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Following massacre of 22 people in El Paso, Texas, on August 3, Democratic presidential contenders seek to capitalize on tragedy to promote gun
control. Left: Bernie Sanders at August 10 “Presidential Gun Sense Forum.” Right: August 4 vigil mourning victims of atrocity.

Raving against a “Hispanic invasion”
of the U.S., a fascist gunman strode into
a Walmart in El Paso on August 3 and
let loose a barrage of bullets that mur-
dered 22 people, overwhelmingly Latino,
and wounded 24 others. Hours later, nine
people, six of them black, were gunned
down outside a bar in Dayton, Ohio, by
another white man, who was killed on
the spot. These bloodbaths came on the
heels of a shooting rampage by a white-
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The following statement was issued
on August 14 by the International Sec-
retariat of the International Commu-
nist League (Fourth Internationalist).

In a calculated escalation of a
decades-long war on Kashmir, on

supremacist at the annual garlic festival in
the majority-Latino town of Gilroy, Cali-
fornia, that killed three people, including
a six-year-old child. As if to celebrate the
carnage, hundreds of fascists led by the
Proud Boys rallied in Portland, Oregon,
on August 17 under police protection.
Democratic Party presidential candi-
dates are cynically wielding these murder
sprees as well as an earlier attack on a
synagogue in Poway, California, to pos-

August 5, the Hindu-chauvinist gov-
ernment of Narendra Modi, suddenly
and without so much as a word to the
Kashmiris, dissolved the local assem-
bly and stripped the state of the limited
autonomy it has exercised since 1948.
In the weeks prior, the Indian govern-
ment had dispatched upwards of 40,000
troops to the Kashmir Valley to beef
up the 500,000 already there, including
the Central Reserve Police Force. The
oppressed Kashmiri Muslims, who are

Capitalist Rulers
Set Sights on Your Rights

ture as defenders of black people, Mexican
Americans, immigrants and others lined
up in the sights of the genocidal killers.
The Democrats send up a collective howl
against Donald Trump for fanning the
flames of racial bigotry, while seizing on
widespread public fear in the wake of the
attacks to ram through measures that would
strengthen the capitalist rulers’ repressive
powers and assault on democratic rights,
particularly the right to bear arms.

Self-Determination for Kashmir!

Indian Troops
Out of
Kashmir Valley!

August 9: Indian military enforces lockdown in predominantly Muslim
Srinagar. Hindu-chauvinist Indian government has detained more than
4,000 Kashmiri people since revoking the state’s limited autonomy.

That the Republican Trump is a rav-
ing racist who has emboldened white-
supremacist killers and other racist psychos
is hardly news. The fascists mobilizing in
Portland cheered his call to label antifa
“terrorists,” an ominous threat against
anti-fascist activists. But what Trump
shows is simply the raw face of U.S. cap-
italist rule, which is rooted in the racial
subjugation of black people, the oppression

continued on page 4
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overwhelmingly concentrated in the
Valley, live under relentless subjugation
by this massive occupying army in one
of the world’s most militarized zones.
For over a week, the Kashmir Valley
and its main city, Srinagar, have been
under complete lockdown and isolation,
with cell phone and internet communi-

cations cut off. Despite a virtual news
blackout, reports have emerged of troops
blasting people with shotgun pellets and
using tear gas against protesters who
courageously defied the curfew. Untold
numbers of Kashmiri Muslims have
been arrested and detained, including

continued on page 5




Honoring a Class-War Prisoner

Tom Manning [*=

After more than three decades of tor-
ment in America’s dungeons, class-war
prisoner Tom Manning died on July 30
at the federal penitentiary in Hazelton,
West Virginia. The official cause of death
was a heart attack, but it was the sadis-
tic prison authorities who were responsi-
ble for the death of Manning, one of the
last two incarcerated Ohio 7 leftists. In
retaliation for his unwavering opposition
to racial oppression and U.S. imperialism
and his continued political activism, the
jailers treated his medical needs with
deliberate indifference and delayed nec-
essary medication. His comrade and for-
mer prisoner Ray Luc Levasseur bitterly
remarked, “Supporters scrambled to get
a lawyer in to see him, but death arrived
first.” Although we Marxists do not share
the political strategy of the Ohio 7, we
have always forthrightly defended them
against capitalist state repression.

Born in Boston to a large Irish fam-
ily, Manning knew firsthand the life of
working-class misery. In a short autobi-
ographical sketch appearing in For Love
and Liberty (2014), a collection of his

artwork, he described how his father, a
longshoreman and a postal clerk, worked
himself to death “trying to get one end to
meet the other...he always got the worst
end.” A young Tom shined shoes and sold
newspapers, while roaming the docks and
freight yards looking for anything that
could be converted into cash or bartered.
Later, he worked as a stock boy and then
as a construction laborer. After joining
the military in 1963, he was stationed in
Guantdnamo Bay and then Vietnam.
After returning to the U.S., Manning
ended up in state prison for five years.
“Given the area where I grew up, and
being a 'Nam vet,” he wrote, “prison was
par for the course.” There he became polit-
icized, engaging in food and work strikes
and reading Che Guevara. As Levasseur
observed in 2014, “When Tom Manning
and I first met 40 years ago, we were
27 years old and veterans of mule jobs,
the Viet Nam war, and fighting our way
through American prisons. We also har-
bored an intense hatred of oppression and
a burning desire to organize resistance.”
Moved by these experiences, Man-

Lenin on WWI:
For Revolutionary Defeatism

In August 1914 at the onset of World War 1,
a bloody interimperialist war to redivide the
world, the Second (Socialist) International
collapsed as the leaders of its national sec-
tions, with few exceptions, supported their
own capitalist governments. In response,
Bolshevik leader V. 1. Lenin launched a fight

to split those parties and win subjectively

TROTSKY

revolutionary elements to proletarian inter-

LENIN

nationalism. Lenin’s program of revolution-
ary defeatism, which saw the defeat of one’s “own” imperialist bourgeoisie as a motor
force for the proletarian seizure of power, was strikingly confirmed in the October 1917
Russian Revolution led by the Bolshevik Party.

Is it not treachery to Social-Democracy when we see the German socialists’ amazing
change of front (after Germany’s declaration of war); the false phrases about a war of
liberation against tsarism; forgetfulness of German imperialism, forgetfulness of the
rape of Serbia; the bourgeois interests involved in the war against Britain, etc., etc.?

Chauvinist patriots vote for the Budget!...

Even given the total incapacita and impotence of the European socialists, the behaviour
of their leaders reveals treachery and baseness: the workers have been driven into the
slaughter, while their leaders vote in favour and join governments! Even with their total
impotence, they should have voted against, should not have joined their governments and
uttered chauvinistic infamies; should not have shown solidarity with their “nation,” and
should not have defended their “own” bourgeoisie, they should have unmasked its vileness.

Everywhere there is the bourgeoisie and the imperialists, everywhere the ignoble
preparations for carnage; if Russian tsarism is particularly infamous and barbarous
(and more reactionary than all the rest), then German imperialism too is monarchist:
its aims are feudal and dynastic, and its gross bourgeoisie are less free than the French.
The Russian Social-Democrats were right in saying that fo them the defeat of tsarism
was the lesser evil, for their immediate enemy was, first and foremost, Great-Russian
chauvinism, but that in each country the socialists (who are not opportunists) ought to
see their main enemy in their “own” (“home-made”) chauvinism.

—V.I. Lenin, “The European War and International Socialism”
(late August-September 1914)
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ning joined with a group of young leftist
radicals in the 1970s and ’80s. Early on,
they participated in neighborhood defense
efforts in Boston against rampaging anti-
busing racists and helped run a community
bail fund and prison visitation program in
Portland, Maine. They also ran a radical
bookstore, which the cops targeted for sur-
veillance, harassment, raids and assault.

The activists, associated with the Sam
Melville/Jonathan Jackson Unit in the
1970s and the United Freedom Front in
the "80s, took responsibility for a series
of bombings that targeted symbols of
South African apartheid and U.S. impe-
rialism, which they described as “armed
propaganda.” Some of these actions were
directed against Mobil Oil and U.S. mil-
itary installations in solidarity with the
struggle for Puerto Rican independence
by the Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion
Nacional (Armed Forces of National Lib-
eration). For these deeds, the Feds branded
them “terrorists” and “extremely danger-
ous’—that is, issuing a license to kill.

