessee,
Trump’s rant is already reality.

Anna Yocca, 31 years old when she
sought to terminate her pregnancy, lives
in a state where 96 percent of counties
have no abortion clinics. This is part of a
growing pattern making it all but impos-
sible for working-class, black and Latina
women to have access to abortion. Mis-
sissippi, Missouri, North Dakota, South
Dakota and Wyoming each have only one
abortion clinic remaining.

The prosecution of Anna Yocca on fel-
ony charges is a dangerous precedent for
new attacks on abortion rights, which have
been rolled back for decades. According
to the Guttmacher Institute, since the 1973
Roe v. Wade decision, states have enacted
more than 1,000 restrictions on abortion.
More than a quarter of these state laws

selves could be punished under any of
40 different laws, including those against
child abuse, drug possession, or practic-
ing medicine without a license. In Ohio,
the state legislature recently passed a
“heartbeat” bill that would ban abortions
from as early as six weeks. If a doctor
terminates a pregnancy without listen-
ing for a heartbeat or when a heartbeat
is audible, the physician could lose their
license and face up to a year in prison.
In a motion to dismiss Anna Yocca’s
case, her attorney argued that bring-
ing her to trial “makes every pregnant
woman vulnerable to arrest and prosecu-
tion if she is perceived to have caused or
even risked harm to a human embryo or
fetus.” Indeed, and one could also note a
prior victim of such an attack, Purvi Patel,
sentenced in 2015 to 20 years in prison
in Indiana for having had a miscarriage.
Though the conviction was overturned last
July, Patel was the first woman in the U.S.
sentenced for “feticide.” At least 38 states
now have “fetal homicide” laws to punish
women for terminating a pregnancy. Cen-
tral to the ideology behind anti-abortion

Reuters

Washington, D.C.: Protest outside Supreme Court during hearing on 2013

Texas anti-abortion law, March 2.

were passed in just five years—while
Barack Obama was in the White House.
The most common restrictions include
bans on late-term abortion, restrictions
on medical abortion, enforced waiting
periods, parental notification and consent
regulations and mandatory counseling
(where medical personnel are forced to
provide inaccurate information to dis-
suade women from seeking abortions).
In recent years, anti-abortion big-
ots have pursued a campaign of Tar-
geted Regulation of Abortion Providers
(TRAP) laws, which impose expensive,
medically unnecessary regulations on
clinics to force them to shut down (see
“Fight for Free Abortion on Demand!”
WV No. 1086, 25 March). Women who
attempt to end their pregnancies them-

— Women and Revolution ,@—

: The Marxist Approach to
Women’s Liberation

Communism
. and the Family

The Marxist Approach to
Women'’s Liberation

Communism and the Family

Workers Vanguard
two-part article $1
Nos. 1068 and 1069
(15 and 29 May 2015)

Order from:
Spartacist Publishing Company
Box 1377 GPO
New York, NY 10116

and “fetal protection” laws is the religious
dogma that a fetus has a God-given “soul.”
In imposing this fiction on everyone, the
anti-abortion bigots seek to reduce women
to mere baby-making machines.

Trump’s victory, unexpected by many,
has many abortion-rights activists under-
standably scared. Vice President-elect
Mike Pence threatens that the legal right
to abortion will be “consigned to the
ash heap of history,” while Trump vows
to appoint anti-abortion justices to the
Supreme Court. But it was not the polit-
ical composition of the 1973 court—
the majority of whom were Republican
appointees—that led to the legalization of
abortion in the historic Roe v. Wade deci-
sion. The Roe decision was a concession
to explosive mass struggle. The women’s
liberation movement arose as masses of
radicalized youth took to the streets to
fight for black rights and against the dirty
imperialist war in Vietnam.

It was a sign of the times that in April
1969, hundreds of thousands of women
marched in Washington, D.C., demand-
ing that abortion be legalized. Many wore
coat hangers around their necks, symbol-
izing what women face when abortion
is illegal. But in the years after the Roe
decision, abortion rights were whittled
down by relentless attacks, illustrating
that democratic rights under capitalism
are always partial and reversible. It is the
stock in trade of Republican politicians to
attack abortion. But it was the Democratic
Party that paved the way for them. The
anti-abortion crusade found a champion
with “born again” Democratic president
Jimmy Carter, who in 1977 sneered,
“There are many things in life that are
not fair” as he signed into law the Hyde
Amendment eliminating abortion cover-
age from Medicaid.