As targets of a massive manhunt, the
young anti-imperialist fighters went
underground for nearly ten years and were
placed on the FBI’s ten most wanted list.
Manning was captured in 1985 and sen-

tenced to 58 years in federal prison. He
was also sentenced to 80 years in New
Jersey for the self-defense killing of a
state trooper in 1981.

The Ohio 7 became the poster children
for the Reagan administration’s campaign
to criminalize leftist political activity,
declaring it domestic terrorism. In 1989,
three of them—Ray and Patricia Levas-
seur and Richard Williams—were tried
on trumped-up charges of conspiring to
overthrow the U.S. government under the
RICO “anti-racketeering” law and a 1948
sedition act. With Ray Levasseur and Wil-
liams (who died in prison in 2005) already
sentenced to enough years to be locked up
for the rest of their lives, the prosecution
served no purpose other than to revive
moribund sedition laws, which have been
used historically to imprison and deport
reds and anarchists. Despite the fact that
the government spent nearly $10 million
on the trial, the jury refused to convict.

Manning spent half a lifetime in prison
hell, marked by his torturers as a cop killer
and brutalized for his left-wing politi-
cal views. Stun-gunned, tear-gassed and
dragged around by leg irons, he was kept
in solitary for extended periods. Shortly
after his arrest, he was body-slammed
onto a concrete floor while cuffed to a
waist chain and in leg irons, resulting in
a hip fracture that was not repaired until
years later. On a separate occasion, his
right knee was permanently injured when
five guards stomped on it. Yet another
beating with his hands behind his back
severely injured his shoulders. All in all,
he had a total of 66 inches of scar tissue.
But Manning remained unbroken. Among
other things, he spoke out on behalf of
other class-war prisoners, and he was also
an accomplished artist behind bars.

The actions of the Ohio 7 were not
crimes from the standpoint of the working
class. However, their New Left strategy of
“clandestine armed resistance” by a hand-
ful of courageous leftists despaired of
organizing the proletariat in mass struggle
against the bourgeoisie. The multiracial
working class, under the leadership of a
revolutionary party fighting for a social-
ist future, is the central force capable of
sweeping away the capitalist system and
its repressive state machinery, not least
the barbaric prisons.

The Ohio 7 differed from the bulk
of 1960s New Left radicals by their
working-class origins and dedication to

continued on page 6

Clarification
PEDs, Sports and Socialism

In the article “Let Caster Semenya Run
Her Race!” (WV No. 1156, 31 May), we
wrote: “A rational socialist society would
seek to improve human athletic perform-
ance, including through performance-
enhancing drugs, which can help athletes
train harder and recover faster, while also
conducting scientific studies of the poten-
tial medical dangers.” This sentence is
misleading. It suggests that sports under
socialism will be fundamentally the same
as today, only bigger, faster and better,
including by wrongly presenting athletic
activity as the domain of specialists, that is,
athletes. Similarly, the use of performance-
enhancing drugs would not be limited to a
selected group, but rather PEDs would be
put at the disposal of the population as a
whole, so that everyone could safely enjoy
the benefits of this scientific progress.

A socialist future can be realized only
through a series of proletarian revolutions
all across the globe. Unfettering produc-
tion from the profit motive and establish-
ing an international planned economy
will usher in a society of material abun-
dance without classes, social inequality
or coercive institutions like the state. The
progressive achievements of civilization
will be fully harnessed, made accessible
to all and vastly expanded. People will be
truly free to do what they want in every
sphere of human endeavor, whether cul-
tural, artistic, scientific or any other.

We are in no position to project what
sports will be like under socialism.
However, Leon Trotsky, who along with
V.I. Lenin was a co-leader of the 1917
October Revolution in Russia, offered
some general considerations in his classic
work Literature and Revolution (1924):

“The powerful force of competition
which, in bourgeois society, has the
character of market competition, will not
disappear in a socialist society but, to use
the language of psychoanalysis, will be
sublimated, that is, will assume a higher
and more fertile form. There will be the
struggle for one’s opinion, for one’s proj-
ect, for one’s taste....

“All forms of life, such as the cultiva-
tion of land, the planning of human
habitations, the building of theaters,
the methods of socially educating chil-
dren, the solution of scientific problems,
the creation of new styles, will vitally
engross all and everybody. People will
divide into ‘parties’ over the question of
a new gigantic canal, or the distribution
of oasis in the Sahara (such a question
will exist too), over the regulation of the
weather and the climate, over a new the-
ater, over chemical hypotheses, over two
competing tendencies in music, and over
a best system of sports. Such parties will
not be poisoned by the greed of class or
caste. All will be equally interested in
the success of the whole. The struggle
will have a purely ideologic character.
It will have no running after profits, it
will have nothing mean, no betrayals, no
bribery, none of the things that form the
soul of ‘competition’ in a society divided
into classes.” H
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Democrats Are Also Guilty As Hell!

Flint’s Poisoned Water:
Five Years of Cover-Up

e

May/Flint Journal

June 28: Angry Flint residents confront prosecutors from the Democratic Attorney General’s office, including Solicitor General Fadwa
Hammoud (inset), who had dropped charges against officials responsible for poisoned water supply.

“This news today is like being hit in
the back of the head with a two-by-four.”
That’s how one black Flint activist in late
June expressed the deep anger against
prosecutors from the Democratic Attor-
ney General’s office who had dropped
charges against eight government officials
for deliberately poisoning the municipal
water supply beginning in 2014. The pros-
ecutors were trying to sell their whitewash
investigation of the Flint water crisis and
were shamefully offered the United Auto
Workers (UAW) Local 659 union hall by
the labor bureaucrats for a community
forum. The meeting was yet another chap-
ter in a massive bipartisan cover-up of a
completely man-made public health disas-
ter visited on an impoverished, majority-
black city of nearly 100,000 people. A long
trail of lies cannot hide the fact that this
population, including an entire generation
of children, suffered serious damage from
extremely high lead levels—and Flint still
does not have safe water.

The culprits include former Republican
governor Rick Snyder and his crew, as well

as Democrats, from the local level on up
to the Obama White House. However, the
problem is not simply one of bad actors.
This racist atrocity is a searing indictment
of a capitalist system based on the profit
drive and built on a foundation of black
oppression. Flint’s plight is an outcome of
the workings of that system; the birthplace
of General Motors was once truly Vehicle
City, although it has long since been rav-
aged by deindustrialization. Back in the
day, it boasted one of the highest per capita
incomes in the nation—now 40 percent of
its residents live in poverty, surrounded by
shuttered factories and foreclosed homes.
The crimes committed against the people
of Flint underscore how we need a whole
new ruling class: the workers.

Bourgeois politicians from both par-
ties have had blood on their hands from
the outset. In April 2014, with a Snyder-
appointed “emergency manager” at the
helm, the city began drawing water from
the polluted Flint River rather than Lake
Huron, its water source for a half-century.
Democratic mayor Dayne Walling, a vocal

advocate of the project, literally flipped
the switch. The purported rationale for
going off the Detroit water network and
onto a source that had been a longtime
industrial dumping ground for GM was
to save cash-strapped Flint a few million
dollars per year. Yet again, working peo-
ple were expected to bear the brunt of
“balancing” the city budget.

Every corner was cut in the process.
Perhaps the most egregious: the water was
not treated with corrosion control chem-
icals. River water, which is often acidic,
will leach lead from pipes unless these
chemicals are added to it. So, when the
water source was changed, the untreated
water supply became contaminated with
lead, a dangerous neurotoxin. As the Cen-
ters for Disease Control has concluded,
there is “no safe blood lead level.”

Immediately, residents complained about
the foul water and the illnesses, rashes,
nausea, hair loss and headaches it caused.
That’s when the cover-up kicked into high
gear. So-called experts were trotted out
who pronounced the brown water pouring

out of faucets to be perfectly fine. Four
months after the switch, researchers found
harmful bacteria in the water. Meanwhile,
an outbreak of Legionnaires’ disease
killed 12 people. The campaign of decep-
tion picked up steam, with government
officials swearing up and down that there
was no problem and dismissing mounting

evidence of widespread lead poisoning.
In September 2015, Mona Hanna-
Attisha, a pediatrician at the city’s public
hospital, faced a backlash after releasing
a study demonstrating a dramatic eleva-
tion in blood lead levels among children.
A Michigan health department spokes-
woman attributed the study results to
“seasonal spikes” having nothing to do
with the water supply. The governor’s
office complained that whistle-blowers
were turning the lead issue into a “polit-
ical football.” No government body gave
a damn about Flint. Or as Obama’s Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency regional
water branch chief stated: “I’'m not so
sure Flint is the community we want to
continued on page 5
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El Paso...