Understanding that most Americans
favor some form of abortion rights, the
Democrats say just enough in support
of “choice,” while they echo the “fam-
ily values” rhetoric of the Republicans,

WTVF

Anna Yocca

at October 18
court hearing in
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Tennessee.

aiming to win over a section of their reli-
gious constituency. Hillary Clinton’s well-
known statement that abortion should be
“safe, legal and rare” was part of the Dem-
ocratic Party’s platform beginning in the
early 1990s.

Some 90 percent of abortions are first-
trimester procedures that are medically
safe, simple and done in a doctor’s office.
Yet abortion remains an explosive politi-
cal issue because it touches on the equal-
ity of women. It is seen as challenging the
institution of the family and the idea that
motherhood is a woman’s destiny.

The Roe v. Wade decision was a dem-
ocratic gain, but access to that gain was
always more difficult for poor and working
women. We live in a class-divided society
where those with money will always have
access to the procedure while an increas-
ing number of women are forced to resort
to do-it-yourself abortions, including the
coat hanger. Today almost half of women
who obtain abortions live below the fed-
eral poverty line. The Democrats, no less
than the Republicans, serve and protect
the capitalist social system, which con-
signs millions of women and children to
lives of poverty. As socialists who fight
for workers revolution to bring down the
whole oppressive system, we call for free
abortion on demand. Abortion and contra-
ception should be available at no cost as
part of universal, quality health care that
is free at the point of service.

In the wake of Hillary Clinton’s defeat,
several prominent feminists linked to
Clinton and the Obama administration

are calling for a January 21 march in
Washington, D.C., the day after Trump’s
inauguration. Tellingly, the call for the
march goes out of its way to disappear any
mention or hint of abortion rights. Reli-
ance on “pro-choice” Democrats has been
the hallmark of the bourgeois feminists,
undermining the fight for abortion rights.

What is urgently needed is a militant
struggle, independent of the Democrats
and bolstered by the power of labor, to
defend and extend women’s rights—
including the right to abortion. As we
wrote in our article after the elections,
“We Need a Multiracial Revolutionary
Workers Party! Democrats Paved the Way
for Trump” (WV No. 1100, 18 November):

“The election made it clear that there is
plenty of anger against the Washington
elites, but it is not expressed along class
lines. It is high time that some genuine
class hatred be mobilized against the
politicians of the Republicans and Demo-
crats, whatever their race or sex, and the
capitalist rulers they serve. The power to
resist the depredations of capitalism lies in
the hands of the men and women—black,
white and immigrant—whose labor keeps
the wheels of production turning and pro-
duces the capitalists’ wealth.”

The emancipation of women requires
a workers revolution that will smash all
forms of social oppression, lay the mate-
rial basis to free women from age-old
family servitude and reorganize society
in the interests of all. Key to this per-
spective is the forging of a revolutionary,
multiracial workers party that will lead
the fight for women’s liberation through
socialist revolution. ®

Holiday
Appeal...

(continued from page 6)

work has produced, some of your work
anyway. I hope it produces more, which
is, you know, the eventual overthrow of
the capitalist system.”

Lynne Stewart, who, like Torres, is a
familiar face at New York benefits, was
not able to attend this year but sent a state-
ment. A lawyer known for representing
Black Panthers and leftist radicals, Stew-
art was imprisoned in 2009, having been
convicted in a frame-up “war on terror”
show trial for defending an Islamic cleric

who was jailed for an alleged plot to blow
up NYC landmarks in the early 1990s.
After nearly dying from breast cancer in
prison, she was finally released in Decem-
ber 2013. Stewart wrote: “There is no
event more enjoyable and important than
the Holiday Appeal. That is so because
it so clearly highlights and champions
our true heroes and sheroes—those who
wait to be released from sinister political
imprisonment. None are more aware than
your guests of honor, Robert King and
Albert Woodfox, who suffered Angola.”
To support the work of the PDC, send
contributions to: PDC, P.O. Box 99, Canal
Street Station, New York, NY 10013. For
more information on how to contribute and
how to correspond with the class-war pris-
oners, go to www.partisandefense.org.
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Bourgeois Hypocrisy over Police Sex Scandal,
#1093, 29 July (2)

OBITUARIES

Soviet Spy Remembered: Marcus Klingberg,
1918-2015, #1082, 29 Jan. (5)

Wopashitwe Mondo Eyen we Langa, 1947-2016,
#1086, 25 Mar. (3)

Muhammad Ali: An Appreciation, #1092, 1 July
(4)

In Honor of a Revolutionary Labor Militant—Stan
Gow, 1928-2016, #1100, 18 Nov. (4, 5)

Orlando, Fla.—See U.S.: General.
Orta, Ramsey—See Police.