(continued from page 1)

of immigrants and ethnic minorities and
the brutal exploitation of the multiracial
working class. That system is equally
represented and enforced by the capitalist
Democratic Party. Behind the Democrats’
cries against “hate poisoning America” is
the concern that Trump is damaging the
democratic facade that masks the capital-
ists’ class dictatorship over the working
class and oppressed.

Invoking Republican president George
W. Bush’s call to “defend freedom” fol-
lowing the 9/11 attacks, the Democrats
hark back to the bipartisan unity behind
the imperialist mass murder of the peoples
of Afghanistan and Iraq and the onslaught
against democratic rights at home. Wash-
ington’s war against “Islamic terrorism”
vastly expanded the powers of the secret
police to tap phones, data-mine comput-
ers, scour financial records, set up entrap-
ment operations, and arrest suspects based
on their associations and beliefs, without
evidence of any crime committed.

The groundwork for this all-sided drive
against the rights of the populace was laid
by Bill Clinton, who, in the aftermath
of the 1995 bombing of the Oklahoma
City federal building, pushed through a
“counter-terrorism” law that massively
curtailed civil liberties and jacked up the
FBI's powers. And it was Obama who
vastly extended the reach of the “war on
terror,” both overseas and with stepped-up
state surveillance domestically.

Now everyone from Democratic Party
politicians to FBI agents is demanding
that the spying, harassment and surveil-
lance of U.S. citizens be legally codified
and expanded, including through a sin-
ister drive to further censor the internet.
While ostensibly aimed at 8chan and
other sites teeming with racists, in real-
ity these powers would mainly be used to
silence leftists, anti-racist organizers and
others, such as the Palestinian journalists
and publications that were shut down by
Facebook in recent years.

The bourgeois rulers’ target isn’t the fas-
cists. At bottom, these white-supremacist
killers are the creatures of the capitalist
class, which keeps them in reserve to
be unleashed against social upheaval,
including when its rule is challenged by
an insurgent working class. The cops
and fascists have always worked hand in
hand, from the murder of activists during
the civil rights movement and the 1979
Greensboro Massacre of five anti-Klan
leftists and union organizers to the 2017
Charlottesville fascist rampage. The fas-
cist killers are not exceptions to the rule
of racist “law and order” but auxiliaries
to the far more powerful murder appa-
ratus of the capitalist state, whose cops,
courts and prison system are the main
source of daily violence against black
people and minorities. It is this repres-
sive state apparatus that both the Dem-
ocrats and Republicans seek to reinforce
and strengthen against what the rulers see
as the real “enemy within”: the working
class, black people, immigrants and other
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minorities, as well as leftists and anyone
else perceived as opponents of capitalist
imperialism.

No to Gun Control!

As always in the wake of a mass shoot-
ing, capitalist politicians and the media
assert the state’s monopoly of arms by
pushing stricter gun control laws. The
Democrats argue that they are only pro-
posing such “reasonable” measures as
background checks, which give the cops
and Feds greater power to determine who
should be allowed to own a gun. Ulti-
mately, the issue of gun control is: do you
trust this racist capitalist state to make
that decision?

Civil rights movement leader Martin
Luther King Jr., who preached “turn the
other cheek” pacifism in the face of the
terror of the Klan and Southern sheriffs,
was denied a concealed carry permit
in 1956 after his house was bombed. A
decade later, gun control laws in Califor-
nia were aimed at disarming the Black
Panther Party, whose members patrolled
against cop terror in Oakland’s black
neighborhood, guns in hand. Gun control

whom the FBI deemed a “threat” for his
political views and advocacy of armed self-
defense. Balogun and others like him would
be prime targets of proposed “red flag”
laws, which would enable the state to seize
weapons from anyone it labels a threat.
In short, in the name of fighting white-
supremacist terror, the state is out to
augment its powers against the one force
in this society with the social power to
strike a blow against the racist killers: the
working class. And the rulers are served
by the treacherous labor misleaders, who
for decades have held that power in check,
shackling the workers to the aims and
interests of their exploiters, particularly
as represented by the Democratic Party.

Texas Goddamn!

News reports following the El Paso
massacre described how Latino families
flocked to gun shops to buy weapons
for self-defense. Many of the victims in
El Paso were U.S. citizens of Mexican
descent. Several others were Mexican
nationals doing routine shopping. They
were gunned down within eyesight of
the Mexican border, a line marked with

ZUMA

One year after 1995 Oklahoma City bombing, President Bill Clinton signed
Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act, one of many measures
expanded later under the “war on terror” to further attack basic rights.

laws are centrally aimed at disarming
black and working people, ensuring that
only the cops, fascists, strikebreakers and
criminals will be armed.

We Marxists oppose gun control laws,
including bans on semiautomatic weapons,
which the Democrats push by portraying
anyone who would buy such a rifle as
intent on mass murder. It’s worth noting
that the first ban on automatic weapons
in the U.S. was enacted in 1934, when the
ruling class was shaken by three victo-
rious citywide strikes—centered on the
Teamsters in Minneapolis, auto workers
in Toledo and longshoremen in San Fran-
cisco. Led by avowed socialists and com-
munists, the strikers prevailed in the face
of armed strikebreakers and the forces of
the capitalist state.

Any moves to curtail democratic rights
and strengthen the state’s repressive pow-
ers against “extremists” will be turned
against the labor movement, minorities
and the left. In 1941, the government used
a purported anti-fascist law, the Smith
Act, to prosecute and jail leaders of the
Minneapolis Teamsters strike as well as
national leaders of the Trotskyist Socialist
Workers Party for their opposition to the
interimperialist World War II. They were
prosecuted under Franklin Delano Roose-
velt, that icon of Democratic Party liber-
als, not least the Democratic Socialists of
America. FDR had earlier granted the FBI
increased powers of surveillance suppos-
edly to prosecute pro-Nazi organizations.
J. Edgar Hoover would use those tools to
hunt down communists and other mili-
tants and later to murder Black Panthers.

Today, the FBI Agents Association
demands that Congress make “domestic
terrorism” a federal crime, with former
Bureau chief James Comey intoning that
“violence aimed at people by virtue of their
skin color is terrorism.” But while fascist
gangs were loading their guns in Char-
lottesville, the FBI’s counter-terrorism
unit was gunning for so-called “black
identity extremists.” One of their targets
was Rakem Balogun, a black man in Texas

the blood of generations of Mexicans and
their U.S. descendants.

The tears of capitalist politicians shed
over the dead and wounded in El Paso are,
in the words of black abolitionist and for-
mer slave Frederick Douglass, “a thin veil
to cover up crimes which would disgrace
a nation of savages.” The whole border
region has an especially violent history
of racist terror going back to the seces-
sion of Texas from Mexico in the 1830s.
The “Texas Revolution” was carried out
by American slaveholders to defend their
“peculiar institution” in defiance of the
Mexican government, which had abol-
ished slavery in 1829. By the end of the
Mexican-American War in 1848, about
half of Mexican land was in U.S. hands,
although the Texas borderlands remained
hotly disputed long afterwards.

The overlay of slavery with a history
of land theft made Texas the center of
murderous violence against the Mexican-
derived population as well as against
blacks and Native Americans. The state
accounted for nearly half of all lynchings
of Mexicans in the U.S. between 1848
and 1928. This is in addition to the hun-
dreds, possibly thousands, more killed by
the Texas Rangers and vigilante outfits.

Subjected for decades to “Juan Crow”
segregation, Mexican Americans are still
specially oppressed, discriminated against
in jobs, housing, education and other ser-
vices, with many locked in deep poverty.
Our aim as Marxists is to build a revolu-
tionary workers party—overwhelmingly
made up of and led by black people, Lati-
nos and other minorities—that combats
all forms of such discrimination, fight-
ing for bilingual education and low-cost,
integrated housing and schools and other
necessities. The history of Texas as a slave
state demonstrates the link between black
oppression, which is the bedrock of Ameri-
can capitalism, and the oppression of Mex-
ican Americans, who occupy an intermedi-
ate layer in this country’s racial and ethnic
hierarchy. Ending racial oppression and
achieving genuine social equality require

workers revolution to uproot the racist cap-
italist system and replace it with a planned,
socialist economy.