Owen, Robert—See History of the Marxist
Movement.

Paris Commune—See Quote of the Week. See
also History of the Marxist Movement.

Parker, Nate—See Black Question.

Partido dos Trabalhadores (PT-Workers Party)—
See Brazil. See also Internationalist Group (IG).

PARTISAN DEFENSE COMMITTEE—ANd
see Abu-Jamal, Mumia; Civil Liberties: Cases,
Woodfox Case.

30th Annual Holiday Appeal: Solidarity with
Class-War Prisoners (CSDN), #1083,
12 Feb. (6, 8)

Spartacist League Speaker at Oakland Holiday
Appeal (CSDN), #1083, 12 Feb. (6, 8)

Remarks by Hugo Pinell’s Daughter (CSDN),
#1083, 12 Feb. (7)

Greetings from Class-War Prisoners (CSDN),
#1083, 12 Feb. (7)

31st Annual Holiday Appeal: Free the Class-War
Prisoners! (CSDN), #1100, 18 Nov. (8, 6)

Former Class-War Prisoners Address NYC
Holiday Appeal Benefit (CSDN), #1102,
16 Dec. (6, 8)

Peltier, Leonard—See Civil Liberties: Cases. See
also Native Americans.

PERU

After 20 Years: Lori Berenson Finally Home,
#1082, 29 Jan. (2)

Pinell, Hugo—See Partisan Defense Committee.

PKK (Kurdistan Workers Party)—See Turkey.

POLAND

Far-Right Government Targets Immigrants,
Women, Leftists (Platforma Spartakusowcow),
#1090, 20 May (12, 10, 11)

Down With Court Sentences of Polish
Communists!, #1090, 20 May (11)

POLICE—And see Abu-Jamal, Mumia: Message
from Prison; Chicago; Ireland; Milwaukee;
Oakland; San Francisco. See also Black
Question; Civil Liberties: Cases; Sports;

U.S.: Elections.

Black People Under Siege—Mobilize Labor’s
Power Against Racist Cop Terror!, #1093,
29 July (1, 3)

Predictive Policing Is Racist Garbage, #1095,
9 Sept. (5)

Charlotte, North Carolina: Black People in Cop
Crosshairs, #1097, 7 Oct. (1, 10)

It’s No Crime to Film the Cops, #1098, 21 Oct.
1,7

NYPD Guns Down 66-Year-Old Black Woman,
#1099, 4 Nov. (3)

Mount Greenwood, Chicago: Racist Mob Cheers
Cop Terror, #1101, 2 Dec. (3)

SEIU Bureaucrats Embrace Cops, #1101, 2 Dec.
@)

Portland, Ore.—See Socialist Alternative (SAIt).

POSTAL WORKERS

Life and Death at the Post Office (L), #1081,
15 Jan. (2)

PRISONS—AnNd see also Civil Liberties: Cases;
Death Penalty; United States: Elections.

Prison Health Care Nightmare—Mumia’s Life Still
in Danger, #1081, 15 Jan. (12, 10, 11)

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

The Heritage of Lenin (Fourth International),
#1081, 15 Jan. (2)

The Trotskyists Remained Faithful to October
(Leopold Trepper), #1082, 29 Jan. (2)

Bourgeois Elections and the Dictatorship
of Capital (Platform of the Communist
International), #1083, 12 Feb. (2)

Soviet Power and Women’s Emancipation
(Alexandra Kollontai), #1085, 11 Mar. (2)

The Paris Commune and Its Lessons (Leon
Trotsky), #1087, 8 Apr. (2)

The Popular Front: Class Betrayal (James
Burnham), #1089, 6 May (2)

Imperialism and Capitalist Plunder (V.1. Lenin),
#1091, 3 June (2)

Bourgeois and Workers Democracy (V.l. Lenin),
#1092, 1 July (2)

U.S. “Democracy” and the Capitalist State
(Socialist Workers Party, Declaration of
Principles [1938]), #1093, 29 July (2)

On Revolutionary Continuity (James P. Cannon),
#1095, 9 Sept. (2)

The Capitalist State Cannot Be Reformed
(Gregory Zinoviev), #1097, 7 Oct. (2)

The 1956 Hungarian Political Revolution (Shane
Mage), #1099, 4 Nov. (2)

On the Anniversary of the Russian Revolution
(James P. Cannon), #1100, 18 Nov. (2)

Solidarity with Class-War Prisoners! (James P.
Cannon), #1101, 2 Dec. (2)

Marx on Christianity (Karl Marx), #1102, 16 Dec. (2)
Religion—See Italy; Quote of the Week.
Revolutionary Tendency (RT)—See Cuba.

Roe v. Wade—See Abortion.

Rousseff, Dilma—See Brazil. See also
Internationalist Group (IG).

Russia—See Sports.
Russian Revolution—See Quote of the Week.

Saint-Simon, Henri—See History of the Marxist
Movement.

SAN FRANCISCO—And see Education.

Cop Terror Against Blacks, Latinos, Homeless,
#1091, 3 June (1, 8)

San Francisco State University (SFSU)—See
Education.

Sanders, Bernie—See U.S.: Elections.
Scott, Keith Lamont—See Police.

Service Employees International Union (SEIU)—
See Labor; Police.

Sexuality—See Transgender Rights. See also
Black Question; Civil Liberties: General.

Sharapova, Maria—See Sports.
Slater, Erek—See Transit Workers.

Slavery—See Black Question; Civil War and
Reconstruction, U.S.

Smith, Sylvile—See Milwaukee.

Snowden, Edward—See Civil Liberties: General.

SOCIALIST ALTERNATIVE (SAIt)—And see
also U.S.: Elections.

Portland: Socialist Alternative Witchhunts Reds,
#1099, 4 Nov. (5)

Socialist Equality Party—See Labor.

Socialist Party (Ireland)—See Ireland.
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SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (SWP)—And see
Quote of the Week. See also Black Question;
Cuba.

Message from Barnestown: “Our Line’s Been
Changed Again,” #1102, 16 Dec. (5)

SOUTH AFRICA—AnNd see also Israel/Palestine.

Race and Class Under Neo-Apartheid (Spartacist
South Africa) (S)
Part One, #1081, 15 Jan. (12, 8, 9, 10)
Part Two, #1082, 29 Jan. (7, 8, 9)

Student Protests Shake South Africa, #1082,
29 Jan. (12, 6)

Against Black Nationalist Slanders of Marx and
Engels (Spartacist South Africa), #1095,
9 Sept. (6, 7)

Mass Student Protests Demand Free Education
Now, #1097, 7 Oct. (12, 11)

Free Student Protesters! Cops Off Campus!,
#1099, 4 Nov. (7, 8)

SOUTH KOREA—AnNd see also North Korea.

Down With Anti-Labor Offensive!, #1084, 26 Feb.
5)

SOVIET UNION—AnNd see Quote of the Week.
See also Afghanistan; Archives of the Marxist
Movement; Cuba; Obituaries.

On the Formation of the Soviet Union (L), #1088,
22 Apr. (2)

25 Years Ago: “Soviet Workers: Defeat Yeltsin-
Bush Counterrevolution!” [reprinted from
Workers Vanguard No. 533, 30 August 1991],
#1094, 26 Aug. (2, 10)

SPARTACIST LEAGUE—ANd see Cuba. See
also Black Question; U.S.: Elections.

Spartacist League 14th National Conference:
Fighting for Revolutionary Continuity, #1088,
22 Apr. (6,7, 8,9)

SPORTS—AnNd see also Obituaries.

Let Jenrry Mejia Play!—Down With Anti-Drug
Witchhunt!, #1084, 26 Feb. (3)

Sports Snoops Slam Sharapova, #1086,
25 Mar. (9)

On Sharapova and Sports (L), #1090, 20 May (3)

Olympics 2016: Let the Russians Play!, #1093,
29 July (12, 11)

Salute Colin Kaepernick’s Protest Against Cop
Terror! Don’t Kneel for U.S. Imperialism!,
#1095, 9 Sept. (12, 11)

Standing Rock—See Native Americans.
Steel Workers—See China.

Sterling, Alton—See Police.

SYRIA—And see France; International Socialist
Organization (ISO). See also Canada; Turkey.

Syria: Imperialists Fuel Bloodbath, #1084,
26 Feb. (1, 10, 11)

Down With U.S. Imperialism! Syria Quagmire,
#1091, 3 June (1, 9)

Syriza—See Greece.

TEACHERS—AnNd see Chicago; Mexico.

Chicago Teachers Reject Sellout Contract: The
Time to Strike Is Now!, #1083, 12 Feb. (12, 11)

Chicago Teachers One-Day Walkout, #1087,
8 Apr. (6)

Chicago: Union Tops Try to Put Lid on Struggle—
Teachers One-Day Strike Draws Wide Support,
#1088, 22 Apr. (12, 11)

On Chicago Teachers Union (L), #1091,
3 June (2)

LIU-Brooklyn: Teachers Stave Off Union Busting
Attack, For Now, #1097, 7 Oct. (4, 5)

Chicago Teachers Get Sold Out, #1100, 18 Nov.
(7, 8)

Transport Workers Union (TWU)—See Transit
Workers.