The revulsion over the El Paso killings
in Mexico as well as the U.S. speaks to the
links between the working people on both
sides of the border. For the overwhelm-
ing majority of Mexican Americans, the
struggle posed is one for equality and
integration. But in the immediate border
regions, much of the Spanish-speaking
population remains in fact Mexican while
residing in what is formally the U.S. We
are for the right of self-determination in
those contiguous border areas—i.e., it is
for the population there to decide whether
they should be part of the U.S. or Mexico.

Our internationalist pledge is that a
workers government in the U.S. would re-
dress the historic injustice of the Mexican-
American War by returning certain border
regions that were seized from Mexico. This
would include the Nueces Strip between
the Nueces River and the Rio Bravo/Rio
Grande. That land was not part of Texas
when it seceded from Mexico, but was
nonetheless claimed by the U.S. and used
as a casus belli to launch its pro-slavery
invasion of Mexico. With the handover of
these territories, residents can then decide
whether to remain on the land and become
Mexican or opt for settlement in the U.S.

For a Workers Party That Fights
for a Workers Government!

Only four days after the El Paso slaugh-
ter, I.C.E. agents carried out one of the
biggest single-state anti-immigrant raids
in U.S. history. Busting into seven chicken
processing plants in Mississippi, agents
rounded up some 680 Latino workers.
Two of those plants are organized by the
United Food and Commercial Workers
(UFCW) union. In the aftermath, a union
spokesman declared that “workers across
this country are too scared to stand up for
their rights.” They wouldn’t be if union
leaders mobilized workers’ social power
in some actual struggle against the bosses
and their government!

Today, many Latinos toil away in food
processing and other plants in the South,
where they have played an important role
in such labor struggles as the unionization
of the Smithfield meatpacking plant in Tar
Heel, North Carolina, in 2008. The UFCW
leadership had wasted time and resources
on legal maneuvers and a toothless “corpo-
rate campaign” against the company. What
won union recognition was the determined
action and unity of the workers—black,
white and Latino—who repeatedly walked
off the job to protest wages and working
conditions. That included walking out for
two days after the company fired 75 immi-
grant workers and threatened the jobs of
hundreds more on the pretext that their
Social Security numbers did not match
government records.

Such actions have been all too rare
over the past several decades, as the labor
misleaders surrendered to the capitalists
waging war on workers and the poor. A
campaign to revitalize the labor move-
ment through organizing the masses of
unorganized workers will take a leader-
ship that fights it out class against class,
championing the cause of black freedom
and demanding full citizenship rights for
all immigrants. That includes mobilizing
the unions at the head of all the fascists’
intended victims to sweep the racist kill-
ers off the streets.

While fascist killers rampage and cap-
italist politicians chip away ever more at
the hard-won rights of the population,
working people and the oppressed groan
under declining wages, union-busting,
unemployment, racist police terror, anti-
immigrant reaction—the one-sided class
war waged by the rulers under both
capitalist parties. What is desperately
needed is to build a revolutionary multi-
racial workers party that would unite the
employed and unemployed, the ghetto
poor and immigrants in struggle against
the capitalist class enemy, culminating in
the establishment of a workers govern-
ment. When those who labor rule, this
system of wage slavery and the fascist
scum that it creates and nurtures will be
relics of a barbaric past.®

WORKERS VANGUARD



Flint...
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go out on a limb for.” The bourgeois rul-
ers have nothing but contempt for black
people, who in the majority are forcibly
segregated at the bottom of U.S. society.
Poor whites and Latinos in Flint are also
deprived of clean water, demonstrating
how the structural oppression of the black
masses profoundly impacts all working
people in capitalist America.

When the polluted water impacted
General Motors, the reaction of the city
bosses was very different. The river water
was SO corrosive to precision motor parts
that the GM engine plant in the city was
churning out a lot of duds. The automaker,
not about to tolerate lost profits for any
length of time, had the city switch the
water source for the plant back to Lake
Huron in October 2014. The rest of Flint,
though, was not switched back for another
year. Here is revealed a basic truth: the
capitalist government, whether admin-
istered by Democrats or Republicans,
serves only the interests of the owners of
industry and the banks.

Today, well after the return to Lake
Huron water, the nightmare is not over.
Some 2,500 lead pipes are still in the
ground, even with a replacement effort
launched over three years ago. Flint resi-
dents still have to shell out for tap filters
and bottled water to curtail risks.

The residents of other heavily black and
Democrat-run cities, notably Newark, New
Jersey, are also plagued by lead-tainted
water, while other pollutants have made the
water unsafe from West Virginia to Cali-
fornia. For many decades, the high-profit
lead industry sold large quantities of pipes
and paint as cheap alternatives for con-
struction especially in working-class and
black neighborhoods, while openly disput-
ing lead’s toxicity, which scientists had well
established. To this day, millions of lead
pipes are part of water networks across the
country, and authorities regularly cheat
when testing water to fudge lead levels.
Any number of Flint-like public health
disasters could be set off by an austerity
scheme or one bad management decision.

No lllusions in the Democrats!

Democrats today blame Snyder and his
emergency managers for the Flint disaster.
Presidential contenders and the new crop
of “progressives,” including U.S. Con-

gresswoman Rashida Tlaib from Detroit,
feign shock and horror at the events
in Flint in order to score cheap points
against the Republicans. Current Demo-
cratic mayor Karen Weaver and governor
Gretchen Whitmer are doing what pol-
iticians from the “lesser evil” bourgeois
party do: attempting to dampen discontent
and “restore trust” in government officials.

In fact, the very legislation granting the
Michigan governor the power to hijack
local governments in the event of an “emer-
gency” was signed by Democrat James
Blanchard in the 1980s. Over the years,
Democrats and Republicans alike have
decreed such takeovers in order to impose
cuts in social services and as a club against
public workers unions. Snyder’s Demo-
cratic predecessor put the Detroit Public
Schools into this form of receivership in
order to rob the pensions of union teach-
ers and staff. By the end of 2013, most of
the majority-black cities in Michigan were
under the control of emergency managers,
a tool of racist disenfranchisement.

At the time, Michigan, and most other
states, had seized on budget crises fol-
lowing the 2007-08 financial meltdown
of U.S. capitalism to squeeze working
people and the poor for every last penny.
The standard-bearer for this offensive was
the Obama White House, which bailed
out the banks and the auto industry. Mas-
sive concessions, including the extension
of the low-wage tier for new hires, were
wrested from the UAW, with the complic-
ity of the union tops, in order to restore
the profitability of the auto giants. Tens of
thousands of UAW members were thrown
out of their jobs; black workers, as always,
were particularly hard hit.

In a high-profile publicity stunt, Obama
visited Flint in May 2016, toward the end
of his presidency. Grotesquely, he put a
glass of city water to his lips (likely drink-
ing nothing) to “prove” that it was safe,
before reminiscing about eating lead paint
chips as a child. The message to Flint res-
idents was crystal clear: shut up and stop
causing trouble.

Capitalism Must Go!

Over the decades, General Motors
brought in wave after wave of labor to
toil on the assembly lines, only to throw
workers on the scrap heap beginning in
the 1980s when the plants were no longer
sufficiently profitable. A deindustrialized
Flint was left to rot, as the auto bosses
pulled up stakes.

From the early 20th century, Flint was
shaped by the guiding influence of GM,
which took an “apartheid approach to city
building” in the words of Anna Clark,
author of The Poisoned City (2018). For
example, the company’s “Modern Hous-
ing Corporation” prohibited any of its
properties from being “leased to or occu-
pied by any person or persons not wholly
of the white or Caucasian race.” GM pro-
moted racial and ethnic antagonisms to
pit workers against one another and fore-
stall union organization.

At the time of the great sit-down strike
of 1936-37 that forged the UAW, all
GM’s Flint operations were strictly seg-
regated, with only a few hundred black
workers on the payroll. That victorious
strike saw auto workers occupy the fac-
tories and hold them for over 40 days, as
the Democratic governor conspired with
the company to oust them with machine-
gun-toting National Guardsmen. In the
course of subsequent struggles, black
workers were fully brought into the
union. While they were the last hired and
first fired by the auto bosses, their entry
into the proletariat and later the Congress
of Industrial Organizations marked a
great advance for both the black popula-
tion and the working class as a whole.

Today, the union is a far cry from what
it once was. UAW membership in Flint
has plummeted to some 7,000 workers,
from around 80,000 in the late 1970s.
Nonetheless, these auto workers still have
significant social power—the 1998 strike
at the GM Metal Center and East Delphi
shut down the automaker’s production
across North America. There is no lack
of outrage among union members at what
has happened in Flint—what’s lacking is
leadership.