Trepper, Leopold—See Quote of the Week.

Trotsky, Leon—See Quote of the Week; Soviet
Union.

Trotskyist Group of Greece (TGG)—See Greece.

TURKEY—And see also Syria.

Turkey’s Failed Coup: Both Sides Bad for
Workers—Down With the State of Emergency!,
#1093, 29 July (12, 11)

Turkey: Erdogan’s Countercoup—For a United
Independent Kurdistan!, #1095, 9 Sept. (1, 8,
9, 10)

Massive Repression in Turkey—Kurds Under the
Gun, #1102, 16 Dec. (3, 4)

Tyler, Gary—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

United Auto Workers (UAW)—See Auto Workers.
See also Israel/Palestine; Labor; U.S.: General.

United Mine Workers of America (UMWA)—See
Mine Workers.

United Nations (UN)—See Haiti. See also North
Korea.

UNITED STATES

e General—And see Civil Liberties: General;
Drugs. See also Immigration; Spartacist League.

Capitalists Poison Flint, #1082, 29 Jan. (1, 11)

More on Flint Lead Poisoning (L), #1083,
12 Feb. (2)

Remember Japanese-American Concentration
Camps (L), #1085, 11 Mar. (8)

Orlando Anti-Gay Massacre—No to Gun Control!
No to Anti-Muslim Bigotry!, #1092, 1 July
(12, 11)

For a Class-Struggle Fight for Black Freedom—
We Need a Revolutionary Workers Party!,
#1102, 16 Dec. (1, 7)

e Elections—And see Black Question; Mexico.
See also Communications Workers; Labor;
Socialist Workers Party.

Bernie Sanders: Imperialist Running Dog, #1083,
12 Feb. (1, 11)

Democrats, Republicans—Dump 'Em All!:
Fear, Loathing and the Primaries, #1087,
8 Apr. (1, 5, 6)

Down With Racist Attacks on Voting Rights!,
#1090, 20 May (1, 8, 9)

Fake Socialists Pimp for Imperialist Sanders—
Break with the Capitalist Democrats and
Republicans!, #1092, 1 July (1, 10)

War Criminals Rally Behind Hawk Clinton—
Capitalist Green Party No Alternative, #1094,
26 Aug. (1, 11)

Elections 2016: Racist Bigot vs. Imperialist Hawk,
#1098, 21 Oct. (1, 6, 7, 8)

SPARTACIST

Theoretical and Documentary Repository
of the International Communist League
(Fourth Internationalist)

Spartacist (English edition)

Volume 1: Issues 1 to 20, February 1964 to July 1971
(out of stock)

Volume 2: Issues 21 to 30, Autumn 1972 to Autumn 1980
(out of stock)

Volume 3: Issues 31 to 40, Summer 1981 to Summer 1987
(out of stock)

Volume 4: Issues 41-42 to 47-48, Winter 1987-88 to
Winter 1992-93

Volume 5: Issues 49-50 to 54, Winter 1993-94 to
Spring 1998

Volume 6: Issues 55 to 58, Autumn 1999 to Spring 2004

Bound Volumes of ICL Publications

WikiLeaks Reveals Truths—Democrats Go
Ballistic, #1099, 4 Nowv. (1, 6)

Democrats Paved the Way for Trump—We Need
a Multiracial Revolutionary Workers Party!,
#1100, 18 Nov. (1, 2)

Trump Trauma (L), #1101, 2 Dec. (2)

¢ International Relations—And see Afghanistan;
Cuba; Greece; Haiti; Japan; North Korea;
Syria. See also Turkey.

Don’t Forget Guam (L), #1090, 20 May (3)
United Steelworkers Union (USW)—See China.

Vatican—See Italy.

VENEZUELA
Venezuela in Crisis, #1084, 26 Feb. (12, 9)

Verizon Strike—See Communications Workers;
Labor.

Walker, Corey—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

“War on Terror”—See Civil Liberties: General;
France; Germany. See also U.S.: General.

WikiLeaks—See U.S.: Elections.
Wolkenstein, Rachel—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Woman Question—See Abortion; Archives of
the Marxist Movement; France. See also
Afghanistan; Northern Ireland; Poland;
Quote of the Week; Spartacist League; U.S.:
Elections.

Woodfox, Albert—See Civil Liberties: Woodfox
Case. See also Partisan Defense Committee.

WORKERS VANGUARD
Letters Policy, #1090, 20 May (3)

Workers Vanguard Subscription Drive
2016 Quotas, #1093, 29 July (2)
2016 Quotas, #1094, 26 Aug. (3)
Week Two Totals, #1095, 9 Sept. (3)
Week Four Totals, #1096, 23 Sept. (2)
Week Six Totals, #1097, 7 Oct. (2)
Final Totals, #1098, 21 Oct. (3)

Statement of Ownership, Management, and
Circulation, #1098, 21 Oct. (9)

WV Goes to Eight Pages, #1099, 4 Nov. (2)
WV Sub Drive Success, #1101, 2 Dec. (2)
Letters Policy, #1102, 16 Dec. (2)

Workplace Safety—See Germany; Mine Workers;
Transit Workers.

World Socialist Web Site—See Labor.
Yocca, Anna—See Abortion.
Zinoviev, Gregory—See Quote of the Week.

Zionism—See Israel/Palestine. See also Britain.

Women and Revolution ,@

Journal of the Women’s Commission
of the Spartacist League/U.S.

Volume 1: Issues 1 to 20, May-June 1971 to Spring 1980

$27 (includes postage)

Volume 2: Issues 21 to 36, Winter 1980-81 to Spring 1989

(out of stock)

Volume 3: Issues 37 to 45, Spring 1990 to Winter/Spring 1996

$30 (includes postage)

WORKERS VANGUARD

Organ of the Spartacist League/U.S.

Volumes 1 to 45, 1970 through 2014, include one year of WV
except: Volume 1 includes 1970-73, Volumes 4 to 9 include six
months each of WV weekly, 1976-78. (Volumes 1, 13, 15, 20,
23, 25, 29, 36 out of stock.)

Price per volume (includes postage):
Vol. 1-35:  $35
Vol. 36-45: $90

Torture—See Canada. Spartacist (German edition)

Volume 1: Issues 1 to 10, Spring 1974 to Winter 1981-82
Volume 2: Issues 11 to 18, Winter 1983-84 to Spring 1997
Volume 3: Issues 19 to 24, Winter 1997-98 to

Summer 2004

Spartacist (French edition)

Volume 1: Issues 1 to 14, May 1972 to December 1977
Volume 2: Issues 15-16 to 26, Spring 1980 to Spring 1991
Spartacist (Spanish edition)

Volume 1: Issues 1 to 10, 1974 to February 1982
Price per volume (includes postage):
Spartacist (English edition) Volumes 5 and 6: $75
All others: $30

TRANSGENDER RIGHTS—And see also Civil
Liberties: Manning Case.
Full Democratic Rights for Transgender

People!l—“Bathroom Bill” Bigotry, #1081,
15 Jan. (3, 11)

All volumes are indexed. Some volumes available on microfilm

upon request.

Discounts available for larger orders of any combination of

WV and Spartacist. Please inquire.

Order from/pay to: Spartacist Publishing Co., Box 1377 GPO
New York, NY 10116

TRANSIT WORKERS—AnNd see Chicago.

Reinstate Fired Chicago Transit Union Steward!
(CSDN), #1085, 11 Mar. (3)

NYC Subway: Death Trap for Transit Workers,
#1100, 18 Nov. (7)
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Abdullah (Richards), Jasmine—See Civil Liberties:
Cases.

ABORTION—ANd see Northern Ireland.

Fight for Free Abortion on Demand!, #1086,
25 Mar. (1, 10)

Tennessee Tortures Woman for Abortion
Attempt—Free Anna Yocca Now!, #1102,
16 Dec. (1, 8)

ABU-JAMAL, MUMIA—AnNd see Partisan
Defense Committee; Prisons.

e General
A Visit with Mumia (CSDN), #1083, 12 Feb. (7)

New Legal Papers Filed: Free Mumia Abu-Jamal!
(CSDN), #1095, 9 Sept. (3, 10)

* Message from Prison
Flint: Crimes of Capital (CSDN), #1085, 11 Mar. (3)
Oh Baltimore Blues (CSDN), #1095, 9 Sept. (3)

AFGHANISTAN—ANd see Canada.
Afghanistan Occupation: 15 Years of Imperialist
Crimes, #1101, 2 Dec. (8, 7)
Ali, Muhammad—See Obituaries.

Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU)—See Chicago;
Transit Workers.

American Indians—See Native Americans.
Anaheim, Calif.—See Fascism.

Angola 3—See Civil Liberties: Woodfox Case;
Partisan Defense Committee.