Where were the “labor statesmen” of
the UAW throughout the water debacle?
These bureaucrats, who identify with
the capitalist profit system and are stal-
warts of the Democratic Party, limited
the union response to passing out bottled
water, including to promote campaign
appearances by Democrats. The devasta-
tion of Flint owes much to the role of the
craven UAW tops in subordinating work-
ers to the class enemy. As revolutionary
leader Leon Trotsky explained in his
1940 article “Trade Unions in the Epoch
of Imperialist Decay,” monopoly capital
“demands of the reformist bureaucracy
and the labor aristocracy, who pick up
the crumbs from its banquet table, that

they become transformed into its politi-
cal police before the eyes of the working
class.”

A fight inside the unions is required
to oust these political police, whose alle-
giance to the Democrats is not simply an
impediment to labor struggle but also to
the fundamental task of the working class:
the shattering of the capitalist order. It is
crucial to forge a new union leadership
armed with a class-struggle program, one
aimed at breaking labor’s chains to the
Democrats. This fight is linked to build-
ing a workers party dedicated to ending
capitalist wage slavery altogether. Under a
class-struggle leadership, the labor move-
ment would fight for the highest-quality
health services and public education,
including the remedial programs essen-
tial to mitigate the impact of child lead
poisoning. It would also fight for union
safety committees to enforce safety stan-
dards and practices in order to protect
the well-being of workers, as well as the
general public.

The Flint River project is a prime
example of socially unnecessary public
works—and it still would have been even
if its implementation had adhered to basic
safety protocols. Any water infrastruc-
ture overhaul in Flint should have begun
by replacing all the lead pipes. A labor
movement with a class-struggle leader-
ship would demand a full mobilization
of resources to locate, excavate and swap
out such pipes, in Flint, Newark and else-
where, including by hiring those thrown
out of factory jobs and the rest of the
unemployed to perform the work under
union control at union-scale wages.

Since capitalism cannot meet basic
human needs, like providing clean water,
it deserves to perish. But for that to hap-
pen requires forging a revolutionary
workers party that will rip power out of
the hands of the exploiters and create a
society organized to meet human needs,
not private profit. This party would
champion black freedom, immigrant
rights and the cause of all the oppressed,
striving to win to its banner a core lead-
ership component of black and Latino
workers. The only way to guarantee good
living conditions, jobs for all and an
end to capitalist exploitation and racist
oppression is by expropriating the bour-
geoisie through socialist revolution. A
workers America will waste no time in
cleaning up the deadly legacies of rapa-
cious capitalism. ®

Kashmir...

(continued from page 1)

prominent politicians. Free all victims of
Indian repression in Kashmir!

As Leninists, the International Com-
munist League stands for the right of
self-determination for Kashmir, and that
includes independence. Since 1989, the
Indian military has slaughtered well over
80,000 Kashmiris and subjected the pop-
ulation to unending terror. This includes
some 8,000 “enforced disappearances,”
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as Kashmiris call them, in which the
state denies all knowledge of the victims’
whereabouts. The army has a track record
of heinous atrocities, including mass
rapes. We unequivocally demand: All
Indian troops out of the Kashmir Valley!

We also oppose the abrogation of Arti-
cles 370 and 35a, which codified the lim-
ited autonomy of the state of Jammu and
Kashmir. These articles included a pro-
vision preventing the sale of land to non-
Kashmiri residents and one determin-
ing who is a permanent resident. Those
articles enabled the state to control its
borders and prevent the forcible displace-
ment of Muslims. Scrapping the meas-
ures, which Modi had long promised to
do, is intended to open the floodgates for
Israeli-style settlement of the Valley by
Hindu-Brahmin Pandits, undoubtedly to
be accompanied by stepped-up murder-
ous communal violence against Muslims.

The Modi government’s latest assault
on Kashmir has fueled tensions with
Pakistan, against which India has already
fought three wars for control of the terri-
tory. Fanning the flames of Hindu-Muslim
communalism, the hostility between the
two countries is the poisonous legacy of
British colonial divide-and-rule, which
culminated in the 1947 Partition of the
Indian subcontinent and its mass-scale
communal slaughter. In the aftermath of
Partition, one-third of Kashmir went to
Pakistan. Almost all of the remainder,
including the Kashmir Valley, the heav-
ily Hindu Jammu district and the Bud-
dhist Ladakh area, went to India, which
offered the carrot of autonomy along
with its military boot.

In defiance of strict curfew, at least 10,000 Kashmiris protested in Srinagar,
August 9.

Capitalist rule in India, under both
Congress-led governments and Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata Party, has been based
on Hindu-chauvinist, upper-caste suprem-
acy, including violent repression of Kash-
mir, its only Muslim-majority state.
Like India, Pakistan is a “prison house
of peoples,” with Punjabis dominating
oppressed nationalities such as the Baloch.
Women are brutally oppressed throughout
the region. Both India and Pakistan are
dependent on imperialist powers, with
the U.S., Britain and other advanced cap-
italist countries reaping vast profits from
exploiting the working masses in South
Asia and elsewhere around the world.

The way out of the enormous injustices

heaped upon Kashmir lies in forging a pro-
letarian vanguard party in India that links
struggles for national liberation with the
revolutionary fight of the working class
against capitalist exploitation. Heavily
composed of and led by Dalits, women,
national and ethnic minorities and others
from specially oppressed layers, such a
party would imbue the proletariat with the
understanding that the struggle against all
forms of oppression, not least caste oppres-
sion, is in the interest of the entire work-
ing class. The ICL seeks to build Leninist-
Trotskyist parties, as sections of a reforged
Fourth International, that are dedicated to
proletarian revolution from India and Paki-
stan to the imperialist centers.



Puerto Rico...
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House representative has no official Con-
gressional vote) but held hostage to federal
plenary powers, including the FBI and
military. We demand: All U.S. troops and
federal agents out of Puerto Rico now!

Hoping to quell the recent upheaval
and return to business as usual, Demo-
crats and Republicans called for Rosselld
to step down. On August 2, the White
House announced it would punitively
suspend over $8 billion in federal aid
to Puerto Rico due to political unrest.
While Trump is an open embodiment of
racist arrogance and capitalist greed, the
Democrats represent the same imperialist
ruling class. It was Barack Obama who
implemented the 2016 PROMESA law
that appointed the fiscal control board of
bankers and CEOs—drawn from com-
panies that have directly profited from
decades of financial swindles—to further
bleed and starve Puerto Rico. Proclaim-
ing some $74 billion in bond debt alone,
the junta is a tyrannical collection agency
for vulture creditors, and makes its deci-
sions behind closed doors.

While some calm has returned to the
streets for now, Puerto Ricans are beyond
fed up. What is vital is for the work-
ing class to emerge as the leader of the
country’s unemployed, students and all
the oppressed, particularly women, who
suffer violence and degraded status. The
working class is the one force with the
social power and historic interest to put an
end to both colonial oppression and capi-
talist misery through socialist revolution.

Workers in the U.S. and in Puerto Rico
share a common class enemy: the U.S.
capitalist rulers. There is also a link of
flesh and blood—Puerto Ricans make up
a key component of the organized working
class in many U.S. cities, where they are
subjected to racist abuse by the forces of
the capitalist state. The U.S. working class
must take a side with its class brothers and
sisters and demand: Cancel Puerto Rico’s
debt! Opposing the entire system of debt
peonage would speak to the righteous
anger of Puerto Ricans over the secret
machinations of the junta, which refuses
to divulge its austerity plans.

We advocate independence for Puerto
Rico as part of our opposition to U.S.
imperialism. At the same time, we are
aware that most Puerto Ricans feel
ambivalent about independence. While
they detest their colonial status and have
a strong sense of nationhood, they are
legally allowed to live and work in the
U.S., as over five million do, without the
same threat of deportation or I.C.E. deten-
tion faced by Latino immigrants. It should
be up to the Puerto Rican masses to decide
how they want to exercise their national
self-determination. Therefore, we stress
the right of independence for Puerto Rico.

Our aim is to build a Leninist vanguard
party in Puerto Rico that can intervene into
the struggles against colonial oppression,
fighting to direct them against not only
the U.S. masters but also their local bour-
geois lackeys, with the goal of establish-
ing working-class rule. Only the proletar-
iat in power can begin to lay the material
basis for emancipating the Puerto Rican
masses from imperialist subjugation.