ARCHIVES OF THE MARXIST MOVEMENT

“Communism and the Family” by Alexandra
Kollontai, #1086, 25 Mar. (2, 3, 6, 7)

Lenin on the 1916 Irish Rebellion, #1088, 22 Apr.
2,3)

On the Need to Break with Opportunists
(by V.1. Lenin), #1090, 20 May (2, 3)

“From the Kingdom of Necessity to the Kingdom
of Freedom” (by Friedrich Engels), #1096,
23 Sept. (2, 11)

“Theses on Bourgeois Democracy and the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat” by V.I. Lenin,
#1098, 21 Oct. (2, 3, 9)*

Theses on Bourgeois Democracy...(C), #1100,
18 Nov. (3)

Assange, Julian—See U.S.: Elections.

AUSTRALIA—AnNd see China.

1966 Aboriginal Stockmen’s Strike (Australasian
Spartacist), #1094, 26 Aug. (6, 7, 8, 9)

AUTO WORKERS—AnNd see also Labor.
Diary of an Auto Temp, #1083, 12 Feb. (9, 10)

Baltimore—See Abu-Jamal, Mumia: Message
from Prison.

Beal, Joshua—See Police.

Berenson, Lori—See Peru.

Between the World and Me—See Black Question.
Black Lives Matter—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

Black Panther Party—See Civil Liberties:
Woodfox Case; Obituaries.

BLACK QUESTION—ANd see Abu-Jamal,
Mumia: Message from Prison; Chicago;
Fascism; Milwaukee; Police; San Francisco.
See also Civil Liberties: Cases; Civil War
and Reconstruction, U.S.; Death Penalty;
Education; Obituaries; Spartacist League;
Sports; U.S.: General, Elections.

Telling Some Truth, but Pushing a Myth: Notes
on Ta-Nehisi Coates, #1083, 12 Feb. (3, 10)
“Black and Red—Class Struggle Road to Negro
Freedom” [reprinted from Spartacist No. 10,

May-June 1967] (S)
Part One, #1084, 26 Feb. (2, 6, 7, 8)
Part Two, #1085, 11 Mar. (6, 7)

Issues No. 1081 (15 January) through No. 1102 (16 December)

GUIDE TO THE SUBJECT INDEX

e This subject index covers issues of Workers Vanguard
published during 2016, from issue No. 1081 (15 January)
through the end-of-the-year issue No. 1102 (16 December).
During this time, WV was published biweekly except for
three alternate issues in June, July and August and skip-
ping the last issue in December.

The fullest listing is by SUBJECT. Subject headings are
arranged alphabetically. Entries are listed chronologically
with two exceptions: all entries comprising a series are
listed together immediately following the first entry of
the series; corrections immediately follow the relevant
entry. An asterisk (*) after the page location of an entry
indicates that a correction follows. Corrections to articles
from previous years indicate the issue number and date
of the corrected article in brackets.

Entries are listed under subject heads. In some cases,
subject heads are broken down into subcategories. These
subcategories are listed immediately after the initial
subject head and preceded by a dot (e). The numbers
following each entry headline give the issue number, date
and page number(s) for the article. Thus:

Capitalists Poison Flint, #1082, 29 Jan. (1, 11)

means the headline of the article, issue No. 1082, dated
29 January, beginning on page 1 and continuing on
page 11.

No entry is listed twice; refer to cross-references for
guidance in locating the subject head for particular
articles. Cross-references are of two types: those
following the word “see” deal centrally with the subject
head; those following the words “see also” are related
articles. Subject heads in cross-references are separated
by a semicolon, while subcategories of subject heads are
separated by a comma. Thus:

United Nations (UN)—See Haiti. See also North Korea.

means that articles about the United Nations can be found
by going to the subject head HAITI. Related articles can
be found by going to the subject head NORTH KOREA.

e Individuals mentioned in articles are usually not a subject
heading unless the article is primarily about the given
person. Foreign political organizations are generally cross-
referenced to their appropriate countries, while U.S. political
organizations are listed under their organizational names.

e Articles relating to foreign countries are listed under
geographical headings and not normally under any
other subject heading. Articles relating to Israel and the
Occupied Territories will be found under the subject head
ISRAEL/PALESTINE. Articles that deal centrally with
U.S. foreign policy will be found under U.S.: International
Relations or under the relevant geographical heading, for
example, CHINA.

e Articles under the Class-Struggle Defense Notes (CSDN)
masthead are by the Partisan Defense Committee, a
class-struggle, non-sectarian legal and social defense
organization associated with the Spartacist League.

e Abbreviations used in entries are:
C: Correction
CSDN: Class-Struggle Defense Notes article
E: Editorial Note
L: Letter
R: Review
S: Series
YSp: Young Spartacus article
W&R: Women and Revolution article

e Entries for articles that first appeared in the press of
another section of the International Communist League
indicate the name of the press in parentheses, for example:
(Le Bolchévik).

Bill Clinton Lashes Out at Black Protesters—
Democrats Pushed Mass Incarceration,
#1088, 22 Apr. (1, 10)

Roots 40 Years Later [reprinted from Workers
Vanguard No. 147, 4 March 1977], #1092,
1 July (2)

Black History and the Class Struggle No. 25: Just
Out!, #1093, 29 July (4)

Black Filmmaker Under Fire—Down With
Witchhunt Against Nate Parker!, #1099,
4 Nov. (2)

Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)—See
Israel/Palestine.

BRAZIL—AnNd see Internationalist Group (IG).

Brazil Impeachment: Workers Have No Side,
#1089, 6 May (1, 6, 7)

On Brazil Impeachment: ICL Intervention at LO
Féte, #1091, 3 June (3)

BRITAIN—ANd see Internationalist Group (1G).
See also Ireland; Northern Ireland.

Class War in the British Labour Party—Tories,
Blairites Turn the Screws on Jeremy Corbyn
(Workers Hammer), #1081, 15 Jan. (4, 5, 7)

Britain: Banana Monarchy—Defend Jeremy
Corbyn’s Right to Run the Labour Party!,
#1082, 29 Jan. (12, 10, 11)

Britain’s National Health Service on the
Chopping Block—Victory to the Junior
Doctors!, #1084, 26 Feb. (4, 11)

Britain Out of the European Union!—
EU: Enemy of Workers and Immigrants
(Workers Hammer), #1087, 8 Apr. (3, 4, 5)

On Jeremy Corbyn (L), #1090, 20 May (3)

Smear Campaign in British Labour Party:
Imperialism, Zionism and Anti-Jewish Bigotry,
#1091, 3 June (12, 6, 7, 8)*

Imperialism, Zionism...(C), #1092, 1 July (2)

Brexit: Defeat for Bankers and Bosses!—
European Union: Enemy of Workers and
Immigrants (Workers Hammer), #1092, 1 July
(1,9)

For Jeremy Corbyn’s Right to Run the Labour
Party! Out with the Blairite Plotters! (Workers
Hammer), #1096, 23 Sept. (6, 8, 9)

Again on Jeremy Corbyn (L), #1096, 23 Sept. (6)

Yuppie Howl of Rage over Brexit (Workers
Hammer), #1096, 23 Sept. (7, 8)

Burnham, James—See Quote of the Week.

California—See Civil Liberties: Cases; Death
Penalty.

CANADA

Immigration, Racism and Anti-Communism
(Spartacist Canada), #1083, 12 Feb. (4, 5, 10)

Trudeau’s Canada: More War, More Repression
(Spartacist Canada), #1086, 25 Mar. (4, 5, 11)

Montreal: Protest Anti-Communist Censorship at
University! (YSp), #1086, 25 Mar. (5)

Canadian Monument to Anti-Communism:
Ottawa Celebrates War Criminals, Fascists
(Spartacist Canada), #1090, 20 May (6, 7)

Equal Language Rights for Alll—Ontario’s 1912
Ban on French Education (Spartacist Canada),
#1095, 9 Sept. (4,5,7)

Canadian Imperialism and Afghan Torture Cells
(Spartacist Canada), #1096, 23 Sept. (5, 9)

Cannon, James P.—See Quote of the Week.
Castile, Philando—See Police.

Castro, Fidel—See Cuba.

Catholic Church—See lItaly.

Charlotte, N.C.—See Police.

Chase, Jared—See Civil Liberties: Cases.

CHICAGO—AnNd see Civil Liberties: Cases;
Teachers; Transit Workers.

Emanuel Must Go! Enough with the
Democrats!—We Need a Multiracial
Workers Party!, #1081, 15 Jan. (1, 6, 7)

Chicago Teachers Union (CTU)—See Chicago;
Teachers.

CHINA—ANd see also North Korea.

Defend Chinal—Australian Union Tops Push
Chauvinism Against Trade Pact (Australasian
Spartacist), #1085, 11 Mar. (12, 9, 10, 11)

Chauvinist Uproar over Chinese Steel, #1098,
21 Oct. (12,10, 11)

China-Australia Free Trade Agreement (ChAFTA)—
See China.
CIVIL LIBERTIES

¢ General

Feds Hands Off Our Phones!—“War on Terror”
Targets Everyone’s Rights, #1085, 11 Mar. (1, 5)

continued on page 9
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