Workers Vanguard suplementos en espanol

Reuters

September 2018: One year after Hurricane Maria, many homes remained
devastated, like this one near Barceloneta.

Septiembre de 2018: a un afno del huracan Maria, muchas viviendas permanecian
devastadas, como ésta cerca de Barceloneta.

A Puerto Rican workers republic would
face enormous obstacles and powerful
enemies, centrally the U.S. bourgeoisie.
Proletarian rule in Puerto Rico would
have to be extended internationally. What
is posed is the forging of Leninist parties
in the imperialist heartland and through-
out the Caribbean as part of a revolution-
ary international. A multiracial workers
party in the U.S. would win American
workers to helping advance the national
liberation struggles of Puerto Rico, which
are indispensable to tearing down the cap-
italist order at home.

For a Class-Struggle Perspective

The popular protest slogan “que se
vayan todos” (all of them must go) was an
expression of the intense mistrust toward
Washington’s loyal stooges, including
both the governing, pro-statehood New
Progressive Party (PNP) as well as the
historically pro-“commonwealth” Popular
Democratic Party (PPD). The PPD mayor
of San Juan, Carmen Yulin Cruz, par-
ticipated in the demonstrations, declar-
ing her opposition to corruption and the
junta. But for over six years as the chief
executive of the capital, she has overseen
austerity measures and commands the
repressive police force in San Juan. Cruz,
a target of Trump’s wrath and a co-chair
for the Bernie Sanders campaign, is plug-
ging herself as a populist to capitalize on
widespread discontent in her electoral bid
for governor in 2020.

Many politicians from the two main par-
ties in Puerto Rico are directly affiliated
with the U.S. bourgeois parties that preside
over their colonial “backyard.” (Rossellé
and Cruz are both Democrats.) In the U.S.,
“progressive” Democrats like Sanders aim
to refurbish the party’s image so that they
can run the same machine of imperialist
domination. A major obstacle to the work-
ing class mobilizing in its own interest is
the lie that Democrats—who uphold the
same profit-driven order as the Republi-
cans—can be pressured to act on behalf
of the exploited and the oppressed. This
strategy is promoted by much of the left
and the trade-union bureaucracy, which
makes up a layer of the Democratic Party.

In Puerto Rico over the last several
years, mass mobilizations of students,
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teachers and others, as well as labor
strikes, have been carried out against pri-
vatization threats, school closures, pen-
sion theft and budget slashing. Unions
like the UTIER electrical workers and
the FMPR teachers have been in the front
line of protests against union-busting and
cutbacks, and both played a role in the
July 22 one-million-strong work stop-
page to oust Rosselld. But rather than
standing at the head of the oppressed and
dispossessed masses, the proletariat was
dissolved by union misleaders into the
“people,” which serves to disappear the
unique social power of the working class,
whose labor makes society run.

The union tops saddle the combative
working class with the nationalist notion
that “we are all Puerto Ricans,” which
translates to unity with the local capi-
talists and their political representatives.
Following the swearing-in of Vizquez as
governor, an array of Puerto Rican unions,
including UTIER and FMPR, issued a
formal appeal to the administration. A 17
August press release describes how union
leaders called on the new government to
“take a stand in defense of the interests of
the Puerto Rican people against the fiscal
control board” and “address the demands
for labor and social justice.”

The laboring masses have nothing in
common with the capitalist government.
What is needed is a class-struggle leader-
ship of the unions that proceeds from this
standpoint, opposing all politicians and
parties that support capitalism—from the
PNP and the PPD to the petty-bourgeois
Puerto Rican Independence Party. Such
a leadership would be committed to help
build a revolutionary workers party.

A nationalist outlook can also be seen
in the frequent appeal to the cops as fel-
low workers and victims of budget cuts.
The police, known as la uniformada, are
not workers or potential allies, but rather a

core part of the bourgeois state. Their role
is as strikebreakers, and their associations
have no place in the union movement.
Even if they come from poor or working-
class backgrounds, the cops are the violent
enforcers of the system of colonial subju-
gation and the hired guns of the bosses.
When the cops mobilize for pay and pen-
sions, it is to be better able to mete out all-
sided repression. From its origins in 1899,
the year after the U.S. military invaded
and took possession of the country, the
Puerto Rican police have helped keep
Washington’s colonial subjects under its
heel, including in the decades-long bloody
war against independentistas.

Amid the current crisis, some leftists
have put forward alternatives that merely
seek to tinker with the colonial arrange-
ment and capitalist rule. Such is the
case with the reformists around the U.S.
publication Left Voice, affiliated to the
Trotskyist Fraction-Fourth International.
While claiming to oppose the colonial
regime and to be for socialist revolution,
Left Voice argues to convene a “free and
sovereign Constituent Assembly” that
“would allow the working class, in the
heat of the struggle, to develop its own
bodies of self-organization” (“A Revolu-
tionary Perspective for Puerto Rico,” 3
August). They claim that a constituent
assembly “must discuss and make dem-
ocratic decisions on the great structural
transformations required by the country
to win its national liberation, end impe-
rialist plunder and rebuild its economy.”

In fact, the call for a constituent assem-
bly is a barrier to the working class devel-
oping the kind of revolutionary class con-
sciousness and organization necessary
for its own emancipation. A constituent
assembly is a bourgeois government, and
the call for it has historically been used
to derail proletarian revolution. Only after
the working class has seized state power
and established a workers government
will it be able to decide how to rebuild
society to the benefit of the vast majority
of the population, including the provision
of jobs, as well as quality housing, educa-
tion and health care.

In the end, only socialist revolution
extended internationally can satisfy the
basic needs of the masses: the end of
poverty, freedom from the yoke of impe-
rialism, and social equality for women
and other deeply oppressed layers like
gay and trans people. For us in the belly
of the U.S. imperialist beast, the fight for
the national liberation of Puerto Rico is
especially important. As was emphasized
in the “21 Conditions” for membership in
the then-revolutionary Communist Inter-
national, adopted in 1920, it is the duty of
communists “to support every liberation
movement in the colonies not only in words
but in deeds.” This task includes instilling
“in the hearts of the workers of its country
a truly fraternal attitude toward the labor-
ing people in the colonies and toward the
oppressed nations.” H

Tom Manning...

(continued from page 2)

their principles; they never made peace with
the capitalist order. Unlike most of the left,
which refused to defend the Ohio 7 against
government persecution, the SL and the
Partisan Defense Committee have always
stood by them, including through the PDC’s
class-war prisoner stipend program.
In an August 2 letter to the PDC, Man-
ning’s lifelong comrade-in-arms Jaan
Laaman (the last remaining Ohio 7 pris-
oner) eulogized:
“Now Tom is gone. Our comrade, my
comrade, who suffered years of med-
ical neglect and medical abuse in the
federal prison system, your struggle and
suffering is now over brother. But your
example, your words, deeds, even your
art, lives on. You truly were a ‘Boston
Irish Rebel,” a life long Man of and for
the People, a warrior, a person of com-
passion motivated by hope for the future
and love for the common people, A Rev-
olutionary Freedom Fighter.”

All honor to Tom Manning! Free Jaan

Laaman!m

;
For Love
and Liberty

Manning’s book includes artwork
from his years in prison.
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colonial es una versién actual de white
man’s burden [la carga del hombre blan-
co], por la cual la potencia imperialista
blanca domina a sus stubditos de piel os-
cura con la excusa de “civilizarlos™. Los
puertorriquefios son ciudadanos estadou-
nidenses de segunda clase, y aquellos que
viven en Puerto Rico estdn privados de
voto en las elecciones federales (incluso
su representante en el congreso no tiene
voto oficial) pero son mantenidos por
completo como rehenes del poder federal,
incluyendo al FBI y el ejército. Exigimos:
;Todas las tropas y agentes federales de
EE.UU. fuera de Puerto Rico ahora!

Esperando apaciguar la agitacién re-
ciente y volver a la normalidad, demd-
cratas y republicanos llamaron a Rossellé
a dimitir. El 2 de agosto, la Casa Blanca
anuncio que suspenderia, a manera de cas-
tigo, 8 mil millones de ddlares en ayuda
federal a Puerto Rico debido a los distur-
bios politicos. Mientras que Trump es una
personificacién abierta de la arrogancia
racista y la avaricia capitalista, los demo-
cratas representan a la misma clase im-
perialista dominante. Fue Barack Obama
quien implement6 la ley PROMESA de
2016 mediante la cual se nombré al con-
sejo de control fiscal de banqueros y di-
rectores de empresas, extraidos de compa-
fifas que se han beneficiado directamente
de décadas de estafas financieras, para
seguir desangrando y matando de ham-
bre a Puerto Rico. Declarando cerca de 74
mil millones de délares sélo en bonos de
deuda, la junta es una agencia tirdnica de
recaudacion para los acreedores buitres y
toma sus decisiones a puerta cerrada.

Aunque algo de calma ha regresado a
las calles por ahora, los puertorriquefios
estdn mas que hartos. Lo que es vital es
que la clase obrera emerja como lider de
los desempleados, los estudiantes y todos
los oprimidos del pafs, particularmente
las mujeres quienes sufren de violencia y
un estatus degradado. La clase obrera es
la fuerza con el poder social y el interés
histérico para poner fin tanto a la opre-
sion colonial como a la miseria capitalis-
ta mediante la revolucidén socialista.

Los obreros en EE.UU. y en Puerto Rico
comparten un enemigo de clase en comun:
los gobernantes capitalistas estadouniden-
ses. También hay un vinculo de carne y
hueso: los puertorriquefios constituyen un
componente clave de la clase obrera or-
ganizada en varias ciudades de EE.UU,,
donde son sujetos a abuso racista por las
fuerzas del estado capitalista. La clase
obrera estadounidense debe tomar lado
con sus hermanos y hermanas de clase y
exigir: jCancelar la deuda de Puerto Rico!
El oponerse al sistema entero de peonaje
de deuda responderia a la ira justificada
de los puertorriquefios sobre las maqui-
naciones secretas de la Junta, la cual se
rehidsa a divulgar sus planes de austeridad.

Favorecemos la independencia de Puer-
to Rico como parte de nuestra oposicion al
imperialismo estadounidense. Al mismo
tiempo, estamos conscientes de que la
mayoria de los puertorriquefios se sienten
ambivalentes sobre la independencia. Al
tiempo que detestan su estatus colonial y
tienen un fuerte sentido de nacionalidad,
se les permite vivir y trabajar legalmente
en EE.UU., como lo hacen mas de 5 millo-
nes, sin la misma amenaza de deportacion
o detencién por el I.C.E. que enfrentan los
inmigrantes latinos. Deberia ser decision
de las masas puertorriquefias decidir cémo
quieren ejercer su autodeterminacién na-
cional. Por tanto, insistimos en el derecho
a la independencia de Puerto Rico.

Nuestro objetivo es construir un par-
tido leninista de vanguardia en Puerto
Rico que pueda intervenir en las luchas
en contra de la opresion colonial, luchan-
do por dirigirlas no sélo contra los amos
estadounidenses, sino también contra sus
lacayos burgueses locales, con la meta de
establecer el dominio de la clase obrera.
Sélo el proletariado en el poder puede co-
menzar a sentar las bases materiales para
emancipar a las masas puertorriquefas de
la subyugacién imperialista.

Una republica obrera puertorriqueia
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enfrentarfa enormes obstiaculos y enemi-
gos poderosos, centralmente la burguesia
estadounidense. El dominio proletario en
Puerto Rico tendria que ser extendido
internacionalmente. Lo que se plantea es
forjar partidos leninistas en el centro im-
perialista y en todo el Caribe como parte
de una internacional revolucionaria. Un
partido obrero multirracial en EE.UU.
ganarfa a los obreros estadounidenses a
avanzar las luchas por la liberacion nacio-
nal de Puerto Rico que son indispensables
para derribar el orden capitalista en casa.

Por una perspectiva de
lucha de clases

La consigna popular de protesta “que se
vayan todos” era una expresion de la in-
tensa desconfianza hacia los titeres leales
a Washington, incluyendo tanto al gober-
nante Partido Nuevo Progresista (PNP),
partidario de la anexién como estado,
como al histéricamente partidario del
“estado libre asociado” Partido Popular
Democratico (PPD). La alcaldesa de San
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y desposeidas, el proletariado fue disuelto
en “el pueblo” por sus falsos lideres sin-
dicales, lo cual sirve para desaparecer el
poder social unico de la clase obrera, cuyo
trabajo hace funcionar a la sociedad.

Los dirigentes sindicales contienen a la
clase obrera combativa con la nocién na-
cionalista de que “todos somos puertorri-
quefios”, lo que se traduce en unidad con
los capitalistas locales y sus representantes
politicos. Después de la toma de protesta
de Vazquez como gobernadora, una forma-
cién de sindicatos, que incluia a UTIER
y FMPR, public6 una apelacién formal al
gobierno. Un comunicado de prensa del
17 de agosto describe como los lideres
sindicales llamaron al nuevo gobierno a
“definir una posicion de defensa de los in-
tereses del pueblo puertorriquefio frente a
la Junta de Control Fiscal” y “se atiendan
los reclamos de justicia laboral y social™.

Las masas trabajadoras no tienen nada
en comun con el gobierno capitalista. Lo
que se requiere es una direccion de lucha
de clases de los sindicatos que actte con

Reuters

Cops detain demonstrator during anti-government protest in San Juan, July 17.
La policia arresta a un manifestante durante protesta contra el gobierno en

San Juan, 17 de julio.

Juan del PPD, Carmen Yulin Cruz, par-
ticip en las manifestaciones, declarando
su oposicion a la corrupcién y a la Junta.
Pero por mas de seis aflos como jefa del
ejecutivo de la capital, ella ha supervisa-
do las medidas de austeridad y comanda
la fuerza policial represiva de San Juan.
Cruz, quien ha sido blanco de la célera
de Trump y copresidenta de la campafia
de Bernie Sanders, estd promociondndo-
se como una populista para capitalizar
el descontento generalizado hacia su as-
piracién electoral para ser gobernadora
en 2020.

Muchos politicos de los dos principa-
les partidos en Puerto Rico estdn direc-
tamente afiliados a los partidos burgue-
ses estadounidenses que dominan lo que
consideran su “patio trasero” colonial.
(Rossellé y Cruz son ambos demdcratas.)
En EE.UU. los demdcratas “progresis-
tas” como Sanders apuntan a renovar la
imagen del partido y con eso manejar la
misma maquinaria de dominacién impe-
rialista. Un obstdculo importante para
que la clase obrera se movilice en su pro-
pio interés es la mentira de que los de-
mdcratas —quienes mantienen el mismo
orden dirigido por las ganancias como
los republicanos— pueden ser presiona-
dos para actuar en nombre de los explo-
tados y los oprimidos. Esta estrategia es
promovida por gran parte de la izquierda
y la burocracia sindical, esta tltima cons-
tituye un estrato del Partido Demdcrata.

En Puerto Rico durante los ultimos
afios las movilizaciones masivas de es-
tudiantes, maestros y otros, asi como las
huelgas obreras, han sido llevadas a cabo
en contra de amenazas de privatizacion,
cierre de escuelas, robo de pensiones y
recortes presupuestales. Los sindicatos
UTIER de trabajadores electricistas y
FMPR de maestros han estado en la pri-
mera linea de las protestas contra la des-
truccién de los sindicatos y los recortes,
y ambos jugaron un papel en el paro de
un millén de personas el 22 de julio para
destituir a Rossell6. Pero en vez de colo-
carse a la cabeza de las masas oprimidas

esta perspectiva, oponiéndose a todos los
politicos y partidos que apoyan al capita-
lismo —desde el PNP y el PPD hasta el
Partido Independentista Puertorriquefio
pequefioburgués—. Tal direccion estaria
comprometida con ayudar a construir un
partido obrero revolucionario.

Una perspectiva nacionalista también
se puede ver en las apelaciones frecuentes
a los policias como compaifieros trabaja-
dores y victimas de los recortes presu-
puestales. La policia, conocida como “la
uniformada”, no es un conjunto de tra-
bajadores o de aliados potenciales, sino
una parte central del estado burgués. Su
papel es el de rompehuelgas, y sus asocia-
ciones no tienen lugar en el movimiento
sindical. Incluso si vienen de un origen
pobre u obrero, los policias son los vio-
lentos encargados del funcionamiento del
sistema de subyugacién colonial y los ma-

tones de los patrones. Cuando los policias
se movilizan por salarios y pensiones, lo
hacen para estar en mejores condiciones
para reprimir. Desde sus origenes en
1899, el ano después de que el ejército
de EE.UU. invadié y tomé posesién del
pafs, la policia puertorriquena ha ayudado
a mantener a los stibditos coloniales de
Washington bajo su bota, incluyendo la
guerra sangrienta de décadas contra los
independentistas.

En medio de la crisis actual, algunos
izquierdistas han impulsado alternativas
que simplemente buscan reformar el orden
colonial y el dominio capitalista. Tal es
el caso de los reformistas alrededor de la
publicacién estadounidense Left Voice,
afiliada a la Fraccién Trotskista-Cuarta
Internacional. Aunque afirman oponerse
al régimen colonial y estar por la revo-
lucién socialista, Left Voice plantea la
convocatoria por una “asamblea constitu-
yente libre y soberana” que “permitiria a
la clase obrera, al calor de la lucha, desa-
rrollar sus propios cuerpos de autoorga-
nizaciéon” (“A Revolutionary Perspective
for Puerto Rico” [Una perspectiva revolu-
cionaria para Puerto Rico], 3 de agosto).
Ellos afirman que una asamblea consti-
tuyente “debe discutir y tomar decisiones
democraticas sobre las grandes transfor-
maciones estructurales que requiere el
pais para imponer su liberacién nacional,
terminar con el saqueo imperialista y re-
construir su economia’.

De hecho, el llamado por una asam-
blea constituyente es un obstdculo para
que la clase obrera desarrolle el tipo de
conciencia y organizacién revolucionaria
de clase necesarias para su propia eman-
cipacién. Una asamblea constituyente es
un gobierno burgués, y su llamado ha sido
usado histéricamente para descarrilar la
revolucién proletaria. Sélo después de
que la clase obrera haya tomado el poder
estatal y establecido un gobierno obrero
podrd decidir cémo reconstruir la socie-
dad para beneficio de la vasta mayoria de
la poblacion, incluyendo la provision de
empleos, asi como de vivienda, educacién
y servicios de salud de calidad.

En dltima instancia, solo la extension
internacional de la revolucién socialista
puede satisfacer las necesidades bdsicas
de las masas: el fin de la pobreza, liber-
tad del yugo imperialista, igualdad social
para las mujeres y otros estratos profunda-
mente oprimidos como los gays y los tran-
sexuales. Para nosotros en las entrafias de
la bestia imperialista estadounidense, la
lucha por la liberacién nacional de Puerto
Rico es especialmente importante. Como
enfatizan las “21 condiciones” de mem-
bresia en la entonces revolucionaria Inter-
nacional Comunista, adoptadas en 1920,
es el deber de los comunistas “apoyar todo
movimiento de liberacién nacional en las
colonias no sé6lo en palabras sino en los
hechos”. Esta tarea incluye infundir “en
los corazones de los trabajadores de su
pafs una actitud verdaderamente fraterna
hacia el pueblo trabajador en las colonias
y hacia las naciones oprimidas”. B
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Puerto Rlco

Demonstrators at governor’s mansion on July 25, day after Ricardo Rossellé announced he would step down amid widespread protests.
Manifestantes en La Fortaleza el 25 de julio, un dia después de que Ricardo Rossell6 anunciara su renuncia tras protestas masivas.
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For a

Revolutionary

Workers Party

Down With the Colonial Junta!

After some of the largest protests in
Puerto Rican history forced the resigna-
tion of despised governor Ricardo Rosselld
last month, Puerto Rico is confronting an
ongoing political crisis. The match in the
powder barrel was the leaked cache of pri-
vate chat messages between Rossellé and
his cronies, which oozed bigotry, misog-
yny and derision for the poor. For the 3.2
million citizens residing on a territory
under the boot of U.S. colonial domina-
tion, the grievances run much deeper: bru-
tal austerity, massive unemployment and
deteriorating schools, hospitals and trans-
portation. Now, the American overlords,
with the help of Puerto Rican bourgeois
politicians, are openly plotting to inten-
sify their iron grip on their colony. First
and foremost is enforcing the diktats of
Wall Street’s fiscal control board, known
as the “junta,” to make the impoverished
masses pay billions of dollars in debt to
the same U.S. capitalists who wrecked the
country’s economy.

Following a five-day gubernatorial stint
by Rosselld’s handpicked successor Pedro
Pierluisi, a lawyer for the junta, the new
occupant of the governor’s mansion La
Fortaleza is former justice secretary Wan-
da Vazquez, another Rossell6 crony. Wash-
ington has its eyes on Jenniffer Gonzilez,
a Trump supporter and resident commis-

sioner to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, in the event that Vazquez meets with
widespread opposition. Vazquez, notorious
for covering up government corruption in
her previous position, is reviled for hav-
ing refused to investigate diverted Hur-
ricane Maria relief funds and aid. That
2017 disaster was marked by the U.S. rul-
ers’ criminal and chauvinist contempt for
Puerto Ricans—over 4,000 were left to die
in Maria’s wake and whole swaths of the
island chain remain devastated to this day.
Ever since seizing the Caribbean ter-
ritory during the Spanish-American War
121 years ago, U.S. imperialism has looted
Puerto Rico’s land, exploited its labor and
then laid it to waste. While Puerto Rico
has been euphemistically designated a
“commonwealth” since 1952 to give the
illusion of self-government, to this day
the U.S. government calls all the shots,
controlling everything from currency and
communications to trade relations and
shipping. This colonial subjugation is a
modern-day version of “white man’s bur-
den,” whereby the white imperialist power
lords over its darker-skinned subjects in
the name of “civilizing” them. Puerto
Ricans are second-class U.S. citizens,
and those living in Puerto Rico are barred
from voting in federal elections (even their
continued on page 6
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iAbajo la Junta colonial!

Puerto Rico enfrenta una crisis politica
después de que algunas de las protestas
mdas grandes en su historia forzaron la
renuncia del odiado gobernador Ricardo
Rossellé el mes pasado. La chispa que
encendi6 la llama fue la filtracién del re-
gistro de mensajes privados entre Rosse-
116 y sus compinches, los cuales exudaban
intolerancia, misoginia y burla hacia los
pobres. Para los 3.2 millones de ciuda-
danos que residen en un territorio que se
encuentra bajo la bota de la dominacion
colonial estadounidense, los agravios van
mads alld: austeridad brutal, desempleo
masivo; y escuelas, hospitales y el siste-
ma de transporte en deterioro. Ahora, los
amos estadounidenses, con la ayuda de
los politicos burgueses puertorriquefios,
estdn planeando abiertamente intensifi-
car su férreo control sobre su colonia. En
primer lugar, estan imponiendo los dicta-
dos del consejo de control fiscal de Wall
Street, conocido como la “Junta”, para
hacer pagar a las masas empobrecidas
miles de millones de ddlares de deuda a
los mismos capitalistas estadounidenses
quienes arruinaron la economia del pafs.

Después de cinco dias de gobierno del
sucesor designado por Rosselld, Pedro
Pierluisi, un abogado de la Junta, la nueva
ocupante de la mansién del gobernador,
La Fortaleza, es la antigua secretaria de

justicia Wanda Véazquez, otra compinche
de Rossellé. Washington tiene en la mira
a Jenniffer Gonzdlez, una partidaria de
Trump y comisionada residente de Puerto
Rico en la Cdmara de Representantes de
EE.UU., en caso de que Vazquez encuentre
oposicion generalizada. Vazquez, notoria
por encubrir la corrupcién del gobierno en
su puesto previo, es repudiada por haberse
rehusado a investigar el desvio de fondos y
ayuda para aliviar los estragos del huracin
Marfia. Ese desastre en 2017 estuvo mar-
cado por el desdén criminal y chovinista
de los gobernantes estadounidenses hacia
los puertorriquefios: mds de 4 mil fueron
abandonados para morir en la secuela de
Maria y sectores completos de la cadena de
islas permanecen devastados hasta ahora.
Desde que se apoderd del territorio
caribefio durante la Guerra Hispano-
Estadounidense hace 121 afios, el impe-
rialismo de EE.UU. ha saqueado Puerto
Rico, explotado a sus trabajadores y luego,
devastado. Aunque Puerto Rico ha sido
designado eufemisticamente desde 1952
como un “estado libre asociado” para dar
la ilusién de autogobierno, hasta el dia de
hoy el gobierno de EE.UU. lleva la batuta,
controlando todo desde la moneda y las co-
municaciones hasta las relaciones comer-
ciales y los embarques. Esta subyugacion
sigue en la pdgina 7
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